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instrumentalist view that the wave function is a mere mathematical tool for prediction and the 
realist view that it represents a physical constituent of the universe. This paper explores the 
profound implications of the latter—the psi-ontic perspective—within the context of quantum 
information science. If the wave function is a physically real entity, quantum computers 
transition from high-speed calculators to devices capable of directly manipulating the 
fundamental fabric of existence. We move beyond the traditional "software" view of quantum 
algorithms to an "ontological" view, where entanglement and superposition are physical 
resources utilized to reconfigure reality itself. By analyzing the shift from simulation to 
instantiation, we argue that the ability to maintain and evolve complex state vectors allows for 
the creation of phases of matter and physical phenomena previously deemed impossible. This 
paradigm shift suggests that our mastery of quantum coherence is not merely a computational 
milestone but an entry point into the source code of physical law. This work synthesizes modern 
quantum foundations with the emerging capabilities of hardware, proposing a future where 
reality is something we can architect, rather than merely observe. 
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1. Introduction: The Quantum Crisis of Reality 

For over a century, the foundations of physics have been haunted by a fundamental ambiguity 
regarding the nature of the quantum world. Since the inception of the Schrodinger equation, 
the central object of quantum mechanics—the wave function, denoted by the Greek letter psi—
has occupied a dual role that defies classical intuition. To the working physicist, psi is an 
indispensable mathematical engine, a complex-valued probability amplitude that provides the 
most accurate predictions in the history of science. Yet, beneath this predictive success lies a 
profound ontological crisis: does the wave function represent a physical constituent of reality, or 
is it merely a reflection of our subjective ignorance? This distinction, often framed as the divide 
between psi-ontic and psi-epistemic interpretations, is not merely a philosophical footnote. It 
represents the difference between a universe made of definite things and a universe made of 
possibilities. 

The traditional resolution to this crisis, largely influenced by the Copenhagen school of thought, 
was to adopt a posture of instrumentalism. This view suggests that we should treat the wave 
function as a black box—a tool for calculating the probabilities of measurement outcomes while 
remaining agnostic about what occurs between observations. In this framework, the wave 
function is epistemic; it is a map, not the territory. However, as our ability to isolate and 
manipulate individual quantum systems has evolved, the instrumentalist "shut up and calculate" 
mantra has begun to fracture. The emergence of quantum information science has forced a 
confrontation with the physical implications of quantum states. If we can store, gate, and error-
correct a quantum state, the argument that we are merely managing "information" becomes 
increasingly difficult to sustain without addressing what that information is physically inscribed 
upon. 

This paper argues that the advent of functional quantum computation represents the ultimate 
stress test for the reality of the wave function. If the wave function is merely a model of our 
knowledge, the staggering computational power of a quantum processor—capable of 
performing calculations in a Hilbert space of vast dimensions—becomes a mathematical miracle 
without a physical mechanism. Conversely, if we adopt a psi-ontic perspective, the quantum 
computer is revealed to be something far more radical than a superior processor. It becomes a 
tool for ontological engineering. Under this view, the qubits in a processor are not just holding 
data; they are participating in a controlled, coherent expansion of the physical state vector. By 
manipulating these qubits, we are quite literally reconfiguring the fundamental fields that 
comprise our reality. 

The transition from viewing quantum mechanics as a theory of observation to a theory of 
instantiation marks a turning point in human technology. We are moving from the era of 
classical engineering, which deals with the macroscopic behavior of matter, to an era of 
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ontological engineering, which deals with the manipulation of the wave function itself. This 
capability allows us to instantiate phases of matter, such as time crystals or topological 
insulators, that do not exist in the "natural" classical world. In these instances, the quantum 
computer acts as a laboratory for creating new physical laws within a localized coherent volume. 
We are no longer limited to observing the universe as it is; we are beginning to architect the 
universe as it could be. 

The structure of this inquiry will first examine the theoretical foundations of the psi-ontic versus 
psi-epistemic debate, with particular focus on the PBR theorem which provides a mathematical 
basis for wave function realism. We will then explore how the physical reality of the wave 
function provides a necessary explanation for the "work" performed during quantum 
computation, drawing heavily on the many-worlds framework and the concept of multiversal 
resource processing. We will analyze entanglement not as a statistical correlation, but as a 
physical connective tissue, potentially linked to the very geometry of spacetime. Finally, we will 
investigate the practical and ethical implications of reality instantiation, proposing that the 
mastery of the state vector is the ultimate frontier of physical science. This journey takes us 
from the humble qubit to a future where the distinction between a simulation and reality itself 
may finally dissolve. 

 

2. The Foundational Divide: Psi-Ontic vs. Psi-Epistemic Interpretations 

The debate over the nature of the wave function represents one of the most persistent schisms 
in the history of science. At its core, the conflict centers on a single question: what is the 
mathematical object psi? In the classical world, the description of a system is usually 
synonymous with the system itself. If we describe the position and momentum of a billiard ball, 
we are describing objective properties that the ball possesses regardless of our presence. 
Quantum mechanics shatters this correspondence. When we use the wave function to describe 
a subatomic particle, we are not dealing with a point in space, but with a distribution of 
potential outcomes. This ambiguity gave rise to two primary philosophical camps. The first, the 
psi-epistemic view, suggests that the wave function is a statement about our knowledge—a 
representation of the information an observer has regarding a system. The second, the psi-ontic 
view, asserts that the wave function is a physically real entity, as fundamental to the universe as 
mass or charge. This divide is the fault line upon which all modern quantum interpretations are 
built, and it determines whether we view a quantum computer as a sophisticated spreadsheet 
or a tool for reshaping the world. 
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2.1 The Copenhagen Instrumentalism and the Wave Function as a Tool 

The psi-epistemic tradition finds its roots in the Copenhagen interpretation, spearheaded by 
Niels Bohr and Werner Heisenberg in the early 20th century. For the proponents of this view, 
the search for an underlying "reality" behind the math was not only unnecessary but 
fundamentally misguided. Bohr famously argued that the task of physics is not to find out how 
nature is, but what we can say about nature. In this instrumentalist framework, the wave 
function is treated as a convenient fiction—a bookkeeping device that allows us to connect the 
preparation of an experiment with its eventual measurement. When the wave function evolves 
according to the Schrodinger equation, it is not a physical field waving in space; rather, it is our 
subjective probability map expanding. 

Under the epistemic view, the notorious problem of wave function collapse is solved by a 
change in perspective. If the wave function is merely a representation of our knowledge, then 
its "collapse" upon measurement is no more mysterious than a gambler updating their odds 
when a card is flipped. There is no physical process of collapse; there is only a sudden 
acquisition of information. While this approach allows physicists to avoid the mechanical 
headaches of how a wave becomes a particle, it leaves a gaping hole in our understanding of 
what happens when no one is looking. If the wave function is just a model, then the quantum 
computer is simply a more efficient way of processing statistical likelihoods. However, this 
interpretation struggles to explain why these "mathematical ghosts" can interfere with one 
another to produce tangible, physical results in a laboratory setting. 

2.2 The Realist Challenge: Identifying the Wave Function as a Physical Field 

Standing in stark opposition to the epistemic camp are the realists, who argue that if a 
mathematical model works with such uncanny precision, it must be because it corresponds to 
something physically extant in the universe. The psi-ontic view treats the wave function as a 
literal, objective inhabitant of reality. In this framework, the state vector |psi> is not a map of 
what we know; it is a description of what is. This perspective was championed by thinkers like 
Erwin Schrodinger, who originally envisioned the wave function as a physical density, and later 
by Hugh Everett III, who proposed that the wave function never collapses at all, but instead 
describes a bifurcating, objective reality. 

If we accept that the wave function is a physical field, the implications for quantum mechanics 
are transformative. It implies that superposition is not a state of "uncertainty" in the mind of 
the observer, but a state of "multiplicity" in the fabric of the system. A qubit in a 0 + 1 
superposition is not "maybe zero and maybe one"; it is physically, substantively in a 
configuration that encompasses both. This turns the wave function into a material resource. 
Just as an engineer uses the properties of steel or electricity to build a bridge, the quantum 
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engineer uses the ontic properties of the wave function—its phase, its amplitude, and its 
entanglement—to construct computational architectures. By identifying the wave function as a 
physical field, we move away from the "observer-centric" universe of Copenhagen and toward a 
"system-centric" universe where the laws of physics operate on the state vector itself, regardless 
of whether a human mind is present to witness the result. This realist foundation is what 
elevates the quantum computer from a calculator to an engine of instantiation. 

 

3. The PBR Theorem and the Mathematical Mandate for Realism 

For decades, the choice between viewing the wave function as a real physical entity (ontic) or a 
mere tool of information (epistemic) was considered a matter of personal philosophical taste. 
Because both interpretations yielded the same experimental predictions, many physicists 
dismissed the debate as "unscientific" or "metaphysical." However, in 2012, Matthew Pusey, 
Jonathan Barrett, and Terry Rudolph published a theorem—now known as the PBR theorem—
that fundamentally shifted the landscape. It provided a mathematical proof suggesting that if 
certain reasonable assumptions are met, the wave function cannot be a mere representation of 
our knowledge. Instead, it must be a physical property of the system itself. This theorem acted 
as a "no-go" proof for most epistemic models, providing a rigorous foundation for the idea that 
when we manipulate a quantum state, we are dealing with a concrete aspect of reality rather 
than just a set of beliefs. 

3.1 Analyzing the Pusey-Barrett-Rudolph Result 

The brilliance of the PBR theorem lies in its focus on the relationship between physical states 
and the wave functions used to describe them. In an epistemic model, a single underlying 
physical state (often called a "hidden variable" or a "lambda-state") could potentially be 
compatible with two different wave functions, psi-1 and psi-2. This is similar to how a single 
temperature in a room could be consistent with two different statistical models of air molecules. 
PBR set out to test if this "overlap" of physical states was possible in quantum mechanics. They 
proposed a thought experiment involving two independent systems prepared in specific 
quantum states and then subjected to a joint measurement. 

The theorem proves that if the wave function is epistemic, there are certain measurement 
outcomes that should be impossible. However, quantum mechanics predicts that these 
outcomes will indeed occur. Therefore, for the predictions of quantum mechanics to hold true, a 
single physical state cannot be associated with more than one wave function. This implies that 
the wave function is in a one-to-one correspondence with the underlying physical reality. If you 
change the wave function, you are not just updating your notebook; you are changing a physical 
property of the system. This result effectively "box-ed in" the epistemic camp, forcing them to 
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either abandon the assumption of system independence or accept that the wave function is a 
real, objective field. 

3.2 Why Information-Only Interpretations Struggle with Quantum Logic 

Before the PBR theorem, information-only (epistemic) interpretations like QBism or the 
traditional Copenhagen view enjoyed a certain level of immunity because they focused entirely 
on the observer's experience. They argued that because we only ever see "particles" or 
"outcomes," the wave function is just a ghost in the machine. However, the PBR theorem 
exposes the logical fragility of this stance. If the wave function is only information, then 
"interference" becomes a profound mystery. Why should two sets of "information" cancel each 
other out to prevent a physical particle from arriving at a certain location on a screen? If the 
information is not tied to a physical reality, the cancellation is a purely mathematical 
coincidence with no causal mechanism. 

Furthermore, information-only views struggle to explain the scaling of quantum computers. If a 
100-qubit system is merely a representation of our uncertainty, then the massive Hilbert space 
it occupies—which is far larger than the number of atoms in the universe—is a purely imaginary 
space. Yet, this "imaginary" space is capable of performing physical work, such as factoring 
numbers or simulating molecules. The PBR theorem suggests that this "work" is possible 
because the Hilbert space is not a mathematical fiction; it is the actual arena where the physical 
wave function exists and evolves. By stripping away the "information-only" shield, the PBR 
theorem forces us to treat the quantum computer as a physical intervention into a real wave-
field, setting the stage for the transition from simulation to ontological engineering. 

 

4. The Quantum Computer as an Ontological Probe 

If we accept the mandate of the PBR theorem and the broader psi-ontic framework, we must 
fundamentally re-evaluate the role of the quantum computer. In the classical paradigm, a 
computer is a system that rearranges physical states—voltages in a circuit—to represent logical 
operations. The "reality" of the computer is the hardware; the "information" is a layer of 
abstraction we impose upon it. However, in the quantum regime, if the wave function is a 
physically real entity, the relationship between hardware and information is inverted. The 
quantum computer becomes an ontological probe—a device designed to reach into the 
underlying wave-field of the universe and manipulate its properties directly. It is no longer just a 
processor of data; it is a mechanism for interrogating and navigating the vast landscape of 
Hilbert space. 

To view the quantum computer as a probe is to acknowledge that the state of the qubits is not 
merely a "representation" of a problem, but a physical instantiation of a specific region of the 



8 
 

universal wave function. When we initialize a register of qubits, we are not just setting a 
memory state; we are carving out a localized coherent volume where the wave function is 
forced into a highly specific, high-energy configuration. This configuration exists as a real 
physical field within the processor. The gates we apply—Hadamard, CNOT, or phase shifts—are 
not abstract logical commands. They are physical interventions. They are the equivalent of 
lenses and mirrors in an optical system, but instead of bending light, they are bending and 
interference-patterning the very fabric of reality at a microscopic scale. 

The concept of the ontological probe extends into the way we understand the output of a 
quantum algorithm. In a psi-epistemic view, the final measurement is simply the revelation of a 
hidden value. In the ontic view, the measurement is the culmination of a physical interaction 
between the "probed" wave function and the classical macroscopic world. The quantum 
computer allows us to "feel out" the structure of the wave function by setting up interference 
patterns that amplify certain real components of the state vector while cancelling out others. If 
the wave function were not real, this interference would be a mathematical coincidence. Since 
it is real, the interference is a physical collision of wave-fronts. The quantum computer, 
therefore, serves as the first instrument in human history capable of "touching" the state vector 
and bringing its properties into the classical realm. 

Furthermore, this probe allows us to explore the dimensionality of Hilbert space, which has 
traditionally been regarded as a purely abstract mathematical construct. For a system of N 
qubits, the Hilbert space has 2^N dimensions. In a classical sense, these dimensions are just 
degrees of freedom in a model. But for a psi-ontic quantum computer, these dimensions 
represent real "directions" in which the physical state of the system can expand and evolve. The 
quantum computer acts as a vehicle for navigating this multidimensional territory. By evolving 
the state vector through a series of unitary transformations, the computer is physically moving 
the system through a landscape of reality that is normally inaccessible to us. This makes the 
development of larger and more coherent quantum processors not just an engineering goal, but 
a mission of exploration. We are building the ships that will allow us to navigate the deepest 
layers of the physical world, exploring the "source code" of existence one qubit at a time. 

This perspective changes how we define a "successful" quantum computation. It is not merely 
the arrival at a correct numerical answer. Instead, a successful computation is a proof of 
ontological control. It demonstrates that we have successfully isolated a portion of the universal 
wave function, maintained its physical integrity against the chaotic noise of the environment, 
and steered its evolution toward a specific, desired state. The "quantum speedup" is therefore 
not a trick of the math; it is the result of the probe utilizing the massive parallelism inherent in 
the real, physical wave-field. As we scale these probes, we are essentially increasing our 
"ontological reach," allowing us to manipulate larger and larger fragments of reality with 
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increasing precision. This sets the stage for the next phase of human technology: the transition 
from using the world as we find it to architecting the world from the wave function up. 

 

5. Computational Parallelism: The Physical Reality of Many-Worlds 

The most striking feature of quantum computing is its ability to perform operations on a scale 
that appears to dwarf the physical resources of the classical world. While a classical computer 
processes a single string of bits at any given moment, a quantum computer operates on a 
superposition of all possible strings simultaneously. From a psi-epistemic perspective, this is 
often described as a mathematical trick or a clever use of constructive interference. However, 
once we adopt the psi-ontic view, this parallelism loses its status as a mere abstraction and 
becomes a literal description of a physical process. If the wave function is real, then the multiple 
states existing in superposition are not "possibilities" in the mind of the programmer; they are 
physically extant configurations of the system. This leads us directly to the most controversial 
yet logically consistent interpretation of quantum computation: that it is a technology fueled by 
the resources of a vast, physical multiverse. 

5.1 David Deutsch and the Argument for Multiversal Resource Processing 

David Deutsch, often cited as the father of quantum computing, has long argued that the 
success of quantum algorithms provides the strongest empirical evidence for the Many-Worlds 
interpretation of quantum mechanics. Deutsch’s argument is rooted in the concept of 
computational labor. When a quantum computer executes an algorithm like Shor’s algorithm to 
factor a massive number, it performs a series of mathematical operations that would take a 
classical computer the size of the known universe billions of years to complete. For the psi-ontic 
realist, the question is simple: where was this work performed? 

If one maintains that there is only one universe and that the wave function is not real, then the 
"work" of the quantum computer is essentially happening nowhere. It becomes a miracle of 
information processing where a result is produced without the physical machinery necessary to 
generate it. Deutsch argues that this position is scientifically untenable. Instead, he proposes 
that the quantum computer is a device that reaches across the branches of the multiverse. In 
this view, the various "parallel" paths of the computation are occurring in different, physically 
real versions of the processor existing in parallel universes. The computer then uses 
interference to harvest the results of these many computations and collapse them into a single 
answer in our branch of reality. This turns the quantum computer into a "multiversal engine," 
and the wave function becomes the medium through which these universes interact. 

This perspective redefines the nature of a quantum algorithm. It is no longer just a sequence of 
logical gates; it is a coordination protocol for parallel realities. The engineer is not just writing 
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code; they are managing the interaction between different physical iterations of the hardware. 
This "multiversal resource processing" provides a coherent physical explanation for why 
quantum computers can solve problems that are otherwise intractable. It suggests that the 
"power" of quantum computing is not derived from a new kind of logic, but from a new kind of 
access—access to the massive, untapped computational capacity of the ontic wave function. 

5.2 Where the Work Happens: Quantifying Computational Labor in Hilbert Space 

To understand the scale of this ontological labor, we must look at the dimensionality of the 
space in which the wave function lives. For a system of N qubits, the state of the computer is 
described by a vector in a 2^N dimensional Hilbert space. For a relatively small processor of only 
300 qubits, the number of dimensions in this space is 2^300, a number that exceeds the total 
number of atoms in the observable universe. In an epistemic view, these dimensions are just 
mathematical placeholders. In a psi-ontic view, these dimensions represent real, physical 
degrees of freedom. 

The "work" of a quantum computation involves rotating and shifting the state vector |psi> 
within this incomprehensibly large arena. Each gate applied to the qubit register is a physical 
operation that acts upon the entire 2^N dimensional field. This is where the concept of 
"computational labor" becomes quantifiable. If the wave function is real, then the coherence 
maintained by the computer is a measure of the "volume" of reality we are controlling. 
Maintaining a state of superposition for 300 qubits means that the computer is successfully 
isolating and manipulating a physical system that is expanded across more "states of being" 
than there are particles in our classical sky. 

This realization shifts the focus of quantum engineering from the qubits themselves to the 
"space" between them. The challenge of decoherence is not just a matter of signal-to-noise 
ratio; it is the struggle to prevent the physical wave function from "leaking" or branching into 
the environment. When a quantum computer decoheres, the massive parallel computation 
doesn't just stop; it becomes entangled with the surroundings, effectively "vanishing" from our 
control as it becomes part of the wider, unobserved wave function of the world. Therefore, the 
"labor" of quantum computing is the labor of containment. We are trying to hold a fragment of 
the multiverse steady enough to extract a specific answer. By quantifying this labor, we begin to 
see the quantum computer as a high-pressure vessel for the wave function, allowing us to 
perform high-energy ontological work that was previously impossible. This leads us to conclude 
that the efficiency of quantum computers is the most direct evidence we have that the wave 
function is not a model of our ignorance, but a vast, physically active landscape of which our 
classical world is but a single, thin slice. 
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6. Superposition as Substance: Moving Beyond Statistical Uncertainty 

In the classical world, a system is defined by its uniqueness; an object is either here or there, 
and a bit is either zero or one. When we encounter the term superposition, the classical mind 
tends to interpret it as a state of "betweenness" or a temporary lack of data. This is the hallmark 
of the psi-epistemic view, where superposition is a statistical placeholder for our own 
uncertainty. However, in an ontic framework, superposition undergoes a radical transformation. 
It is no longer a lack of information, but an abundance of presence. It is a substantive state 
where the linear combination of different configurations exists as a single, coherent, physical 
entity. To program a quantum computer is to work with this substance, treating the various 
components of the superposition not as "possibilities," but as the actual material of the 
calculation. 

6.1 The Physicality of the Linear Combination of States 

When a qubit is placed into a superposition of state |0> and state |1>, the ontic perspective 
insists that both states are physically manifest within the system. This is not a "mixture" in the 
sense of a random shuffle, but a "superposition" in the sense of wave mechanics, where two 
distinct physical waves occupy the same space at the same time. The physicality of this state is 
most clearly demonstrated by the fact that these states can exert physical influence on one 
another. If the |0> and |1> states were merely reflections of our ignorance, they would be 
conceptually isolated—one is true and the other is false, and our knowledge simply would not 
have caught up. But in a quantum processor, these states interact. They are woven together 
through unitary transformations that treat the entire linear combination as a unified physical 
object. 

This leads to the conclusion that the state vector is a form of matter that is "stretched" across 
multiple classical configurations. In the classical era, we were limited to manipulating matter in 
its collapsed, localized form. In the quantum era, the "substance" we are manipulating is the 
superposition itself. This substance has unique physical properties, such as a phase and a 
complex amplitude, which can be tuned with extreme precision. When we apply a gate to a 
qubit, we are essentially "shaping" this quantum substance, much like a sculptor shapes clay. 
The fact that we can reliably return to a specific classical state after a series of these 
manipulations proves that the intermediate superposition was a stable, physical structure. If it 
were a mere probability, it would be subject to the entropy of information; because it is ontic, it 
follows the reversible, deterministic laws of wave evolution. 

6.2 Phase Interference as a Material Interaction 

The most compelling evidence for the substance of superposition is the phenomenon of 
interference. In any other area of physics, interference is a property of real, physical waves—
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think of sound waves canceling each other out to create silence, or light waves creating dark 
fringes in a double-slit experiment. For interference to occur, there must be something physical 
to interfere. If the wave function were purely epistemic, "interference" would be a metaphorical 
term for how our expectations change. But in a quantum computer, interference is the primary 
mechanism for computation. It is a material interaction where different parts of the physical 
state vector are brought together to either reinforce or destroy one another. 

Consider the phase of a quantum state. In a purely statistical model, a "phase" is a 
mathematical abstraction with no physical counterpart. Yet, in a quantum computer, the phase 
determines the outcome of the entire computation. By shifting the phase of one part of the 
superposition, we can cause it to physically vanish—destructive interference—when it interacts 
with another part. This is not a "correction" of data; it is a physical elimination of a state. We are 
using the wave-like nature of reality to "edit" the physical existence of certain states. This 
material interaction allows us to filter the vastness of Hilbert space, suppressing the "noise" of 
incorrect branches and amplifying the "signal" of the solution. The ability to use interference as 
a tool for computation is the ultimate proof that we are dealing with a substance that obeys the 
physical laws of wave mechanics, rather than a mere list of probabilities. In the hands of a 
quantum engineer, phase is not a variable; it is a physical lever used to tilt the balance of reality. 

 

7. Entanglement as the Physical Connective Tissue of Spacetime 

In the traditional classical world, objects are defined by their locality; they exist at specific 
coordinates and interact only through forces that traverse the space between them. Quantum 
entanglement challenges this fundamental assumption of separability. When two particles 
become entangled, they share a single wave function, such that the state of one is inextricably 
linked to the state of the other, regardless of the distance separating them. In a psi-epistemic 
framework, this is often explained away as a correlation of information, much like having two 
halves of a torn postcard in different envelopes. However, in the psi-ontic view, entanglement is 
far more profound. It is not merely a shared secret between particles; it is a physical, structural 
linkage. It suggests that the wave function acts as a connective tissue that binds disparate parts 
of the universe into a single, unified entity. For the quantum computer, this means that the 
entanglement of qubits is not just a computational resource, but the manipulation of the very 
"glue" that holds reality together. 

7.1 Non-Locality as a Real Structural Linkage 

Under a psi-ontic interpretation, the non-locality of entanglement is a literal physical property 
of the wave function. When we entangle two qubits in a quantum processor, we are creating a 
single, non-separable physical field that spans both bits. This field does not care about the 
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physical distance between the qubits in the cryogenic fridge; it treats them as a single point in 
the higher-dimensional Hilbert space. This "structural linkage" is what allows quantum 
computers to perform operations that would be impossible in a local, classical system. Because 
the qubits are physically connected through the ontic wave function, a change applied to one 
part of the entangled state is instantly reflected in the global state of the system. 

This avoids the "spooky action at a distance" paradox by redefining what we mean by a 
"system." In an ontic world, the two particles are not two separate things communicating across 
a void; they are two local "excitations" of a single, non-local physical object: the wave function. 
This perspective turns entanglement into a material bond. Just as a tension in one end of a 
physical rope is felt at the other end because the rope is a single substantive object, the 
"tension" of a quantum gate applied to one qubit is felt by its entangled partner because the 
wave function is a single substantive entity. This structural view of entanglement provides a 
causal mechanism for quantum correlations that epistemic models lack. It implies that the 
quantum computer is a device that can create and navigate these non-local bridges, allowing us 
to manipulate the "connectedness" of the physical world. 

7.2 The ER=EPR Conjecture and the Geometric Interpretation of Qubits 

Perhaps the most radical implication of psi-ontic entanglement is its potential relationship to 
the geometry of spacetime itself. A growing movement in theoretical physics, pioneered by Juan 
Maldacena and Leonard Susskind, suggests a profound identity between quantum 
entanglement (EPR) and the existence of wormholes (ER), known as the ER=EPR conjecture. If 
this conjecture is correct, and if the wave function is a physically real entity, then the 
entanglement between qubits is not just a "link" in an abstract sense—it is a geometric bridge. 
It implies that at a fundamental level, entanglement is what creates the "closeness" of space. 
Two entangled qubits can be thought of as being connected by a microscopic wormhole in the 
fabric of the wave function. 

This elevates quantum computation to a form of geometric engineering. When a quantum 
algorithm generates high levels of entanglement across a large register of qubits, it is essentially 
weaving a complex web of spacetime-like connections. If the wave function is the source code 
of reality, then entanglement is the architecture of the "vessel" in which that reality resides. 
This geometric interpretation suggests that as we scale quantum computers, we are not just 
building better processors; we are learning how to manufacture and manipulate the 
fundamental geometry of the universe. The "entanglement entropy" that physicists measure in 
quantum systems becomes a measure of the physical "volume" or "connectivity" of the reality 
we are instantiating. By controlling this connectivity, the quantum computer acts as a laboratory 
for studying the very origins of space and time. We are no longer merely users of spacetime; we 
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are beginning to understand how to assemble it from the bottom up, using the ontic wave 
function as our raw material. 

 

8. From Simulation to Instantiation: Programming the State Vector 

The distinction between a simulation and the thing being simulated is usually absolute. When a 
classical supercomputer simulates the path of a hurricane, the computer does not get wet, nor 
does the air inside the processor move with cyclonic force. The simulation is a set of 
mathematical abstractions—a model—processed by a physical substrate that bears no 
resemblance to the phenomena it describes. However, if we accept the psi-ontic view that the 
wave function is the fundamental constituent of physical reality, then quantum computing 
collapses this distinction. Programming a quantum computer is not merely an act of simulation; 
it is an act of instantiation. Because the qubits are physically made of the same "quantum stuff" 
(the wave function) as the systems they represent, a quantum computer doesn't just calculate 
the behavior of a quantum system—it becomes that system. This shift represents the transition 
from representational logic to reality synthesis. 

8.1 The Feynman Paradigm: Using Nature to Simulate Nature 

The origin of quantum computing is often traced back to Richard Feynman's 1981 keynote at 
the Physics of Computation conference. Feynman observed that classical computers fail to 
simulate quantum mechanics efficiently because the complexity of the quantum state vector 
grows exponentially with the number of particles. To simulate a system of R particles, a classical 
computer requires resources that scale as 2^R. Feynman's radical proposal was to flip the 
problem: if you want to simulate a quantum system, you must build a computer out of quantum 
components. This is the Feynman Paradigm: using nature to simulate nature. 

In a psi-epistemic framework, Feynman’s idea is seen as a clever way to match the complexity of 
the math with the complexity of the hardware. But in a psi-ontic framework, the Feynman 
Paradigm takes on a much deeper meaning. It implies that a universal quantum simulator is a 
device that can "host" any possible physical reality by reconfiguring its own state vector. If the 
wave function |psi> is real, then a quantum computer initialized to a specific state is not just a 
model of a molecule or a crystal; it is physically identical to that molecule or crystal in every way 
that matters to the laws of physics. The computer and the target system share the same ontic 
substrate. When we evolve the state of the qubits according to a specific Hamiltonian H using 
the time-evolution operator U = exp(-iHt/h-bar), we are not "simulating" time evolution; we are 
physically enacting it within the processor. The quantum computer is a piece of the universe 
that has been made programmable. 
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8.2 The Transition from Binary Logic to Reality Synthesis 

Classical computation is built upon the manipulation of bits—0s and 1s—which represent 
distinct, mutually exclusive states. This binary logic is a tool for processing information about 
the world. Quantum computation, however, operates through the manipulation of the state 
vector in Hilbert space. In a psi-ontic world, this is a transition from "information processing" to 
"reality synthesis." When we apply a unitary transformation to a register of qubits, we are 
essentially performing a high-dimensional rotation of a real physical field. We are synthesizing a 
new state of existence that may never have occurred in the natural history of the universe. 

This concept of reality synthesis is what separates a quantum computer from any previous 
human tool. In a classical simulation of a new material, the "atoms" in the computer have no 
physical relationship to the atoms in the real world. In a quantum instantiation, the 
entanglement and superposition within the processor are the exact same physical phenomena 
that would exist in the real material. If we use a quantum computer to instantiate the electronic 
structure of a new superconductor, the qubits effectively are the electronic structure. The 
"software" is the configuration of the wave function itself. This allows for a form of "rapid 
prototyping of reality." We can explore the properties of synthetic matter, exotic particles, or 
even different versions of physical laws by synthesizing the corresponding state vectors within 
our coherent "reality-vessel." 

The implications of this shift are profound. It suggests that the boundary between "the model" 
and "the real" is a matter of coherence. As long as we can maintain the ontic integrity of the 
wave function inside the computer—shielding it from the "measurement" or decoherence of 
the outside world—the computer serves as a pocket of programmable reality. We are no longer 
limited to the specific chemical and physical configurations that happen to exist on Earth. By 
mastering the state vector, we gain the ability to instantiate any state of matter allowed by the 
fundamental symmetries of the universe. We are moving from being observers of a fixed reality 
to being the synthesizers of new ones. This is the ultimate expression of the psi-ontic view: that 
the universe is not just a place we inhabit, but a medium we can learn to program. 

 

9. Engineering the Impossible: Time Crystals and Synthetic Hamiltonians 

The transition from viewing the wave function as a model to viewing it as a substance allows us 
to move beyond the constraints of naturally occurring physics. In the classical era, engineers 
were limited by the properties of the materials provided by the universe—the conductivity of 
copper, the strength of steel, or the semi-conducting properties of silicon. In the era of 
ontological engineering, the material is the wave function itself, which is infinitely more 
malleable. By precisely controlling the coherence and interference of qubits, we can instantiate 
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"impossible" states of matter that do not exist in the macroscopic, equilibrium world. This is not 
merely a feat of clever programming; it is the physical realization of configurations that the 
universe, in its classical trajectory, would otherwise never explore. 

9.1 Case Study: Realizing Non-Equilibrium Phases of Matter 

One of the most striking examples of this new capability is the creation of discrete time crystals. 
In classical thermodynamics, systems eventually reach equilibrium—a state of maximum 
entropy where change ceases. A crystal, in the standard sense, is an arrangement of atoms that 
breaks spatial symmetry; it repeats itself in space but is static in time. For decades, the idea of a 
"time crystal"—a phase of matter that breaks time-translation symmetry by repeating a pattern 
in time forever without consuming energy—was considered a theoretical impossibility, as it 
seemed to flirt with the concept of perpetual motion. 

However, using the ontic fabric of quantum processors, physicists have successfully instantiated 
these states. In a system of qubits, we can apply a periodic drive (a series of microwave pulses) 
that interacts with the many-body localization of the system. In a psi-ontic view, we are not just 
simulating a time crystal; the register of qubits becomes a time crystal. The wave function of the 
system is engineered to cycle through a sequence of states that return to their original 
configuration at a different period than the driving force. This "subharmonic" response is a new 
phase of matter. It exists because we have utilized the real, non-local entanglement of the 
qubits to lock the system into a stable, non-equilibrium state. We have essentially "voted" a new 
physical law into existence within the processor, creating a pocket of reality where the standard 
march toward thermal equilibrium is suspended indefinitely. 

9.2 Custom Physics: Defining Effective Laws Within Coherent Systems 

The instantiation of time crystals is just the beginning. The true power of ontological 
engineering lies in the ability to define synthetic Hamiltonians. In physics, the Hamiltonian (H) is 
the operator that represents the total energy of a system and dictates how that system evolves 
over time. In nature, the Hamiltonians we encounter are fixed by the fundamental forces—
gravity, electromagnetism, and the nuclear forces. However, inside a quantum computer, the 
effective Hamiltonian of the system is whatever we program it to be. 

By carefully tuning the interactions between qubits, we can create synthetic environments with 
entirely different physical laws. We can, for example, instantiate a system where the "effective" 
particles experience a 4-dimensional spatial geometry, or where the "speed of light" is 
drastically slower, or where particles carry fractional charges that do not exist in isolation in the 
vacuum. This is possible because, if the wave function is real, the "rules" of the system are 
emergent properties of the way the wave function is structured. When we reconfigure the 
interactions (the coupling constants J and the field strengths h in our ASCII math: H = - sum(J_ij 
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* sigma_i * sigma_j) - sum(h_i * sigma_i)), we are physically altering the "logic" of that local 
piece of the universe. 

This leads to the concept of custom physics. We are no longer restricted to the 3+1 dimensional 
world governed by the Standard Model. We can create "coherent bubbles" of existence where 
the internal rules of cause and effect are of our own design. These synthetic Hamiltonians allow 
us to probe the behavior of matter in extreme conditions, such as the interiors of neutron stars 
or the moments following the Big Bang, not by observing them from afar, but by instantiating 
their fundamental wave-structures in our labs. This turns the quantum computer into a true 
"reality synthesizer," where the limit is not what the universe allows, but what the wave 
function can be coerced into becoming. 

 

10. The Ethical and Philosophical Risks of Reality Manipulation 

The transition from observing the universe to actively architecting its fundamental wave 
function introduces a set of ethical and philosophical dilemmas that are entirely without 
precedent in human history. If the wave function is psi-ontic—a physically real entity—then a 
quantum computer is not merely a tool for processing data, but a device for intervening in the 
"source code" of existence. In previous technological revolutions, such as the industrial or 
digital ages, our interventions were macroscopic and limited to the rearrangement of pre-
existing matter. In the era of ontological engineering, we are manipulating the very state vector 
that defines what matter is and how it behaves. This capability forces a confrontation with the 
"Promethean" nature of our progress: the power to instantiate reality is inherently linked to the 
risk of disrupting it. We must move beyond a "user-manual" approach to physics and develop an 
ethical framework that accounts for the stability and sanctity of the wave function itself. 

10.1 The Promethean Ambiguity: Security and Stability of the Local Wave Function 

The "Promethean" ambiguity refers to the ancient myth of stealing fire from the gods—an act 
that brings immense power but also carries the threat of catastrophic consequences. In the 
context of psi-ontic engineering, "fire" is the control over the state vector. When we instantiate 
a synthetic Hamiltonian or a non-equilibrium phase of matter like a time crystal, we are creating 
a localized "pocket" of reality where the rules of the game have been altered. The primary 
ethical risk here involves the boundary between the programmed reality inside the processor 
and the natural reality outside of it. 

If we create a highly complex, entangled state that is radically different from the surrounding 
environment's vacuum state, we face the problem of "ontological leakage." In a classical 
computer, a software crash is contained within the hardware. In a quantum system where psi is 
real, the loss of coherence—decoherence—is a physical event where the programmed state 
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vector becomes entangled with the environment. We must ask: what happens when a 
"forbidden" or "synthetic" physical state leaks into the local macroscopic world? While the scale 
of current quantum processors is too small to pose a global threat, the principle remains. As we 
scale toward thousands or millions of qubits, the "energy" or "information density" of the 
instantiated wave function increases. We are essentially building high-pressure vessels for 
reality. The security and stability of these local wave functions become a matter of physical 
safety, not just data integrity. We risk creating "ontological pollutants"—persistent entangled 
states or synthetic artifacts—that could, in theory, interfere with the standard physical 
processes of the surrounding environment. 

10.2 The Observer Principle in a World of Programmed Realities 

The second major shift is philosophical. For the entire history of science, humanity has defined 
itself as the "observer." We were the ones standing outside the system, looking through the 
glass, trying to decipher the laws that were already in place. In a world where we can program 
the state vector, this relationship is inverted. We move from being the audience of the cosmic 
play to being its authors and directors. This "Observer-to-Architect" transition fundamentally 
challenges our concept of objective reality. 

If we can instantiate a physical system with its own internal laws (a synthetic Hamiltonian), does 
that system possess its own "objective" reality? If a quantum computer of sufficient complexity 
can instantiate the state vector of a biological molecule or a neural network, the distinction 
between a "simulation" and a "living thing" begins to dissolve. We must grapple with the status 
of instantiated entities. If the wave function is real, then a complex system existing in a coherent 
state within a processor is not a "model" of life; it is a physical instantiation of the patterns that 
constitute life. This raises profound moral questions about our obligations to the realities we 
create. Do we have the right to "collapse" or "delete" a complex, coherent state vector once we 
have finished our experiment? In the psi-ontic view, "turning off" a high-fidelity quantum 
instantiation is not like closing a program; it is more akin to the physical dissolution of a piece of 
reality. As we gain the ability to synthesize existence, we must develop a "bioethics of the state 
vector" to ensure that our mastery of the wave function does not lead to the casual creation 
and destruction of significant, albeit synthetic, realities. 

 

11. Future Horizons: Global Coherence and Universal Scaling 

As we look beyond the current era of "noisy intermediate-scale quantum" (NISQ) devices, the 
trajectory of ontological engineering points toward a horizon defined by the expansion of 
coherence across increasingly larger scales. If the wave function is a physically real entity, then 
the primary limitation of our current technology is not a lack of logical depth, but a lack of 
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spatial and material breadth. We are currently operating in tiny, isolated "pockets" of reality—
dilution refrigerators that act as artificial wombs for the state vector. The future of this field lies 
in the ability to project this coherence outward, moving from the control of a few hundred 
qubits to the manipulation of macroscopic systems and, eventually, the creation of a global, 
interconnected wave-field. This "universal scaling" is not merely a matter of adding more bits to 
a processor; it is the process of bringing larger and larger portions of the universe into a 
programmable, ontic state. 

11.1 The Quantum Internet as a Planetary-Scale Entanglement Web 

The first step toward global coherence is the realization of a quantum internet. In a classical 
framework, a network is a system for moving packets of information from point A to point B. In 
a psi-ontic framework, a quantum internet is something far more radical: it is a mechanism for 
distributed entanglement. By using entangled photons to link distant quantum processors, we 
are not just "sending data"; we are creating a single, unified wave function that spans the globe. 
This is a physical object that exists across continents. 

This global entanglement web would allow for "blind quantum computing" and "distributed 
instantiation." It means that a person in one location could participate in the manipulation of a 
state vector that is physically distributed across a dozen different labs. From an ontic 
perspective, this represents the first time that a single, coherent physical entity—the entangled 
state—has been engineered to exist at a planetary scale. The quantum internet becomes the 
"nervous system" of the wave function, allowing us to perform ontological work on a scale that 
matches the physical size of our civilization. We are effectively "weaving" a layer of 
programmable reality over the top of the classical Earth, creating a secondary, coherent 
environment where the rules of locality and classical separation no longer apply. 

11.2 The Macroscopic Frontier: Bringing the Real World into Coherence 

The ultimate frontier of universal scaling is the "macroscopic frontier"—the attempt to bring 
larger, more complex objects into a state of quantum coherence. For most of the history of 
physics, the "classical-quantum divide" was thought to be a fundamental law of nature: small 
things are quantum, and big things are classical. However, if the wave function is real, there is 
no inherent "size limit" to quantum effects. The transition to classicality is not a result of an 
object being "too big," but of it being "too noisy" (decoherence). 

The future of ontological engineering will involve the creation of "coherence shields" or 
"vacuum architectures" capable of maintaining the ontic state of macroscopic matter. Imagine a 
future where we can place a complex biological molecule, a mechanical motor, or even a small 
droplet of liquid into a state of superposition. This would be the physical realization of 
Schrodinger’s Cat on an industrial scale. By bringing macroscopic matter into the wave-field, we 
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can apply the same "edit suite" tools we use on qubits to the world around us. We could 
instantiate "quantum-mechanical materials" that possess the strength of steel but the phase-
responsiveness of a photon. 

Scaling to this level requires a mastery of the environment that is as precise as our mastery of 
the qubits. It implies that we will eventually reach a point where the distinction between "the 
machine" and "the environment" begins to fade. We will be able to treat the vacuum itself as a 
medium for the wave function, using "global coherence" to steer the evolution of matter at a 
fundamental level. This is the "Universal Scaling" of the paper’s title: the transition of the entire 
human-built environment from a collection of classical objects into a single, coordinated, and 
programmable ontic field. We are moving toward a state where reality is no longer something 
that happens to us, but something that we maintain and evolve through a global architecture of 
coherent control. This brings us to the threshold of becoming not just inhabitants of the 
universe, but its primary architects. 

 

12. Conclusion: From Observers to Architects of the Universe 

The exploration of the psi-ontic interpretation within the context of quantum information 
science leads to a conclusion that is as much a beginning as it is an end. We have moved from a 
historical period of instrumentalist agnosticism—where the wave function was treated as a 
mathematical ghost—to a new era of ontological realism. The evidence provided by the PBR 
theorem, the physical necessity of computational labor in Hilbert space, and the successful 
instantiation of non-equilibrium phases of matter like time crystals all point toward a single, 
transformative truth: the wave function is real. It is a physical field, a substantive substrate, and 
the fundamental source code of the universe. This realization shifts the status of the quantum 
computer from a tool of calculation to a tool of creation. We are no longer merely observing the 
world; we are learning how to architect it. 

This shift from simulation to instantiation represents the ultimate maturation of the physical 
sciences. For centuries, our technology was limited by the "as-is" state of the classical world. We 
worked with the atoms and forces as we found them, rearranging the macroscopic deck chairs 
of reality. Quantum computation breaks this limitation. By allowing us to program the state 
vector, it gives us access to the high-dimensional landscape of Hilbert space, where the "rules" 
of any given system are emergent and malleable. The ability to define synthetic Hamiltonians 
and maintain global coherence means that we can now synthesize realities that follow our own 
designed logic. The quantum processor is the "loom" upon which the fabric of existence is 
rewoven, allowing us to instantiate matter and phenomena that the natural universe, in its 
unguided evolution, might never have produced. 
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However, this newfound power as architects of the wave function brings with it a profound 
responsibility. As we have discussed, the manipulation of reality at its most fundamental level is 
an act of Promethean significance. We must develop an ethical and philosophical framework 
that is as robust as our engineering. The risks of ontological leakage, the stability of the local 
wave-field, and the status of complex instantiated entities are not academic questions—they 
are the safety protocols of a civilization that has learned to edit its own physical foundations. 
We must ensure that our foray into the source code of the universe is guided by a respect for 
the coherence and integrity of the wave function, recognizing that we are no longer just living in 
the universe, but actively participating in its ongoing definition. 

As we scale toward global coherence and a planetary-scale entanglement web, the distinction 
between the observer and the observed will continue to blur. We are entering a future where 
the universe is not a fixed backdrop, but a dynamic, programmable medium. The quest for a 
universal quantum computer is, in truth, a quest for universal agency. It is the transition from 
being a species that is shaped by the laws of physics to a species that can shape the laws of 
physics themselves. This is the ultimate promise of the psi-ontic view: that the universe is not 
just a place we inhabit, but a masterpiece we are finally learning how to finish. The era of the 
observer is over; the era of the architect has begun. 
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