
1 
 

Normalized Cruelty and Cosmic Certainty: Dehumanizing Rhetoric in the Israel-Palestine 
Conflict and the Cognitive Immunization of American Christian Zionism 

 

Douglas C. Youvan 

doug@youvan.com 

www.youvan.ai 

June 7, 2026 

 

In June 2026, a shocking red-carpet interaction at the Tribeca Film Festival went viral, capturing 
a casual, mocking exchange between a comedian and an influencer regarding the rape of 
Palestinian detainees. While mainstream cultural institutions quickly condemned the remarks, 
the incident exposed a deeper, structural crisis in contemporary geopolitical discourse: the 
normalization of extreme human suffering as a tool for online engagement and political 
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realities, transforming objective atrocities into necessary components of a divine timeline. By 
analyzing the intersection of digital media economies, state-sanctioned dehumanization, and 
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framework for understanding the resilience of totalizing political allegiances. 
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1. Introduction and Theoretical Framework 

1.1 The Convergence of Rhetoric, Ideology, and Geopolitics 

Language is the fundamental architecture through which geopolitical reality is constructed, 
sustained, and weaponized. In protracted asymmetric conflicts, violence is never merely kinetic; 
it is discursively prepared, legitimized, and normalized long before it manifests on the ground. 
The incident on the red carpet at the Tribeca Film Festival, where comedian Elon Gold joked 
about being raped by two Israeli dogs and influencer Lizzy Savetsky dismissed the comment by 
stating that they only rape Palestinians, offers a stark, unvarnished distillation of a broader 
structural pathology. This exchange did not occur in an ideological vacuum, nor was it merely a 
failure of personal decorum. Instead, it represents the precise intersection where systematic 
state violence, digital media economies, and transnational ideological alliances converge into a 
singular, highly visible cultural artifact. When a society’s cultural elite and its international 
defenders can treat systematic human rights violations, including documented sexual violence 
and torture within military detention facilities, as casual fodder for lighthearted promotional 
banter, a profound degradation of the collective moral landscape has taken place. This paper 
establishes a theoretical framework to examine how top-down geopolitical strategies 
materialize as bottom-up cultural products, exploring the intricate feedback loops between the 
state actors who orchestrate structural violence and the transnational ideological consumers 
who underwrite and validate it. 

1.2 Defining Cognitive Immunization in Political Theology 

Cognitive immunization refers to the complex psychological, rhetorical, and epistemic defense 
mechanisms that individuals and groups construct to completely shield their core belief 
structures from empirical refutation. When deployed within the realm of political theology, 
cognitive immunization operates on an absolute, cosmic scale. For American Christian Zionists, 
the modern state of Israel is not evaluated through the secular metrics of international 
humanitarian law, Westphalian state accountability, or universal human rights frameworks. 
Rather, it is viewed as a miraculous, theological entity whose existence and actions are 
inextricably bound to the fulfillment of biblical prophecy and end-times eschatology. 
Consequently, any empirical evidence that threatens the moral legitimacy of this state 
framework, such as structural apartheid, systematic land theft, or state-sanctioned sexual 
abuse, introduces a profound and destabilizing cognitive dissonance into the believer's 
consciousness. To survive, the ideological system must completely immunize itself against 
reality. It achieves this by reinterpreting structural atrocities as necessary, divine defense, 
dismissing secular legal bodies as inherently biased or corrupted, and transforming displays of 
moral degradation into a cosmic trial of faith. Within this immunized theological architecture, 
the suffering of the Palestinian population is not merely ignored; it is rendered epistemically 



5 
 

impossible to integrate, written out of the moral ledger entirely to protect a narrative of 
absolute spiritual exceptionalism. 

1.3 Scope and Objectives of the Study 

The primary objective of this study is to trace the trajectory of dehumanizing rhetoric from its 
origins in elite state discourse to its ultimate consumption, normalization, and rationalization 
within Western ideological enclaves, with a specific focus on American Christian Zionism. By 
deploying an interdisciplinary methodology that synthesizes political psychology, critical media 
studies, and political theology, this paper maps the structural immunity that insulates Western 
support bases from acknowledging their own complicity in systemic violence. The scope of this 
analysis is structured across twelve comprehensive sections. Following this introduction, the 
paper dissects the anatomy of the Tribeca red-carpet incident, situating the exchange within the 
broader political economy of short-form digital media that actively monetizes shock value, 
degradation, and cruelty. It then traces the linguistic lineage of this cultural degradation to the 
official statements of political and military leadership who utilize animalistic metaphors to 
authorize collective blame. The central portion of the paper investigates the theological 
infrastructure of American dispensationalism, analyzing the precise psychological defense 
mechanisms, such as individualizing systemic crimes and weaponizing external criticism as 
existential persecution, that maintain ideological cohesion. Finally, the study examines the 
emerging generational fractures within the evangelical community and evaluates the capacity of 
internal, faith-based counter-narratives to dismantle these rigid epistemic frameworks, 
concluding with a theoretical model for breaking the self-reinforcing cycles of rhetorical and 
structural violence. 

 

2. The Tribeca Incident: Dissecting the Anatomy of a Red-Carpet Soundbite 

2.1 The Event, the Actors, and the Verbatim Exchange 

The cultural manifestation of geopolitical desensitization found its most acute expression on the 
red carpet of the Tribeca Film Festival in June 2026. The setting itself is highly significant: a 
premier global cultural institution in New York City, designed to celebrate human storytelling, 
empathy, and artistic expression. It was within this environment of high-status cultural 
consumption that American comedian Elon Gold and digital influencer Lizzy Savetsky engaged in 
a brief, casual conversation while promoting the Israeli film Moishe Badhan (The Wedding 
Entertainer). Holding a compact, wireless microphone standard for short-form social media 
content, Gold initiated the exchange by framing the festival as a prestigious and significant 
milestone for Israeli cinema, stating that it was a really big deal for a film made in Israel, 
concluding that the achievement was pretty damn cool. 
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The dialogue shifted instantly from standard promotional marketing to shocking degradation 
when Gold remarked that he was only raped by two Israeli dogs. Savetsky, acting as the 
interviewer, immediately responded by attempting to correct or redirect the trajectory of the 
comment based on geopolitical alignments, asserting that they only rape Palestinians. Gold 
finalized the exchange by saying that no, he got also a dog. The entire interaction lasted less 
than fifteen seconds, delivered with the smiling, lighthearted cadence characteristic of red-
carpet banter. The verbatim text reveals a total absence of the solemnity or moral friction 
typically associated with the discussion of sexual violence and human rights abuses. Instead, the 
participants treated the subject matter as an edgy, low-stakes joke, signaling a profound 
detachment from the physical and psychological realities of the violence being described. 

2.2 Institutional Reactions and the Limits of Mainstream Condemnation 

The viral propagation of the clip across social media platforms triggered an immediate wave of 
public outrage, forcing institutional entities into a posture of damage control. The leadership of 
the Tribeca Film Festival issued a formal statement condemning the remarks, declaring them 
offensive and unacceptable, while asserting the universal principle that human suffering should 
never be mocked. Similarly, trade publications and international news outlets reported on the 
backlash, framing the incident as a catastrophic failure of judgment by individual actors on a 
public stage. While these institutional denunciations are necessary for maintaining the public-
facing moral boundaries of cultural organizations, they possess fundamental structural 
limitations that obscure the true nature of the problem. 

Institutional condemnation almost exclusively treats incidents of this nature as isolated 
breaches of etiquette or idiosyncratic lapses in personal decorum. By focusing entirely on the 
offensive nature of the speech and demanding individual accountability or apologies, 
mainstream institutions perform a ritual of moral cleansing that insulates the broader system 
from scrutiny. The language of corporate condemnation frames the behavior of Gold and 
Savetsky as an anomaly, thereby avoiding any uncomfortable examination of the broader 
political, cultural, and theological structures that made such an exchange conceivable in the first 
place. This superficial containment strategy ensures that while the specific individuals are 
chastised, the systemic frameworks of state-sanctioned violence and international complicity 
remain completely unchallenged and unexamined. 

2.3 The Mimetic Transmission of Systemic Violence into Satire 

To fully comprehend the Tribeca exchange, it must be analyzed through the lens of mimetic 
transmission, a process by which systemic, real-world violence filters downward through culture 
until it is replicated as trivialized satire. The jokes made by Gold and Savetsky did not emerge 
from a vacuum; they directly mirror and distort the harrowing, documented realities of 
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detention facilities such as Sde Teiman, where international human rights organizations and 
whistleblowers have detailed severe abuses, including the weaponization of guard dogs and 
systematic sexual assault against Palestinian detainees. Through mimetic transmission, these 
catastrophic state practices undergo a form of semantic drift as they cross the Atlantic and enter 
Western entertainment spaces. 

When severe human rights violations are stripped of their legal and moral gravity, they are 
transformed into aestheticized, dark humor designed to shock or to signal insider political 
awareness. This comedic normalization functions as a secondary layer of epistemic violence. By 
converting actual torture and degradation into a casual punchline on a red carpet, the speakers 
strip the victims of their humanity a second time, rendering their pain invisible, absurd, or 
fundamentally un-credible to a Western audience. The laughter and casual delivery act as an 
anesthetic, dulling the moral reflexes of the public and demonstrating how easily structural 
atrocities can be integrated into the background noise of contemporary pop culture. 

 

3. The Political Economy of Shock Value: How Social Media Incentivizes Degradation 

3.1 Algorithms of Outrage and the Monetization of Cruelty 

Modern digital capitalism operates on the exploitation of human attention, a commodity that is 
most efficiently captured through emotional contagion. Within the algorithmic architectures of 
platforms such as TikTok, Instagram Reels, and X (formerly Twitter), moral outrage, shock, and 
psychological transgression are the primary drivers of user engagement. The technical 
frameworks of these platforms do not possess moral or ethical filters; they are mathematically 
optimized to maximize watch time, comments, likes, and shares. Because polarizing and 
grotesque content consistently outperforms nuanced or empathetic discourse, public figures, 
influencers, and media commentators are structurally incentivized to adopt increasingly 
transgressive rhetorical postures. By treating severe human rights abuses, systematic violence, 
or profound human trauma with casual irreverence, content creators trigger a predictable 
feedback loop of public fury and defensive counter-outrage. This digital friction is directly 
monetized through platform advertising revenue, algorithmic amplification, and increased 
follower visibility, effectively transforming the trivialization of cruelty into a highly profitable 
digital asset class. 

3.2 The Collapse of Context in Short-Form Video Formats 

The rise of short-form video architectures has fundamentally altered the cognitive processing of 
geopolitical information. These micro-narratives, typically lasting between fifteen and sixty 
seconds, are designed for rapid, low-friction consumption, a format that structurally eliminates 
historical contextualization, systemic critique, and ethical reflection. When a highly complex, 
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deeply traumatic geopolitical conflict is forced into these narrow temporal constraints, it is 
violently flattened. The Tribeca red-carpet clip serves as an ideal case study for this 
phenomenon: it extracts the harrowing, deeply institutionalized realities of military detention 
camps and strips away the legal, moral, and human rights frameworks required to comprehend 
them. The consumer is not presented with the systemic documentation of abuse, the 
testimonies of victims, or the gravity of international humanitarian law. Instead, they are given a 
frictionless, highly aestheticized fragment of dialogue. This collapse of context ensures that the 
most severe forms of physical and psychological violence are consumed as immediate, low-
stakes entertainment, completely detached from the actual human bodies that endure the 
trauma. 

3.3 Desensitization and the Transformation of Atrocity into Digital Currency 

The continuous, high-velocity inundation of digital media has resulted in a profound 
desensitization of the global public sphere. When digital consumers are forced to navigate a 
seamless, unending scroll where graphic images of wartime violence, corporate advertising, 
personal lifestyle content, and systemic state abuses exist on the same visual and experiential 
plane, the capacity for sustained moral empathy becomes exhausted. In this state of collective 
psychological fatigue, real-world atrocities undergo a tragic semiotic transformation, evolving 
into abstract tokens of digital currency. Rather than being understood as catastrophic violations 
of human dignity, these events are weaponized to drive social media traffic, signal ideological 
compliance, or score superficial points in online cultural conflicts. When the systematic rape and 
torture of detainees are reduced to a witty, transgressive punchline on a red carpet, both the 
content creators and the viewing audience participate in a shared economy of detachment. The 
suffering of the subaltern is completely abstracted, rendering it merely another linguistic 
commodity to be traded, memed, and consumed within the digital marketplace. 

 

4. State-Sanctioned Dehumanization: From Leadership Rhetoric to Pop Culture 

4.1 The Functional Role of Animalistic Metaphors in State Discourse 

The degradation of language within popular culture is a direct downstream consequence of 
deliberate rhetorical strategies deployed at the highest levels of state leadership. When political 
and military figures systematically utilize animalistic metaphors to describe an adversary 
population, they are not merely engaging in hyperbolic wartime anger; they are performing a 
specific, functional administrative task. Animalistic language serves to alter the moral calculus of 
both the military apparatus and the civilian populace. By categorizing a population as human 
animals, leadership effectively removes them from the shared community of human obligation. 
This linguistic framework operates by exploiting deeply rooted psychological biases that 
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associate specific animals with filth, danger, or a lack of moral agency. Consequently, the 
conventional ethical constraints that govern warfare, such as the prohibition against targeting 
civilian infrastructure or the mandate to treat detainees humanely, are neutralized. The 
adversary is framed not as a human political opponent with whom peace might eventually be 
negotiated, but as an existential, biological threat that must be contained, eradicated, or 
subjugated through extraordinary means. This top-down semantic shifts the baseline of 
acceptable behavior, transforming systemic cruelty from a moral violation into a logical, 
necessary act of hygiene or self-defense. 

4.2 Legal Implications of Totalizing Language and Collective Blame 

From the perspective of international humanitarian law, the use of totalizing language by state 
officials carries profound legal significance. Codified frameworks, such as the Geneva 
Conventions and the Genocide Convention, rely entirely on the absolute legal distinction 
between combatants and non-combatants. When senior officials issue statements that 
systematically blur these distinctions, asserting that an entire civilian population shares 
collective responsibility for the actions of a militant group, they create a legal vacuum. This 
rhetoric of collective blame provides the operational justification for indiscriminate warfare, 
siege tactics, and the systematic denial of basic humanitarian necessities. International legal 
bodies have repeatedly noted that when leadership declares that there are no innocent civilians 
in a given territory, it acts as an explicit directive to subordinates on the ground, signaling that 
the laws of distinction and proportionality no longer apply. Furthermore, such public 
declarations serve as material evidence in international courts, illustrating intent to commit war 
crimes, crimes against humanity, or acts of genocide. By replacing precise legal categories with 
broad, totalizing indictments of an entire ethnic or national group, state rhetoric effectively 
dismantles the global consensus on human rights, setting a dangerous precedent where state 
survival is decoupled from any adherence to universal legal norms. 

4.3 The Trickle-Down Effect: Normalizing Atrocity in Civil Society 

Rhetoric generated by state leadership does not remain confined to government press rooms or 
military briefings; it filters downward through the media apparatus into the everyday 
consciousness of civil society. This trickle-down effect creates a pervasive cultural permission 
structure, wherein behaviors and statements that would normally be met with profound moral 
revulsion become integrated into the fabric of daily life. As dehumanizing metaphors are 
repeated across news broadcasts, talk shows, and digital platforms, the broader public 
internalizes the premise that the targeted population is fundamentally undeserving of empathy. 
This normalization manifests across various layers of civil society, from soldiers filming and 
sharing their own acts of vandalism and abuse on social media, to citizens actively blocking 
humanitarian aid convoys, and ultimately to cultural figures treating systematic sexual violence 
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as a casual punchline on a red carpet. The exchange at the Tribeca Film Festival is a pristine 
example of this cultural saturation. The speakers felt entirely comfortable joking about rape and 
military dogs because the broader political and cultural ecosystem had already pre-validated the 
total degradation of the victims. When state-sanctioned dehumanization successfully takes root 
in civil society, it immunizes the public against the reality of human suffering, ensuring that the 
most horrific violations of human dignity are met not with outrage, but with indifference, 
amusement, or defensive rationalization. 

 

5. The Theological Infrastructure of American Christian Zionism 

5.1 Dispensationalism and the Prophetic Necessity of the Nation-State 

To understand why a massive segment of the American population remains entirely unmoved 
by documented atrocities and the cultural degradation exemplified by the Tribeca incident, one 
must examine the foundational theology of Premillennial Dispensationalism. Developed in the 
nineteenth century and popularized through the Scofield Reference Bible, this theological 
framework posits that God operates through distinct eras, or dispensations, and maintains two 
separate covenants: one with the Christian Church and another with the literal, biological 
descendants of Abraham. Within this paradigm, the re-establishment of the geopolitical state of 
Israel is not viewed as a secular, historical event resulting from mid-twentieth-century 
colonialism and diplomacy. Instead, it is interpreted as the single most critical signpost on God’s 
prophetic clock, signaling the fast-approaching end of human history. Because the physical 
gathering of Jewish people in the Holy Land is seen as a mandatory theological prerequisite for 
the Tribulation, the Battle of Armageddon, and the physical return of Jesus Christ, the 
preservation and expansion of the Israeli state becomes an absolute, existential necessity for 
the believer. Consequently, the state is completely decoupled from standard metrics of political 
or moral accountability. Its survival is mandated by the divine will, meaning that any actions it 
takes to secure or expand its territory are seen as pre-ordained steps in a cosmic script that no 
human legal framework has the authority to judge. 

5.2 The Binary Worldview: Cosmic Warfare and Spiritual Exceptionalism 

Dispensationalist theology enforces an absolute, uncompromising binary framework upon the 
complex realities of Middle Eastern geopolitics. World events are viewed not through the lens of 
international law, historical grievances, or human rights, but as a literal manifestation of cosmic 
warfare between the forces of God and the forces of Satan. Within this dualistic structure, the 
modern state of Israel is granted a status of permanent spiritual exceptionalism. It is cast as the 
collective instrument of divine righteousness, while any opposing entity—whether it be 
international regulatory bodies like the United Nations, human rights organizations, or the 
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Palestinian population—is automatically categorized as an agent of demonic obstruction. This 
totalizing binary completely erases the possibility of recognizing universal human dignity. 
Palestinians are not viewed as individual human beings enduring statelessness, military 
occupation, or systemic abuse; instead, they are typified as modern-day Amalekites or 
Canaanites, spiritual impediments to the realization of God’s kingdom. When a population is 
entirely mythologized as a spiritual adversary, their physical suffering, their displacement, and 
even the systemic weaponization of sexual violence against them are rendered invisible. Cruelty 
is reinterpreted as divine judgment, and the casual, mocking celebration of that cruelty by 
Western defenders is seen as a sign of spiritual alignment with God’s chosen side. 

5.3 Political Lobbying and the Materialization of Theology in US Foreign Policy 

The theological infrastructure of American Christian Zionism is not merely an abstract system of 
belief; it is a highly organized, heavily funded political apparatus that directly shapes the foreign 
policy of the world’s lone superpower. Through massive lobbying organizations such as 
Christians United for Israel, which boasts millions of members, this demographic exerts 
unprecedented influence over the United States Congress and the executive branch. This 
mobilization represents the literal materialization of eschatological theology into billions of 
dollars of offensive military hardware, vetoes within the United Nations Security Council, and 
the systemic dismantling of international accountability mechanisms. For the Christian Zionist 
voting bloc, unconditional support for the military actions of the Israeli state is a non-negotiable 
test of religious fidelity, rooted in a literal interpretation of biblical passages warning that God 
will curse those who curse Israel. This creates an ironclad, structural impunity. American 
politicians, dependent on the financial and electoral power of this base, are incentivized to 
provide absolute, unquestioning diplomatic and material cover for state-sanctioned violence. 
The theological conviction of the voter thus directly finances and underwrites the physical 
machinery of occupation and detention, ensuring that the structural degradation witnessed on 
the global stage is continuously sustained by American tax dollars and political will. 

 

6. Cognitive Dissonance and the Mechanisms of Ideological Immunization 

6.1 The Psychology of Belief Preservation Under Empirical Threat 

Cognitive dissonance occurs when an individual is confronted with empirical evidence that 
fundamentally contradicts their core belief systems, values, or identity. In the context of 
American Christian Zionism, encountering graphic evidence or casual dismissals of severe 
human rights abuses—such as the systemic torture and sexual assault of detainees—creates an 
acute psychological crisis. Because their theological identity is explicitly anchored to the 
absolute moral purity and prophetic destiny of the nation-state, acknowledging these atrocities 
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would require a catastrophic unraveling of their entire worldview. To prevent this psychological 
collapse, the human mind activates powerful defense mechanisms designed to preserve the 
existing belief structure at all costs. In this state, empirical reality is not treated as an objective 
truth to be analyzed, but as an existential threat to be neutralized. The brain prioritizes 
psychological comfort and group belonging over factual accuracy, leading to an active, 
subconscious restructuring of the evidence to ensure that the core narrative remains pristine 
and undisturbed. 

6.2 Defensive Filtering: Sorting Truth from Ideological Incongruity 

The operationalization of belief preservation relies heavily on defensive filtering, a cognitive 
process where incoming information is heavily scrutinized, distorted, or discarded based on its 
ideological alignment. When exposed to an event like the Tribeca red-carpet exchange, the 
immunized mind instantly categorizes the jarring content through a series of pre-established 
interpretative templates. If the behavior is too grotesque to defend openly, it is filtered out as 
an irrelevant anomaly perpetrated by secular, degenerate cultural figures who do not reflect the 
true spiritual core of the nation. Alternatively, the backfire effect may occur, where the 
presentation of undeniable evidence of cruelty actually causes the ideologue to deepen their 
commitment to the original belief, viewing the widespread public condemnation as an unfair, 
coordinated attack. Through motivated reasoning, facts are inverted; testimonies of victims are 
recast as sophisticated psychological operations, and documented instances of state-sanctioned 
violence are minimized as unfortunate but isolated incidents of overzealous self-defense, 
effectively preventing the reality of systemic injustice from ever penetrating the consciousness. 

6.3 The Rejection of Secular Human Rights Frameworks 

A crucial component of this cognitive immunization is the total epistemic rejection of secular 
human rights frameworks. For the Christian Zionist, international bodies such as the United 
Nations, the International Criminal Court, and independent monitoring organizations like 
Amnesty International are not neutral arbiters of global justice. Instead, they are viewed 
through a theological lens as inherently corrupt, spiritually blind, or actively hostile to the divine 
plan. Because these secular institutions utilize universal standards of human dignity that do not 
recognize theological exceptionalism, their legal rulings and investigative reports are dismissed a 
priori as politically motivated propaganda. By delegitimizing the global legal architecture, the 
ideological enclave frees itself from the burden of engaging with empirical evidence of war 
crimes or systemic degradation. Human rights abuses are effectively disqualified from 
consideration because the entities reporting them are deemed spiritually illegitimate, allowing 
the believer to maintain absolute moral certainty while remaining entirely insulated from the 
universal ethical demands of international humanitarian law. 
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7. The "Bad Apple" and "Persecution" Narratives: Deflecting Institutional Accountability 

7.1 Individualizing Systemic Crises to Protect the Institutional Core 

When structural violence is exposed to the public eye, dominant institutions and their 
ideological defenders routinely deploy the bad apple narrative as a primary mechanism of 
containment. This rhetorical strategy functions by intentionally decoupling a specific atrocity or 
transgressive statement from the systemic infrastructure that enabled, funded, and protected it. 
In the context of documented torture, systematic dehumanization, and sexual violence within 
military apparatuses, any public exposure—such as the casual red-carpet assertion that they 
only rape Palestinians—is quickly repositioned by defenders as an isolated, individual moral 
failing rather than a reflection of an institutional norm. By restricting the scope of the 
transgression to rogue actors, sadists, or unhinged public commentators, the overarching state 
apparatus and its international allies can perform a public ritual of condemnation. This ritual 
satisfies the immediate public demand for moral accountability by sacrificing peripheral cultural 
agents or low-level perpetrators, thereby preserving the illusion that the broader legal, military, 
and political systems remain fundamentally just, humane, and untainted by the very cruelties 
they systematically produce. 

7.2 Weaponizing External Backlash as Evidence of Existential Persecution 

A highly effective mechanism of ideological immunization is the immediate transfiguration of 
external moral critique into evidence of existential persecution. When mainstream international 
institutions, human rights organizations, or global media networks express profound outrage 
over structural violence or the casual mockery of human suffering, the defensive response from 
the ideological enclave is rarely self-reflection. Instead, the global backlash itself is weaponized 
to reinforce an internal narrative of victimhood. For American Christian Zionists, external 
condemnation is viewed through a deeply ingrained theological lens of eternal, historical 
enmity. The widespread condemnation of a red-carpet interaction or a military atrocity is not 
interpreted as a legitimate ethical response to human suffering, but as confirmation of a 
coordinated, malicious campaign orchestrated by a hostile, secular world against the divine 
plan. By shifting the focus away from the material facts of the abuse and onto the alleged bias 
of the critics, the ideological group transforms a moment of institutional exposure into a rally 
for tribal solidarity. The critique is neutralized by being categorized as a manifestation of 
spiritual warfare, which ultimately strengthens the absolute certainty of the believers and 
renders external accountability entirely impotent. 

7.3 The Inversion of Accountability: Victimhood as a Defensive Shield 

The final layer of this defensive architecture is the total inversion of accountability, a 
psychological and rhetorical maneuver where the structural perpetrator permanently adopts 



14 
 

the mantle of the victim. Within this framework, historical trauma and existential vulnerability 
are deployed as an absolute defensive shield, rendering the state and its ideological defenders 
immune to contemporary moral or legal judgment. Any act of aggression, systematic 
subjugation, or state-sanctioned cruelty is automatically retrofitted as a defensive necessity, a 
pre-emptive measure required to ensure survival against an omnipresent threat. When 
confronted with the horrific realities of structural violence, the inversion mechanism shifts the 
ethical burden away from the actual victims of the abuse and onto the perpetrator's existential 
anxieties. The demand for universal human rights and legal accountability is reframed as an 
attack on the perpetrator’s safety. Consequently, the casual, mocking dismissal of atrocities—
such as the normalization of rape as a targeted political weapon—is absorbed into the broader 
logic of survival. The actual victims of systemic violence are erased from the moral equation 
entirely, their suffering invalidated because the perpetrator's self-constructed narrative of 
perpetual victimhood leaves no room for the humanity of the other. 

 

8. Complicity and the Erasure of the Other: The Ethics of Unconditional Support 

8.1 The Erasure of Palestinian Subjectivity and Moral Worth 

The maintenance of unconditional ideological support for a state engaged in systemic violence 
requires the complete ontological erasure of the victimized population. For a transnational 
support base to look directly at structural atrocities without experiencing moral collapse, the 
target population must be thoroughly stripped of human subjectivity and moral worth. The 
interaction at the Tribeca Film Festival provides a pristine distillation of this erasure in its most 
casual, normalized form. When the interviewer confidently asserts that they only rape 
Palestinians, the statement functions as a declaration of absolute moral exclusion. It implies 
that within the prevailing ideological hierarchy, sexual violence, torture, and degradation do not 
constitute true moral transgressions when inflicted upon a Palestinian body. The Palestinian is 
rendered an illegitimate victim, someone whose physical and psychological suffering exists 
outside the boundaries of human empathy and international legal protection. This rhetorical 
deletion transforms an entire ethnic and national group into a monolithic mass of bare life, a 
category of beings who can be violated with total impunity because they have already been 
stripped of their status as human subjects in the minds of the perpetrators and their 
international enclaves. 

8.2 Moral Outsourcing: Distancing the Self from Material Consequences 

Unconditional external support for state-sanctioned cruelty relies heavily on the psychological 
mechanism of moral outsourcing. American Christian Zionists, operating from positions of 
immense geographic, social, and economic safety, are able to underwrite, finance, and 
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politically protect systems of structural violence while completely insulating themselves from 
the material consequences of those policies. This distance allows for a clean complicity, wherein 
the Western observer retains a sense of personal moral and spiritual purity while 
simultaneously enabling the physical machinery of occupation, indefinite military detention, 
and systematic abuse. The blood, the torture, and the horrific realities of detention camps like 
Sde Teiman are abstracted into high-level geopolitical strategies or unavoidable defensive 
measures. By outsourcing the actual execution of violence to a foreign state apparatus, the 
domestic ideological consumer avoids the moral stain of the atrocity. They can consume 
aestheticized red-carpet media and celebrate political alliances, safe in the knowledge that the 
visceral, shattering reality of the violence they endorse will never disrupt the tranquility of their 
own suburban, faith-based enclaves. 

8.3 The Ethical Blind Spots of Instrumentalizing a Population for Prophecy 

The most profound ethical failure of Christian Zionist ideology lies in its total instrumentalization 
of human populations to serve an eschatological timeline. Within the framework of 
dispensational theology, the entire population of the Middle East is reduced to mere props or 
obstacles on a divinely mandated stage designed to trigger the end of human history. This 
cosmic utilitarianism creates an insurmountable ethical blind spot. When the ultimate goal of an 
ideology is the literal destruction of the current global order and the physical return of Christ, 
the contemporary human rights, self-determination, and bodily integrity of millions of living 
human beings are rendered entirely trivial. The immediate suffering of the Palestinian people is 
written off as necessary collateral damage in the unfolding of a divine script. This theological 
instrumentalization completely overrides the universal ethical demands of the Christian gospel, 
replacing radical empathy and love for the marginalized with a cold, deterministic calculation. 
The casual brutality of the red-carpet jokes is a direct cultural byproduct of this cosmic 
devaluation; when a population has already been structurally condemned by a theology to 
serve as fuel for an apocalyptic fire, treating their real-world rape and degradation as a 
lighthearted joke becomes entirely permissible. 

 

9. The Echo Chamber Phenomenon: Curated Realities in the Digital Age 

9.1 Epistemic Bubbles and the Segregation of Information Ecosystems 

The modern communication landscape is characterized by deep fragmentation, where 
algorithmic architectures and psychological biases combine to create self-reinforcing epistemic 
bubbles. These bubbles do not merely filter out dissenting viewpoints; they actively alter the 
standard of proof required to accept or reject new information. Within the segregated 
information ecosystems inhabited by American Christian Zionists, individuals are systematically 



16 
 

insulated from any media that presents the harsh realities of military occupation or the 
testimonies of human rights abuses. The architectural segregation of the internet ensures that a 
viral clip from the Tribeca Film Festival, or comprehensive legal findings regarding systematic 
detention camp abuses, rarely crosses the digital threshold into these closed communities. If 
such content does manage to breach the perimeter, it is instantly recognized as an alien and 
hostile artifact, rather than an empirical fact to be analyzed. By controlling the flow of 
information and rendering alternative perspectives entirely invisible, these echo chambers 
create a curated reality where the systemic degradation of the other is completely omitted, 
allowing the community to maintain a state of unblemished moral innocence. 

9.2 The Role of Faith-Based Media in Constructing Alternative Realities 

Specialized faith-based media networks, televangelism programs, prophetic newsletters, and 
digital platforms play an indispensable role in constructing and maintaining this alternative 
reality. These outlets do not operate under the journalistic conventions of objectivity, 
verification, or secular ethical responsibility. Instead, they function as narrative cartels that 
explicitly filter all global events through a pre-determined dispensationalist lens. When 
reporting on the Middle East, faith-based media systematically replaces geopolitical analysis 
with prophetic commentary. Documented atrocities, military incursions, and systemic human 
rights violations are either entirely suppressed or reframed as the righteous defense of a holy 
nation overcoming demonic aggression. By presenting highly curated, sanitized, and deeply 
mythologized depictions of the region, these media networks ensure that their audience never 
encounters the visceral, human cost of their political allegiances. The casual cruelty witnessed 
on secular red carpets—such as the explicit dismissal that they only rape Palestinians—is the 
natural cultural product of this media environment, which has spent decades teaching its 
consumers that Palestinian suffering is a theological irrelevance, a fabricated narrative, or a 
divine necessity. 

9.3 The Failure of Empirical Evidence Against Narrative Cartels 

The ultimate strength of a well-constructed ideological echo chamber lies in its total immunity 
to empirical evidence. In a healthy democratic discourse, the introduction of undeniable 
physical proof, expert testimony, or institutional verification is expected to adjust public 
perception and enforce political accountability. However, when confronting a narrative cartel 
fortified by theological absolute certainty, empirical evidence suffers a catastrophic failure. 
Because the ideological infrastructure has pre-emptively labeled all secular human rights 
organizations, international legal bodies, and mainstream journalism networks as agents of a 
coordinated deception, any evidence they produce is automatically disqualified. Graphic video 
documentation, testimonies from victims of state-sanctioned sexual violence, and official 
institutional condemnations do not shatter the illusion; instead, they are consumed as proof of 
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the world's hostility toward the divine plan. The more damning and irrefutable the evidence 
becomes, the more aggressively the immunized mind relies on its defensive architecture, 
transforming concrete facts into spiritual trials. This complete epistemic closure ensures that no 
amount of empirical documentation can force a realization of complicity, leaving the Western 
ideological enclave permanently insulated against the moral demands of external reality. 

 

10. Generational Fractures: The Evolving Landscape of Evangelical Belief 

10.1 The Youth Exodus: Prioritizing Social Justice Over Prophetic Mandates 

The uniform political and theological block that American Christian Zionism has historically 
enjoyed is experiencing a profound internal crisis driven by a widening generational divide. 
While older evangelicals remain firmly anchored in premillennial dispensationalism and its 
resultant demands for unconditional political allegiance to Israel, younger generations are 
systematically defecting from this paradigm. This youth exodus is characterized by a 
fundamental shift in values, where the cosmic, end-times scripts that once dictated evangelical 
political engagement are being rejected in favor of a gospel centered on social justice, ethics, 
and universal human dignity. When confronted with the stark, unvarnished realities of structural 
violence or the casual dehumanization broadcast from international red carpets—such as the 
flippant, mocking rhetoric surrounding the systemic rape of Palestinian detainees—younger 
believers do not utilize the defensive filtering mechanisms of their predecessors. Instead, they 
react with immediate moral revulsion. This generational transformation is dismantling the 
epistemic insulation of the evangelical church, as younger Christians refuse to outsource their 
ethical frameworks to a state apparatus or validate human suffering as a necessary prerequisite 
for a divine timeline. 

10.2 The Intersection of Human Rights Discourse and Modern Youth Theology 

This ideological transformation is deeply rooted in the intersection of universal human rights 
discourse and a reconstructed modern youth theology. Unlike the older generation, which 
viewed secular humanitarian institutions and international legal frameworks as spiritually blind 
or actively adversarial to the divine plan, younger evangelicals are actively synthesizing these 
secular standards with their understanding of Christian ethics. They increasingly interpret the 
teachings of Jesus through the lens of liberation, marginalization, and the defense of the 
oppressed, directly challenging the binary, totalizing frameworks of cosmic warfare that 
previously erased Palestinian humanity. Within this evolved theological architecture, the 
Palestinian person is no longer a mythological placeholder or a prophetic obstacle; they are 
recognized as an individual possessing inherent, unerasable divine worth. Consequently, 
documented instances of state-sanctioned abuse, administrative torture, and the casual, 
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mocking degradation normalized by cultural elite figures are identified not as holy defense, but 
as severe systemic sins that directly violate the imago Dei. 

10.3 The Future of American Political Support Realignment 

The long-term geopolitical consequence of this generational fracture is an inevitable and 
structural realignment of American foreign policy. For decades, the political power of Christian 
Zionist lobbying organizations has relied on the absolute, unquestioning mobilization of a 
massive, monolithic evangelical voting base to compel American politicians to provide 
unconditional material and diplomatic cover for Israel. As the older, entrenched generation 
loses institutional dominance, these lobbying networks face an existential recruitment and 
retention crisis. The loss of the younger demographic fractures the electoral consensus that has 
historically underwritten billions of dollars in offensive military hardware and insulated 
structural atrocities from international accountability. While the institutional inertia of 
Washington foreign policy will prevent an immediate collapse of support, the shifting moral and 
theological priorities of the evangelical base signal a fraying of the consensus. Future American 
administrations will be forced to operate within a domestic political landscape where 
unconditional support for systematic violence is no longer a guaranteed vote-winner, 
fundamentally eroding the ironclad impunity that has traditionally allowed structural cruelty to 
be executed with American complicity. 

 

11. Counter-Narratives and the Power of Shared Humanization 

11.1 Subverting the Armor: The Impact of Internal Faith-Based Critiques 

To dismantle a highly immunized ideological structure, external critique is fundamentally 
insufficient. Because American Christian Zionism is built upon a self-reinforcing epistemic 
bubble that automatically categorizes secular human rights reports and mainstream journalistic 
investigations as hostile, politically motivated propaganda, true disruption must originate from 
within the theological enclave itself. Internal faith-based critiques possess a unique capacity to 
bypass the psychological immune system of the believer. When pastors, theologians, and 
respected leaders from within the evangelical community begin to question the scriptural 
validity of unconditional political alignment with a modern nation-state, the traditional binary 
framework of spiritual warfare collapses. These internal critics speak the same linguistic and 
theological language as their audience, utilizing biblical hermeneutics to expose the moral 
contradictions inherent in underwriting systemic violence. By reframing the conversation 
around the core ethical demands of the Christian gospel—such as justice, peace, and absolute 
accountability—internal critiques strip away the prophetic armor that protects state-sanctioned 
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cruelty, forcing believers to confront the severe moral friction between their religious values 
and the real-world atrocities they actively finance and defend. 

11.2 The Role of Palestinian Christian Testimony in Shifting Western Perspectives 

One of the most potent disruptions to the binary worldview of dispensationalism is the direct 
testimony of Palestinian Christians. Within the simplified cosmic narrative propagated by faith-
based media networks, the conflict is frequently cast as a dualistic struggle between Judeo-
Christian values and an Islamic adversary. The mere existence of a living, indigenous Palestinian 
Christian community completely shatters this artificial, totalizing dichotomy. When American 
evangelicals are confronted with the raw, personal stories of fellow Christians who endure 
administrative detention, land confiscation, systemic degradation, and the daily humiliation of 
military occupation, their ideological defense mechanisms suffer a profound systemic shock. 
The Palestinian Christian cannot be easily dismissed as a radical militant or an abstract 
theological placeholder in an end-times script; they are recognized as brothers and sisters in the 
faith, sharing the same spiritual lineage. This identification forces a radical reconfiguration of 
the believer's moral mapping. The casual, red-carpet normalization of state-sanctioned 
violence—such as the flippant claim that they only rape Palestinians—loses its narrative utility 
when the target of that violence is recognized as part of the global body of Christ, effectively 
piercing the ideological veil and exposing the immense human cost of unconditional political 
complicity. 

11.3 From Abstract Geopolitics to Radical Relational Empathy 

The ultimate subversion of normalized cruelty requires a cognitive and emotional transition 
from abstract geopolitics to radical relational empathy. As long as the Israel-Palestine conflict is 
consumed through the distorting lenses of short-form digital media, algorithmic outrage, and 
cosmic eschatology, human suffering remains an abstracted token of digital or spiritual currency. 
Real-world torture, sexual violence, and systemic humiliation are easily transformed into 
lighthearted red-carpet soundbites because the victims are treated as disembodied, 
mythological abstractions. Radical relational empathy forces a re-embodiment of the conflict. By 
centering the concrete, unfiltered narratives of individual human beings—their names, their 
faces, their psychological trauma, and their shattered families—counter-narratives drag the 
observer out of the safety of their theological and digital fortresses. This process replaces cold, 
deterministic calculations about prophetic timelines with the visceral, unavoidable demands of 
human solidarity. When the suffering of the subaltern is rendered undeniable, the permission 
structures that allow civil society and its international enclaves to treat horrific violations of 
human dignity with indifference or casual amusement are permanently dismantled, opening a 
path toward genuine ethical accountability and structural transformation. 
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12. Conclusion: Breaking the Cycles of Rhetorical and Structural Violence 

12.1 Summary of Key Findings and Structural Links 

This study has traced the complex, self-reinforcing trajectory of dehumanizing rhetoric as it 
moves from elite geopolitical statecraft down to casual pop-culture consumption and across 
transnational ideological networks. The red-carpet exchange at the Tribeca Film Festival, 
punctuated by the chillingly casual assertion that they only rape Palestinians, serves as a 
microscopic diagnostic tool for a global epistemic disease. This interaction cannot be dismissed 
as a mere failure of personal sensitivity; it is the direct material consequence of a linguistic and 
political ecosystem that has spent decades stripping an entire population of its basic human 
status. By connecting top-down state directives that employ animalistic metaphors with the 
algorithmic architectures of digital media that actively profit from shock value and outrage, this 
paper has demonstrated how systemic human rights abuses are successfully transformed into 
disposable, low-stakes entertainment. Crucially, the investigation into American Christian 
Zionism reveals the ultimate destination of this normalized cruelty. Bound by a totalizing end-
times theology, this demographic utilizes highly sophisticated cognitive immunization 
mechanisms to completely filter out empirical evidence of state-sanctioned violence. Through 
the strategic use of defensive filtering, the individualization of systemic crimes, and the 
permanent weaponization of historical victimhood, Western ideological enclaves successfully 
insulate themselves from acknowledging their own deep material and moral complicity in 
catastrophic human suffering. 

12.2 Theoretical Contributions to Political Psychology and Sociology 

By synthesizing political psychology, sociology, critical media theory, and political theology, this 
paper offers several vital contributions to the understanding of contemporary ideological 
conflicts. First, it advances the theory of cognitive immunization by demonstrating its operations 
not merely as an intellectual defense of abstract dogma, but as an existential shield designed to 
protect a transnational political identity from the psychological trauma of empirical refutation. 
Second, this study reframes the sociological understanding of how systemic violence is 
reproduced in civil society through the concept of mimetic transmission. It illustrates that when 
a state apparatus normalizes the total degradation of a population, that dehumanization is 
inevitably adopted by cultural elites and media influencers, who strip the victims of their agency 
a second time by converting actual physical and psychological torture into aestheticized satire. 
Finally, this work offers a critical intervention into the study of digital media economics, 
mapping the precise ways in which the algorithms of short-form video platforms exploit the 
erosion of context and human empathy to transform severe violations of international 
humanitarian law into highly lucrative digital currency, thereby acting as a primary accelerator 
of global desensitization. 
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12.3 A Call for Intellectual and Moral Re-evaluation 

The persistence of normalized cruelty and cosmic exceptionalism demands a radical, systematic 
re-evaluation of how international communities, academic institutions, and religious bodies 
engage with protracted geopolitical asymmetric conflicts. The traditional reliance on secular 
human rights frameworks and empirical data collection, while legally indispensable, has proven 
fundamentally incapable of penetrating the fortified epistemic armor of populations immunized 
by apocalyptic theology. Breaking these self-reinforcing cycles of rhetorical and structural 
violence requires an intentional shift in strategy. Intellectual and moral intervention must 
prioritize exposing and supporting the internal generational fractures currently destabilizing 
traditional power structures, particularly the youth exodus within the evangelical church away 
from dispensationalist mandates. Furthermore, the systematic elevation of internal faith-based 
critiques and the unfiltered, relational testimonies of indigenous Palestinian communities must 
be understood as critical tools for piercing the veil of tribal solidarity. Only by forcing a transition 
from abstract geopolitical and theological calculations to the undeniable, visceral reality of 
universal human dignity can international support bases be compelled to confront their 
complicity, ultimately dismantling the permission structures that allow horrific human suffering 
to be treated as a casual red-carpet punchline. 
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