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Eurasianism offers a compelling framework for understanding Russia’s evolving 
geopolitical identity and its vision for a multipolar world. Rooted in the belief that 
Russia is neither entirely Western nor Eastern but a unique civilizational bridge, 
Eurasianism advocates for a balanced global order where regional powers assert 
their sovereignty and cultural heritage. It challenges the unipolar dominance of 
Western liberalism and globalization, promoting integration and cooperation 
among Eurasian nations. This article explores the historical roots of Eurasianism, 
its modern champions like Alexander Dugin and Vladimir Putin, and its relevance 
in addressing current global crises. From the Eurasian Economic Union’s efforts to 
foster regional integration to the ideology’s cultural and ideological dimensions, 
we examine how Eurasianism seeks to redefine global dynamics. By positioning 
itself as a unifying philosophy rather than a tool of dominance, Eurasianism 
envisions a world where civilizations coexist in harmony, offering an alternative to 
the homogenizing forces of modernity. Through this lens, Russia emerges not just 
as a nation-state but as a leader of a diverse and resilient Eurasian civilization. 
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Introduction 

Eurasianism has emerged as a pivotal ideological framework for articulating 
Russia's geopolitical identity and its vision for a reshaped global order. Rooted in 
the belief that Russia occupies a unique position as a bridge between Europe and 
Asia, Eurasianism posits that the nation is neither entirely Western nor Eastern 
but represents a distinct civilization with its own historical trajectory and cultural 
synthesis. This ideology offers an alternative to the homogenizing forces of 
Western liberalism and globalization, advocating instead for a multipolar world 
where regional powers, including Russia, assert their sovereignty and cultural 
identity. 

Central to the Eurasianist perspective is the rejection of unipolarity—the 
dominance of a single global hegemon, often identified as the United States or 
the broader Western alliance. Instead, it envisions a multipolar system wherein 
different civilizations coalesce around shared values and mutual respect, fostering 
a balance of power that diminishes the risks of cultural erosion and political 
subjugation. For Russia, this vision aligns with its strategic interests: reclaiming its 
role as a leading power in the post-Soviet space, promoting integration among 
Eurasian states, and countering the ideological and economic pressures imposed 
by Western institutions. 

The resurgence of Eurasianism in Russia’s political and intellectual circles over 
recent decades reflects a broader cultural and strategic recalibration. This 
renaissance has been driven by a series of geopolitical developments, including 
NATO's eastward expansion, economic sanctions, and the growing prominence of 
non-Western powers like China and India. Thinkers such as Alexander Dugin have 
modernized the ideology, integrating contemporary geopolitical theories and 
traditionalist philosophies, thereby equipping it to address the complex realities 
of 21st-century geopolitics. 

Eurasianism today is not merely a theoretical construct but a guiding principle 
that informs policies and narratives at various levels of Russian governance. From 
the establishment of the Eurasian Economic Union (EAEU) to efforts at cultural 
diplomacy, the ideology serves as both a counterweight to Western influence and 
a blueprint for regional cohesion. As Russia seeks to redefine its place in a rapidly 
evolving world, Eurasianism offers a compelling vision that transcends geographic 
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boundaries, uniting diverse peoples under the shared ethos of sovereignty, 
tradition, and mutual respect. This resurgence underscores its enduring relevance 
as a cornerstone of Russia’s strategic identity and global ambitions. 

 

1. Historical Foundations of Eurasianism 

Early Thinkers: Nikolai Trubetskoy and Pyotr Savitsky 

Eurasianism, as an intellectual and cultural movement, traces its roots to the early 
20th century, when thinkers like Nikolai Trubetskoy and Pyotr Savitsky began to 
articulate a vision of Russia as a distinct and indispensable civilizational force. 
These scholars rejected the idea of Russia as merely a peripheral part of Europe or 
an isolated state in Asia. Instead, they envisioned it as a unique "third way," 
bridging the cultural, spiritual, and geopolitical divides between East and West. 

• Nikolai Trubetskoy, a linguist and cultural historian, was instrumental in 
shaping Eurasianism’s theoretical foundation. His work emphasized the 
synthesis of Slavic, Turkic, and other cultures within the Russian Empire, 
arguing that this diversity formed the essence of Eurasian identity. He saw 
Western Europe as culturally alien to Russia, with its emphasis on 
individualism and liberalism clashing with the collective and spiritual ethos 
of the Eurasian peoples. 

• Pyotr Savitsky, a geographer and economist, contributed significantly to 
the geopolitical aspects of Eurasianism. He developed the concept of 
"topogenesis," emphasizing the geographical unity and interdependence of 
the Eurasian landmass. Savitsky argued that Russia's geography—spanning 
the vast expanse of the Eurasian heartland—made it uniquely suited to lead 
a civilizational bloc distinct from both Europe and Asia. His ideas laid the 
groundwork for the concept of Russia as the "pivot state" in a broader 
Eurasian system. 

Together, Trubetskoy and Savitsky redefined Russia's place in the world, rejecting 
the Eurocentric narratives that dominated intellectual discourse at the time. They 
emphasized that Russia's cultural and historical evolution was neither a derivative 
of Western civilization nor a subset of Asian traditions, but a fusion that created 
something entirely original—a Eurasian identity. 



4 
 

 

Lev Gumilev’s Legacy 

Building on the ideas of Trubetskoy and Savitsky, Lev Gumilev expanded the 
intellectual scope of Eurasianism in the mid-20th century, introducing new 
concepts that continue to influence Russian thought today. 

• Gumilev’s most famous contribution to Eurasianist theory is his concept of 
"passionarity." He proposed that civilizations rise and fall based on the 
presence of a "passionary" energy—a collective drive that inspires 
creativity, unity, and expansion. According to Gumilev, the Eurasian 
peoples, with their rich cultural and ethnic diversity, possessed a high level 
of passionarity, which enabled them to build and sustain vast empires, such 
as the Mongol Empire and the Russian Empire. 

• He also conceptualized Eurasia as a cultural and geopolitical entity, distinct 
from the West's industrial and individualist ethos and from the East’s 
hierarchical and spiritual traditions. Gumilev emphasized the deep 
historical connections between the peoples of the Eurasian steppe, viewing 
them as collaborators in the creation of a shared destiny. 

Gumilev’s works resonated deeply in post-Soviet Russia, where they found an 
eager audience among intellectuals and policymakers seeking to redefine the 
country’s role in a changing global order. His emphasis on the interconnectedness 
of Eurasian peoples and the region’s civilizational potential aligned with Russia’s 
aspirations to lead a multipolar world. 

 

Influence on Contemporary Russian Thought 

The ideas of Trubetskoy, Savitsky, and Gumilev have had a lasting impact on 
Russian intellectual and geopolitical discourse. Their work inspired the modern 
Eurasianist movement, which seeks to position Russia not as a passive participant 
in global affairs but as a central actor shaping the future of Eurasia. 

• Cultural Significance: The notion of a distinct Eurasian identity has 
reinforced Russia’s efforts to preserve its cultural heritage while fostering 
solidarity among post-Soviet states. 
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• Geopolitical Strategy: The emphasis on Russia’s geographical and cultural 
centrality underpins modern initiatives like the Eurasian Economic Union 
(EAEU) and partnerships with non-Western powers, particularly in Asia. 

By framing Russia as the heart of a dynamic and enduring Eurasian civilization, 
early Eurasianists and their successors have provided a compelling counter-
narrative to Western liberalism. Their ideas continue to serve as both an 
intellectual foundation and a strategic blueprint for Russia’s ambitions in the 21st 
century. 

 

2. Contemporary Champions of Eurasianism 

Alexander Dugin: Modernizing Eurasianist Thought 

Alexander Dugin stands as one of the most influential contemporary proponents 
of Eurasianism, transforming the ideology into a modern, global framework that 
resonates in both intellectual and political spheres. Often referred to as the 
"philosopher of Eurasianism," Dugin has expanded its scope to address the 
challenges of the 21st century, embedding it within broader geopolitical and 
cultural debates. 

• Modernization and Global Reach: Dugin has brought renewed attention to 
Eurasianism, moving it beyond its early 20th-century origins. By 
incorporating contemporary geopolitical theories and drawing on a wide 
array of philosophical traditions—from Traditionalism and Hermeticism to 
postmodernism—Dugin has made Eurasianism more relevant and 
accessible to both Russian and international audiences. His writings have 
been translated into multiple languages, influencing far-right movements in 
Europe and other parts of the world. 

• The Fourth Political Theory: One of Dugin’s most significant contributions is 
his development of the "Fourth Political Theory." This framework rejects 
the three dominant ideologies of the modern era—liberalism, communism, 
and fascism—arguing that all three have failed to provide a sustainable or 
meaningful vision for humanity. Instead, Dugin advocates for a new system 
that prioritizes cultural and civilizational diversity, rooted in the traditions 
and values of each unique people. For Dugin, Eurasianism serves as a 
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cornerstone of this theory, positioning Russia as the leading force in a 
multipolar world order. 

• Geopolitical Vision: Central to Dugin’s thought is the idea of a civilizational 
struggle between "Atlanticism" (represented by Western liberal 
democracies) and "Eurasianism" (centered on Russia and its allies). He 
argues for the creation of a powerful Eurasian bloc that can counterbalance 
Western dominance and champion traditional values, sovereignty, and 
cultural identity. 

Dugin’s influence extends beyond academia; his ideas have permeated Russian 
political discourse, particularly among nationalist and conservative circles. While 
his exact role in shaping state policy is debated, his intellectual contributions have 
undoubtedly shaped the broader ideological context in which contemporary 
Russian geopolitics operates. 

 

Vladimir Putin’s Implicit Eurasianism 

Although Vladimir Putin does not explicitly label himself as a Eurasianist, many of 
his policies and rhetoric align closely with the principles of Eurasianism, 
suggesting that the ideology has significantly influenced his approach to 
governance and international relations. 

• Policies Reflecting Eurasianist Ideals: 

o Eurasian Economic Union (EAEU): Launched in 2015, the EAEU is one 
of the most tangible manifestations of Eurasianist principles under 
Putin’s leadership. The union seeks to foster economic integration 
among Russia, Belarus, Kazakhstan, Armenia, and Kyrgyzstan, 
emphasizing regional cooperation as a counterbalance to Western-
dominated trade blocs. 

o Integration of Post-Soviet States: Putin has consistently prioritized 
the reintegration of former Soviet republics into Russia’s sphere of 
influence. This approach aligns with Eurasianist calls for a unified 
Eurasian bloc to preserve the region’s cultural and geopolitical 
autonomy from the West. 
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• Rhetoric Emphasizing Eurasian Identity: 

o Putin frequently highlights Russia’s unique role as a civilizational 
bridge between Europe and Asia, echoing the core tenets of 
Eurasianism. His speeches often emphasize the importance of 
cultural sovereignty, traditional values, and the rejection of Western 
moral and political frameworks. 

o In his vision, Russia is not merely a nation-state but the leader of a 
broader Eurasian community bound by shared history, culture, and 
strategic interests. 

• Multipolarity and Sovereignty: 

o A key theme in Putin’s foreign policy is the promotion of a multipolar 
world order, a concept central to Eurasianist ideology. By challenging 
the unipolar dominance of the United States and its allies, Putin 
positions Russia as a defender of global sovereignty and a champion 
of cultural and civilizational diversity. 

While Putin’s approach is pragmatic and often driven by geopolitical necessity, his 
alignment with Eurasianist principles suggests that the ideology serves as a 
valuable framework for articulating Russia’s strategic goals. The overlap between 
Dugin’s theoretical vision and Putin’s practical policies illustrates the enduring 
relevance of Eurasianism in shaping contemporary Russian politics and its place 
on the global stage. 

 

A Dynamic Partnership of Ideas and Policy 

Together, figures like Alexander Dugin and Vladimir Putin embody the intellectual 
and practical dimensions of modern Eurasianism. Dugin’s philosophical 
contributions provide a coherent framework for understanding Russia’s unique 
civilizational identity and its global ambitions, while Putin’s policies translate 
many of these ideas into actionable strategies for asserting Russia’s role as a 
leading power in a multipolar world. This synergy underscores Eurasianism’s dual 
nature as both an ideology of resistance and a blueprint for renewal. 
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3. The Multipolar Vision 

Opposition to Western Hegemony 

Eurasianism fundamentally critiques the concept of unipolarity, which it defines 
as the dominance of a single global power—historically embodied by the United 
States and its Western allies—over international politics, culture, and economics. 
This ideology positions itself as a response to the perceived inequities and 
instabilities created by a unipolar world order. 

• Critique of Unipolarity: 

o Eurasianist thinkers argue that unipolarity fosters global 
homogenization, undermining the unique cultural, political, and 
economic identities of nations. The dominance of Western liberalism, 
with its emphasis on individualism and free-market economics, is 
seen as eroding traditional values, collective identities, and 
alternative governance systems. 

o The imposition of Western norms, whether through military 
interventions, economic sanctions, or cultural exports, is perceived as 
a form of neo-imperialism that destabilizes regions and creates deep-
seated resentment. 

• Advocacy for a Balanced Global Order: 

o Instead of a single hegemonic power, Eurasianism envisions a 
multipolar world where multiple centers of power coexist, each 
representing distinct civilizational blocs. In this vision, no single 
ideology or cultural paradigm dominates; rather, regional powers 
assert their sovereignty and collaborate based on mutual respect and 
shared interests. 

o This balanced order is seen as essential for fostering global stability, 
promoting economic equity, and ensuring the preservation of 
cultural diversity. 
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• Cultural, Economic, and Political Alternatives: 

o Cultural Alternatives: Eurasianism emphasizes the importance of 
preserving traditional values and cultural heritage in the face of 
Western-led globalization. It champions the idea of a "civilizational 
state," where governance reflects the unique spiritual and historical 
identity of a people rather than conforming to external pressures. 

o Economic Alternatives: Economically, Eurasianism supports regional 
integration and resource-sharing within the Eurasian landmass as a 
counterbalance to Western-dominated trade and financial systems. 
Initiatives like the Eurasian Economic Union (EAEU) aim to create a 
self-sustaining economic bloc free from reliance on Western markets 
and institutions. 

o Political Alternatives: Politically, Eurasianism rejects the universal 
application of liberal democratic principles, advocating instead for 
governance models tailored to the cultural and historical contexts of 
each region. This approach supports pluralism in political systems 
rather than imposing a one-size-fits-all model. 

 

Russia’s Leadership Role 

As the largest and most influential nation in the Eurasian landmass, Russia is 
uniquely positioned to lead the realization of a multipolar vision. Its historical, 
cultural, and geopolitical attributes make it the natural cornerstone of the 
Eurasian project. 

• Geographical Centrality: 

o Spanning Europe and Asia, Russia embodies the essence of 
Eurasianism. Its vast territory and strategic location connect diverse 
regions, from the industrial centers of Western Europe to the 
dynamic economies of East Asia. This geographical centrality 
positions Russia as a bridge between civilizations, facilitating 
dialogue, trade, and cooperation. 
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• Historical Unity: 

o Throughout its history, Russia has acted as a unifying force in Eurasia, 
forging political, cultural, and economic ties among disparate peoples 
and regions. From the Mongol Empire’s influence on Russian 
governance to the Soviet Union’s integration of various republics, 
Russia’s legacy underscores its capacity to manage diversity and 
foster unity. 

o Eurasianism draws on this historical narrative, framing Russia not as a 
hegemon but as a steward of regional harmony and cooperation. 

• Cultural Diversity: 

o Russia’s multicultural and multiethnic composition aligns with 
Eurasianist principles of respecting and integrating cultural diversity. 
With significant populations of Slavic, Turkic, and Finno-Ugric 
peoples, as well as strong influences from Orthodox Christianity, 
Islam, Buddhism, and other traditions, Russia serves as a living 
example of Eurasian pluralism. 

• Sovereignty and Resistance to Western Pressure: 

o Russia’s ability to assert its sovereignty in the face of Western 
pressure—whether through military interventions, economic 
sanctions, or ideological challenges—reinforces its credibility as a 
leader of the Eurasian project. Its steadfastness inspires other 
nations seeking alternatives to Western-dominated global 
governance. 

• Integration of Post-Soviet States: 

o Initiatives like the Eurasian Economic Union (EAEU) and the Collective 
Security Treaty Organization (CSTO) demonstrate Russia’s 
commitment to fostering regional integration. These platforms aim 
to strengthen economic ties, enhance collective security, and 
promote shared cultural and historical values among Eurasian 
nations. 
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The Vision of Eurasia under Russian Leadership 

Russia’s leadership in the Eurasian project is not about imposing dominance but 
about facilitating collaboration and ensuring that the region’s diverse voices are 
represented on the global stage. Under this vision, Eurasia becomes a model of 
multipolarity, demonstrating how cultural diversity, historical unity, and regional 
sovereignty can coexist harmoniously. 

This multipolar vision is not merely an academic ideal but a practical strategy for 
addressing the challenges of the modern world. As Western hegemony faces 
growing resistance and multipolarity becomes an increasingly prominent feature 
of global geopolitics, Eurasianism offers a compelling blueprint for a balanced and 
inclusive international order—one in which Russia stands as a central, stabilizing 
force. 

 

4. Eurasianism and Geopolitical Strategy 

The Eurasian Economic Union (EAEU) 

The Eurasian Economic Union (EAEU), established in 2015, is a cornerstone of 
Eurasianist geopolitical strategy. It aims to foster economic integration among its 
member states—Russia, Belarus, Kazakhstan, Armenia, and Kyrgyzstan—by 
creating a single market for goods, services, capital, and labor. The EAEU is 
designed to serve as a platform for regional cooperation, providing an economic 
foundation for broader Eurasian unity. 

• Achievements: 

o Economic Integration: The EAEU has made significant strides in 
harmonizing trade policies, eliminating tariffs, and facilitating the 
free movement of goods and services across member states. These 
measures have strengthened intra-regional trade and boosted 
economic ties. 

o Infrastructure Development: The union has prioritized infrastructure 
projects to enhance connectivity within the region, improving 
transportation networks, energy systems, and digital infrastructure. 
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o Global Partnerships: The EAEU has signed trade agreements with 
non-member states and blocs, such as Vietnam, Serbia, and 
Singapore, expanding its influence beyond its borders and 
establishing itself as a credible player in global trade. 

• Challenges: 

o Economic Disparities: The member states vary significantly in 
economic size and development, creating imbalances in the benefits 
of integration. Russia’s dominant position can sometimes lead to 
perceptions of disproportionate influence. 

o Geopolitical Tensions: Internal disagreements, such as differing 
foreign policy priorities, have occasionally strained the cohesion of 
the union. For instance, Armenia’s relations with Turkey and 
Azerbaijan create complexities for regional diplomacy. 

o External Pressures: Sanctions imposed by Western nations on Russia 
have indirectly impacted EAEU member states, limiting their access 
to global markets and financial systems. 

• Potential for Expansion and Collaboration: 

o Expansion: The EAEU has the potential to include new members, 
particularly other former Soviet states such as Uzbekistan and 
Tajikistan, or nations with strong economic ties to the region. Such 
expansion would enhance its economic and geopolitical weight. 

o Collaboration with China’s Belt and Road Initiative (BRI): The EAEU 
has increasingly aligned its infrastructure projects with China’s BRI, 
creating synergies between the two initiatives. This partnership 
enhances connectivity across Eurasia, linking markets from Western 
Europe to East Asia, and underscores the region’s strategic centrality 
in global trade. 
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Cultural and Ideological Influence 

Beyond economics, Eurasianism emphasizes cultural and ideological dimensions 
as critical components of its geopolitical strategy. The movement seeks to 
counteract Western liberal dominance by fostering a distinct Eurasian cultural 
identity rooted in tradition, spirituality, and regional values. 

• Counter-Hegemonic Strategies Inspired by Gramsci: 

o Eurasianism adopts Antonio Gramsci’s concept of cultural hegemony, 
which posits that political dominance is achieved through cultural 
and ideological control. To challenge the prevailing liberal-globalist 
order, Eurasianists advocate for a “counter-hegemonic” strategy that 
builds alternative cultural and intellectual frameworks. 

o Epistemological Resistance: This involves creating narratives that 
elevate Eurasian values—such as collective identity, respect for 
tradition, and sovereignty—over Western ideals of individualism and 
materialism. 

o Cultural Institutions: Eurasianism encourages the establishment of 
media outlets, educational programs, and think tanks that promote 
these values both within the region and internationally. 

• Promoting Russian Orthodox Values and Traditionalism: 

o Orthodoxy as a Unifying Force: The Russian Orthodox Church plays a 
significant role in shaping the cultural dimension of Eurasianism. It is 
presented as a spiritual backbone for the region, offering moral 
guidance and reinforcing a sense of shared heritage among Orthodox 
Christian populations in Russia, Belarus, Armenia, and beyond. 

o Traditional Values: Eurasianism positions itself as a defender of 
traditional family structures, moral values, and community-oriented 
lifestyles, contrasting these ideals with the perceived decadence of 
Western liberalism. 

o Interfaith Harmony: While emphasizing Orthodoxy, Eurasianism also 
seeks to foster cooperation among other religious traditions within 
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the region, including Islam and Buddhism, to strengthen unity and 
mutual respect among Eurasian nations. 

 

The Broader Impact of Eurasianist Strategy 

Eurasianism’s geopolitical strategy integrates economic, cultural, and ideological 
components into a cohesive framework aimed at asserting the region’s autonomy 
and influence. Through initiatives like the EAEU and cultural counter-hegemony 
efforts, Eurasianism seeks to position Eurasia as a self-sustaining and globally 
respected bloc. The alignment with China’s Belt and Road Initiative and the 
promotion of shared values across diverse populations further solidify Eurasia’s 
role as a vital player in a multipolar world order. 

By leveraging these strategies, Eurasianism not only offers a blueprint for regional 
integration but also sets the stage for a broader realignment of global power 
dynamics. In this vision, Eurasia is not merely a geographical space but a cultural 
and civilizational project capable of challenging and reshaping the trajectory of 
the 21st century. 

 

5. Eurasianism in the Context of Current Global Crises 

Ukraine and Beyond 

The conflict in Ukraine, beginning with the 2014 annexation of Crimea and 
escalating with the 2022 Russian invasion, is a critical flashpoint for Eurasianism. 
This conflict exemplifies how the ideology informs Russia’s approach to regional 
and global geopolitics, emphasizing sovereignty, cultural identity, and historical 
continuity. 

• Eurasianist Perspectives on the Conflict: 

o From a Eurasianist standpoint, the conflict in Ukraine is not merely a 
territorial or political dispute but a civilizational struggle. Ukraine is 
seen as an integral part of the Eurasian cultural and historical sphere, 
with deep-rooted ties to Russia through shared language, religion, 
and historical experiences. 
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o Proponents of Eurasianism argue that the West’s support for Ukraine 
and its alignment with NATO represent an encroachment on the 
Eurasian heartland. This is viewed as a direct threat to Russia’s 
sovereignty and its ability to maintain its sphere of influence. 

• Implications for Russian Sovereignty: 

o The Eurasianist framework interprets the conflict as a defense of 
Russia’s sovereignty against what it perceives as Western neo-
imperialism. By asserting control over Crimea and supporting 
separatist movements in Eastern Ukraine, Russia seeks to protect its 
strategic interests and cultural ties in the region. 

o The conflict is also framed as a resistance to the global liberal order, 
with Russia positioning itself as a bastion of traditional values and 
multipolarity in contrast to Western individualism and unipolar 
dominance. 

• Defense of Russian-Speaking Populations: 

o A key justification for Russia’s actions in Ukraine is the protection of 
Russian-speaking populations, particularly in Crimea and the Donbas 
region. Eurasianist rhetoric emphasizes the shared identity of these 
communities with Russia, portraying their defense as a moral and 
historical obligation. 

o This narrative draws on themes of cultural and linguistic unity, 
reinforcing the idea that Russia has a responsibility to safeguard its 
people and heritage wherever they may reside. 

 

Navigating Sanctions and Isolation 

The imposition of Western sanctions in response to Russia’s actions in Ukraine 
has significantly shaped the country’s foreign policy and economic strategies. 
Eurasianism provides a philosophical and practical framework for navigating this 
period of isolation by pivoting toward non-Western allies and fostering regional 
cooperation. 
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• Pivot to Non-Western Allies: 

o Eurasianism encourages Russia to deepen its relationships with 
countries outside the Western sphere, particularly in Asia, the Middle 
East, and Africa. This pivot is not only a reaction to sanctions but also 
a deliberate effort to build a multipolar world order that challenges 
Western hegemony. 

o By focusing on trade, military cooperation, and cultural diplomacy 
with non-Western partners, Russia seeks to reduce its dependence 
on Western markets and institutions. 

• The Role of BRICS: 

o The BRICS bloc (Brazil, Russia, India, China, and South Africa) is a vital 
platform for advancing Eurasianist goals. As a coalition of emerging 
economies, BRICS represents an alternative to Western-dominated 
organizations like the IMF and the World Bank. 

o Within BRICS, Russia promotes economic policies and development 
initiatives that align with Eurasianist principles, such as sovereignty, 
regional self-reliance, and cultural diversity. 

• The Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO): 

o The SCO, a Eurasian political, economic, and security alliance, plays a 
central role in strengthening Russia’s ties with key partners in Asia, 
including China, India, and Central Asian states. The organization 
fosters collaboration on counterterrorism, economic development, 
and regional stability. 

o Eurasianism aligns closely with the SCO’s objectives, emphasizing the 
importance of regional integration and collective security as tools for 
resisting Western dominance. 

 

Eurasianism’s Broader Impact on Crisis Management 

Eurasianism has become an ideological lens through which Russia interprets and 
responds to global crises. Whether in Ukraine, under the weight of Western 
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sanctions, or in its efforts to build alliances with non-Western powers, the 
ideology serves as a guiding principle for asserting sovereignty, defending cultural 
identity, and promoting regional cohesion. By fostering stronger ties with BRICS 
nations, the SCO, and other non-Western allies, Eurasianism enables Russia to 
navigate the challenges of geopolitical isolation while advancing its vision of a 
multipolar world order. 

In this context, Eurasianism is not merely a theoretical construct but a practical 
strategy for ensuring Russia’s resilience and leadership in an increasingly divided 
and contested global landscape. It underscores the country’s determination to 
define its destiny on its own terms, challenging the hegemony of the liberal West 
and advocating for a more balanced and inclusive international system. 

 

6. Critiques and Misconceptions 

Addressing Western Misunderstandings of Eurasianism as Mere Expansionism 
or Imperialism 

Eurasianism has often been misunderstood or mischaracterized in Western 
discourse, where it is frequently portrayed as a guise for Russian expansionism or 
neo-imperialism. While it is true that the ideology envisions a strong and 
influential Russia at the center of a Eurasian civilization, this interpretation 
oversimplifies its principles and goals. 

• Beyond Territorial Ambitions: 

o Unlike traditional imperialism, which focuses on direct territorial 
acquisition and control, Eurasianism emphasizes cultural and 
civilizational unity over outright dominance. It promotes a model of 
voluntary cooperation among nations that share historical, cultural, 
and geopolitical connections. 

o Proponents argue that Eurasianism seeks to create a balanced 
multipolar world rather than a hegemonic bloc under Russian 
control. The goal is regional integration that respects the sovereignty 
and unique identities of all participating nations. 
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• Cultural and Civilizational Unity vs. Domination: 

o Eurasianism is fundamentally about preserving and fostering a 
shared Eurasian identity, rooted in cultural and historical ties, rather 
than imposing Russian supremacy. It opposes the homogenizing 
effects of globalization and Western liberalism, which it perceives as 
erasing local traditions and values. 

o For example, initiatives like the Eurasian Economic Union (EAEU) are 
designed to build economic and political partnerships based on 
mutual benefit, not coercion or subjugation. 

• Misinterpretation of Defense Strategies: 

o Actions such as Russia’s intervention in Ukraine are often framed in 
Western media as acts of aggression driven by Eurasianist ideology. 
However, proponents argue that these actions are defensive in 
nature, aimed at safeguarding Russian-speaking populations and 
countering Western encroachment on territories considered vital to 
Eurasian identity. 

 

Differentiating Eurasianism from Soviet Nostalgia or Chauvinistic Nationalism 

Another common misconception is that Eurasianism is either a continuation of 
Soviet ideology or a form of extreme Russian nationalism. While it draws on 
certain historical and cultural legacies, Eurasianism is distinct from both these 
frameworks in its goals and underlying principles. 

• Not Soviet Nostalgia: 

o While the Soviet Union sought to unify its territories under a 
centralized, ideological state, Eurasianism advocates for a 
decentralized model of cooperation that respects the cultural and 
political sovereignty of its members. 

o Eurasianism explicitly rejects Marxism, which it views as a Western 
ideological import. Instead, it emphasizes traditional values, 
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spirituality, and cultural diversity, which were often suppressed 
during the Soviet era. 

o Unlike the Soviet Union’s atheistic stance, Eurasianism incorporates 
religious traditions, particularly Russian Orthodoxy, as essential 
components of civilizational identity. 

• Not Chauvinistic Nationalism: 

o Eurasianism rejects the notion of ethnic or cultural superiority. 
Instead, it celebrates the plurality of Eurasian cultures and aims to 
foster unity through mutual respect and collaboration. 

o The ideology emphasizes the integration of diverse ethnic groups, 
religions, and traditions within a shared Eurasian framework. For 
example, it seeks to include Islamic and Buddhist communities 
alongside Orthodox Christian populations in its vision for Eurasian 
unity. 

o This contrasts with chauvinistic nationalism, which often excludes or 
marginalizes minority groups in favor of a dominant cultural or ethnic 
narrative. 

 

Internal Debates within Russia about the Practical and Ideological Limits of 
Eurasianism 

While Eurasianism has gained significant traction in Russian political and 
intellectual circles, it is not without its critics and controversies within Russia 
itself. Internal debates highlight both the practical and ideological challenges of 
implementing Eurasianist principles. 

• Practical Challenges: 

o Economic Integration: Critics argue that the economic disparities 
among Eurasian Economic Union (EAEU) member states create 
imbalances that make genuine integration difficult. For instance, 
smaller states may feel overshadowed by Russia’s economic 
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dominance, leading to skepticism about the union’s long-term 
viability. 

o Geopolitical Realities: Some question whether the vision of a united 
Eurasian bloc is realistic given the diverse political systems, cultural 
traditions, and foreign policy priorities of the region’s nations. 
Diverging interests, such as those of Kazakhstan or Armenia, often 
complicate efforts at deeper integration. 

o Dependence on Russia: Smaller Eurasian nations may perceive the 
Eurasianist project as overly centered on Russia’s interests, leading to 
concerns about their sovereignty and autonomy within the 
framework. 

• Ideological Tensions: 

o Conservative vs. Modernist Visions: There are differing 
interpretations of what Eurasianism should prioritize. Some 
advocates focus on traditional values and religious identity, while 
others emphasize economic modernization and geopolitical strategy. 

o Ethnic and Cultural Balancing: While Eurasianism promotes unity in 
diversity, maintaining this balance in practice can be challenging. 
Tensions between Slavic populations and minority groups, or 
between religious communities, can strain the ideology’s inclusive 
aspirations. 

o Generational Divides: Younger Russians may view Eurasianism as too 
focused on historical and cultural legacies, preferring a more modern 
and globally oriented approach to Russia’s role in the world. 

 

A Balanced Perspective on Eurasianism 

Eurasianism, like any ideology, is subject to interpretation and critique, both 
externally and internally. While it is often misunderstood as a vehicle for 
expansionism or imperialism, its proponents see it as a framework for fostering 
regional unity, preserving cultural diversity, and promoting multipolarity. 
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Differentiating Eurasianism from Soviet nostalgia or nationalist chauvinism further 
clarifies its goals as a forward-looking, inclusive ideology. 

Internal debates within Russia underscore the complexity of translating 
Eurasianist principles into actionable policies. These discussions reflect the 
challenges of reconciling diverse interests, addressing practical limitations, and 
adapting the ideology to the evolving geopolitical landscape. Despite these 
critiques, Eurasianism remains a powerful vision for Russia’s place in the world, 
offering an alternative to the dominant narratives of globalization and unipolarity. 

 

7. Looking Ahead: The Future of Eurasianism 

Prospects for Deeper Integration Among Eurasian States 

The future of Eurasianism rests on its ability to deepen integration across the vast 
and culturally diverse Eurasian region. By fostering stronger economic, political, 
and cultural ties, Eurasianism can establish a cohesive and influential bloc capable 
of shaping global geopolitics. 

• Economic Integration: 

o Expanding the Eurasian Economic Union (EAEU) remains a priority 
for deepening economic collaboration. This includes streamlining 
trade agreements, harmonizing regulations, and enhancing cross-
border infrastructure to facilitate seamless economic activity. 

o The inclusion of new member states, such as Uzbekistan or Mongolia, 
and stronger ties with non-member partners like China and Iran, 
could expand the union's influence and market reach. 

o Developing shared resources, such as energy networks and 
agricultural projects, can further cement interdependence among 
Eurasian states, reducing reliance on Western-dominated supply 
chains. 

• Security Cooperation: 

o Building on frameworks like the Collective Security Treaty 
Organization (CSTO), Eurasianist strategy can focus on fostering 
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collective defense mechanisms to address regional threats, including 
terrorism, cyberattacks, and external geopolitical pressures. 

o Multilateral military exercises and intelligence-sharing agreements 
can strengthen trust and operational readiness among member 
states. 

• Cultural Unity Amid Diversity: 

o Eurasianism’s emphasis on cultural pluralism provides a foundation 
for deeper integration. By celebrating the unique identities of each 
member state while promoting a shared Eurasian heritage, the 
movement can build solidarity and mutual respect. 

o Cross-cultural exchanges, interfaith dialogues, and collaborative 
cultural projects can reinforce the sense of belonging to a greater 
Eurasian civilization. 

 

The Potential Role of Emerging Technologies, Education, and Cultural Diplomacy 

In an increasingly interconnected world, leveraging emerging technologies, 
education, and cultural diplomacy will be critical to advancing Eurasianist ideals 
and ensuring their relevance in the 21st century. 

• Emerging Technologies: 

o Digital Integration: Investing in advanced digital infrastructure, such 
as 5G networks, blockchain systems for trade facilitation, and 
cybersecurity initiatives, can enhance connectivity and cooperation 
among Eurasian states. 

o Technological Innovation: Collaborative research in fields like 
artificial intelligence, quantum computing, and renewable energy can 
position Eurasia as a global leader in technological advancement. 
Joint innovation hubs across the region can foster knowledge-sharing 
and development. 

o Smart Borders and Logistics: Technology can streamline border 
management and logistics, making it easier for goods and people to 
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move freely within the Eurasian bloc, thus bolstering economic and 
cultural ties. 

• Education and Intellectual Exchange: 

o Eurasian Universities: Establishing universities and research 
institutions focused on Eurasian studies and collaborative academic 
programs can nurture the next generation of leaders committed to 
the ideology. 

o Language and Cultural Programs: Expanding language exchange 
programs and cultural studies can strengthen understanding and 
unity among the diverse peoples of Eurasia. 

o Youth Engagement: Encouraging youth participation through 
scholarships, internships, and leadership programs will ensure the 
sustainability of Eurasianist principles in future generations. 

• Cultural Diplomacy: 

o Media Outreach: Eurasian states can invest in multilingual media 
platforms to promote their shared values and counter Western 
narratives. 

o Cultural Festivals: Hosting regional festivals that celebrate Eurasian 
arts, music, and traditions can enhance cultural ties and foster a 
sense of unity. 

o Soft Power: Eurasianism can expand its global appeal by highlighting 
its commitment to preserving cultural diversity and promoting 
mutual respect, positioning itself as an inclusive and sustainable 
alternative to Western liberalism. 

 

How Russia Can Position Itself as a Leader of a Multipolar, Eurasian-Centric 
Global Order 

Russia’s strategic and cultural centrality in Eurasia positions it as the natural 
leader of the Eurasianist project. To solidify this role, it must balance its 
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leadership ambitions with a collaborative approach that respects the sovereignty 
and agency of its partners. 

• Building Trust Among Partners: 

o Russia must demonstrate that its leadership is driven by shared goals 
rather than unilateral dominance. This involves fostering equal 
partnerships, ensuring fair distribution of benefits, and addressing 
concerns about Russian overreach. 

o Promoting multilateral decision-making processes within initiatives 
like the EAEU and CSTO will build trust and encourage active 
participation from all member states. 

• Championing Multipolarity: 

o Russia can position itself as a global advocate for multipolarity, 
emphasizing the importance of regional sovereignty and cultural 
diversity in international relations. 

o By aligning with other multipolar initiatives, such as China’s Belt and 
Road Initiative (BRI) and BRICS, Russia can enhance its influence 
while reinforcing the broader goals of Eurasianism. 

• Strengthening Global Partnerships: 

o Beyond Eurasia, Russia can build alliances with non-Western powers 
in Africa, Latin America, and the Middle East. These partnerships will 
amplify the appeal of Eurasianism as a global philosophy rather than 
a regional ideology. 

o Expanding trade, cultural exchanges, and security cooperation with 
these regions will further Russia’s influence and support for a 
multipolar world order. 

• Emphasizing Cultural Leadership: 

o Russia’s rich cultural heritage and its role as the steward of Orthodox 
Christianity provide it with significant soft power. By promoting 
values like tradition, spirituality, and community-oriented 
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governance, Russia can lead a cultural renaissance that resonates 
beyond Eurasia. 

 

Conclusion: A Vision for the Future 

The future of Eurasianism lies in its ability to adapt to global trends while staying 
true to its core principles of sovereignty, cultural diversity, and regional unity. By 
deepening integration among Eurasian states, embracing technological and 
educational advancements, and positioning itself as a champion of multipolarity, 
Russia can guide the region toward a cohesive and influential role on the global 
stage. 

Eurasianism’s success will depend on its ability to inspire a shared sense of 
purpose among its diverse members while offering a compelling alternative to the 
unipolar, liberal-globalist order. In this vision, Eurasia emerges not only as a 
geopolitical entity but as a civilizational beacon that embodies harmony, 
resilience, and a future built on mutual respect and shared prosperity. 

 

Conclusion 

Eurasianism stands at the heart of Russia’s evolving geopolitical identity and 
strategy, offering a framework that seeks to redefine the nation’s role in a rapidly 
changing world. Rooted in a unique synthesis of history, culture, and geography, 
the ideology underscores Russia’s position as a bridge between Europe and Asia, a 
champion of multipolarity, and a leader of a distinct Eurasian civilization. It 
provides a compelling counter-narrative to the dominance of Western liberalism 
and globalization, advocating for a world where diverse cultures and civilizations 
coexist harmoniously within a balanced global order. 

Eurasianism’s Role in Shaping Russia’s Geopolitical Vision 

As an ideology, Eurasianism has become integral to Russia’s foreign and domestic 
policy. It informs initiatives like the Eurasian Economic Union (EAEU), guides 
Russia’s pivot toward non-Western allies, and reinforces the country’s 
commitment to cultural sovereignty and traditional values. By rejecting the 
unipolar world order, Eurasianism empowers Russia to assert its sovereignty and 
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influence on its own terms, offering a vision of regional integration and global 
leadership that resonates with its historical and cultural legacy. 

A Call for Deeper Understanding 

Despite its significance, Eurasianism is often misunderstood or misrepresented, 
particularly in Western discourse, where it is frequently framed as a guise for 
Russian expansionism or imperialism. However, this interpretation overlooks the 
ideology’s deeper philosophical and cultural dimensions. Eurasianism is not about 
domination or aggression; it is a constructive and unifying philosophy that seeks 
to preserve cultural diversity, foster regional cooperation, and create a multipolar 
world where all civilizations have an equal voice. 

To truly appreciate Eurasianism’s potential, it is essential to view it as a response 
to the challenges of globalization and unipolarity—a vision for a more inclusive 
and balanced global order. By emphasizing shared values, mutual respect, and the 
sovereignty of nations, Eurasianism offers a path toward greater understanding 
and collaboration, both within the Eurasian region and beyond. 

A Vision for the Future 

At its core, Eurasianism aspires to bridge civilizations, creating a world where 
differences are not merely tolerated but celebrated as the foundation of 
collective strength. It envisions a Eurasian bloc that is not only economically 
integrated but also culturally cohesive and politically aligned—a model of 
cooperation that can inspire other regions to embrace their unique identities 
while working together for the common good. 

In this future, Eurasianism serves as a beacon of coexistence and mutual respect, 
proving that unity does not require uniformity and that sovereignty can coexist 
with collaboration. It positions Eurasia not as a battleground for competing 
powers but as a crossroads of ideas, traditions, and shared aspirations. Under 
Russia’s leadership, this vision has the potential to reshape the geopolitical 
landscape, fostering a world where harmony and diversity thrive together. 

Eurasianism’s relevance and potential make it more than an ideology; it is a 
roadmap for navigating the complexities of the modern world and a testament to 
the enduring power of cultural and civilizational unity in shaping humanity’s 
future. 
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Epilogue: Honoring Daria Dugina and Her Vision 

As we reflect on the profound impact of Eurasianism and its role in shaping 
Russia’s geopolitical and cultural identity, it is fitting to honor one of its most 
passionate advocates, Daria Dugina. A scholar, philosopher, and voice of her 
generation, Daria brought a unique intellectual rigor and personal conviction to 
the study and promotion of Eurasianism. Her tragic death in 2022 at the age of 29 
cut short a life of immense promise, but her contributions continue to resonate, 
inspiring discussions about identity, sovereignty, and the future of civilizations. 

A Legacy of Thought and Passion 

Daria Dugina’s work represents a bridge between the abstract ideals of 
Eurasianism and its practical implications in modern geopolitics. Through her 
writings, lectures, and activism, she articulated a vision of Eurasia as a diverse and 
vibrant cultural entity, one that stands resilient against the pressures of 
globalization and unipolar domination. Her ability to synthesize complex ideas 
and present them in accessible, compelling ways earned her respect as both a 
thinker and a communicator. 

Daria was not merely an observer of Eurasianism but an active participant in its 
intellectual evolution. Her analyses went beyond the theoretical, addressing real-
world challenges and opportunities for Russia and its neighbors. She was 
particularly skilled at connecting the philosophical underpinnings of Eurasianism 
with the pressing geopolitical questions of our time, offering insights that remain 
relevant even after her untimely passing. 

A Vision of Unity and Sovereignty 

Daria’s commitment to Eurasianism was deeply rooted in her belief in the 
importance of cultural sovereignty and unity. She saw Eurasianism not as a 
vehicle for division or domination but as a framework for fostering cooperation 
and mutual respect among diverse nations. Her work championed the idea that 
strength lies in embracing pluralism and that the preservation of cultural heritage 
is essential to the survival of civilizations. 

Daria’s vision extended beyond borders and politics. She spoke of Eurasianism as 
a philosophy of coexistence, a way to navigate the complexities of an 
interconnected world without sacrificing the unique identities that make each 



28 
 

culture valuable. Her emphasis on tradition, spirituality, and collective identity 
remains a cornerstone of the movement she so passionately supported. 

A Lasting Contribution 

Though her life was tragically brief, Daria Dugina’s contributions to Eurasianist 
thought will endure. Her works, including A Theory of Europe, provide a rich and 
nuanced exploration of the ideology, offering insights that continue to inform and 
inspire. She leaves behind a legacy of intellectual courage and a commitment to 
shaping a more balanced and just world order. 

In honoring Daria, we also honor the ideals she dedicated her life to—ideals of 
unity, sovereignty, and the celebration of cultural diversity. Her voice, though 
silenced, echoes through her writings and the movements she helped to shape. 
As Eurasianism evolves and adapts to the challenges of the 21st century, it will 
carry forward the imprint of her vision and her passion. 

A Testament to the Power of Ideas 

Daria Dugina’s life reminds us of the enduring power of ideas to shape the world. 
Her work stands as a testament to the belief that philosophy and geopolitics are 
not merely academic pursuits but tools for understanding and improving the 
human condition. In her memory, we are called to engage with these ideas 
thoughtfully, to seek unity in diversity, and to build a world that reflects the 
principles she held dear. 

As we look to the future, let us carry forward Daria’s legacy with the same 
conviction and courage that defined her life. May her vision continue to inspire 
generations to come, guiding them toward a Eurasia—and a world—that is 
united, sovereign, and steadfast in its commitment to the values that make us 
human. 
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