
1 
 

Geopolitical Convergence in 1919: The Demographic, Theological, and Political Origins of 
Modern Middle Eastern Conflict 

 

 

Douglas C. Youvan 

doug@youvan.com 

www.youvan.ai 

March 21, 2026 

 

The year 1919 serves as the fundamental geopolitical crucible of the twentieth century, 
establishing the political, theological, and demographic architecture that continues to dictate 
modern global conflicts, culminating in contemporary Middle Eastern warfare. In the aftermath 
of World War I, the dissolution of Eastern European empires trapped approximately six million 
Jewish individuals—a specific demographic metric utilized frequently by contemporary 
journalists and relief organizations based on census projections—in an acute humanitarian 
catastrophe. This localized crisis intersected with three transformative global vectors. Politically, 
the Balfour Declaration transitioned the concept of a Jewish homeland into international 
statecraft during the Paris Peace Conference. Theologically, the massive popularization of the 
Scofield Reference Bible embedded Christian Zionism into American foreign policy, framing 
Middle Eastern geopolitics as biblical prophecy. Revolutionarily, the demographic realities of the 
early Bolshevik state—specifically the high visibility of specific demographics in the Soviet 
vanguard—triggered severe ideological conflation and targeted military reprisals. This paper 
synthesizes these 1919 vectors, analyzing how the collision of Western philanthropy, British 
imperialism, American dispensationalism, and Russian communism constructed the geopolitical 
foundation that directly underpins the modern US-Israeli alliance and the escalating kinetic 
conflicts of the twenty-first century. 
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1. Introduction 

The year 1919 stands as a profound geopolitical demarcation line, separating the imperial 
frameworks of the nineteenth century from the ideological and kinetic conflicts of the modern 
era. As the delegates of the victorious Allied powers convened at the Paris Peace Conference to 
redraw the maps of Europe and the Middle East, they confronted a deeply fractured global 
order. The immediate aftermath of the First World War did not bring stability to Eastern Europe 
or the Levant; instead, it triggered a cascading series of regional conflicts, revolutions, and 
systemic societal collapses. Within this unprecedented global restructuring, the global Jewish 
diaspora found itself at the epicenter of a severe physical and existential crisis. Understanding 
the trajectory of twentieth-century and twenty-first-century geopolitics requires a thorough 
examination of this specific crucible year. It was during this brief historical window that 
traditional models of existence in Eastern Europe disintegrated, forcing a series of competing 
global solutions to the forefront of international diplomacy, theology, and military strategy. 

1.1 The Post-World War I Power Vacuum 

To comprehend the severity of the geopolitical crisis in 1919, it is necessary to examine the 
physical reality of Eastern Europe following the armistice. The collapse of the Russian Romanov 
dynasty, the Austro-Hungarian Habsburg empire, the German Hohenzollern monarchy, and the 
Ottoman Empire created a massive, contiguous power vacuum extending from the Baltic Sea to 
the Persian Gulf. For the demographic populations concentrated in the former Russian Pale of 
Settlement, this vacuum was catastrophic. These communities were immediately caught in the 
crossfire of the Russian Civil War, the Polish-Soviet War, and various localized nationalist 
uprisings. The total breakdown of agricultural supply chains, combined with deliberate 
economic blockades and the rampant spread of infectious diseases, resulted in a humanitarian 
disaster of staggering proportions. Furthermore, the absence of centralized state authority 
fueled severe sectarian violence, as competing military factions engaged in brutal territorial 
struggles that resulted in widespread displacement and mass casualties among non-combatant 
populations trapped in the war zones. 

1.2 The Four Vectors of 1919 

The unique historical significance of 1919 lies in how this localized physical crisis was 
simultaneously acted upon by four distinct, overarching global forces. Each vector offered a 
radically different framework for the future of the impacted populations and the broader 
region. The humanitarian vector was driven by immediate physical necessity, outlined vividly in 
Western journalistic appeals that focused on the desperate need for financial relief and framed 
the crisis as a moral test for the newly victorious Western democracies. The political vector was 
formalized by the 1917 Balfour Declaration and actualized at the 1919 Paris Peace Conference, 
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where the British Empire transitioned the concept of a Jewish homeland into a cornerstone of 
international statecraft. The theological vector was crystallized by the widespread adoption of 
the Scofield Reference Bible in the United States, which embedded Christian Zionism into 
American Protestantism and linked the geopolitical fate of the Middle East to biblical prophecy. 
Finally, the revolutionary vector was driven by the rise of Bolshevism, where the high visibility 
and statistical overrepresentation of specific demographics within the early Soviet leadership 
apparatus created profound geopolitical friction and triggered severe anti-communist military 
reprisals. 

1.3 Scope and Methodology 

This paper synthesizes these four competing vectors to demonstrate how the events and 
ideologies of 1919 shaped the foundational geopolitics of the ensuing century. Rather than 
viewing the Eastern European humanitarian crisis, the Zionist political movement, American 
dispensationalist theology, and the demographic realities of the Russian Revolution in isolation, 
this analysis treats them as interconnected components of a singular historical crucible. The 
methodology relies on a comparative historical analysis of primary documents, contemporary 
journalistic accounts, theological texts, and demographic data from the immediate post-war 
period. By deconstructing the rhetoric surrounding the humanitarian appeals, analyzing the 
demographic realities of the early Soviet state, and mapping the influence of political and 
theological doctrines on foreign policy, this paper illustrates how the unresolved tensions of 
1919 constructed the exact geopolitical architecture that drives contemporary conflict in the 
Middle East. 

 

2. The Demographic Baseline of Eastern Europe 

To accurately analyze the geopolitical crisis of 1919 and the subsequent diplomatic 
interventions, it is imperative to establish the empirical demographic baseline of Eastern Europe 
at the turn of the twentieth century. The rhetoric utilized by Western journalists, politicians, and 
relief organizations during the post-war period was not drawn from a vacuum; it was deeply 
rooted in the specific population statistics of the defunct Russian Empire. Understanding the 
sheer scale of the humanitarian disaster and the geopolitical urgency of the era requires 
examining how this specific demographic was geographically concentrated, how its population 
growth was tracked, and how demographic metrics were utilized to communicate the totality of 
the crisis to the international community. 

2.1 The 1897 Russian Census and Population Growth 

The foundational statistical data point for understanding Eastern European demographics in 
1919 is the Russian Imperial Census of 1897. This monumental undertaking was the first and 



5 
 

only comprehensive census conducted by the Tsarist government across its vast empire. The 
1897 census recorded approximately 5.2 million Jewish individuals residing within the borders 
of the Russian Empire. This figure provided the empirical baseline for all subsequent 
demographic projections utilized by international relief agencies and diplomatic bodies leading 
up to the First World War. 

Between the 1897 census and the outbreak of global hostilities in 1914, the region experienced 
complex demographic shifts. On one hand, severe economic marginalization and state-
sanctioned violence triggered a massive wave of emigration, with hundreds of thousands of 
individuals leaving Eastern Europe primarily for the United States, Western Europe, and South 
America. However, this high rate of emigration was offset by an exceptionally high rate of 
natural population growth within the remaining communities. Despite the massive outflow of 
refugees, demographers and international organizations calculated that the natural birth rate 
maintained and slightly expanded the total population size within the region. By the time the 
First World War concluded and the Russian Empire collapsed, the estimated remaining 
population of Eastern European Jewry was universally calculated by contemporary statisticians 
to be approximately six million. 

2.2 The Pale of Settlement and Geographic Concentration 

The geopolitical vulnerability of this population in 1919 was inextricably linked to its extreme 
geographic concentration. Russian imperial policy strictly regulated the movement and 
residency of its Jewish subjects. Since the late eighteenth century, the vast majority of this 
demographic was legally confined to the Pale of Settlement, a designated western borderland 
that encompassed territories in modern-day Poland, Lithuania, Belarus, Ukraine, and Moldova. 
Migration eastward into Russia proper was strictly prohibited for all but a select few highly 
educated or affluent individuals. 

This forced geographic concentration meant that the demographic was heavily urbanized within 
specific provincial towns and cities across the western frontier. When the First World War 
erupted, the Eastern Front ran directly through the heart of the Pale of Settlement. 
Consequently, the entire population was immediately subjected to the direct physical 
destruction of the war, including mass deportations by the retreating Tsarist army. When the 
Russian Empire fell in 1917, the legal restrictions of the Pale were formally abolished, but the 
physical population remained geographically rooted in the exact territories that immediately 
became the primary battlegrounds for the ensuing Russian Civil War, the Polish-Soviet War, and 
various nationalist insurgencies. The demographic was trapped in a continuous zone of kinetic 
conflict. 
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2.3 The Origin and Utilization of the Six Million Metric 

Because the estimated population of the former Pale of Settlement stood at roughly six million 
individuals during the 1914 to 1919 period, this specific figure became the standard statistical 
shorthand utilized by international diplomats and philanthropic organizations. When journalists 
like Martin H. Glynn, or leaders of relief organizations such as the American Jewish Joint 
Distribution Committee, utilized the phrase six million in 1919, it was not an abstract rhetorical 
device or a prophetic prediction. It was a precise demographic metric representing the absolute 
entirety of the Eastern European Jewish population. 

This metric was heavily utilized in Western appeals to communicate the unprecedented scale of 
the crisis. By invoking the total population figure, journalists and politicians were emphasizing 
that the famine, disease, and military violence ravaging the former Russian borderlands were 
not isolated, localized tragedies, but rather a systemic event that threatened the survival of the 
entire demographic block. The six million metric served to quantify the absolute exposure of the 
population, providing the mathematical justification for the massive financial relief campaigns in 
the United States and serving as the demographic baseline that propelled the diplomatic push 
for a formalized geographic sanctuary during the Paris Peace Conference. 

 

3. The Humanitarian Catastrophe of 1919 

The formal conclusion of the First World War in November 1918 did not bring an end to kinetic 
conflict in Eastern Europe. Instead, the dissolution of the Russian, Austro-Hungarian, and 
German empires plunged the region into a protracted period of statelessness and multi-
factional warfare. For the civilian populations trapped within these contested territories, the 
immediate post-war era was defined by an acute, systemic humanitarian catastrophe. To 
understand the geopolitical catalysts that drove international diplomatic and theological 
interventions during this period, it is necessary to examine the physical realities of the crisis. 
The devastation prompted massive Western philanthropic mobilization, most prominently 
articulated by figures like Martin H. Glynn, whose writings serve as a primary historical lens 
through which the desperation of the era can be analyzed. 

3.1 Systemic Collapse and the Russian Civil War 

Following the collapse of the Romanov dynasty, the former territories of the Pale of Settlement 
became the primary theater for the Russian Civil War. This conflict pitted the Bolshevik Red 
Army against the anti-communist White Army, while simultaneous localized conflicts, including 
the Polish-Soviet War and the Ukrainian war of independence, turned the region into a highly 
volatile and fractured battleground. The physical landscape and economic infrastructure were 
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completely devastated. Agricultural production plummeted due to mass conscription, the 
military requisitioning of crops, and the scorched-earth tactics utilized by retreating armies. 

Trade routes and municipal supply lines were entirely severed, leading to hyperinflation and the 
total collapse of local economies. Consequently, severe famine became widespread across the 
region. Alongside mass starvation, the breakdown of medical infrastructure allowed epidemics 
of typhus, cholera, and influenza to ravage the weakened populations. For the Jewish 
communities residing in these zones, the suffering was exponentially compounded by targeted 
sectarian violence. Because they were frequently perceived as alien or falsely associated en 
masse with opposing political factions, these communities were subjected to systematic looting, 
mass expropriation, and brutal pogroms by various armies and partisan groups moving through 
the territory. 

3.2 Martin H. Glynn and Journalistic Appeals 

In response to this unprecedented catastrophe, Western journalism and philanthropy mobilized 
to generate immediate financial relief. The most prominent of these appeals was articulated by 
Martin H. Glynn, a former Governor of the State of New York. Published on October 31, 1919, in 
The American Hebrew, a widely read weekly journal based in New York, Glynn's article was 
designed to shock the American public and political class into immediate action. Glynn 
advocated for a massive, coordinated fundraising campaign aiming to collect 35 million dollars 
to provide basic necessities such as food, clothing, and medicine to the beleaguered 
populations across the Atlantic. 

Glynn deliberately employed highly evocative language to bridge the geographic and cultural 
divide between the economically stable American public and the starving masses in Eastern 
Europe. By utilizing terminology deeply resonant with Western theological overtones, Glynn 
framed the crisis not merely as a distant foreign policy issue, but as a universal moral 
imperative. The rhetoric was calculated to elevate the relief effort from a localized charity to a 
broader humanitarian duty, demanding that the victorious, wealthy nations of the West step 
forward to prevent the demographic collapse of an entire population. 

3.3 Statistical Shorthand versus Prophetic Prediction 

A highly scrutinized element of Glynn's article in modern historical analysis is his repeated use 
of the phrase six million to quantify the population facing destruction, alongside his description 
of the crisis as a threatened holocaust. While this specific statistical figure and terminology carry 
profound weight due to the subsequent events of the mid-twentieth century, in the strict 
context of 1919, these terms functioned as specific demographic and linguistic markers of their 
own era. 
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As established by contemporary demographers, the figure of six million was the universally 
accepted estimate representing the total Jewish population residing in the war-torn regions of 
the former Russian Empire and Eastern Europe. When Glynn and his contemporaries invoked 
the number, they were not making a prophetic prediction of future mechanized genocide. 
Rather, they were utilizing a statistical shorthand to point out that the absolute entirety of that 
specific demographic was currently trapped in the crossfire of famine, disease, and military 
conflict. Similarly, the word holocaust was utilized in its traditional, lower-case definition of the 
era, denoting a great slaughter or widespread destruction by fire, famine, or war. By employing 
this specific figure and terminology, Glynn emphasized that the crisis was a systemic threat to 
the demographic foundation of European Judaism, providing the urgent baseline that justified 
massive Western intervention. 

 

4. The Political Vector: The Balfour Declaration 

While massive philanthropic efforts sought to alleviate the immediate physical suffering of 
Eastern European populations, a parallel diplomatic effort in Western Europe was 
fundamentally altering the long-term geopolitical landscape of the Middle East. The systemic 
collapse of the Russian and Austro-Hungarian empires demonstrated to many contemporary 
political observers that minority populations lacking geographic sovereignty were inherently 
vulnerable to the volatile shifts of European conflicts. Consequently, the humanitarian crisis of 
1919 accelerated the transition of Zionism from a nascent nationalist movement into a 
formalized component of international diplomacy. The anchor for this political vector was the 
Balfour Declaration, a brief diplomatic communication that ultimately served as the 
foundational legal framework for the redrawing of the post-Ottoman Levant and the creation of 
a modern geopolitical flashpoint. 

4.1 Transitioning from Imperial Promise to International Policy 

Issued on November 2, 1917, the Balfour Declaration was a public statement of British 
government policy communicated by Foreign Secretary Arthur Balfour to Lord Rothschild, a 
prominent figure in the British Jewish community. The declaration stated that the British 
government viewed with favor the establishment in Palestine of a national home for the Jewish 
people. Originally conceived as a wartime strategic maneuver designed to rally global Jewish 
support to the Allied cause during the First World War, the document was initially a unilateral 
imperial promise. It carried significant political weight but lacked binding status in international 
law. 

The year 1919 was the critical juncture where this unilateral imperial decree transitioned into 
formal international policy. With the defeat of the Central Powers, including the Ottoman 
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Empire which had controlled the Levant for centuries, the victorious Allied powers faced the 
complex task of administering vast swathes of conquered territory. The diplomatic challenge of 
1919 was to legitimize British strategic and economic interests in the Suez Canal and the 
broader Middle East while simultaneously fulfilling the wartime commitments made to the 
Zionist Organization. This required embedding the text and the spirit of the Balfour Declaration 
into the newly developing architecture of international law, thereby making a British imperial 
objective a global diplomatic mandate. 

4.2 The Paris Peace Conference and the Mandate System 

The Paris Peace Conference, convening in early 1919, was the diplomatic mechanism through 
which the global geopolitical order was completely restructured. It was here that the victorious 
Allied powers dismantled the defeated empires and established the League of Nations. To 
manage the former territories of the Ottoman Empire, the conference devised the Mandate 
system under Article 22 of the League Covenant. Rather than outright imperial annexation, the 
territories were classified according to their perceived readiness for self-determination. The 
Levant and Mesopotamia were designated as Class A mandates, meaning they were recognized 
as provisionally independent nations subject to the administrative advice and assistance of a 
Mandatory power until they were deemed able to stand alone. 

In February 1919, representatives of the Zionist Organization formally presented their case to 
the Supreme Council at the Paris Peace Conference. Their primary objective was to ensure that 
the British Mandate for Palestine explicitly incorporated the language of the Balfour 
Declaration. The successful lobbying efforts throughout 1919 ensured that the eventual legal 
instrument of the Mandate formally recognized the historical connection of the Jewish people 
to Palestine and the grounds for reconstituting their national home in that region. This 
diplomatic victory at Paris fundamentally altered the legal status of the territory, tying the 
demographic crisis of Eastern Europe directly to the administrative fate of the Levant. 

4.3 The Shift Toward Geographic Statehood 

The diplomatic events of 1919 represented a total paradigm shift in how the global community 
approached the demographic vulnerabilities of the Jewish diaspora. Prior to the Paris Peace 
Conference, proposed solutions to the plight of Eastern European Jewry largely centered on 
domestic civil rights reforms within their host nations, localized assimilation, or Western 
charitable relief as advocated by Martin H. Glynn. The formal integration of the Balfour 
Declaration into the international mandate system shifted the paradigm entirely toward 
geographic statehood. 

By legally establishing Palestine as a designated national home under the protection of the 
British Empire, the international community provided a formalized geographic pressure release 
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valve for the populations facing systemic violence and famine in Eastern Europe. Although the 
actual establishment of a sovereign state would require three more decades of conflict, mass 
migration, and a second global war, the diplomatic architecture was definitively poured in 1919. 
This political vector transformed the concept of a Jewish homeland from a theoretical religious 
aspiration into a concrete geopolitical reality, permanently linking the fate of the European 
diaspora to the territorial disputes of the modern Middle East. 

 

5. The Theological Vector: Cyrus Scofield and Christian Zionism 

While European diplomats at the Paris Peace Conference were restructuring the Middle East 
based on strategic imperialism and the principles of national self-determination, a powerful 
parallel force was taking root across the Atlantic. In the United States, the geopolitical shifts of 
1919 were increasingly interpreted not merely through the lens of secular statecraft, but 
through a highly specific theological framework. This theological vector, driven by the massive 
popularization of the Scofield Reference Bible, fundamentally altered American Protestantism 
and embedded the concept of Christian Zionism into the cultural and political consciousness of 
the United States. To understand the robust, non-Jewish American support for the Balfour 
Declaration and the eventual establishment of a formalized Jewish state, it is necessary to 
examine the theological doctrines that primed millions of Americans to view the geopolitical 
restructuring of 1919 as the literal fulfillment of biblical prophecy. 

5.1 Dispensationalism in the Scofield Reference Bible 

The catalyst for this profound theological shift was the publication and widespread distribution 
of the Scofield Reference Bible. Originally published in 1909 by the Oxford University Press and 
significantly revised in 1917, coinciding with the issuance of the Balfour Declaration and the 
British capture of Jerusalem, the Scofield Bible became a foundational text for American 
evangelicalism. Its author, Cyrus I. Scofield, utilized the text to popularize a theological system 
known as Dispensationalism, a framework originally developed in the nineteenth century by the 
Anglo-Irish theologian John Nelson Darby. 

The profound innovation of the Scofield Reference Bible was its formatting. Scofield embedded 
his extensive theological commentary, timelines, and cross-references directly on the same page 
as the biblical text. For millions of lay readers, this specific formatting blurred the line between 
the ancient scripture and Scofield's modern interpretations, granting his dispensationalist 
framework an aura of divine authority. The core tenet of this system was the strict theological 
separation between the Christian Church and the nation of Israel. Unlike traditional 
supersessionist theology, which argued that the Christian Church had historically replaced Israel 
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as the recipient of divine covenants, Scofield's Dispensationalism maintained that God had 
distinct, ongoing, and unfulfilled promises for the ethnic and national descendants of Abraham. 

5.2 Prophetic Prerequisites and the Gathering of Israel 

According to the dispensationalist timeline charted in Scofield's annotations, human history was 
divided into distinct eras, or dispensations. Crucially, the system posited that the current age of 
the Church would culminate in a sudden rapture of believers, which would subsequently trigger 
a period of global tribulation and the eventual Second Coming of Christ. However, Scofield's 
framework established a strict, non-negotiable geopolitical prerequisite for these eschatological 
events: the physical restoration of the Jewish people to the geographic region of Palestine. 

For readers of the Scofield Reference Bible, the events culminating in 1919 were electrifying and 
transformative. The collapse of the Ottoman Empire, the end of centuries of Islamic control over 
Jerusalem, and the formal issuance of the Balfour Declaration were not viewed as standard 
historical developments or the secular results of a global war. Instead, they were interpreted as 
unmistakable prophetic signs. The international discussions at the Paris Peace Conference 
regarding a national home for the Jewish people aligned perfectly with Scofield's annotations 
concerning the gathering of Israel from the global diaspora. This theological lens transformed 
the tragic demographic displacement of Eastern European populations into a necessary, divinely 
orchestrated migration that would catalyze the end of human history. 

5.3 American Evangelical Priming for Political Intervention 

The most significant geopolitical consequence of this theological framework was the creation of 
a massive, politically active demographic in the United States that supported Zionist objectives 
for reasons entirely separate from secular diplomacy, European imperial strategy, or immediate 
humanitarian relief. This American evangelical priming fundamentally altered the diplomatic 
calculus of the twentieth century. While European support for the mandate system was largely 
driven by imperial strategy, a significant portion of American grassroots support was driven by 
perceived religious duty. 

This cultural environment explains why secular politicians and public figures in the United States 
could easily mobilize public sentiment regarding the Middle East. The evocative rhetoric of a 
threatened holocaust and the crucifixion of European populations, as utilized by figures like 
Martin H. Glynn, resonated deeply with a Protestant public already conditioned to view the 
Jewish people as central actors in a cosmic, divine drama. Christian Zionism effectively bridged 
the gap between traditional isolationist tendencies in the United States and active support for 
international intervention in the Levant. By framing the redrawing of the Middle East as a 
biblical imperative, the Scofield Reference Bible ensured that American foreign policy regarding 
the region would permanently feature a robust, theological undercurrent. 
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6. The Revolutionary Vector: Demographics of Early Bolshevism 

While the Paris Peace Conference charted a geographic solution in the Levant and American 
theologians mapped a prophetic timeline, the physical territory of Eastern Europe was violently 
convulsing under a radically different geopolitical force. The collapse of the Russian Empire in 
1917 gave way to the Bolshevik Revolution, an event that fundamentally altered the socio-
political fabric of the twentieth century. For the global Jewish diaspora, the rise of Soviet 
Communism introduced a profound internal and external crisis. This revolutionary vector was 
driven by a complex demographic reality: the highly visible overrepresentation of individuals of 
Jewish descent within the vanguard of the early Bolshevik leadership apparatus. Understanding 
this demographic anomaly is crucial for analyzing the subsequent geopolitical friction and the 
severe anti-communist reprisals that devastated traditional populations during the Russian Civil 
War. 

6.1 The Socio-Economic Appeal of Marxist Universalism 

To comprehend why a disproportionate number of individuals from the Pale of Settlement 
gravitated toward radical left-wing revolutionary movements, one must examine the socio-
economic conditions of the Russian Empire prior to 1917. Traditional communities lived under 
severe state-sponsored oppression. They were subjected to strict quotas limiting their access to 
higher education, barred from entering the civil service, restricted in their geographic mobility, 
and frequently victimized by state-sanctioned violence. For the younger, increasingly urbanized, 
and highly literate generations coming of age at the turn of the twentieth century, the 
traditional religious structures offered no political salvation or physical protection from Tsarist 
autocracy. 

Consequently, universalist ideologies, particularly Marxism, held an intense appeal. Marxism 
offered a post-ethnic, post-religious utopian vision of the future. It promised a society 
structured entirely around class rather than nationality or creed, effectively offering absolute 
civic equality to a historically marginalized demographic. By abandoning their traditional 
religious identities for militant atheism, these radicalized intellectuals assimilated into a broader, 
internationalist revolutionary vanguard aimed at toppling the imperial structure that had 
confined them. 

6.2 Statistical Realities of the Early Soviet Apparatus 

The geopolitical friction of 1919 was heavily exacerbated by the statistical realities of the new 
Soviet government. To accurately assess this demographic impact, a rigorous statistical analysis 
of the leadership apparatus is required. In the first iteration of the Council of Peoples 
Commissars, or Sovnarkom, established immediately following the October Revolution, there 
were fifteen commissar positions. Of these initial fifteen executives, one individual was of 
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Jewish descent: Leon Trotsky, who held the position of Commissar of Foreign Affairs and later 
Commissar of Military and Naval Affairs. Statistically, this represents roughly six percent of the 
Sovnarkom. 

However, political power in the early Soviet state was heavily concentrated in the Central 
Committee of the Bolshevik Party, which dictated policy to the Sovnarkom. In the Central 
Committee elected in August 1917, which directed the October Revolution, six of the twenty-
one members belonged to this demographic. This represents nearly twenty-nine percent of the 
supreme policy-making body. When contrasted with the demographic baseline of the Russian 
Empire, where this group constituted approximately four to five percent of the total population, 
the representation within the Central Committee constituted a major statistical 
overrepresentation at the highest level of strategic command. 

6.3 The Mid-Level Bureaucracy and State Security Forces 

The demographic distribution shifted even further when analyzing the mid-level bureaucracy 
and the early Soviet state security apparatus in 1918 and 1919. Following the Bolshevik seizure 
of power, the new government faced a comprehensive strike by former Tsarist civil servants, 
administrators, and technical specialists. To maintain basic state functions, the Bolsheviks 
urgently required a literate, urbanized workforce. Because traditional avenues of civic and state 
employment had been heavily restricted under the Tsarist autocracy, the Pale of Settlement 
contained a massive pool of highly literate, multilingual individuals who were suddenly available 
and willing to fill administrative voids across the new state structure. 

Consequently, the representation of this demographic within the middle management of the 
Soviet bureaucracy, the diplomatic corps, and the state press became exceptionally high. This 
demographic reality was most pronounced within the All-Russian Extraordinary Commission, 
known as the Cheka, the first Soviet secret police organization. While the Cheka was founded 
and directed by an ethnic Pole, its central apparatus in Moscow and Petrograd contained a 
highly disproportionate number of Jewish personnel in investigator and interrogator roles. 
Because the Cheka was the primary instrument of state security and the enforcer of the Red 
Terror, the statistical density of this specific demographic within its ranks became the defining 
interface between the Bolshevik government and the general population during the chaos of 
1919. 

 

7. Geopolitical Conflation and the Anti-Bolshevik Backlash 

The demographic realities of the early Soviet state did not exist in a vacuum; they were 
immediately weaponized in the kinetic theater of the Russian Civil War. The high visibility of 
specific demographic groups within the Bolshevik vanguard and the Cheka created a 
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catastrophic geopolitical conflation. Opposing military forces, international observers, and rival 
political factions began to systematically equate the actions and ideology of the militant atheist 
Soviet leadership with the entirety of the traditional demographic block residing in the former 
Pale of Settlement. This conflation transformed a political and economic revolution into a 
sectarian conflict, triggering a massive, targeted backlash that directly produced the 
humanitarian catastrophe articulated by Western observers in 1919. 

7.1 White Army Retaliation and Targeted Violence 

The primary engine of this backlash was the White Army, a loose coalition of anti-communist 
forces, monarchists, and conservative nationalists fighting to overthrow the Bolshevik regime. 
For the commanders of the White Army, the statistical overrepresentation of individuals of 
Jewish descent in the Red Army command and the Soviet secret police was utilized as a unifying 
propaganda tool. They framed the civil war not merely as a political struggle over the future of 
the Russian state, but as a demographic and cultural battle against a foreign, radical element. 

As the White armies, alongside various Ukrainian nationalist militias, advanced and retreated 
through the territories of the former Pale of Settlement, they enacted severe military reprisals 
against civilian populations. By conflating the Bolshevik leadership with the local inhabitants, 
these forces justified systematic, large-scale pogroms. Entire towns were subjected to collective 
punishment, mass executions, and expropriation of property. The violence of 1919 was 
unprecedented in its scale, with casualty estimates from these targeted campaigns reaching into 
the hundreds of thousands. It was this specific wave of retaliatory military violence, directly 
fueled by demographic conflation, that generated the massive refugee crisis and the desperate 
calls for Western financial intervention. 

7.2 The Disconnect Between Secular Vanguards and Traditional Populations 

The geopolitical tragedy of 1919 lies in the profound demographic and ideological disconnect 
between the perpetrators of the revolution and the victims of the anti-communist backlash. The 
White Army's retaliatory violence fell almost entirely upon traditional, impoverished 
populations who were fundamentally disconnected from the revolutionary vanguard in Moscow 
and Petrograd. 

The Soviet leadership apparatus was composed of secularized, militantly atheist individuals who 
had abandoned their traditional heritage and were actively working to dismantle religious 
institutions through organizations like the Yevsektsiya. Conversely, the populations suffering the 
brunt of the White Army pogroms were overwhelmingly traditional, religious, and ideologically 
opposed to the militant atheism of the Bolsheviks. The civilian populations of the former Pale 
found themselves trapped in an impossible geopolitical vise: they were actively persecuted by 
the Red Army for their religious traditionalism and bourgeois economic structures, while 
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simultaneously being slaughtered by the White Army who falsely equated them with the secular 
architects of the Soviet state. 

7.3 The Export of Ideological Paranoia to the West 

The conflation of demographics and revolutionary ideology was not contained within the 
borders of the collapsed Russian Empire. As the chaos of 1919 unfolded, this specific 
geopolitical paranoia was rapidly exported to the West, fundamentally altering domestic politics 
and foreign policy in Europe and the United States. Fleeing aristocrats, defeated White Army 
officers, and Western intelligence networks disseminated reports that explicitly linked the 
demographic composition of the Soviet vanguard with the threat of international communism. 

In the United States, this exported conflation directly fueled the First Red Scare of 1919 and 
1920. American political leaders and law enforcement agencies began to view the massive influx 
of Eastern European refugees not merely as victims of a humanitarian disaster, but as potential 
carriers of political radicalism. This resulted in the Palmer Raids, mass deportations, and the 
eventual implementation of severe immigration restriction quotas in the early 1920s. The 
export of this ideological conflation meant that the humanitarian appeals of 1919 had to 
navigate a complex domestic environment where the victims of the Russian Civil War were 
simultaneously viewed with deep political suspicion, accelerating the international diplomatic 
push to find a permanent, geographic resolution outside of both Eastern Europe and the United 
States. 

 

8. Competing Resolutions for a Global Crisis 

The convergence of the humanitarian catastrophe in Eastern Europe, the diplomatic 
restructuring at the Paris Peace Conference, the rise of Soviet Communism, and the 
proliferation of American Christian Zionism created a unique historical crossroads in 1919. The 
sheer scale of the demographic collapse in the former Pale of Settlement demonstrated that the 
pre-war status quo was irrevocably shattered. In response to this existential threat, the global 
community and internal ideological factions presented three distinct, competing resolutions for 
the future of the global diaspora. These solutions offered radically divergent paths: geographic 
relocation and statehood, total ideological assimilation, or massive financial sustenance coupled 
with theological expectation. The competition between these three frameworks defined the 
geopolitical struggles of the interwar period and laid the groundwork for the modern Middle 
East. 
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8.1 The Zionist Answer: Sovereignty and Relocation 

The first major resolution offered in 1919 was the political framework of Zionism, which was 
vastly accelerated by the successful integration of the Balfour Declaration into the international 
mandate system. This answer posited that the fundamental cause of the humanitarian crisis 
was not merely the temporary chaos of the Russian Civil War, but the inherent vulnerability of 
existing as a stateless minority population within volatile host nations. The Zionist resolution 
argued that civil rights reforms and temporary philanthropic relief were insufficient to 
guarantee long-term survival in Eastern Europe. 

Instead, the proposed solution was absolute geographic relocation and the pursuit of political 
sovereignty. By directing migration away from the hostile environments of the collapsed Russian 
and Austro-Hungarian empires and toward the British Mandate of Palestine, this movement 
sought to physically extract the demographic from the European kinetic theater. The 
establishment of a recognized national home would theoretically provide self-determination, 
self-defense capabilities, and immunity from the shifting political tides of European autocracies. 
This resolution effectively shifted the demographic focus from localized endurance to 
international statecraft, structurally linking the survival of the diaspora to the geopolitical 
administration of the Levant. 

8.2 The Communist Answer: Assimilation and Revolution 

Diametrically opposed to the Zionist framework was the resolution offered by the newly 
established Bolshevik state. For the militant atheists within the Soviet vanguard, the concept of 
a separate national or religious identity was inherently reactionary and an obstacle to the global 
proletarian revolution. The Communist answer to the crisis of 1919 was total ideological and 
structural assimilation. This framework argued that the historic marginalization and violence 
experienced in the Pale of Settlement were symptoms of capitalist exploitation and imperialist 
class structures, rather than eternal ethnic conflicts. 

The proposed solution was the complete eradication of traditional religious life, bourgeois 
economic practices, and separate cultural identities. Through state-sponsored organs such as 
the Yevsektsiya, the Bolshevik regime actively worked to dismantle the religious and communal 
infrastructure of the traditional populations trapped within its borders. By abandoning their 
historical heritage and assimilating into the new, ostensibly classless Soviet society, the 
demographic would theoretically achieve absolute civic equality. This resolution rejected 
geographic relocation to the Middle East as a bourgeois nationalist distraction, demanding 
instead that the population integrate entirely into the machinery of the new communist state, 
thus solving the demographic crisis through ideological dissolution. 
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8.3 The American Answer: Financial Relief and Theological Destiny 

The third resolution emanated from the United States, presenting a dual-tracked approach 
characterized by immediate secular philanthropy underpinned by a rising current of theological 
expectation. Facing domestic political pressures, the First Red Scare, and a growing isolationist 
sentiment that restricted mass immigration, the American establishment sought to stabilize the 
Eastern European crisis without absorbing millions of refugees. The immediate answer was 
massive financial intervention, epitomized by Martin H. Glynn's appeal for a 35 million dollar 
relief fund and the extensive logistical operations of the American Jewish Joint Distribution 
Committee. This philanthropic effort aimed to sustain the population in situ, providing the 
necessary food, medical supplies, and economic capital to rebuild shattered communities within 
their existing geographic locations. 

However, this secular relief effort operated concurrently with the theological vector driven by 
the Scofield Reference Bible. For millions of American Protestants, the ultimate resolution to the 
crisis was not merely surviving the Russian Civil War or achieving civic equality under a new 
government. The humanitarian devastation of 1919 was increasingly interpreted as the painful, 
prophesied catalyst necessary to detach the population from Europe and drive them toward the 
Levant. Therefore, the American answer became a complex synthesis: providing immediate 
financial charity to prevent total demographic collapse, while simultaneously cultivating a 
robust theological and political environment that actively supported the Zionist resolution of 
statehood as a matter of divine destiny. 

 

9. The Century of Escalation: From 1919 to the Modern Middle East 

The geopolitical vectors established in 1919 did not remain static concepts confined to the 
interwar period. Instead, they served as the foundational architecture for a century of escalating 
kinetic conflict. The diplomatic decisions made at the Paris Peace Conference, the demographic 
displacement caused by the Russian Civil War, and the theological frameworks popularized in 
the United States initiated a chain reaction that fundamentally permanently altered the global 
balance of power. The transition from the localized crises of the post-World War I era to the 
modern, highly militarized conflicts of the Middle East is a direct linear progression. 
Understanding contemporary warfare in the Levant and the Persian Gulf requires tracing how 
the fragile administrative borders and ideological mandates of 1919 hardened into rigid, heavily 
fortified nation-states locked in perpetual strategic competition. 

9.1 The Hardening of the Mandate Borders 

The immediate consequence of the political vector established in 1919 was the physical 
redrawing of the Middle East. The British Mandate for Palestine, which legally incorporated the 
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Balfour Declaration, imposed artificial administrative borders over a region historically 
characterized by fluid demographic movement under the Ottoman Empire. By formalizing 
Palestine as a designated national home, the international community created a geographic 
magnet for the displaced populations fleeing the violence of Eastern Europe. 

As immigration accelerated throughout the 1920s and 1930s, fueled directly by the systemic 
collapse and rising totalitarianism in Europe, the demographic realities of the Levant were 
radically altered. The local Arab populations, who had also been promised independence by the 
British during the First World War, increasingly viewed the mandate system as an existential 
threat. The resulting friction transformed the administrative borders drawn in Paris into lines of 
intense kinetic conflict. The Arab Revolt of the late 1930s, the 1947 United Nations partition 
plan, and the subsequent 1948 Arab-Israeli War were the direct, unavoidable downstream 
effects of the diplomatic architecture poured in 1919. The borders transitioned from theoretical 
lines on a diplomatic map to militarized fronts. 

9.2 The Evolution of the US-Israel Strategic Alliance 

Parallel to the physical hardening of the Levant, the American response to the Middle East 
underwent a massive structural evolution. In 1919, the United States engaged with the Eastern 
European crisis primarily through private philanthropy, organized by figures like Martin H. 
Glynn, and theological sympathy. However, as the twentieth century progressed, particularly 
following the Second World War and the onset of the Cold War, this relationship fundamentally 
transformed. The revolutionary vector of 1919—the rise of the Soviet Union—positioned the 
newly established State of Israel as a critical geostrategic asset for the West. 

The United States increasingly viewed the Middle East through the lens of containment, seeking 
to block Soviet expansion into the oil-rich Persian Gulf and the Mediterranean. Consequently, 
the philanthropic charity of the 1919 era evolved into a formalized, multi-billion-dollar military 
and intelligence alliance. Israel became a heavily armed, technologically advanced forward 
operating base for Western interests, while the Soviet Union systematically armed and funded 
opposing Arab nationalist and socialist regimes. The ideological conflations and proxy battles 
that began in the ruins of the Russian Empire were effectively transplanted onto the geographic 
terrain of the mandate system. 

9.3 Echoes of Dispensationalism in Modern Foreign Policy 

Crucially, the secular geostrategic calculations of the Cold War were continually reinforced by 
the enduring power of the theological vector. The dispensationalist theology popularized by the 
Scofield Reference Bible in 1919 did not fade into obscurity; it expanded to become a dominant 
force within American domestic politics. By the late twentieth and early twenty-first centuries, 
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Christian Zionism represented a massive, highly organized voting bloc that viewed the physical 
security and territorial expansion of Israel as a non-negotiable biblical imperative. 

This theological baseline fundamentally constrained and directed American foreign policy. It 
ensured that the United States approached the Middle East not merely through the cold 
calculus of realpolitik, but through an ideological lens that granted the US-Israel alliance an aura 
of absolute moral and prophetic necessity. Politicians across the American spectrum recognized 
that abandoning or significantly pressuring the Israeli state carried massive domestic political 
liabilities. Therefore, the Scofield framework of 1919 guaranteed that the United States would 
remain permanently militarily tethered to the kinetic conflicts of the Levant, setting the stage 
for direct confrontations with regional powers seeking to dismantle that specific geopolitical 
architecture. 

 

10. The Kinetic Architecture: The 2026 Geopolitical Landscape 

As of March 2026, the theoretical and diplomatic frameworks established in 1919 have fully 
transitioned into a state of high-intensity kinetic warfare. The regional order, once managed 
through the Mandate system and later through a delicate balance of Cold War proxy 
alignments, has effectively fractured. The current conflict between the United States, Israel, and 
Iran represents the terminal escalation of the four vectors—humanitarian, political, theological, 
and revolutionary—that first converged over a century ago. The modern battlefield in the 
Persian Gulf and the Levant is the physical manifestation of the unresolved tensions of 1919, 
where the demographic and ideological maps drawn in the aftermath of the First World War are 
being forcibly reconfigured through direct military engagement. 

10.1 The Breakdown of Diplomatic Frameworks 

The diplomatic architecture that sustained the Middle East for decades has suffered a systemic 
collapse in the mid-2020s. The international institutions birthed from the 1919 Paris Peace 
Conference, primarily the successor organs to the League of Nations, have proven incapable of 
mediating the fundamental territorial and ideological disputes of the region. The collapse of the 
February 2026 nuclear negotiations in Oman marked the definitive end of the era of 
containment and "strategic patience." With the failure of these secular diplomatic channels, the 
regional actors have reverted to the primary objectives established at the dawn of the Mandate 
era: absolute territorial sovereignty and the total elimination of existential threats. 

This breakdown has removed the traditional guardrails of international law. The United States 
and Israel, operating under a modernized iteration of the security mandates first envisioned in 
1919, have moved toward a doctrine of preemption. This shift reflects a return to the 1919 
realization that philanthropic aid and distant diplomacy are insufficient to protect vulnerable 
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populations in a zone of systemic collapse. Consequently, the "national home" established via 
the Balfour Declaration has evolved into a regional hegemon engaged in a "war of the 
peripheries" to secure its expanded borders against an increasingly sophisticated and 
ideological adversary. 

10.2 Modern Escalations and the Iran Conflict 

The current military campaign, characterized by the US-led "Operation Epic Fury" and the Israeli 
"Roaring Lion," targets the very revolutionary energy that first manifested in the 1917-1919 
period. While the Bolsheviks of 1919 offered a secular, internationalist challenge to the Western 
order, the modern Iranian state offers a theocratic, regional challenge that seeks to dismantle 
the entire post-1919 Mandate architecture. The precision strikes on Iranian nuclear facilities in 
Natanz and the decapitation of the supreme leadership are tactical efforts to neutralize a state 
that views the 1919 geopolitical settlement as an illegitimate imperial imposition. 

The Iranian response—closing the Strait of Hormuz and launching mass ballistic missile volleys 
at Arad and Bahrain—demonstrates the "horizontal escalation" predicted by military theorists. 
This is no longer a localized border dispute but a total war over the control of global energy 
corridors and the religious identity of the Middle East. The closure of the Strait, which chokes 
off twenty percent of the world's oil supply, has triggered a global economic shock comparable 
to the systemic collapses described by Martin H. Glynn. The world is once again facing a 
humanitarian crisis of "six million" or more, though this time the scale is global, driven by 
energy poverty and the threat of regional nuclear exchange. 

10.3 The Direct Lineage from 1919 to Contemporary Warfare 

The direct lineage from the 1919 crucible to the 2026 war is visible in the rhetoric and strategy 
of the combatants. The American domestic support for the current intervention remains 
anchored in the theological vector popularized by the Scofield Reference Bible. For a significant 
portion of the American electorate and leadership, the defense of the Israeli state is not merely 
a matter of realpolitik but a defense of the "prophetic prerequisites" established over a century 
ago. This ensures a level of military commitment that transcends standard national interest, 
providing the "kinetic architecture" with nearly unlimited financial and moral capital. 

Furthermore, the demographic conflations that fueled the 1919 Red Scare have evolved into a 
modern "Clash of Civilizations" framework. The 2026 conflict is being fought over the same 
geographic fault lines established by the British and French in 1919. The "Crucifixion of Jews" 
that Martin H. Glynn sought to prevent through 35 million dollars in charity has been replaced 
by a multi-trillion-dollar defense apparatus designed to prevent a second "Holocaust" through 
overwhelming military force. Ultimately, the war of 2026 is the final attempt to resolve the 
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contradictions of 1919: a world where the search for a permanent geographic sanctuary has 
resulted in a permanent state of global kinetic mobilization. 

 

11. Conclusion 

The geopolitical landscape of 1926, much like the crucible of 1919, remains defined by the 
unresolved tensions of a century-old architecture. The convergence of the four vectors—
humanitarian, political, theological, and revolutionary—did not merely provide a temporary 
solution to a post-war crisis; it established a permanent framework of global mobilization. The 
1919 appeals of Martin H. Glynn and the demographic metrics of the six million captured a 
moment of absolute vulnerability that the twentieth century sought to solve through the hard 
power of statehood and the soft power of prophetic theology. However, the structural 
contradictions of these solutions have matured into the kinetic realities of 2026. 

11.1 The Unresolved Tensions of a Pivotal Year 

The primary tension of 1919 was the attempt to solve a demographic crisis of statelessness 
through the imposition of artificial imperial borders and the promotion of exclusive nationalist 
identities. While the Balfour Declaration and the subsequent Mandate system provided a 
geographic sanctuary, they simultaneously created a theater of perpetual territorial friction. 
This friction was further exacerbated by the American theological vector, which transformed a 
secular diplomatic arrangement into an immutable prophetic mandate, largely removing the 
flexibility required for traditional diplomacy. Furthermore, the revolutionary vector of 
Bolshevism introduced an ideological schism that effectively ended the possibility of a unified 
European solution to the diaspora's security, forcing a reliance on the Atlantic alliance that 
remains the primary axis of the 2026 conflict. 

11.2 Final Thoughts on Historical Trajectories 

The 2026 war with Iran and the closure of the Strait of Hormuz represent the terminal phase of 
the 1919 geopolitical experiment. The world is currently witnessing the collision of the Scofield-
inspired American commitment to the Levant and the revolutionary resistance to the post-
Ottoman settlement. The "six million" metric of 1919 serves as a haunting reminder that the 
scale of human suffering in the region has historically been the catalyst for the most radical 
shifts in global power. As the kinetic architecture of the modern era reaches its breaking point, 
the lineage of 1919 reveals a sobering truth: the maps drawn in the aftermath of the First World 
War were not merely administrative boundaries, but the blueprints for a century of total war. 
The resolution of the current crisis will require an acknowledgment that the vectors of 1919 
have exhausted their capacity to maintain order, necessitating a fundamental reimagining of the 
global geopolitical structure. 
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