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Christian Zionism, a movement rooted in theological and political support for the
modern state of Israel, has long held a prominent position in U.S. evangelical
Christianity. For many evangelicals, this perspective is seen as a fulfillment of
biblical prophecy and a spiritual obligation. However, not all evangelicals agree
with this interpretation. A growing number of dissenting voices within the
community challenge Christian Zionism on theological, ethical, and political
grounds, arguing that it often prioritizes geopolitical agendas over the gospel's
call to justice, peace, and reconciliation. This paper highlights a few of these
voices, exploring how their perspectives provide an alternative narrative that
seeks to align evangelical Christianity more closely with the teachings of Jesus. By
emphasizing justice for Palestinians, fostering reconciliation between
communities, and critiquing the political implications of uncritical support for
Israel, these voices invite a deeper and more nuanced understanding of
evangelical engagement in the Middle East. Their work serves as a call to rethink
assumptions, broaden perspectives, and pursue peace rooted in gospel principles.

Keywords: Christian Zionism, evangelical Christianity, dissenting voices, Israel,
Palestine, justice, reconciliation, peace, biblical prophecy, theological critique,
Palestinian Christians, Middle East conflict.


mailto:doug@youvan.com

Introduction

Christian Zionism is a theological and political movement that supports the
establishment and ongoing existence of the modern state of Israel as a fulfillment
of biblical prophecy. Rooted in a particular interpretation of scripture, Christian
Zionism holds that God’s covenant with the Jewish people, as outlined in the Old
Testament, is eternal and unbroken. This belief often extends to viewing the
return of Jews to their ancestral homeland as a divinely ordained event that
signals the unfolding of eschatological (end-times) prophecy. For many Christian
Zionists, support for Israel is not only a political stance but also a spiritual
imperative, seen as aligning with God’s plan for the world.

Within U.S. evangelical Christianity, Christian Zionism is highly prevalent. This is
due in part to the influence of dispensationalist theology, which divides history
into distinct eras, or "dispensations,” and assigns a unique role to the Jewish
people and the state of Israel in God’s redemptive plan. Organizations such as
Christians United for Israel (CUFI) have mobilized millions of evangelicals,
blending theological support for Israel with political advocacy. This movement has
significantly shaped U.S. foreign policy in the Middle East and deepened the bond
between evangelical Christians and the Jewish state.

However, despite the widespread acceptance of Christian Zionism within
evangelical circles, there exists a smaller but notable contingent of dissenting
voices. These evangelicals challenge Christian Zionism on theological, ethical, and
political grounds. They argue that the movement distorts the gospel by
prioritizing geopolitical concerns over Christ’s universal message of salvation and
peace. These critics also raise concerns about the impact of Zionism on justice and
human rights, particularly regarding Palestinian Christians and Muslims who are
often marginalized in mainstream narratives.

This paper aims to shed light on these dissenting voices by highlighting specific
evangelical leaders and movements that critique Christian Zionism. By exploring
their theological arguments, ethical concerns, and political critiques, the paper
seeks to provide a nuanced understanding of the diversity of thought within
evangelical Christianity on this issue. These alternative perspectives offer a
framework for rethinking the relationship between faith, politics, and justice in
the context of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. Through their work, these leaders



and movements challenge evangelicals to prioritize reconciliation, compassion,
and a Christ-centered approach in their engagement with the Holy Land.

2. The Theological Opposition

Theological critiques of Christian Zionism among evangelicals center on
reinterpreting scripture, emphasizing the universal nature of the gospel, and
addressing perceived inconsistencies between Christian Zionist ideology and the
teachings of Jesus. These critiques reflect a range of perspectives, from nuanced
adjustments to mainstream evangelical theology to outright rejection of Christian
Zionism’s foundational assumptions. This section highlights prominent evangelical
figures who challenge Christian Zionism from a theological standpoint and
underscores the diversity of these critiques.

John Piper: Reinterpreting Israel’s Role in God’s Plan

John Piper, a renowned evangelical pastor and theologian, provides a nuanced
critique of Christian Zionism by emphasizing the spiritual fulfillment of biblical
promises to Israel. While Piper affirms the historical and spiritual significance of
Israel in God’s redemptive plan, he challenges the idea that the modern state of
Israel is the ultimate fulfillment of these promises. Instead, Piper argues that the
Church—comprising believers from all nations—represents the true continuation
of Israel in the New Covenant.

Piper’s perspective is rooted in a Christocentric interpretation of scripture, where
Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection fulfill the Old Testament promises to Israel.
This approach shifts the focus from geopolitical restoration to the global and
spiritual mission of the Church. Piper warns against conflating contemporary
political developments with divine prophecy, cautioning evangelicals to prioritize
the gospel’s universal call over nationalistic or territorial concerns.



Tony Campolo: Advocating for a Universal Gospel

Tony Campolo, an influential evangelical leader and advocate for social justice,
critiques Christian Zionism for narrowing the scope of the gospel to a specific
geopolitical agenda. Campolo emphasizes the universal nature of Christ’s
message, which transcends national boundaries and ethnic divisions. He argues
that focusing excessively on the modern state of Israel risks sidelining the core
Christian mission of sharing the gospel and addressing global injustices.

Campolo’s critique is particularly directed at the exclusivity of Christian Zionist
theology, which often prioritizes the Jewish people and the land of Israel above
other aspects of God’s creation. Instead, he calls for an evangelical faith that
champions reconciliation, peace, and justice for all people, including Palestinians.
For Campolo, the gospel’s power lies in its ability to unite rather than divide,
making the emphasis on a single nation’s destiny incompatible with Christ’s
teachings.

Naim Ateek: Critiquing Zionism Through Liberation Theology

Naim Ateek, a Palestinian Anglican priest and founder of the Sabeel Ecumenical
Liberation Theology Center, offers one of the most pointed theological critiques
of Christian Zionism. Ateek frames his opposition to Zionism through the lens of
liberation theology, emphasizing justice, equality, and the defense of the
oppressed. He argues that Christian Zionism distorts the teachings of Jesus by
aligning with policies and ideologies that perpetuate inequality and suffering,
particularly for Palestinians.

Ateek’s theological critique is rooted in the message of Jesus as a liberator, whose
ministry focused on uplifting the marginalized and challenging systems of
oppression. He views Zionism, as it is implemented politically, as incompatible
with this vision, particularly in its treatment of Palestinian Christians and Muslims.
In his writings, such as Justice and Only Justice: A Palestinian Theology of
Liberation, Ateek challenges evangelicals to consider how their support for
Zionism aligns with or contradicts the gospel’s call for justice and mercy.



Highlighting the Diversity of Theological Critiques

The critiques of Piper, Campolo, and Ateek reflect the diversity of theological
opposition to Christian Zionism within evangelical Christianity. These perspectives
span a wide range of theological frameworks, including:

1. Supersessionism (Replacement Theology): The belief that the Church has
replaced Israel as the recipient of God’s promises. While controversial, this
view underpins many critiques of Christian Zionism by shifting the focus
from Israel to the global body of Christ.

2. Non-Dispensational Interpretations: Challenges to the dispensationalist
framework that undergirds Christian Zionism. These critiques argue for a
less literal and more spiritual interpretation of biblical prophecy, prioritizing
the gospel’s universal mission over territorial concerns.

3. Liberation Theology: A focus on the ethical implications of Christian
Zionism, particularly its impact on justice, human rights, and reconciliation.

These diverse theological perspectives share a common thread: a call to re-center
evangelical faith on the teachings of Jesus and the global mission of the Church.
By challenging Christian Zionism’s emphasis on political and territorial concerns,
these voices encourage a broader, more inclusive understanding of God’s plan
that prioritizes justice, reconciliation, and the universal message of the gospel.

3. Ethical Concerns and the Call for Justice

A central critique of Christian Zionism among evangelical dissenters is its ethical
implications, particularly regarding its impact on Palestinians. These critics argue
that the movement often overlooks or exacerbates injustices faced by Palestinian
Christians and Muslims, raising profound questions about the alignment of
Christian Zionism with the gospel’s emphasis on justice, mercy, and reconciliation.
By addressing these concerns, evangelical voices like Gary Burge and Shane
Claiborne challenge their communities to reconsider the ethical dimensions of
their support for Zionism.



Palestinian Rights: The Impact of Zionism on Palestinian Christians and Muslims

The political implementation of Zionism, supported by many Christian Zionists,
has significant consequences for Palestinians, including widespread displacement,
human rights violations, and systemic inequality. Palestinian Christians, who have
maintained a continuous presence in the Holy Land since the time of Christ, often
find themselves marginalized in both the geopolitical conflict and Christian Zionist
narratives. As a result, their voices are frequently ignored in discussions about the
Israeli-Palestinian conflict.

Critics of Christian Zionism argue that an uncritical focus on the state of Israel
ignores the struggles of Palestinian communities, undermining the gospel’s call to
defend the oppressed and seek justice for all. Palestinian Christians, in particular,
feel doubly marginalized—both as Palestinians living under occupation and as
Christians excluded from the evangelical narrative. This exclusion raises questions
about the consistency of Christian Zionism with Jesus’ teachings on loving one’s
neighbor and caring for the least of these.

Gary Burge: Advocating for Justice Through His Work on Palestinian Christians

Gary Burge, a theologian and New Testament scholar, has been a leading voice in
highlighting the struggles of Palestinian Christians. In his book Whose Land?
Whose Promise? What Christians Are Not Being Told About Israel and the
Palestinians, Burge confronts the ethical blind spots of Christian Zionism,
particularly its neglect of Palestinian perspectives. He argues that the Church has
a responsibility to address the injustices faced by Palestinian Christians and
advocate for their dignity and rights.

Burge’s work draws attention to the human cost of Christian Zionism, challenging
evangelicals to move beyond theological abstractions and engage with the lived
realities of those affected by the conflict. He emphasizes that justice is not
optional for Christians—it is a core element of discipleship. By advocating for a
more balanced approach, Burge encourages evangelicals to consider how their
support for Israel can coexist with a commitment to justice for Palestinians.



Shane Claiborne: Emphasizing Nonviolence and Justice Over Political Allegiances

Shane Claiborne, an evangelical activist and author, critiques Christian Zionism
from the perspective of nonviolence and social justice. He argues that the gospel
calls Christians to be peacemakers, not partisans in geopolitical conflicts.
Claiborne has spoken out against the militarization of the Israeli-Palestinian
conflict and the ways in which Christian Zionism can align with policies that
perpetuate violence and inequality.

For Claiborne, the gospel’s emphasis on nonviolence and justice requires a radical
rethinking of evangelical engagement with the Middle East. He calls on Christians
to prioritize relationships with both Israelis and Palestinians, seeking to
understand their experiences and advocate for peace. Claiborne’s vision is rooted
in Jesus’ teachings, which emphasize love, mercy, and reconciliation as the
foundation of Christian life.

The Role of Jesus’ Teachings in Inspiring Justice, Mercy, and Reconciliation

At the heart of the ethical critiques of Christian Zionism is a return to the
teachings of Jesus, who consistently prioritized justice and mercy over political or
nationalistic concerns. In the Gospels, Jesus’ ministry was marked by a focus on
the marginalized, including those who were oppressed by political and religious
systems. He called his followers to love their enemies, forgive those who wrong
them, and seek peace at all costs.

Critics of Christian Zionism argue that its support for policies that harm
Palestinians, whether intentionally or as an unintended consequence, is
inconsistent with Jesus’ teachings. The gospel calls for a radical commitment to
justice and reconciliation, requiring Christians to advocate for the dignity and
well-being of all people, regardless of their ethnicity or nationality.

Conclusion

The ethical concerns raised by critics of Christian Zionism reflect a deep
commitment to the gospel’s call for justice, mercy, and reconciliation. By focusing
on the experiences of Palestinian Christians and Muslims, voices like Gary Burge



and Shane Claiborne challenge evangelicals to rethink their approach to the
Israeli-Palestinian conflict. Their critiques remind the Church that the gospel’s
transformative power lies in its ability to heal divisions, uplift the oppressed, and
bring peace to even the most intractable conflicts. These voices serve as a call to
action for evangelicals to align their faith with the ethical imperatives of Jesus’
teachings.

4. Political Critiques of Zionism

Political critiques of Christian Zionism within evangelical Christianity focus on its
influence on U.S. foreign policy, its contribution to regional instability, and its
impact on peace and reconciliation efforts. Critics highlight how uncritical support
for Israel often aligns with militaristic strategies, exacerbates tensions in the
Middle East, and marginalizes the pursuit of justice and peace for all parties.
Evangelical leaders like Jim Wallis and Lynne Hybels have emerged as key voices
calling for a more balanced, ethical approach to engaging with the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict.

Jim Wallis: Critiquing the Militaristic Implications of Christian Zionism on U.S.
Foreign Policy

Jim Wallis, founder of Sojourners and a prominent evangelical advocate for social
justice, has been a vocal critic of Christian Zionism’s influence on U.S. foreign
policy. Wallis argues that Christian Zionism often aligns with militaristic
approaches to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, prioritizing the defense of Israeli
territorial interests over efforts to promote peace and reconciliation. This
alignment, Wallis contends, undermines the gospel’s call for peacemaking and
fosters cycles of violence and oppression.

Wallis critiques the narrative that equates unconditional support for Israel with
biblical faithfulness, warning that this approach can lead to policies that ignore or
even exacerbate human suffering. He emphasizes that U.S. foreign policy,
informed by Christian Zionism, has often sidelined diplomatic solutions in favor of
military alliances and actions, contributing to instability in the Middle East. For



Wallis, true Christian engagement with the conflict must prioritize the gospel’s
message of peace and justice over geopolitical strategies.

Lynne Hybels: Advocating for a Balanced Approach to the Israeli-Palestinian
Conflict

Lynne Hybels, co-founder of Willow Creek Community Church, has emerged as a
leading evangelical voice advocating for a more balanced and compassionate
approach to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. Hybels critiques the uncritical
alignment of many evangelicals with Israeli policies, arguing that this stance often
neglects the experiences and rights of Palestinians. She emphasizes that both
Israelis and Palestinians deserve justice, security, and dignity, and that the Church
has a moral responsibility to advocate for both communities.

Hybels has been actively involved in peacebuilding initiatives in the region,
partnering with organizations that work toward reconciliation and mutual
understanding. Her advocacy highlights the importance of listening to diverse
perspectives, including those of Palestinian Christians and Muslims, and resisting
the tendency to oversimplify the conflict into binary narratives. By promoting
dialogue and empathy, Hybels challenges evangelicals to move beyond partisan
allegiances and embrace a Christ-centered vision of justice and peace.

Exploring the Unintended Consequences of Uncritical Evangelical Support for
Israel

Uncritical evangelical support for Israel, driven by Christian Zionist theology, has
had several unintended consequences that undermine efforts toward peace and
reconciliation. These consequences include:

1. Escalating Tensions in the Middle East: Evangelical support for policies that
prioritize Israeli sovereignty often exacerbates existing tensions in the
region. This includes the displacement of Palestinians, the expansion of
settlements in the West Bank, and restrictions on Palestinian movement
and access to resources. Such policies fuel resentment and hinder the
possibility of a two-state solution or other pathways to peace.



2. Sidelining Reconciliation Efforts: By aligning with one side of the conflict,
Christian Zionism risks marginalizing peacebuilding initiatives that seek to
address the needs and rights of both Israelis and Palestinians. The focus on
supporting Israel’s political and territorial ambitions often overshadows
efforts to promote dialogue, mutual understanding, and compromise.

3. Undermining U.S. Credibility as a Mediator: The perception that U.S.
foreign policy is disproportionately influenced by Christian Zionist theology
can weaken America’s role as an impartial mediator in the conflict. This bias
reduces the likelihood of meaningful negotiations and alienates other
stakeholders in the region.

4. Polarizing Evangelical Communities: Within evangelical Christianity,
uncritical support for Israel has created divisions between those who
prioritize Zionism and those who advocate for a more justice-oriented
approach. This polarization reflects broader tensions within the Church
about how to interpret scripture and engage with political issues.

Conclusion

The political critiques of Christian Zionism by leaders like Jim Wallis and Lynne
Hybels underscore the importance of rethinking evangelical engagement with the
Israeli-Palestinian conflict. By emphasizing the need for justice, peace, and
reconciliation, these voices challenge the Church to move beyond narrow
allegiances and embrace a more balanced and ethical approach. Their critiques
highlight the unintended consequences of uncritical support for Israel, reminding
evangelicals that true faithfulness to the gospel requires a commitment to
peacemaking, compassion, and the dignity of all people. Through their advocacy,
Wallis, Hybels, and others offer a vision of evangelical engagement that prioritizes
the transformative power of Christ’s teachings over geopolitical agendas.

5. Evangelical Movements Offering Alternatives

While Christian Zionism remains influential in many evangelical communities,
several movements and initiatives have emerged that offer alternative
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approaches to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. These movements emphasize
justice, reconciliation, and a commitment to peace, often challenging the
theological and political assumptions of Christian Zionism. By creating spaces for
dialogue, education, and advocacy, these movements encourage evangelicals to
engage with the complexities of the conflict in ways that aligh more closely with
the teachings of Jesus.

Christ at the Checkpoint: A Platform for Dialogue and Advocacy Centered on
Justice and Peace

Christ at the Checkpoint (CATC) is a biennial conference held in Bethlehem that
brings together Christians from around the world to discuss the theological,
ethical, and political dimensions of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. Organized by
Palestinian Christian leaders, the conference provides a platform for dialogue,
reflection, and advocacy, challenging Christian Zionism and promoting a justice-
oriented approach to the conflict.

The name “Christ at the Checkpoint” refers to the physical checkpoints that
restrict the movement of Palestinians in the West Bank, symbolizing the broader
issues of occupation, inequality, and human rights violations. The conference
emphasizes the centrality of Jesus’ teachings in addressing these issues, calling
Christians to follow his example of love, compassion, and justice.

Key themes of CATC include:

« Challenging Christian Zionism: The conference critiques the theological
underpinnings of Christian Zionism, arguing that it often ignores the lived
realities of Palestinian Christians and Muslims.

« Promoting Reconciliation: CATC emphasizes the need for mutual
understanding and dialogue between Israelis and Palestinians, advocating
for peacebuilding initiatives that respect the dignity of all people.

« Highlighting Palestinian Voices: By centering the experiences of Palestinian
Christians, the conference seeks to correct the narrative imbalance in
evangelical discussions of the conflict.
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CATC has faced criticism from some Christian Zionists, who view it as anti-Israel,
but its organizers maintain that their goal is not to oppose Israel but to advocate
for justice, peace, and the gospel’s message of reconciliation.

Evangelicals for Middle East Understanding (EMEU): Promoting Education and
Awareness of the Complexities in the Holy Land

Evangelicals for Middle East Understanding (EMEU) is a U.S.-based organization
dedicated to educating evangelical Christians about the complexities of the
Israeli-Palestinian conflict. EMEU seeks to challenge simplistic narratives and
promote a more balanced understanding of the region’s history, politics, and
people.

Key initiatives of EMEU include:

o Educational Programs: EMEU organizes conferences, seminars, and
workshops to provide evangelicals with a deeper understanding of the
historical and political context of the conflict. These programs often feature
Palestinian and Israeli speakers, offering diverse perspectives.

« Advocacy for Palestinian Christians: EMEU highlights the struggles of
Palestinian Christian communities, emphasizing their role as a bridge
between Israelis and Palestinians. The organization calls on evangelicals to
support these communities through prayer, advocacy, and practical
assistance.

« Theological Reflection: EMEU encourages evangelicals to critically examine
their theological assumptions about Israel and Zionism, offering alternative
interpretations that prioritize justice and reconciliation.

Through its work, EMEU provides a counterpoint to Christian Zionism, fostering a
more nuanced and compassionate approach to the Holy Land.
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Grassroots Initiatives: The Growing Influence of Younger Evangelicals Focusing
on Reconciliation and Peacemaking

A new generation of evangelicals is increasingly questioning the traditional
alignment of their communities with Christian Zionism. These younger
evangelicals, shaped by broader cultural shifts and exposure to global justice
movements, are more likely to emphasize reconciliation, human rights, and
nonviolence in their engagement with the Israeli-Palestinian conflict.

Key characteristics of these grassroots initiatives include:

« Reconciliation as a Core Value: Younger evangelicals are drawn to
movements that prioritize building relationships between Israelis and
Palestinians, fostering mutual understanding and collaboration.

« Use of Digital Platforms: Social media and online forums have become
powerful tools for these grassroots initiatives, enabling younger
evangelicals to share stories, raise awareness, and mobilize support for
justice and peace.

« Interfaith and Intercultural Dialogue: Many younger evangelicals

participate in or organize interfaith initiatives that bring together Christians,

Muslims, and Jews to discuss the conflict and explore common ground.
Examples of grassroots initiatives include:

o Peacemaking Trips: Organizations like Telos organize trips to Israel and
Palestine, where participants engage directly with local communities and
learn about their experiences. These trips often challenge preconceived
notions and inspire participants to advocate for peace.

« Social Justice Campaigns: Young evangelicals are increasingly involved in
campaigns that highlight human rights issues in the Holy Land, including

advocating for an end to settlement expansion and supporting the rights of

Palestinian refugees.
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Conclusion

Movements like Christ at the Checkpoint, Evangelicals for Middle East
Understanding, and grassroots initiatives led by younger evangelicals represent a
growing shift within evangelical Christianity. These efforts challenge the
theological and political dominance of Christian Zionism by promoting justice,
reconciliation, and a more compassionate engagement with the Israeli-Palestinian
conflict. By offering alternatives rooted in the teachings of Jesus, these
movements inspire hope for a future where evangelicals play a constructive role
in fostering peace and healing in the Holy Land.

6. Personal Narratives and Advocacy

Personal narratives and grassroots advocacy efforts are powerful tools for
challenging the mainstream evangelical narrative surrounding Christian Zionism.
Through their experiences and initiatives, evangelical leaders and organizations
provide alternative perspectives on the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, emphasizing
reconciliation, justice, and the gospel’s call to love and serve all people. These
stories of engagement with both Palestinian and Israeli communities highlight the
transformative potential of peacebuilding and interfaith collaboration.

Stories of Leaders and Organizations Challenging the Mainstream Narrative

« Naim Ateek and the Sabeel Ecumenical Liberation Theology Center:
Naim Ateek, a Palestinian Anglican priest, founded the Sabeel Center in
Jerusalem to address the theological and ethical issues raised by the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict. Through workshops, conferences, and publications,
Sabeel offers a Palestinian Christian perspective that challenges Christian
Zionism and advocates for justice and peace. Ateek’s personal journey,
from growing up in a Palestinian village to becoming a global advocate for
liberation theology, provides a compelling counter-narrative to the
mainstream evangelical focus on uncritical support for Israel.

o Lynne Hybels’ Advocacy Work:
Lynne Hybels, co-founder of Willow Creek Community Church, uses her
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platform to amplify the voices of marginalized communities in the Holy
Land. Her personal engagement with Palestinian Christians and Israeli
peace activists has shaped her call for a balanced and empathetic approach
to the conflict. Hybels frequently shares stories of individuals and families
impacted by the conflict, bringing a human dimension to her advocacy.

Shane Claiborne’s Peacemaking Efforts:

Shane Claiborne, an evangelical author and activist, has participated in
nonviolent demonstrations and peacebuilding initiatives in the Middle East.
His commitment to nonviolence and reconciliation stems from his Christian
faith and his personal encounters with communities affected by the
conflict. Claiborne often shares stories of hope and resilience, emphasizing
the potential for grassroots efforts to bridge divides.

Highlighting Specific Instances of Engagement with Palestinian and Israeli
Communities

Bethlehem Bible College and Christ at the Checkpoint:

The Bethlehem Bible College serves as a hub for Palestinian Christian
education and advocacy. It offers theological training to students while
engaging the broader evangelical community through initiatives like the
Christ at the Checkpoint conference. Stories from students and faculty
highlight the challenges faced by Palestinian Christians and their efforts to
live out their faith in a context of occupation and conflict. These narratives
challenge evangelical audiences to reconsider their perspectives on the
Holy Land.

Peacemaking Visits:

Organizations such as Telos organize immersive trips to Israel and Palestine,
allowing participants to engage directly with both Israeli and Palestinian
communities. These visits often include meetings with Palestinian refugees,
Israeli settlers, and peace activists from both sides, providing participants
with a deeper understanding of the conflict’s complexities. Personal
testimonies from trip participants reveal how these experiences challenge
stereotypes and inspire advocacy for a more just and peaceful resolution.
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Bridge-Building in Jerusalem:

In Jerusalem, evangelical leaders have facilitated joint initiatives between
Palestinian and Israeli religious communities. For example, collaborative
projects focusing on education, healthcare, and social services bring
together individuals from different backgrounds, fostering mutual respect
and understanding. These efforts often include workshops where
participants share their personal stories, creating space for empathy and
reconciliation.

Examples of Peacebuilding and Interfaith Collaboration Led by Evangelicals

Musalaha’s Reconciliation Programs:

Musalaha, a Christian organization based in Jerusalem, focuses on
reconciliation between Palestinians and Israelis. Founded by Salim
Munayer, the organization conducts workshops, retreats, and youth
programs that bring together individuals from both communities. Stories
from participants highlight the transformative impact of these programs,
which foster dialogue, build trust, and encourage collaborative problem-
solving.

The Parent Circle-Families Forum:

Although not exclusively evangelical, this organization includes evangelical
participants in its efforts to bring together Israeli and Palestinian families
who have lost loved ones in the conflict. Through storytelling and dialogue,
members of the forum share their grief and commitment to peace,
demonstrating the power of personal narratives to transcend political
divisions.

Interfaith Environmental Initiatives:

Evangelicals have also participated in interfaith efforts to address shared
environmental challenges in the Holy Land. These initiatives bring together
Christian, Jewish, and Muslim communities to work on projects such as
water conservation and reforestation. By focusing on common concerns,
these collaborations foster relationships that transcend religious and
national boundaries.
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Conclusion

The personal narratives and advocacy efforts of evangelical leaders and
organizations provide a powerful counterweight to the mainstream Christian
Zionist narrative. By engaging with Palestinian and Israeli communities, these
individuals and groups demonstrate the transformative potential of
peacebuilding, reconciliation, and interfaith collaboration. Their stories remind
evangelicals of the gospel’s call to prioritize justice, mercy, and love, challenging
the Church to take a more compassionate and balanced approach to the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict. Through their work, they offer a vision of hope and healing in
a region marked by division and strife.

7. Why These Voices Matter

The dissenting voices within evangelical Christianity that challenge the
mainstream narrative of Christian Zionism are essential for fostering a more
inclusive and nuanced conversation about the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. These
voices highlight the complexities of the region and call attention to the often-
overlooked ethical, theological, and political dimensions of evangelical
engagement with Israel and Palestine. By advocating for justice, reconciliation,
and the teachings of Jesus, these critics encourage evangelicals to adopt a more
balanced and compassionate approach that aligns with the gospel’s core values.

The Importance of Dissenting Voices in Evangelical Christianity

Dissenting voices serve as a counterbalance to the dominant Christian Zionist
perspective that often frames Israel as central to biblical prophecy and evangelical
mission. This dominance can create a theological and political echo chamber,
where critical engagement with alternative perspectives is limited. By questioning
the assumptions and implications of Christian Zionism, dissenters open space for
dialogue and reflection within evangelical communities.

« Encouraging Theological Reflection: These voices challenge evangelicals to
revisit their interpretations of scripture, particularly regarding the promises

17



made to Israel in the Old Testament and their fulfillment in the New
Testament. This theological reflection fosters a deeper understanding of
God’s plan for all nations and people, not just Israel.

Highlighting Ethical Implications: By emphasizing the impact of Christian
Zionism on Palestinian Christians and Muslims, these dissenters bring
attention to the ethical responsibilities of evangelicals. They remind the
Church that support for Israel must not come at the expense of justice and
compassion for others.

Promoting Inclusivity: These voices advocate for a more inclusive
understanding of the conflict, where the experiences and perspectives of
Palestinians are given equal weight. This inclusivity aligns with the gospel’s
universal call to love one’s neighbor and seek justice for the oppressed.

Encouraging a Deeper Understanding of Justice and Reconciliation

Justice and reconciliation are central to the teachings of Jesus, and dissenting
voices within evangelicalism remind the Church of these values in the context of
the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. By emphasizing the importance of these principles,
these critics encourage evangelicals to think beyond political and theological
allegiances and focus on the human realities of the conflict.

Justice for All: Dissenting voices highlight the need for justice that is
impartial and inclusive, addressing the legitimate grievances of both Israelis
and Palestinians. They call on evangelicals to advocate for policies and
actions that promote equality, human rights, and the dignity of all people.

Reconciliation as a Gospel Imperative: These perspectives emphasize the
gospel’s call to be peacemakers and agents of reconciliation. By fostering
dialogue and understanding between divided communities, evangelicals
can contribute to healing and restoration in the Holy Land.

Engaging with Palestinian Christians: By amplifying the voices of
Palestinian Christians, dissenters provide a fuller picture of the conflict and
its impact on the body of Christ. This engagement challenges evangelicals
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to stand in solidarity with their brothers and sisters in faith who face
marginalization and hardship.

Inspiring New Approaches to the Israeli-Palestinian Conflict

The perspectives of dissenting evangelical voices have the potential to inspire
innovative and transformative approaches to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. By
prioritizing justice, reconciliation, and the gospel’s message of peace, these voices
encourage evangelicals to move beyond simplistic narratives and explore creative
solutions.

« Promoting Grassroots Initiatives: Dissenting voices often support
grassroots peacebuilding efforts that bring together Israelis and
Palestinians to work toward mutual understanding and common goals.
These initiatives demonstrate the power of small-scale actions to create
meaningful change.

« Advocating for Policy Changes: By critiquing the theological and political
implications of Christian Zionism, these voices can influence evangelicals to
advocate for U.S. policies that prioritize diplomacy, human rights, and long-
term peace.

« Shaping a New Generation of Evangelicals: Younger evangelicals are
increasingly drawn to narratives of justice and reconciliation, and dissenting
voices play a crucial role in shaping their understanding of the conflict.
These perspectives can inspire a new generation of evangelical leaders who
are committed to peace and justice.

Conclusion

The dissenting voices within evangelical Christianity that challenge Christian
Zionism matter because they expand the conversation, deepen the Church’s
understanding of justice and reconciliation, and inspire new ways of engaging
with the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. By questioning dominant narratives and
advocating for a more compassionate and Christ-centered approach, these voices
remind evangelicals of their calling to be agents of peace and love in a divided
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world. Their work is not only a critique of Christian Zionism but also a call to live
out the gospel’s transformative power in one of the most complex and enduring
conflicts of our time.

Conclusion

This paper has highlighted key critiques of Christian Zionism from a range of
evangelical voices, showcasing the theological, ethical, and political challenges
they raise. These dissenting perspectives remind the evangelical community of its
higher calling: to follow the teachings of Jesus in pursuit of justice, peace, and
reconciliation. By questioning the mainstream narrative of Christian Zionism,
these voices offer a more inclusive, compassionate, and Christ-centered approach
to engaging with the complexities of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict.

Key Critiques of Christian Zionism
The featured evangelical voices challenge Christian Zionism on multiple fronts:

1. Theological Critiques: Leaders like John Piper and Tony Campolo emphasize
that biblical promises to Israel must be interpreted in the light of Christ’s
universal mission. They caution against conflating geopolitical events with
divine prophecy, urging a focus on the Church’s global mission of salvation
and reconciliation.

2. Ethical Concerns: Figures like Gary Burge and Shane Claiborne draw
attention to the injustices faced by Palestinians, particularly Palestinian
Christians, and critique Christian Zionism for often ignoring or perpetuating
these injustices. They call for evangelicals to advocate for the dignity and
rights of all people in the region.

3. Political Implications: Voices such as Jim Wallis and Lynne Hybels critique
the militaristic consequences of Christian Zionism and its influence on U.S.
foreign policy, which they argue often exacerbates tensions rather than
promoting peace. They advocate for a balanced approach that supports
both Israelis and Palestinians.
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Reaffirming Justice, Peace, and Reconciliation as Core Christian Values

Justice, peace, and reconciliation are at the heart of the gospel message. Jesus’
teachings consistently call Christians to love their neighbors, defend the
oppressed, and work toward peace. These dissenting voices remind evangelicals
that:

« Justice is not optional; it is central to the Christian faith. Supporting one
group’s aspirations must not come at the expense of another’s rights and
dignity.

« Peace is not merely the absence of conflict but the active pursuit of
harmony and understanding between divided communities.

« Reconciliation is a gospel imperative, calling Christians to bridge divides
and foster healing in even the most entrenched conflicts.

By prioritizing these values, evangelicals can reflect the love and compassion of
Christ in their engagement with the Holy Land.

A Call to Action

This paper invites readers to engage deeply with the perspectives of these
dissenting evangelical voices. Their critiques are not merely objections to
Christian Zionism but a call to rethink the role of evangelical Christianity in the
Middle East. To broaden their understanding and align their faith with the
gospel’s transformative power, readers are encouraged to:

1. Explore Alternative Theologies: Consider interpretations of scripture that
emphasize the Church’s universal mission and challenge the narrow focus
of Christian Zionism.

2. Advocate for Justice: Stand in solidarity with all communities in the Holy
Land, particularly those who are marginalized or oppressed, by advocating
for policies and actions that promote equality and dignity.

3. Foster Dialogue and Reconciliation: Support initiatives that bring together
Israelis and Palestinians to work toward mutual understanding and peace.
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4. Listen to Diverse Voices: Amplify the experiences and perspectives of
Palestinian Christians and other marginalized groups, ensuring their stories
are part of the broader evangelical conversation.

Conclusion

The Israeli-Palestinian conflict remains one of the most enduring and challenging
issues of our time. As evangelical Christians seek to engage with this conflict, they
must do so in a way that reflects the values of their faith. By embracing justice,
peace, and reconciliation, evangelicals can play a constructive role in fostering
hope and healing in the Holy Land. The dissenting voices highlighted in this paper
offer a roadmap for moving beyond simplistic narratives and aligning evangelical
engagement with the gospel’s call to love and serve all people. Their perspectives
challenge the Church to be a beacon of light and hope in a divided world,
embodying the transformative power of Christ’s message in the pursuit of a just
and lasting peace.
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