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historical, or covenantal transition. But what if it is also psychological? Drawing on Carl Jung’s 
framework of archetypes, the Shadow, and the individuation process, this paper proposes that 
the Old Testament represents the collective Shadow of the New Testament’s consciousness. 
Where the Old Testament reveals a God of wrath, tribal law, and collective punishment, the 
New Testament introduces love, grace, and the individuation of the soul. Yet these are not 
competing revelations—they are oppositional poles within a single psychic drama. The New 
does not replace the Old; it attempts to integrate it. In this framework, Christ functions not 
simply as a redeemer but as the Self in Jungian terms—the organizing principle of wholeness 
that must confront and reconcile the fragmented energies of the unconscious. Israel’s exile, 
sacrifice systems, and moral battles are not merely historical—they are symptoms of a psyche 
struggling to evolve. This paper reads biblical theology as depth psychology, reinterpreting 
sacred narrative as a roadmap of symbolic integration. The result is a vision of Scripture not as 
static doctrine, but as an evolving mirror of humanity’s interior landscape. 
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1. Introduction: Reading Scripture Through the Psyche 

The Bible is more than a religious document; it is a repository of humanity’s most profound 
symbols, myths, and internal dramas. Across its two testaments, the biblical narrative presents 
not only a historical and theological evolution but a deep psychic architecture—a movement 
from the undifferentiated tribal mind to the emergent, individuating soul. This paper proposes a 
radical re-reading of the canonical division between the Old and New Testaments through the 
lens of Carl Jung’s depth psychology, suggesting that what theologians interpret as covenants 
and doctrines, the psyche reveals as phases of inner transformation. The God of wrath and 
judgment in the Hebrew Bible is not replaced by the God of love and grace in the Gospels—but 
confronted, absorbed, and transformed. Christ, in this symbolic schema, is not only Savior but 
the archetypal Self: the integrating principle of the total psyche that must face its unconscious 
double—the Shadow. 

This approach does not seek to invalidate theological readings but to deepen them. Just as the 
individual must confront and integrate the darker aspects of the unconscious to become whole, 
so too does the Christian narrative require the integration of its own sacred past. The Bible, read 
symbolically, becomes a map of psychic evolution. 

1.1 The Theological Divide and Its Interpretive Limitations 

Traditional theological interpretation tends to sharply divide the two testaments: the Old 
Testament is often framed in terms of law, obedience, sacrifice, and divine judgment, while the 
New Testament introduces themes of mercy, personal salvation, love, and inward grace. This 
binary, while historically rooted, creates both moral tension and spiritual confusion. Why would 
a loving God evolve from wrath to forgiveness? Why does Christ declare continuity (“I have not 
come to abolish the law but to fulfill it”) while also introducing radical new teachings? 

This divide is especially jarring when Scripture is read linearly or literally. The seeming 
disjunction between Yahweh’s punitive decrees and Christ’s acts of mercy has led some 
theologians to adopt supersessionist models (where the New replaces the Old), while others 
double down on apologetics that attempt to reconcile the two on historical or covenantal 
grounds. But these frameworks often fail to account for the psychic necessity of the Old 
Testament’s content. What if, rather than explaining away divine violence, we recognized it as 
the symbolic expression of the unintegrated human psyche? 

1.2 Jung’s Archetypal Psychology as a Hermeneutic Lens 

Carl Jung’s work offers a profound alternative to doctrinal interpretation: reading sacred texts as 
expressions of the collective unconscious. Jung recognized that myth, scripture, and dreams all 
emerge from the same psychic substrate. Within this view, biblical characters are archetypes—
recurring symbolic patterns that represent inner psychic structures. Adam, Moses, David, and 
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Christ are not merely historical figures but carriers of universal psychic motifs. The Old 
Testament, in particular, dramatizes the tribal ego’s confrontation with power, law, and the 
unknown, while the New Testament signals a move toward individual integration, inward 
transformation, and conscious ethical awakening. 

Jung identified the Shadow as the repressed or unacknowledged part of the psyche—often 
violent, chaotic, or primitive. In this framework, the God-images of the Old Testament—jealous, 
punitive, fiery—are not theological anomalies but manifestations of the unredeemed Shadow. 
Christ’s entry into history, then, is not a discontinuity but an archetypal descent into that 
darkness, culminating in integration through crucifixion and resurrection. Reading the 
Testaments in this way reframes the biblical arc as individuation at scale: the Self descending to 
redeem its own Shadow. 

1.3 Method: Symbolic, Not Doctrinal, Interpretation 

The method used in this paper is not theological exegesis in the traditional sense, but symbolic 
analysis rooted in depth psychology. We do not treat the Bible as a literal history nor as a set of 
propositional truths to be defended or refuted. Instead, we read it as a dream-text of 
civilization—a mythic narrative reflecting the psychic condition of the communities that 
authored, preserved, and lived within it. 

This symbolic lens allows us to hold contradiction without collapse. The God who smites cities 
and demands blood sacrifices is not dismissed as archaic but seen as the necessary psychic 
material that precedes ethical transformation. The Christ who turns the other cheek and 
descends into hell is not merely moral exemplar but the symbolic Self entering the realm of the 
unconscious. 

This approach honors both the narrative power of Scripture and the inner logic of the psyche. It 
opens a path beyond dogma and disbelief—toward a psychological theology, in which Scripture 
functions not to divide but to integrate, not to judge but to reveal. Through this lens, the Old 
Testament is not discarded—it is the dark mirror through which the light of the New must pass 
in order to become whole. 

 

2. The Old Testament as Collective Shadow 

To read the Old Testament as the collective Shadow of the New is to reframe its narrative 
content not as primitive theology to be overcome, but as a necessary phase in the evolution of 
spiritual consciousness. In Jungian psychology, the Shadow represents those parts of the psyche 
that are disowned, feared, or misunderstood—often projected onto others or mythologized into 
symbolic form. The Hebrew Bible, when viewed symbolically, encodes the Shadow of an 
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emerging collective Self. It dramatizes the chaotic impulses, violent defenses, and moral 
absolutism of a tribal ego encountering both trauma and transcendence. Its recurring themes—
divine wrath, blood sacrifice, law, war, and purification—are not signs of theological 
contradiction, but psychic necessity. They emerge from a soul not yet whole, wrestling with 
survival, identity, and justice in an unforgiving world. The God of the Old Testament is thus not 
irrelevant or incompatible with Christ but represents the divine in its unrefined, unintegrated 
form. 

2.1 Archetypal Violence, Wrath, and Divine Retribution 

The Old Testament is replete with acts of cataclysmic violence—plagues, floods, genocide, cities 
annihilated by fire. The God who speaks is often furious, punishing disobedience with death, 
commanding total destruction of enemies, and inflicting suffering on the innocent to preserve 
cosmic order. These acts are jarring to the modern ethical imagination, yet within the Jungian 
framework, they make archetypal sense: they represent the raw energy of the unconscious 
breaking into consciousness. 

Such divine wrath is symbolic of the psyche’s early stages, where unintegrated energies are split 
into opposites: good vs evil, chosen vs cursed, obedience vs annihilation. The inner world is not 
yet differentiated; it reacts as a whole. In this schema, God’s rage is not moral perversion but 
psychic necessity. It externalizes the primal fear of chaos, betrayal, and boundary violation. The 
violence is mythic, not literal—a language through which the unconscious attempts to organize 
itself by externalizing threat and enforcing purity through fire. Yahweh’s wrath is not the end of 
the story—it is the psychic beginning of moral discernment. 

2.2 Tribalism and the Unconscious Ego Projection 

At the core of the Old Testament lies a fiercely tribal identity. God is not yet universal; He is the 
God of this people, this lineage, this promise. Foreign nations are “other,” and often 
demonized—Moabites, Amalekites, Canaanites—invoked as existential threats to covenantal 
identity. In Jungian terms, this is a projection of the ego’s first phase: defining itself through 
exclusion, differentiation, and moral hierarchy. 

The tribal God serves as a container for ego projection. What the emerging consciousness 
cannot yet understand in itself—jealousy, vengeance, territoriality—it attributes to both the 
divine and the other. Yahweh is often jealous because the people are. The enemies are made 
monstrous because they mirror the unacceptable traits within. The strict laws of purity, dietary 
restrictions, and ritual codes serve to reinforce identity boundaries in the face of psychic 
ambiguity. This is not yet a theology of love—it is a defense against dissolution of selfhood. 

Yet even here, the seeds of transformation appear: the prophets begin to criticize the nation’s 
arrogance, the covenant is reframed as heart-based rather than blood-based, and suffering 
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begins to be interpreted as internal failure rather than external attack. The tribal shell begins to 
crack under the pressure of its own contradictions. 

2.3 Sacrifice, Exile, and the Dark Night of the Collective Soul 

The sacrificial system of the Old Testament—animal offerings, blood rituals, burnt altars—is 
often misunderstood as primitive or transactional. But symbolically, it represents the psyche’s 
first attempt at moral exchange. Sacrifice is the language of a consciousness that feels guilt but 
has not yet internalized grace. It externalizes the need for atonement in physical form—blood 
must be shed to mark transformation. 

In Jungian terms, sacrifice functions as an alchemical operation: the offering represents a 
portion of the self being relinquished to the divine. But without psychological integration, this 
system becomes compulsive, even pathological—requiring endless offerings to manage the 
unintegrated Shadow. 

Exile—the recurring theme of being cast out from Eden, Jerusalem, or the land of promise—is 
the archetypal dark night of the collective soul. It dramatizes the ego’s collapse, the withdrawal 
of divine favor, and the longing for return. In psychoanalytic terms, exile is the moment of 
disorientation required for breakthrough. It is the liminal state where the old ego dies, and a 
more integrated self begins to form. Israel’s wandering is not punishment alone—it is a spiritual 
rite of passage, the Shadow’s exposure in the wilderness. 

2.4 Yahweh as Unintegrated Self-Image 

The image of God in the Old Testament is complex, contradictory, and evolving. At times Yahweh 
is wrathful, jealous, and capricious; at other times He is merciful, nurturing, and heartbreakingly 
intimate. This ambivalence reflects the unintegrated nature of the early Self-image. Yahweh is 
not yet the fullness of the Self—He is the projected composite of all psychic energies still in 
opposition. 

In Jungian thought, the Self is the totality of the psyche: conscious and unconscious, light and 
dark, male and female. But Yahweh, especially in the earlier texts, reflects only partial 
integration. He is powerful but volatile, holy but prone to rage, creator but destroyer. He 
demands love but instills fear. He reflects the psyche before balance—before the inner 
opposites have been reconciled. 

And yet, the figure of Yahweh evolves. Through the Psalms, the Prophets, and post-exilic texts, a 
more interiorized and compassionate God emerges—a prefiguration of the integration to come. 
The Shadow begins to soften; the ego begins to listen. Yahweh does not disappear in the New 
Testament—He is transfigured. What was once external law becomes internal grace. What was 
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once projection becomes incarnation. But the Old Testament must remain, because it is the 
mirror that Christ must enter—the darkness the Self must redeem to become whole. 

 

3. The New Testament and the Emergence of the Self 

If the Old Testament represents the Shadow of the collective psyche—filled with the archetypal 
forces of judgment, violence, and ego differentiation—then the New Testament signifies the 
arrival of the Self as understood in Jungian psychology: the organizing, integrating center of the 
psyche that calls all opposites into unity. The coming of Christ is not merely the arrival of a 
moral teacher or redeemer figure; it is the symbolic appearance of the fully realized Self within 
sacred narrative. His birth, teachings, descent, death, and resurrection together represent a 
mythic structure of individuation—not just for the soul of the individual, but for the collective 
religious imagination. 

The New Testament does not erase the Old but enters into it and metabolizes it. Christ does not 
reject the law—he fulfills it. But fulfillment, in this symbolic frame, is not doctrinal resolution—it 
is psychological integration. The Self accepts the Shadow, confronts it, descends into it, and 
returns transfigured. In this way, the New Testament becomes the drama of psychic wholeness 
played out on the historical-symbolic stage. 

3.1 Christ as Archetype of Wholeness and Integration 

Carl Jung identified Christ as the central archetype of the Self—the total, balancing force of the 
human psyche that seeks to unify the fragmented ego with the vast, chaotic unconscious. Christ 
contains opposites: he is divine and human, gentle and fierce, humble and sovereign, sacrificial 
and triumphant. His story reflects not only the outer redemption of humanity but the inner 
reconciliation of the psyche. 

In contrast to the fragmented divine image of the Old Testament, Christ arrives as unified 
presence—not reactive, not tribal, not capricious, but centered, knowing, and paradoxically 
whole. His teachings, his awareness of his own fate, his calm amidst betrayal, all reflect the 
stability of the Self. He does not project his Shadow outward but holds it, naming evil without 
succumbing to it, resisting temptation not by denial but by containment. 

Christ’s wholeness is not perfection in the moralistic sense—it is completion, the drawing 
together of heaven and earth, law and grace, past and future, body and spirit. In him, the 
fragmented images of God and humanity become integrated symbol. He is the axis mundi—the 
center around which the opposites revolve without disintegration. 
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3.2 Grace, Forgiveness, and the Descent into the Unconscious 

The New Testament introduces not just new content but a new mode of spiritual operation. 
Where the Old Testament offered law and obedience, Christ offers grace—an unconditional 
embrace of the fallen self. Forgiveness, in this light, is not simply pardon from a divine judge but 
recognition from the Self that the Shadow exists and must be integrated, not exiled. 

In Jungian terms, grace corresponds to the moment when the ego descends into the 
unconscious not to destroy it but to encounter it with compassion. The adulteress is not 
condemned. The tax collector is seen. The possessed are healed. Each of these encounters 
mirrors the psychic movement of integration: that which was repressed is brought into 
consciousness and redeemed through relationship. 

Christ’s descent into the human condition—his willingness to dwell among sinners, touch the 
leper, and even face demonic possession in the wilderness—demonstrates not moral 
compromise but deep psychological descent. He becomes the Self that voluntarily enters the 
unconscious not to judge but to transmute. This is the transformative energy of grace: not 
erasure of the Shadow, but its return to wholeness. 

3.3 Miracles and Parables as Symbolic Individuation Acts 

The miracles of Jesus are not random demonstrations of supernatural power. Each can be read 
as a symbolic moment of integration. Healing the blind reveals a consciousness that was once 
unable to see truth. Calming the storm demonstrates mastery over internal chaos. Raising the 
dead brings back what was lost in the unconscious and forgotten by the ego. 

Likewise, parables function as symbolic keys to individuation. They bypass the intellect and 
reach directly into the archetypal imagination. The parable of the Prodigal Son, for example, is 
not merely a moral tale—it reflects the psyche's return to its true center after wandering 
through dissociation, shame, and scarcity. The return is not punished but celebrated, because 
the Self rejoices when the lost fragments of the psyche are reintegrated. 

Jesus teaches in parables because the deep psyche responds to symbol, not doctrine. By 
speaking in paradox and story, Christ does what the ego cannot: he invites the unconscious to 
reveal itself on its own terms. Each story is a door into a deeper truth, not about others but 
about the structure of the soul itself. 

3.4 Crucifixion as the Alchemical Confrontation with the Shadow 

The crucifixion of Christ is the turning point of the New Testament—not merely a historical 
execution but an alchemical event of psychic integration. In Jungian psychology, transformation 
requires the confrontation of the Self with its deepest darkness. Christ’s death is not a 
transaction—it is a descent into the Shadow so complete that even God appears absent. 
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In that moment—“My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”—Christ enters the full force 
of abandonment, pain, and unconscious terror. This is the dark night of the soul, when the old 
God-image dies and a new relationship to divinity is born. The crucifixion is the ultimate 
confrontation with the Shadow, enacted not in resistance but in surrender. This surrender is not 
weakness—it is psychic courage, the refusal to deny the existence of suffering, betrayal, rage, 
and mortality. 

The cross becomes the axis upon which all opposites are suspended: love and hatred, justice 
and mercy, presence and absence, spirit and flesh. It is the psychic crossroads where the 
fragmented pieces of the Old Testament Shadow are held, not rejected. In dying, Christ does not 
destroy the Shadow—he draws it into himself, transforming it not through power but through 
presence. 

The resurrection that follows is not merely victory—it is wholeness emerging from totality. It 
affirms that integration is possible, that even the deepest Shadow can be redeemed—not by 
denial but by the courage to enter the tomb. Through this act, Christ becomes not just Savior, 
but mirror of the Self realized. 

 

4. Reconciliation of Covenants: Psychological Integration 

The rupture between the Old and New Testaments is traditionally understood as a theological 
shift—a transition from the Mosaic Law to the covenant of Grace through Christ. Yet from a 
Jungian psychological perspective, this rupture is not the abandonment of the former but its 
attempted integration. Just as an individual must reconcile inner contradictions to move toward 
psychic wholeness, the biblical narrative presents the Church with the challenge of holding 
together what was once split: judgment and mercy, law and love, fear and trust, tribalism and 
universality. In this symbolic frame, the covenants of the Old and New Testaments become not 
exclusive dispensations but psychic phases, representing the ego's moral structuring and the 
Self's call to inner transformation. 

The early Christian community—especially as depicted in the Book of Acts and the letters of 
Paul and James—becomes the theater in which this reconciliation is attempted. The process is 
messy, full of disagreement and ambiguity, yet it reflects the psychological struggle to unify 
inner opposites. Where the Old Testament gave external laws to restrain the ego, the New 
Testament introduces a force that transforms it from within. But transformation is not 
replacement—it is a deepening, a movement from outer conformity to inner integration. 
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4.1 Paul, James, and the Tension Between Law and Grace 

The tension between Paul and James in the New Testament epitomizes the unresolved struggle 
to reconcile the Law of the Old Covenant with the Grace of the New. Paul, writing primarily to 
Gentiles, emphasizes that justification comes not by the works of the Law but through faith—a 
faith that initiates inner transformation. His experience of the risen Christ on the road to 
Damascus represents a sudden, disruptive encounter with the Self, forcing the collapse of his 
former ego-identification with the Law. 

In contrast, James—writing from within a more Jewish-Christian community—insists that faith 
without works is dead. His emphasis on practical ethics, social justice, and personal discipline 
suggests a residual need to contain the Shadow through structure. James does not deny Grace, 
but he does not discard the psychic value of Law. From a Jungian perspective, the conflict 
between Paul and James is not simply doctrinal—it is dialectical. It reveals the psychological 
tension between liberation and containment, transformation and accountability. 

This tension mirrors the individuation process: the Self calls the ego beyond its structures, but 
the ego resists collapse. Both are needed. Grace must not excuse dissociation; Law must not 
block integration. Together, they express a psychic polarity that the early Church struggled to 
hold. 

4.2 From Collective Obedience to Inner Transformation 

The Mosaic Law—rituals, purity codes, and sacrificial regulations—served as a collective 
container for the ego during the early stages of moral development. These laws externalized 
conscience, creating visible boundaries that governed behavior and reinforced group cohesion. 
Yet, as the psyche matures, transformation must move inward. The external law becomes 
internal compass; the letter yields to the spirit. 

Christ’s teachings anticipate this shift: “You have heard it said… but I say to you…” is not a 
rejection of moral law but a transposition from surface action to interior intention. To lust in the 
heart, to hate silently, to harbor resentment—these are now violations, not because the law has 
changed, but because consciousness has deepened. 

Jung called this the movement from participation mystique to individual differentiation. Where 
once the ego obeyed the law as a member of a collective, now the individual must engage with 
conscience, archetype, and inner conflict directly. This is the spiritual equivalent of psychological 
adulthood. The shift is not from religion to irreligion, but from outer rule to inner realization—
from behavior control to psychic integration. 

 

 



10 
 

4.3 Pentecost as Symbolic Reintegration of the Split Psyche 

The event of Pentecost, where the Holy Spirit descends upon the disciples, is traditionally 
interpreted as the birth of the Church. But it is also a moment of profound psychic reintegration. 
Tongues of fire, ecstatic speech, and sudden understanding across languages symbolize a return 
of the fragmented energies of the collective psyche into a unified whole. 

In the mythic structure, Pentecost functions as the return of the repressed—the formerly split 
elements of divine presence that were projected, misunderstood, or feared are now 
internalized. Spirit is no longer above, outside, or conditional—it is within, shared, and 
embodied. The shattering of the Tower of Babel, the archetype of confusion and division, is now 
reversed in symbolic harmony: diverse tongues are not eliminated but understood. 

This moment marks the transition from projection to possession of divine energy. The fire that 
once consumed sacrifices now illuminates individuals. The law that once separated pure from 
impure now becomes discernment from within. Pentecost is the Self returning to its fragments, 
reclaiming the whole. The disciples do not become gods, but vessels of integrated presence—a 
collective individuation in symbolic form. 

4.4 The Church as a Model of (Partial) Integration 

The early Church emerges as a symbolic attempt to hold opposites together: Jewish and Gentile, 
Law and Grace, tradition and Spirit, earthly and heavenly citizenship. It is a structure born of 
tension—of apostles debating food laws, of communities resisting hierarchy while needing 
guidance, of Paul’s radical interiorization meeting the pastoral practicality of others. The Church 
becomes a living symbol of the struggle to reconcile the covenants. 

Yet, from a psychological perspective, the Church represents a partial integration. While it 
carries the image of Christ, it also inherits unresolved Shadows: exclusion, moralism, 
authoritarianism, and the tendency to re-externalize what was once internalized. Whenever the 
Church represses its unconscious content—marginalizing mysticism, demonizing dissent, 
institutionalizing purity—it re-enacts the very split Christ came to resolve. 

Still, the Church holds enormous symbolic power. At its best, it models communal 
individuation—a body with many members, each differentiated yet unified. It provides ritual 
and narrative to support inner growth. But it must continually return to the Cross, the descent, 
the silence—lest it confuse dogma with wholeness. The Church is not the endpoint of 
integration but the container through which integration continues. Its vocation is not to perfect 
doctrine, but to become conscious. 
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5. Political and Theological Consequences of a Split Psyche 

When the Old and New Testaments are read as fundamentally separate—when wrath and 
grace, law and spirit, judgment and forgiveness are not integrated but compartmentalized—the 
result is a fractured spiritual consciousness. From a Jungian standpoint, this amounts to a split 
psyche: one in which the collective Self has not assimilated its own Shadow. The theological 
consequences are confusion, contradiction, and moral hypocrisy. The political consequences are 
more severe: sacred narratives weaponized, projection of unresolved darkness onto nations and 
peoples, and policies justified not by wisdom, but by archetypal distortion. 

Rather than viewing the violent and exclusive aspects of the Old Testament as symbolic content 
to be integrated, many religious movements continue to literalize them as enduring divine 
policy. As a result, Christianity, instead of reconciling its psychic inheritance through Christ, 
often returns to the unprocessed elements of its past—re-enacting the Shadow instead of 
redeeming it. 

5.1 Misreading the Old Testament as Permanent Structure 

One of the most persistent theological errors arises when the Old Testament—particularly its 
legal codes, territorial mandates, and patterns of divine vengeance—is treated as an unchanging 
template for contemporary religious or national identity. This literalism ignores the symbolic 
evolution of consciousness modeled by Christ, who fulfilled the law not by replicating its 
externality but by transmuting it inward. 

From a psychological standpoint, this misreading reflects an ego unable to release its 
identification with its earliest defenses. Tribal boundaries, punishment systems, and moral 
absolutism are psychologically necessary in early development, but when carried into 
adulthood—whether individual or civilizational—they become sources of stagnation, 
repression, and violence. The law becomes fossilized. The divine becomes tyrannical. 

By freezing the Old Testament into permanence, faith communities avoid the painful but 
necessary work of integration. Instead of engaging the Old Testament as Shadow material to be 
understood and re-owned, they externalize its logic as eternally valid. The psychic result is 
regression—faith structures unable to move toward wholeness because they fear the loss of 
certainty. 

5.2 Projection of Sacred Violence onto Modern Nations 

When the Shadow of the Old Testament is not metabolized through New Testament 
consciousness, it is projected outward. This projection often takes political form: nations are 
deemed "enemies of God," wars are framed as righteous purges, and violence becomes 
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sanctified through myth. The language of divine conquest, anointed kings, and holy war re-
emerges—not as metaphor, but as policy. 

This psychic mechanism is dangerous. What was once symbolic becomes historical again. 
Ancient enmities are revived in new costumes. The narratives of Canaanite extermination, 
prophetic curses, or divine punishment are re-inscribed onto modern geopolitical contexts—
particularly in the Middle East. A mythic script of justified violence takes hold, legitimizing 
human action by appealing to sacred precedent. 

In Jungian terms, this is a clear case of unconscious projection. That which Christianity refuses 
to face within—its history of vengeance, exclusion, and tribalism—is disowned and located 
elsewhere: in the Muslim world, in secular governments, in political adversaries. The 
psychological task of confronting one's own violent archetypes is avoided. Instead, the Old 
Testament Shadow becomes weaponized myth. 

5.3 Evangelical Zionism and the Re-Shadowing of Faith 

Nowhere is this unresolved tension more apparent than in the phenomenon of Evangelical 
Zionism—a theology in which the modern state of Israel is seen not as a political entity but as a 
direct continuation of the Old Testament’s divine project. This belief collapses symbolic 
narrative into literal fulfillment, fusing prophecy with foreign policy, and reducing the rich 
psychological drama of Scripture into a rigid end-times timetable. 

The result is a profound re-shadowing of Christian faith. Instead of Christ functioning as the 
integrated Self who descends into and redeems the Old, he becomes an accessory to a narrative 
that bypasses psychological work. The Cross is overshadowed by the sword. Grace is suspended 
in anticipation of apocalyptic justice. Compassion is eclipsed by alignment with power. 

Psychologically, this reflects a collective ego that has refused descent. By elevating Israel as an 
eternal projection of divine purity, Evangelical Zionism avoids the uncomfortable truth that 
integration requires confronting one's own complicity. It transforms Christianity into a religion 
of surveillance, judgment, and political alliance—a split psyche masquerading as prophetic 
clarity. 

In doing so, it not only reinforces literalist readings of the Old Testament but represses the 
symbolic depths of the New. Christ is invoked, but the Christ-image—the Self who redeems the 
Shadow—is denied the work he came to do. Evangelical Zionism is not merely a theological 
error—it is a psychic bypass. 

5.4 Christianity’s Unfinished Psychological Task 

Christianity, as a living tradition, remains psychologically unfinished. It has proclaimed 
redemption but often refused integration. It has taught grace but continued to operate through 
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structures of exclusion. It has elevated the Cross as symbol while failing to descend into the 
crucible of its own Shadow. 

From a Jungian perspective, the true vocation of Christianity is not doctrinal supremacy but 
archetypal reconciliation. The Old and New Testaments are not rival covenants but stages in a 
process of individuation. The violent tribal deity, the wrathful patriarch, the punitive law—these 
are not aberrations to be excused but psychic materials to be named, held, and transformed. 

Yet modern Christianity often remains at war with its own unconscious. Its liturgies still carry 
echoes of divine fury. Its institutions continue to split spirit from matter, purity from impurity, 
elect from condemned. The psychological meaning of Christ—as the one who descended into 
hell, who became sin, who integrated the totality of human experience—remains partially 
understood. 

Until Christianity dares to face the God of the Old Testament within itself, it will continue to 
project that God onto others. It will mistake the Shadow for the enemy, and the enemy for 
divine judgment. And in doing so, it will perpetuate the very fragmentation that Christ came to 
heal. The task is not theological refinement, but psycho-spiritual courage—to live in the tension 
of opposites, to see the divine in both wrath and mercy, and to become whole. 

 

6. Toward a Wholeness Theology: Beyond Suppression and Supremacy 

If the Old and New Testaments are symbolic poles in the evolution of sacred consciousness—
law and grace, judgment and forgiveness, tribalism and universality—then the task of mature 
faith is not to choose one over the other, but to hold both in creative tension. A wholeness 
theology does not suppress the Old nor exalt the New into untouchable supremacy. Rather, it 
understands both as stages in a psychospiritual process of integration. In Jungian terms, 
wholeness does not mean moral perfection, but the union of opposites within a conscious Self. 
Likewise, in theological terms, salvation may be reframed not only as rescue from sin but as the 
transformation of fragmentation into unity—not uniformity, but coherence. 

Suppressing the Old Testament leads to unconscious projection and the loss of sacred roots. 
Supremacizing the New Testament can flatten its mystery and erase the descent into suffering 
required for transformation. A wholeness theology invites the believer to descend, integrate, 
and rise again, echoing Christ's path and fulfilling it within the collective psyche. 

6.1 What Happens When the Old Is Repressed 

The repression of the Old Testament—whether through embarrassment, avoidance, or doctrinal 
bypass—leads to a disowned Shadow within Christian consciousness. When Yahweh's wrath, 
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Israel’s violence, or the tribal exclusivity of early Scripture is ignored, these energies do not 
disappear; they are simply driven underground, emerging in unintended forms. 

Historically, this repression has manifested in the Church’s moral hypocrisy and double 
standards. The desire to appear purely loving while unconsciously wielding judgment leads to 
passive aggression, cultural arrogance, and paternalism. Political theology becomes infected 
with the very violence it claims to renounce, because it has not faced its ancestral roots. 

From a psychological perspective, the Old Testament reflects the necessary moral scaffolding for 
early consciousness. To repress it is to reject the foundation of our development, much like a 
person denying their own childhood wounds. Wholeness demands that we turn toward the Old 
with symbolic respect—not to relive it, but to understand it as the Shadow that must be met 
and woven into wisdom. 

6.2 What Happens When the New Is Distorted 

While repression of the Old Testament causes Shadow projection, distortion of the New 
Testament leads to inflation—a premature claim to transcendence. When Christ is invoked as 
justification for perfection, dominance, or divine entitlement, his symbolic role as Self-in-
process is short-circuited. 

Distorted readings of the New Testament often reduce Christ to either a moral authority ("What 
would Jesus do?") or an apocalyptic figure who returns to annihilate enemies. Both diminish his 
archetypal role as bridge between opposites. In psychological terms, this reflects a desire to skip 
integration—to ascend without descent, to redeem without suffering, to rise without 
crucifixion. 

In these distortions, Christianity becomes disembodied. Love becomes sentimentality. Grace 
becomes license. Unity becomes uniformity. In such cases, the New Testament is no longer a 
guide for transformation—it becomes a cover for avoidance. Its sacred paradoxes are flattened 
into certainty, and its universalism is weaponized through selective inclusion. 

True Christianity, like the individuation process, demands suffering, paradox, and symbolic 
death. The New cannot shine unless it first descends into the pain of the Old, and re-emerges 
with both hands open. 

6.3 Depth Psychology as Scriptural Exegesis 

Depth psychology offers a vital hermeneutic for Scripture—one that neither deconstructs its 
sacredness nor demands literal belief. Instead, it invites us to read symbolically, understanding 
that every narrative, law, miracle, and prophecy speaks not only of divine history but of psychic 
process. 



15 
 

Jung’s interpretive framework sees the Bible as a record of archetypal development. It reflects 
collective movements through tribal formation, moral ordering, Shadow encounter, sacrificial 
transformation, and finally the emergence of the Self. The divine figures—Yahweh, Christ, Satan, 
the Holy Spirit—are not only theological constructs but archetypal energies arising from the 
collective unconscious and appearing in mythic form. 

In this view, Scripture becomes alive—a map for the interior journey. Its contradictions are not 
problems to be harmonized, but symbols to be meditated upon. Its violence is not divine 
cruelty, but Shadow material calling for integration. Its redemptive acts are not only history, but 
possibility—expressions of what the psyche can become when it dares to journey through fire. 

This exegesis does not reject faith. It deepens it. It invites believers to see Christ not only as 
Savior of the soul, but as guide through the psyche, leading us from fragmentation to union, 
from denial to depth. 

6.4 Christ as Ongoing Individuation Within Collective Faith 

If Christ is the archetype of the Self, then his story is not finished—it is eternally unfolding 
within the life of the Church and the world. His birth, descent, confrontation with darkness, 
death, and resurrection represent not only the spiritual arc of salvation but the template of 
individuation. 

This means that Christianity itself is still mid-process. It has not yet fully integrated the Shadow 
of its Old Testament inheritance. It has not fully embodied the paradoxical teachings of Christ. 
The institutional Church, the believer, and even the culture shaped by Christian thought are all 
still moving through this sacred pattern. 

Individuation is never linear. It involves setbacks, inflation, regression, and renewal. Likewise, 
Christ’s presence in history is not static—it is symbolic recurrence. He must continually descend 
into each new moment of fragmentation, face what has been denied, and emerge again in 
transformed form. 

In this light, to be Christian is not merely to profess belief in Christ, but to live out his pattern: to 
encounter one’s Shadow, suffer the tension of opposites, refuse the false promise of premature 
perfection, and rise—not by erasing the past, but by integrating it. Wholeness is not the 
elimination of darkness—it is its inclusion in the light of consciousness. 

The future of Christianity, then, depends on its willingness to move beyond suppression and 
supremacy—beyond choosing between Old and New—and toward a symbolic union in which 
both are seen, held, and fulfilled. The result is not doctrinal triumph, but psychospiritual 
coherence—a Church that becomes not an institution of perfection, but a vessel of integration. 
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7. Conclusion: Redemption as Integration 

The movement from the Old Testament to the New is not a simple narrative arc of replacement, 
nor a divine switch from wrath to mercy. It is the story of a deep psychospiritual 
transformation—from unconscious fragmentation to emerging integration. The God of the Old 
Testament, fierce and exclusive, speaks from the undifferentiated core of a tribal psyche 
learning to survive, define, and obey. The Christ of the New Testament descends into that very 
structure not to abolish it, but to transmute it from within. 

In Jungian terms, this is the movement from ego to Self, from projection to reflection, from 
suppression to symbolic union. Redemption, then, is not only the forgiveness of sin—it is the 
integration of opposites: wrath and grace, law and love, sacrifice and healing, flesh and spirit. It 
is a healing of the split psyche, both individual and collective, and it demands courage—not only 
to follow the light, but to walk straight into the Shadow, cross in hand. 

7.1 From Law to Love, but Not Without the Shadow 

The transition from law to love is not a clean replacement, but a dangerous passage. Law 
structures the ego; love dissolves and transcends it. But if love is invoked without first 
confronting the reason the law was needed, it becomes sentimental or shallow. True love, as 
modeled by Christ, is not sentimental—it is forged through suffering, confrontation, and 
descent. It is love that has met the Shadow and embraced it, not denied it. 

In this way, the Old Testament is not a stage to be discarded—it is the psychic material that 
Christ enters, carries, and redeems. The movement from Sinai to Calvary is a movement not 
from bad to good, but from unintegrated to whole. The Cross is only meaningful because it 
stands in the place where law and judgment once ruled. Love triumphs, but not by avoiding 
wrath—it walks through it, bears it, and reclaims it. 

7.2 A Future Christian Psyche Unafraid of Its Past 

For Christianity to mature, it must stop being afraid of its origins. It must stop apologizing for 
the Old Testament by flattening its violence, and it must stop distorting the New Testament by 
weaponizing its grace. The path forward is neither suppression nor supremacy, but symbolic 
maturity. This requires a new kind of courage: to read Scripture not only as holy history, but as a 
psychological inheritance, passed down and awaiting integration. 

A Christianity unafraid of its past will no longer need to project evil outward or sanctify violence 
through selective readings. It will no longer avoid the complexity of God’s earlier forms, nor 
cling to the illusion that love requires erasing the law. Instead, it will look back and see a 
mirror—not of failure, but of formation. The journey from wrath to grace will be seen not as 
contradiction but as revelation in motion. 
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In such a future, Christians may pray not for escape from darkness, but for the strength to enter 
it consciously—just as Christ did. They will no longer fear the God of Exodus, for they will 
recognize him as the beginning of their own spiritual anatomy. They will no longer isolate 
Christ’s compassion from the bloodlines of Israel, but see them braided together in a story of 
divine individuation. 

7.3 The Bible as a Living Psychological Text 

The Bible, when read through the lens of depth psychology, becomes more than doctrine or 
literature—it becomes a map of the human soul, unfolding across sacred time. It no longer 
needs to be defended as flawless history or explained away through apologetics. Instead, it is 
honored as the symbolic expression of the collective unconscious in dialogue with the divine. 

Every law, psalm, lament, parable, and crucifixion scene reveals something about the inner 
structure of the human condition. The wars of conquest are dreams of the Shadow in revolt. 
The prophets cry from the inner voice of conscience. The empty tomb is the image of a healed 
psyche, in which the opposites have been faced and rejoined. 

To read the Bible this way is not to reduce it—it is to activate it. It becomes not a finished script 
but a living invitation: to walk the path of descent, to confront what we fear in ourselves, and to 
rise again with new eyes. In Christ, the journey is made visible. In ourselves, it must be made 
real. 

Redemption, then, is not escape from what we were. It is becoming what we always 
contained—law and love, shadow and spirit, Old and New—made whole. 
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