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The concept of the 15-minute city has captured the imagination of urban planners 
and sustainability advocates alike. Promising to create urban environments where 
everything you need—from work to leisure to shopping—is within a 15-minute 
walk or bike ride, these cities are hailed as the future of human-centered, 
sustainable living. However, while these plans prioritize convenience and green 
spaces, they seem to have forgotten one key aspect of human survival: food 
production. In this satirical exploration, we humorously examine the challenges of 
integrating traditional farming elements—like cows and corn—into these 
compact urban utopias. How would city dwellers cope with the logistics of 
rooftop cows and cornfields in subways? Can the agrarian past and urban future 
coexist, or are we simply moo-ving in the wrong direction? This lighthearted 
critique offers a whimsical perspective on the future of sustainable cities, where 
technology meets tradition in the most unexpected ways. 
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Introduction 

The Birth of the 15-Minute City: Convenience, Sustainability, and Missing 
Livestock 

In recent years, urban planning has taken a dramatic shift towards creating cities 
that prioritize convenience, sustainability, and local accessibility. The idea of the 
15-minute city has captivated the imaginations of planners and citizens alike. The 
concept is simple yet revolutionary: design a city where everything you need—
work, school, shopping, leisure, healthcare—is within a 15-minute walk or bike 
ride from your home. It's a modern-day utopia of pedestrian paradise, where the 
hustle and bustle of long commutes are replaced by the soothing sound of 
walking shoes on pavement and the occasional ding of a bike bell. But as 
urbanites celebrate their newfound convenience, a rather large oversight 
remains: where are the cows and corn? 

In the rush to bring us closer to our favorite coffee shops and yoga studios, city 
planners seem to have forgotten that the human population still relies on 
something more basic than a good Wi-Fi connection: food. And food, as much as 
we might wish it did, does not magically appear in the trendy grocery store at the 
corner. It requires farms, fields, and, yes, livestock—those very things 
conspicuously absent from the sleek renderings of our 15-minute utopia. So, 
while these cities have been designed to make our lives more sustainable, they’ve 
somehow managed to exclude the actual sustenance. 

The Rural-Urban Divide: Why City Planners Forgot the Cornfields 

Perhaps it’s not entirely the fault of the urban planners. After all, cows don't 
exactly fit well into a high-rise condo, and cornfields would struggle to find their 
place between towering glass buildings. The rural-urban divide has always been a 
challenging one to bridge, and as cities evolve to become more self-contained and 
self-sufficient, the separation between where we live and where our food is 
produced has only grown larger. 

It’s easy to see why cornfields and cows were left out of the plans for the modern 
city. Urban landscapes are envisioned as sleek, efficient, and green (but not that 
green). Farming is typically a messy, sprawling affair that demands land, time, and 
a certain acceptance of the scent of manure. Still, as urbanites flock to these 
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pedestrian-friendly havens, one can’t help but wonder if perhaps a cow or two 
might not add some charm—if not practicality—to the neighborhood. 

As the 15-minute city begins to take shape in real-world applications, the rural 
question persists: can these urban utopias sustain themselves without the cows 
and cornfields, or will there always be a need for the quiet hum of tractors just 
beyond the city’s edge? In this paper, we’ll explore the humorous and perhaps 
slightly absurd consequences of designing cities that conveniently forget the very 
inconvenient reality of where their food comes from. 

 

Chapter 1: The Cow Conundrum 

Moo-ving to the City: Can Cows Be Urban Dwellers? 

In the idyllic world of the 15-minute city, the focus is on creating spaces where 
humans can thrive with ease, but what about our bovine friends? Cows, the 
unsung heroes of the dairy and beef industries, have long been relegated to the 
sprawling pastures of rural life. But as cities become denser and more self-
sufficient, could we imagine a world where cows are not only welcomed but 
thrive as urban dwellers? 

On the surface, the idea of cows in the city seems as far-fetched as installing a 
barnyard in the middle of Times Square. But think about it—cows are resilient 
creatures, capable of adapting to their surroundings. With a bit of ingenuity, 
perhaps cows could learn to navigate crosswalks, enjoy the grassy expanses of 
urban parks, and munch on the occasional patch of turf outside a coffee shop. In 
an era where people are rethinking the boundaries of urban living, why not 
extend that creativity to include our four-legged dairy providers? 

There is also something to be said for the potential charm of having cows as part 
of the urban fabric. Imagine walking to work, passing by a local cow chewing its 
cud on a rooftop garden, or greeting a friendly dairy cow as you pick up your 
morning latte. Urban cows could become a quirky, Instagram-worthy attraction—
truly the cornerstone of the “Farm-to-City” movement. Yet, despite this whimsical 
vision, the practical challenges of urban cow-tainment are no laughing matter. 

 



4 
 

The Logistics of Urban Cow-tainment: A Udderly Impossible Task? 

While the idea of cows enjoying city life sounds delightful, the logistics of 
accommodating them would be an udderly impossible task (pun intended). First, 
cows are not known for their subtlety. They are large, lumbering creatures that 
require ample space to graze, roam, and, well, be cows. The average cow weighs 
over 1,000 pounds and eats around 100 pounds of food a day. That's a lot of hay 
to lug up a flight of apartment stairs! 

Then, there’s the milk production issue. Dairy cows need to be milked at least 
twice a day, which means city-dwelling cow owners would need to take their 
cows on a twice-daily stroll to the nearest milking station (imagine the traffic 
jams). And let’s not even get started on the manure problem. Cities may have 
sanitation departments, but they’re not exactly equipped to handle the daily 
output of even a single cow, let alone an entire urban herd. 

Moreover, the noise factor would be impossible to ignore. The peaceful moo of a 
cow in a pasture is charming; the same moo echoing through the narrow 
alleyways of a dense urban environment might not be so endearing. Residents 
accustomed to the gentle hum of city life might find themselves at odds with the 
braying of their new bovine neighbors. 

Finally, let’s talk about the economics of urban cow-tainment. Cities are notorious 
for their high cost of living, and the expense of feeding, housing, and caring for a 
cow in an urban environment would make even the most dedicated urban farmer 
think twice. Not to mention the logistical nightmare of finding affordable land for 
cows to roam within a city that’s designed for compact, efficient human living. 

In short, while the idea of cows in the city sounds fun in theory, the practical 
realities make it a logistical nightmare. Cows, for all their virtues, seem better 
suited to the quiet, sprawling pastures of the countryside rather than the fast-
paced, tightly packed streets of the modern city. Still, one can't help but laugh at 
the thought of a future where cows might join us as urban commuters, waiting at 
the bus stop with a gentle moo as the city bustles around them. 

This chapter will continue to explore the whimsical and impractical challenges of 
trying to integrate cows into urban living, delving deeper into the potential 
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benefits, drawbacks, and humorous mishaps that would inevitably arise in a world 
where bovines and city dwellers live side by side. 

 

Chapter 2: Cornfields in Crosswalks 

Planting Corn Next to Your Local Café: The Struggle Is Real 

Urban agriculture is on the rise, with rooftop gardens, vertical farming, and 
community gardens becoming trendy staples of modern city living. But while 
growing a few herbs or leafy greens might seem manageable, the idea of planting 
a full-fledged cornfield next to your local café presents a different challenge 
altogether. 

Imagine, if you will, a city block transformed by tall stalks of corn swaying gently 
in the breeze. It sounds idyllic, but the reality is far from the romantic vision of a 
quaint Midwestern farm nestled amid glass towers. For starters, corn is not a low-
maintenance crop; it requires substantial space, lots of sunlight, and constant 
attention. A few corn plants may be able to eke out an existence in a rooftop 
garden, but scaling that up to feed an entire 15-minute city? The logistics are 
staggering. 

Then there's the issue of aesthetics. While some might appreciate the earthy 
charm of corn growing in an urban setting, others may find it clashes with the 
sleek, modern architecture of city buildings. Picture walking down the street to 
grab a cappuccino and having to navigate through rows of corn just to reach the 
door of your favorite café. City life is supposed to be convenient, and while fresh 
corn is delightful, fighting your way through stalks just to get your caffeine fix may 
prove too much for the urbanite’s patience. 

Additionally, the struggle to maintain a thriving corn crop in a city environment 
would require a significant departure from the traditional techniques of farming. 
Urban farmers would need to adapt to the harsh realities of pollution, limited soil 
quality, and curious pigeons. Can you imagine the frustration of watching your 
corn sprout beautifully only to be eaten by a flock of city birds? And while 
scarecrows might be common on rural farms, they’re bound to cause some 
confusion (and maybe a few double-takes) among the human residents of the 
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city. After all, who wants to grab a latte under the unsettling gaze of a weathered 
strawman? 

While the thought of corn growing next to your local café brings an element of 
novelty to city living, the practicality of cultivating large-scale crops in such tight 
urban quarters leaves much to be desired. Perhaps the lesson here is that some 
things, like corn, are best left in the countryside where they belong. 

When City Parks Become Maize Mazes: A Recipe for Confusion 

City parks have long served as the green lungs of urban environments—places 
where people can escape the concrete jungle and enjoy a little slice of nature. But 
what happens when the pursuit of urban agriculture turns these tranquil spaces 
into sprawling maize mazes? 

While it might sound like a whimsical idea for a day of family fun, the reality of 
transforming city parks into cornfields could lead to unintended hilarity and 
confusion. Imagine strolling through what was once a peaceful park, only to find 
yourself suddenly lost in a maze of towering corn stalks. What was meant to be a 
short, refreshing walk through the park could easily turn into a frustrating (albeit 
hilarious) navigation exercise. The days of sitting peacefully on a park bench might 
be replaced by harrowing searches for the nearest exit as you find yourself 
trapped in a labyrinth of maize. 

The confusion doesn’t stop there. Parkgoers accustomed to wide, open spaces for 
picnics, frisbee games, or jogging might not be thrilled to see their favorite park 
transformed into a corn maze. Suddenly, jogging a straight path becomes a 
zigzagging adventure through rows of tall plants, and picnics turn into a game of 
hide-and-seek with your blanket and basket buried somewhere in the cornfield. 
And let's not forget about the dog-walkers—good luck calling your pup back when 
they disappear into the rows of corn like a scene straight out of a horror movie. 

While corn mazes are a beloved tradition in the countryside, transplanting them 
to the city could create more chaos than charm. The simple pleasure of an open, 
green park might be sacrificed for the novelty of cornfields in the middle of the 
metropolis, leaving city dwellers wondering why they ever thought this was a 
good idea in the first place. 
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And then there's the safety concern. What happens when a kid goes missing in 
the maze, or someone decides to take a shortcut to work through the cornfield 
only to end up in a different part of the city? These are the kinds of problems 
that, quite frankly, city planners never anticipated when they were envisioning 
green spaces in the 15-minute city. 

In conclusion, while cornfields in crosswalks and city parks may make for a 
humorous spectacle, they are hardly the practical solution to urban agriculture 
that proponents of the 15-minute city may have hoped for. The realities of space, 
maintenance, and good old-fashioned common sense will likely keep cornfields 
on the outskirts of the city—at least for now. But one can’t help but chuckle at the 
thought of city planners puzzling over how to incorporate a little more maize into 
their otherwise flawless urban utopia. 

 

Chapter 3: Sustainable Cities, Unsustainable Diets? 

How 15-Minute Cities Feed Their Residents Without Farms 

As 15-minute cities rise to prominence, touting their ability to fulfill the needs of 
urban dwellers without the hassles of lengthy commutes, one essential question 
lingers: how do these cities plan to feed their hungry residents without the 
traditional farmland that has sustained humanity for millennia? In a world where 
everything from your daily latte to your yoga studio is a stone’s throw away, does 
food production magically conform to this hyper-efficient urban model, or is there 
a deeper, unsustainable issue lurking beneath the surface? 

The planners of 15-minute cities, in their zeal for sustainability, seem to have 
forgotten a simple truth: food still has to come from somewhere. Sure, grocery 
stores are included in the grand urban designs, and you might even find the odd 
community garden nestled between bike lanes and micro-parks. But the large-
scale production of food—especially the staples like grains, dairy, and meat—still 
requires expansive farms, vast fields, and space that the 15-minute city simply 
cannot afford to give up. 

For now, 15-minute cities rely on a supply chain that reaches far beyond their 
urban borders. Trucks and trains bring in the corn, milk, and other agricultural 
products from rural areas, sustaining the city dwellers who enjoy their short walks 
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to work without ever considering the much longer journey their food has taken. 
This reliance on external farming creates a paradox within the very design of the 
15-minute city: while the urban core may be designed for maximum 
sustainability, it remains dependent on traditional, land-intensive farming 
practices that are anything but sustainable when viewed on a global scale. 

The question becomes, how do you feed an entire city that no longer has space 
for farms? The answers lie in innovations like vertical farming, rooftop agriculture, 
and even some outlandish ideas involving cows in skyscrapers. But can these 
urban farming techniques truly replace the rolling fields and pastures of the 
countryside, or are they just a band-aid on a much bigger problem? 

Vertical Farming: Corn Stalks in Skyscrapers and The World’s Highest Cow 
Pasture 

Enter vertical farming, the urbanist’s solution to the space problem. The concept 
is simple: instead of growing crops across vast expanses of land, you stack them 
up inside skyscrapers like shelves in a grocery store. This futuristic approach to 
agriculture has been hailed as a game-changer, a way to grow food right in the 
heart of the city without needing to carve out space for sprawling fields. But as 
with many futuristic ideas, there are a few kinks to work out—especially when it 
comes to larger crops like corn and even livestock. 

Picture this: a towering skyscraper filled with floor after floor of vertical farms. 
Lettuce and herbs thrive under LED lights, while tomatoes dangle from shelves 
that stretch up into the skyline. But what about corn? This isn’t your typical 
houseplant; corn requires a lot of space to grow, and its stalks shoot up to 
impressive heights. In a vertical farm, space is supposed to be maximized, yet 
growing corn could quickly lead to logistical nightmares. Will the corn stalks bend 
under low ceilings, or do they get their own penthouse floors to stretch out? And 
how do you even harvest corn that’s growing 50 stories above ground? 

The challenges of vertical farming don’t stop with corn. Some bold visionaries 
have even proposed the concept of urban livestock—yes, cows in skyscrapers. 
While it may seem absurd to imagine a herd of dairy cows roaming the top floors 
of a city high-rise, there’s a method to this madness. Urban livestock could 
theoretically produce fresh milk and meat right in the city, cutting down on 
transportation emissions and bringing food production closer to home. But let’s 
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be real: the logistics of housing cows in a building designed for humans are 
laughable at best. For starters, cows are heavy, and buildings might not be 
equipped to handle the weight of a herd. Not to mention the noise, the smell, and 
the sheer impracticality of taking a cow for a walk through the lobby to the 
nearest patch of grass. 

Moreover, feeding these urban cows would require significant resources—
resources that cities are already struggling to provide for their human residents. 
Imagine the sight of hay bales being carted into skyscrapers and delivered to cows 
lounging in the clouds. The sheer absurdity of it is enough to make one question 
whether this urban farming trend has gone too far. 

Yet, vertical farming remains one of the most promising solutions for feeding 15-
minute cities without expanding their physical footprint. While growing corn in 
skyscrapers may not be the most practical idea, other crops, like leafy greens and 
strawberries, have proven to be well-suited for these controlled environments. 
With advancements in technology, it’s possible that vertical farms could one day 
supplement the traditional agricultural system—at least when it comes to 
produce. 

However, when it comes to protein sources like meat and dairy, the dream of 
skyscraper cows may need to be abandoned in favor of more sustainable 
alternatives. Enter lab-grown meat and plant-based dairy substitutes—both of 
which could play a vital role in the future of urban food production. These 
innovations, while controversial in some circles, may offer a more practical 
solution to the question of how to feed a city that has no room for traditional 
farming. 

In the end, the 15-minute city may be a marvel of modern urban planning, but it 
faces significant challenges when it comes to feeding its residents sustainably. 
Vertical farming, urban livestock, and alternative proteins offer tantalizing 
glimpses of the future, but they also highlight the inherent limitations of trying to 
produce food in an environment designed for convenience rather than 
cultivation. While the dream of skyscraper cornfields and rooftop cow pastures 
may remain a humorous fantasy, the search for sustainable urban food systems 
continues—one stacked farm at a time. 
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Chapter 4: The Hypothetical 15-Minute Farm 

What If We Moved Farms Into the City? Cows on Rooftops and Corn in Subways 

Imagine a world where the farm is no longer confined to the countryside but is an 
integral part of the cityscape itself. What would happen if, in our pursuit of 
sustainability and convenience, we decided to move entire farms into the heart of 
the 15-minute city? The idea might sound far-fetched, but with enough 
determination (and a pinch of insanity), anything is possible. This is the story of 
the hypothetical 15-minute farm—a world where cows graze on rooftops, corn 
grows alongside subway tracks, and city dwellers are not just consumers but 
urban farmers. 

Let’s start with cows on rooftops. In this brave new world, the concept of a green 
roof goes beyond a few potted plants and evolves into a full-fledged pasture for 
dairy cows. Instead of solar panels or bee-friendly flowers, you look up and see a 
herd of cows lazily munching on grass, blissfully unaware that they are standing 
dozens of stories above bustling city streets. The idea of cows on rooftops is 
almost poetic—blending the rural with the urban, nature with technology. But as 
romantic as it might sound, the logistics of such an endeavor are utterly 
bewildering. 

First, there’s the issue of how to get the cows onto the roof in the first place. 
Elevators may be fine for humans, but squeezing a 1,500-pound cow into a 
standard lift is no small feat. Imagine the confusion of city residents waiting for 
their elevator, only to find themselves sharing the ride with Bessie the cow. And 
then there’s the matter of space. Rooftops, typically designed for HVAC systems 
or perhaps a small garden, would now need to be transformed into mini-pastures, 
complete with grazing areas, water troughs, and shelter from the elements. It’s 
one thing to cultivate a few herbs on your rooftop; it’s another thing entirely to 
manage a functioning dairy farm. 

Then there’s the corn in subways—a concept that blends urban agriculture with 
public transportation in the most peculiar way. As commuters zip through 
underground tunnels, why not have rows of corn lining the subway tracks? This 
would make the daily commute much more scenic, providing a strange but 
beautiful fusion of technology and agriculture. Of course, there are a few 
obstacles. Corn needs sunlight, something that is noticeably absent in 
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subterranean environments. Growing corn in the dark confines of a subway 
system would require some serious innovations in artificial lighting and 
temperature control. And let’s not forget the potential hazards—imagine a 
subway car swerving to avoid a rogue ear of corn that has somehow escaped its 
stalk! 

Still, the 15-minute farm concept forces us to think outside the box. While cows 
on rooftops and corn in subways may be more of a whimsical thought experiment 
than a practical solution, it raises the question: How far are we willing to go to 
integrate agriculture into our urban spaces? As cities continue to grow and the 
need for local food production increases, the hypothetical 15-minute farm might 
not be as far-fetched as it seems. Perhaps one day, the line between farm and city 
will blur to the point where urbanites can pick fresh vegetables on their way to 
work and milk a cow on their lunch break. 

The Urban Farmer's Dilemma: Where Do You Milk the Cow in a Studio 
Apartment? 

Now, let’s imagine a more intimate, personal version of the 15-minute farm—one 
where the farm is not confined to rooftops or subway stations but is instead 
brought right into the homes of city dwellers. Welcome to the world of the urban 
farmer, where residents of studio apartments and lofts try their hand at small-
scale animal husbandry and agriculture. The only question is: where do you milk 
the cow in a studio apartment? 

Let’s face it—most studio apartments barely have room for a bed, let alone a full-
grown cow. But in the spirit of the 15-minute farm, urban farmers would need to 
adapt to their new reality. Perhaps the kitchen becomes a multipurpose space: 
one minute, you’re making breakfast; the next, you’re setting up a milking station 
for your apartment-bound bovine. Forget about the inconvenience of small 
countertops—try fitting a milking stool in a 500-square-foot apartment. 

Of course, space isn’t the only issue. Cows are notoriously messy animals, and 
managing their needs in a confined apartment setting would require a level of 
creativity that borders on madness. One could imagine the modern urban farmer 
relying on DIY solutions—such as repurposing the bathroom as a makeshift stable 
or installing a retractable fence to cordon off a “grazing” area. But no matter how 
resourceful you are, there’s no getting around the fact that cows require 
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attention, and apartment living simply isn’t conducive to their needs. After all, 
where would you store the hay? And what do you do when your cow decides to 
moo loudly in the middle of the night, much to the dismay of your neighbors? 

For the urban farmer, the real dilemma is not just where to milk the cow, but 
whether it’s even possible to maintain any semblance of normal city life while 
also tending to livestock. Balancing the demands of work, social life, and urban 
cow ownership would undoubtedly lead to some hilarious and surreal situations. 
Picture rushing to a morning meeting while simultaneously trying to wrangle your 
cow back into its designated corner of the apartment. Or imagine the logistical 
nightmare of figuring out how to get fresh milk from your cow to the local 
farmers' market without spilling it all over the subway. 

Beyond the comedic aspects, the hypothetical 15-minute farm in a city apartment 
raises some serious questions about the limits of urban agriculture. Is it possible 
to fully integrate farming into the city without sacrificing the very essence of 
urban life? Or is there a point where practicality must prevail, and we accept that 
some things—like cows—are simply better off in the countryside? 

In the end, the urban farmer’s dilemma is a reflection of the larger challenges 
faced by 15-minute cities. As we strive for sustainability and self-sufficiency, we 
may find that some elements of rural life just don’t translate well to the urban 
environment. While the idea of milking a cow in a studio apartment is undeniably 
humorous, it also serves as a reminder that there are limits to what we can 
achieve within the confines of city living. The 15-minute farm, like so many other 
utopian concepts, may remain a pipe dream for now—but at least it’s one that 
makes us laugh. 

 

Chapter 5: Corn Dogs and City Blocks 

Balancing Agrarian Roots and Urban Life: A Satirical Look 

As cities grow more sophisticated, and the 15-minute city concept becomes 
reality, one might think that our agrarian roots are a distant memory. After all, we 
no longer need to till the soil or rise at dawn to milk the cows—our food arrives 
neatly packaged, conveniently delivered to us by a supply chain that hums quietly 
in the background. But as we revel in our modern conveniences, there’s a tug of 
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nostalgia that remains, a longing to reconnect with our agricultural past. And in 
this strange and satirical future, where corn dogs are made from corn grown in 
skyscrapers and cows roam city blocks, we may find ourselves living in a world 
where urban life and agrarian traditions clash in the most amusing ways. 

Picture this: city blocks transformed into mini-farms, where your morning stroll to 
the office takes you past a cornfield nestled between a high-rise apartment and a 
tech startup. A street vendor sells freshly made corn dogs, the corn for which was 
grown just around the corner in a repurposed parking lot. The hot dogs? Well, 
they’re made from lab-grown meat because, let’s face it, nobody wants to deal 
with herding pigs on the city streets. In this satirical world, urbanites are forced to 
reconcile their modern lifestyles with the messy, unpredictable realities of 
agriculture. 

For the urbanite of the 15-minute city, life becomes an odd balancing act. On the 
one hand, they enjoy the convenience of city living—fast internet, endless 
entertainment options, and food that seems to appear magically on store shelves. 
On the other hand, they are thrust back into the very roots of human civilization, 
confronted with the gritty, sometimes awkward realities of growing their own 
food. A quick stop at the corner café for a latte might now involve dodging a 
wayward cow, and a stroll through the park might turn into an impromptu 
weeding session as the city’s urban gardens struggle to keep up with demand. 

The satirical nature of this agrarian-urban balancing act lies in its contradictions. 
We live in a world where the latest technology is within arm’s reach, yet we’re 
also expected to be stewards of the land, tending to crops that have no business 
growing in an urban environment. This bizarre juxtaposition of old and new, of 
rural and urban, creates a world that’s both amusing and a little unsettling. The 
corn dog, once a simple fairground treat, becomes a symbol of this absurd fusion 
of agrarian roots and urban life—a reminder that, no matter how far we advance, 
we can never fully escape the call of the cornfield. 

The Future of Agriculture in Cities: Will Your Milk Come From a Carton or a 5th 
Floor Cow? 

As the future of agriculture continues to unfold in urban environments, we are 
left with a pressing question: where will our food actually come from? Will the 15-
minute city of tomorrow rely on traditional supply chains, or will we truly 
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embrace the bizarre vision of a future where your milk comes from a cow living 
on the 5th floor of your apartment building? 

The idea of rooftop farms and vertical agriculture is no longer science fiction—
urban planners are already experimenting with ways to integrate food production 
into city life. But the concept of large-scale farming within city limits still presents 
significant challenges. Can we really expect cows to graze peacefully atop 
skyscrapers or corn to grow in underground subway stations? Or will these ideas 
remain little more than entertaining thought experiments? 

In a more likely scenario, the future of agriculture in cities will be a hybrid of 
traditional and futuristic approaches. For certain crops and small-scale 
production, urban farming may indeed take hold, with rooftop gardens providing 
fresh produce and herbs for local restaurants and residents. Vertical farms, 
housed within high-tech skyscrapers, could offer a sustainable source of greens 
and vegetables, reducing the need for long-distance transportation. But for 
larger-scale farming—think cows, pigs, and rows upon rows of corn—the 
countryside will remain king. It’s simply too impractical to bring the entirety of 
agriculture into the city, no matter how cleverly designed the 15-minute farm 
may be. 

Still, the allure of having a cow just a few floors away from your apartment does 
make for an interesting (and humorous) future. Perhaps in this world, milk 
delivery takes on a whole new meaning—rather than cartons being dropped off at 
your door, you might simply visit the cow on the roof and fill your jug straight 
from the source. City-dwellers could take turns milking the communal cow, 
forming bonds not just with their neighbors, but with their bovine companions as 
well. And while this vision might seem absurd to us now, it’s a reflection of our 
increasing desire to be closer to the food we eat—to understand where it comes 
from, how it’s produced, and to play a more active role in the process. 

However, even in this utopian (or dystopian, depending on your perspective) 
future, certain realities cannot be ignored. Cows, for all their charm, are large 
animals that require space, care, and attention. Their place is not in cramped 
urban environments, but in the wide-open pastures of rural life. So while the 
thought of rooftop dairy farms makes for a good joke, it’s unlikely to become a 
reality any time soon. The milk we drink will continue to come from the 
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countryside, processed and packaged far from the city, even as urban farming 
takes on a more significant role in feeding city dwellers. 

Ultimately, the future of agriculture in cities will likely involve a mix of innovation 
and tradition. The rise of urban farms may bring us closer to our food sources 
than ever before, but the realities of large-scale farming will continue to require 
vast rural spaces. The 15-minute city may never fully escape its dependence on 
the countryside, but that’s not necessarily a bad thing. After all, some things—like 
fresh milk from a cow grazing on real grass—are worth the extra time and 
distance. 

In the end, the question of whether your milk will come from a carton or a 5th-
floor cow is a reflection of the larger challenges facing urban agriculture. While 
the idea of integrating farming into city life is both funny and intriguing, it also 
forces us to confront the limitations of our modern urban environments. The 
balance between convenience and sustainability, between the old ways of 
farming and the new realities of city living, will shape the future of food 
production in cities. And whether we end up milking cows on rooftops or simply 
picking fresh vegetables from our local vertical farm, one thing is certain: the 
future of food in the 15-minute city is bound to be both entertaining and thought-
provoking. 

 

"What if My Neighbor Wants a Tractor?" 

A Lighthearted Exploration of Parking Issues When Farmers Move to the City 

As the 15-minute city begins to embrace more agrarian practices, an unexpected 
conundrum arises: what happens when your neighbor decides to trade in their 
electric car for something a little more... rugged? That's right—imagine waking up 
one morning to find that the sleek Tesla parked next to your vehicle has been 
replaced by a full-sized tractor. Welcome to the brave new world where farmers 
move to the city, and suddenly, parking isn't just about fitting in between the 
lines—it's about accommodating the behemoth that is modern farming 
equipment. 

Tractors are, to say the least, not designed with the constraints of urban living in 
mind. They’re large, noisy, and, let’s face it, a bit out of place next to rows of 
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compact cars and scooters. In the rural countryside, tractors are a symbol of hard 
work and agricultural efficiency. In the city? They’re an oddity, a source of 
confusion, and, for the poor urbanite tasked with parallel parking next to one, a 
veritable nightmare. 

Let’s break down the problems that arise when farmers bring their beloved 
tractors to the city. 

1. The Size Problem 
The average parking space in a city is designed to accommodate small to medium-
sized cars, not farm equipment that can easily be twice the length of a sedan. A 
tractor in the city is like trying to park a rhinoceros in a dog kennel—no matter 
how hard you try, it’s just not going to fit. Imagine coming home after a long day 
at work, only to find that the one available parking space on your street is 
occupied by a tractor that’s somehow taking up two, maybe even three spots. 
Frustration ensues, and suddenly, the urban utopia doesn’t seem quite so perfect. 

2. The Noise Problem 
City living is already filled with its fair share of noise: honking cars, bustling 
pedestrians, the occasional street musician. But add a tractor to the mix, and 
things take a turn for the absurd. Tractors are not known for their quiet hum—no, 
they roar to life with the sound of a thousand angry bees. Your neighbor may be 
thrilled to have their trusty John Deere in the city, but for everyone else on the 
block, the early morning rumble of a tractor engine is the new bane of existence. 
Forget the sounds of birds chirping or the gentle rustle of leaves—your wake-up 
call now involves the unmistakable growl of a diesel engine. 

3. The Utility Problem 
Even if your neighbor manages to find a spot to park their tractor, the question 
remains: what exactly are they planning to do with it in the city? Tractors are built 
for plowing fields, hauling heavy loads, and managing large plots of land. In a 15-
minute city where green spaces are measured in square feet rather than acres, 
the utility of a tractor is questionable at best. What once was a vital tool on the 
farm becomes little more than a very expensive, very inconvenient lawn 
ornament in the city. 

Perhaps your neighbor envisions using their tractor to help with the burgeoning 
trend of urban farming—plowing the occasional community garden or assisting 
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with rooftop agriculture. But realistically, the tractor is going to spend most of its 
time parked, collecting dust and turning heads. In a city built for efficiency, the 
presence of a tractor is an exercise in impracticality. 

4. The Aesthetic Problem 
Let’s not forget the visual impact of having tractors parked on city streets. In a 
world where urban design is often sleek and modern, with clean lines and 
minimalistic architecture, a tractor sticks out like a sore thumb. It’s not exactly the 
type of vehicle that blends into the background. Your neighbor may be proud of 
their farming roots, but the sight of a massive tractor nestled between two chic 
apartment buildings is more likely to elicit chuckles than admiration. 

Tractors, with their oversized tires and bulky frames, were never meant to 
complement the aesthetic of the 15-minute city. Instead, they serve as a 
reminder that the line between rural and urban life can sometimes be hilariously 
blurred. While your neighbor may see their tractor as a badge of honor, the rest 
of the neighborhood might view it as an amusing, albeit somewhat inconvenient, 
novelty. 

5. The Solution (Or Lack Thereof) 
So, what do we do about the farmer who insists on bringing their tractor to the 
city? Short of banning tractors from urban environments (which feels a bit 
draconian), the only real solution is for everyone to embrace the absurdity. 
Perhaps city planners could designate special “tractor parking zones” where these 
mechanical behemoths can live in peace, away from the cramped confines of 
regular parking spots. Or, better yet, maybe we just accept that in this strange 
new world of 15-minute cities and urban farming, there will be the occasional 
outlier—like the farmer who refuses to part with their trusty tractor, no matter 
how impractical it may be. 

In the end, the idea of farmers moving to the city and bringing their tractors with 
them is both hilarious and thought-provoking. It forces us to confront the 
sometimes comical disconnect between rural life and urban living, and how, in 
our quest to merge the two, we end up with situations that are more sitcom than 
city planning. 

As for your neighbor with the tractor? You might as well get used to it. In the 15-
minute city of the future, where farming and urban life coexist in strange and 
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unexpected ways, a tractor parked on the street could be just another quirky part 
of city living. After all, what’s a little extra noise and parking trouble when you’re 
helping to save the world, one rooftop cow and subway cornfield at a time? 
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