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The 2026 Iran War stands as a watershed moment not merely in military history, but in the 
history of religious influence on statecraft. For over a century, the Scofield Reference Bible acted 
as a silent architect for American evangelical perceptions of the Middle East, transforming 
ancient apocalyptic literature into a contemporary tactical manual. This paper explores the 
provocative thesis that without the widespread adoption of Scofield’s dispensationalist 
framework, the ideological and popular support for the current conflict—characterized by the 
rhetoric of Armageddon and prophetic inevitability—would have lacked the necessary 
momentum to manifest as Operation Epic Fury. By examining the formal rejection of these 
doctrines by the Episcopal Church and other global ecclesiastical bodies, we can trace a 
deepening rift between historic Christian orthodoxy and a politicized eschatology that has come 
to define 21st-century warfare. As the Strait of Hormuz remains contested and the shadow of 
nuclear escalation looms over Tehran, understanding the Scofield Script is no longer an exercise 
in theology; it is a requirement for survival. This analysis deconstructs the mechanisms by which 
a 19th-century interpretive novelty became the justification for a 21st-century catastrophe. 
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1. Introduction: The Theological Blueprint of Modern Conflict 

As the smoke rises over Tehran on this twenty-seventh day of March, 2026, the global 
community remains transfixed by the sheer speed and devastation of Operation Epic Fury. To 
the casual observer, the conflict is a predictable explosion of long-simmering tensions regarding 
nuclear proliferation, regional hegemony, and the security of the Strait of Hormuz. However, to 
the historian of ideas and the theologian of geopolitics, the missiles launched and the borders 
breached are merely the physical manifestation of a script written over a century ago. The 2026 
Iran War is not simply a failure of modern diplomacy; it is the ultimate fulfillment of a specific, 
radical, and highly influential theological framework popularized by Cyrus I. Scofield. This paper 
operates on the foundational premise that without the internal logic provided by the Scofield 
Reference Bible, the popular and political support required to sustain such a massive military 
undertaking in the Middle East would never have materialized. We are witnessing a war that 
was pre-authorized in the pews of American fundamentalism long before it was authorized in 
the halls of Congress. 

1.1 The Kinetic Reality of 2026 

The current military situation provides the essential backdrop for this analysis. With the Strait of 
Hormuz effectively closed and Iran attempting to bypass the global financial system through a 
yuan-based tolling mechanism, the world is facing an energy crisis unparalleled in the modern 
era. Yet, the rhetoric surrounding these events remains oddly detached from traditional national 
interest. Among a significant segment of the American voting public and within certain high-
level military circles, the destruction of Iranian infrastructure and the death of Supreme Leader 
Ali Khamenei are not viewed as tragic necessities of war, but as chronological milestones in a 
divine countdown. This "prophetic inevitability" is the direct legacy of Scofield’s work, which 
taught generations of believers to view the modern state of Israel as the center of the universe 
and the surrounding nations as mere stage props for the Battle of Armageddon. By transforming 
complex international relations into a binary struggle between light and darkness, Scofieldian 
dispensationalism has removed the traditional guardrails of "just war" theory and replaced 
them with a "must war" theology. 

1.2 The Scofield Paradigm and the Invention of the Future 

Cyrus I. Scofield’s 1909 Reference Bible did something revolutionary: it placed a comprehensive 
system of interpretive notes directly alongside the biblical text, effectively merging his personal 
commentary with the Word of God in the minds of the lay reader. This system, known as 
dispensationalism, divided human history into distinct eras or dispensations, each with its own 
set of rules for how God interacts with humanity. Crucially, Scofield’s system insisted that the 
physical nation-state of Israel remained the primary focus of God’s future plans, separate and 
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distinct from the Christian Church. This "two-peoples" theory created a theological imperative 
for Western Christians to support the military and political expansion of Israel at all costs, as any 
move toward a negotiated peace in the region was seen as an attempt to delay the return of 
Christ. In the context of 2026, this means that every escalatory strike on Isfahan or Mashhad is 
interpreted not as a potential humanitarian catastrophe, but as a signal that the "Age of Grace" 
is drawing to its predestined close. 

1.3 The Ecclesiastical Divide: Orthodoxy versus Apocalypse 

The rejection of this framework by the Episcopal Church and other historic bodies marks one of 
the most significant internal Christian schisms of the 21st century. As the Episcopal General 
Convention and the wider Anglican Communion have moved to formally condemn Christian 
Zionism and Scofieldian thought, they have highlighted the dangerous drift between traditional 
Christian orthodoxy and this 19th-century novelty. While the Episcopal Church advocates for a 
"Covenant Theology" that emphasizes peace, reconciliation, and the spiritual nature of God’s 
kingdom, the Scofield-influenced fundamentalist movement has embraced a "blood and soil" 
eschatology that demands the total defeat of Iran as a theological necessity. This paper will 
demonstrate that this rift is not merely academic; it is the defining ideological battle of the 2026 
Iran War. One side views the Middle East through the lens of the Beatitudes and the pursuit of 
justice, while the other views it through the lens of Scofield’s notes on the Book of Ezekiel. 

1.4 Thesis and Methodology 

The central argument of this work is that the 2026 Iran War is a "theological war" by proxy. By 
deconstructing the Scofield Reference Bible, we can see how its unique blend of apocalypticism 
and American exceptionalism created a vacuum where diplomacy could not survive. We will 
explore how Scofield’s personal history—a narrative of professional failure and reinvention—
mirrors the way his theology allows for the reinvention of history itself. This paper will move 
from the historical origins of dispensationalism to its modern application in the Pentagon, 
eventually concluding with the ethical and humanitarian implications of allowing a 117-year-old 
Bible commentary to dictate the foreign policy of a nuclear superpower. In doing so, we aim to 
provide a roadmap for a post-Scofield peace, arguing that the only way to end the cycle of "holy 
war" in the Middle East is to first de-sacralize the maps drawn by Cyrus I. Scofield. 

 

2. The Scofield Legacy: Origin and Proliferation of a New Orthodoxy 

2.1 The Man Behind the Marginalia: Cyrus I. Scofield’s Personal Reinvention 

The emergence of the Scofield Reference Bible cannot be understood without examining the 
enigmatic and often troubled life of its namesake. Cyrus Ingerson Scofield was not a trained 
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theologian or a scholar of ancient languages. He was a Confederate veteran, a lawyer, and a 
politician who fled a series of legal and personal scandals, including allegations of forgery and 
the abandonment of his wife and children. His conversion to Christianity in 1879 marked the 
beginning of a profound transformation, but it was his encounter with the teachings of John 
Nelson Darby, the father of Plymouth Brethren dispensationalism, that gave his life a new 
architecture. Scofield took Darby’s complex, academic system and simplified it for the American 
masses. He was a master of synthesis, a man who understood that in the rapidly industrializing 
United States, people were hungry for a clear, structured way to make sense of a chaotic world. 
By reinventing himself as a biblical authority, Scofield mirrored the very theology he 
promoted—one that allowed for a clean break with the past and the sudden arrival of a new, 
predestined future. 

2.2 The Oxford University Press Connection: Creating an Aura of Authority 

One of the most significant factors in the proliferation of Scofield’s work was the decision by 
Oxford University Press to publish his annotated Bible in 1909. At the time, Oxford was the most 
prestigious publisher of Bibles in the world, associated with the highest standards of scholarship 
and Anglican tradition. By securing this imprint, Scofield’s notes gained an immediate, unearned 
credibility. To the average reader, the distinction between the divinely inspired text and 
Scofield’s human commentary became blurred. The visual layout of the page, where the notes 
were interspersed directly with the scripture, suggested that the two were inseparable parts of 
a single revelation. This branding masterstroke bypassed the normal peer-review process of the 
global church, effectively "hacking" the authority of the King James Version to deliver a 19th-
century American political ideology. In the 2026 context, critics point to this moment as the 
"original sin" of modern fundamentalism, where a prestigious brand was used to Trojan-horse a 
radical eschatology into the heart of Western Christianity. 

2.3 The Bible Institute Movement and the Democratization of Prophecy 

The rapid spread of Scofield’s theology was further propelled by the rise of Bible institutes, most 
notably the Moody Bible Institute and the Dallas Theological Seminary. These institutions 
prioritized practical ministry over classical seminary education, and the Scofield Reference Bible 
became their primary textbook. It provided a "turnkey" theology that allowed pastors and 
laypeople alike to feel they had mastered the deepest mysteries of the universe without 
needing to learn Greek, Hebrew, or church history. This democratization of prophecy created a 
new class of "expert" who could map the headlines of the day directly onto the visions of Daniel 
and Revelation. By the mid-20th century, Scofieldism had become the default software for the 
majority of American independent churches. This grassroots saturation ensured that when the 
2026 crisis began, millions of people were already conditioned to see the conflict through 
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Scofield’s specific, predetermined lenses rather than through the lens of modern international 
law or traditional Christian ethics. 

2.4 From Marginalia to Dogma: The Transformation of American Evangelicalism 

By the time of the 1917 revision, the Scofield Reference Bible had ceased to be a mere study 
tool and had become a foundational document for a new kind of American evangelicalism. It 
shifted the focus of the faith from the "social gospel" and the ethical teachings of the Sermon 
on the Mount toward an obsessive focus on the future and the "any-moment" return of Christ. 
This theological shift had profound political consequences. If the world was destined to end in 
fire, and if the restoration of a physical state of Israel was the essential precursor to that end, 
then traditional diplomacy was not only futile but potentially sinful. This logic hardened into a 
dogma that equated support for the most hawkish elements of Israeli policy with obedience to 
God. In the lead-up to Operation Epic Fury, this dogma functioned as an ideological immune 
system, rejecting any calls for de-escalation as "signs of the apostasy" predicted by Scofield. The 
proliferation of this orthodoxy transformed the Bible from a book of peace into a manual for the 
inevitability of total war. 

 

3. The Mechanics of Dispensationalism: Biblical Interpretation as Geopolitical Roadmap 

3.1 The Seven Dispensations: Categorizing Time and Responsibility 

The internal engine of Scofield’s theology is the division of human history into seven distinct 
stages, or dispensations. Each period represents a specific test of human obedience to a 
particular revelation of God's will. According to Scofield, we are currently living in the sixth 
dispensation, the Age of Grace, which is an era characterized by the gathering of the Church. 
However, the critical mechanical component of this system is that each dispensation ends in 
human failure and divine judgment. This creates a psychological framework where progress, 
peace, and international cooperation are viewed not as goals to be achieved, but as 
impossibilities to be endured until the inevitable collapse. In the context of the 2026 Iran War, 
this means that followers of Scofield’s notes do not look for a diplomatic "off-ramp." Instead, 
they interpret the escalation of hostilities as the necessary catastrophic conclusion to the 
current age, making the destruction of the old order a prerequisite for the arrival of the seventh 
dispensation, the Millennial Kingdom. 

3.2 The Doctrine of the Parenthesis Church: Why Diplomacy is Paused 

One of Scofield’s most controversial and impactful "mechanics" is the idea that the Christian 
Church is a parenthesis in God’s primary dealings with the nation of Israel. He taught that the 
prophetic clock stopped at the end of the sixty-ninth week of Daniel and will only restart once 
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the Church is "raptured" or removed from the earth. This doctrine effectively de-prioritizes the 
ethical mandates of the New Testament—such as the call to be peacemakers—in favor of a 
fixation on Old Testament territorial promises. By framing the Church as a temporary insertion 
into history, Scofieldism allows its adherents to view the 2026 conflict as a return to the "real" 
business of God: the physical defense of Israel and the judgment of its neighbors. This 
theological pause on the ethics of the Gospel explains why many proponents of Operation Epic 
Fury can reconcile their Christian identity with a support for "maximalist" military strikes that 
ignore traditional civilian protections. 

3.3 The Restoration of Israel: The Central Geopolitical Gear 

In the Scofieldian machine, the modern state of Israel is the primary gear that moves all other 
events. Scofield’s notes insisted on a literal, physical restoration of the Jewish people to their 
ancestral land, an idea that was radical in 1909 but became a geopolitical reality in 1948. 
Because Scofield linked this restoration to the immediate proximity of the Second Coming, his 
followers view the survival and expansion of Israel not as a matter of human rights or secular 
politics, but as a verified proof of divine activity. Consequently, any nation perceived as an 
existential threat to Israel is viewed through an apocalyptic lens rather than a strategic one. As 
Iran’s "toll system" in the Strait of Hormuz and its missile capabilities grew in the early 2020s, 
Scofieldian logic dictated that Iran was not just a regional rival, but a "prophetic antagonist" that 
must be neutralized to allow the divine plan to proceed. 

3.4 Mapping Ezekiel 38 onto 2026 Iran 

The most direct mechanical application of Scofield’s notes to the current war involves his 
interpretation of the "Gog and Magog" prophecy in Ezekiel 38 and 39. Scofield was among the 
first to popularize the identification of "Persia" (modern Iran) as a lead member of a northern 
confederacy that would invade Israel in the "latter days." By explicitly naming Persia in his 
marginalia, Scofield provided a specific target for 21st-century anxiety. When U.S. and Israeli 
forces launched Operation Epic Fury in February 2026, the rhetoric used by supporters 
frequently mirrored Scofield’s notes, suggesting that the strike on Tehran was a "preemptive 
strike against Gog." This literalist mapping of ancient tribal names onto modern nation-states 
turns the map of the Middle East into a battlefield of destiny where the actors are playing out 
roles assigned to them over two thousand years ago. In this mechanical view of history, the 
death of Ali Khamenei is not a political shift; it is the removal of a "restrainer" on the path to the 
final battle. 
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4. Christian Zionism and the Great Parenthesis: The Strategic Value of Modern Israel 

4.1 The Great Parenthesis Defined 

The cornerstone of the Scofieldian worldview is the doctrine of the "Great Parenthesis." This 
concept posits that the current era of the Christian Church is a temporary interruption—a gap 
or "parenthesis"—in God's primary historical dealings with the ethnic and national people of 
Israel. According to Scofield, the prophetic clock, which had been ticking through the Old 
Testament, stopped at the rejection of Jesus by the Jewish people and will only restart once the 
Church is removed from the world stage via the Rapture. This interpretation radically redefines 
the purpose of the Church; rather than being the fulfillment of God's promises to the world, the 
Church is viewed as a "heavenly" people with no earthly mandate, while the "earthly" promises 
remain reserved for a revived national Israel. In the geopolitical climate of 2026, this doctrine 
provides the essential logic for why thousands of Western Christians view the stability and 
expansion of the Israeli state as more significant than any international peace treaty or 
humanitarian concern. 

4.2 Israel as the Prophetic Clock 

In the dispensationalist framework, the state of Israel is not merely a secular nation; it is the 
"prophetic clock" by which all other global events are measured. Scofield’s notes emphasize 
that the return of the Jewish people to their ancestral land is the indispensable trigger for the 
"End Times." For adherents of this view, the establishment of Israel in 1948 was not a result of 
post-war diplomacy or the Zionist movement alone, but a supernatural sign that the Parenthesis 
was drawing to a close. Consequently, the strategic value of Israel is seen as absolute. If the 
clock stops if Israel is threatened, then every military action taken to defend or expand Israeli 
territory is viewed as a defense of the divine timeline itself. This has led to a "prophetic 
entitlement" where the standard rules of statecraft are bypassed because the survival of the 
state is seen as a guaranteed, albeit violently contested, necessity for the return of Christ. 

4.3 Strategic Support as Spiritual Duty 

Scofield’s interpretation of Genesis 12:3—"I will bless them that bless thee, and curse him that 
curseth thee"—is perhaps the most politically weaponized verse in modern American history. 
Scofield applied this promise specifically to the physical descendants of Abraham and, by 
extension, the modern nation-state of Israel. This created a theology of "blessing by 
association," where the United States’ prosperity is seen as directly linked to its unwavering 
military and financial support for Israel. In the lead-up to the 2026 Iran War, this belief 
functioned as a powerful lobbying force. Proponents of Operation Epic Fury argued that to 
"curse" Israel by failing to strike its enemies (specifically Iran) would be to invite the literal curse 
of God upon the American homeland. This transforms military aid from a matter of strategic 
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alliance into a matter of national spiritual survival, making dissent or calls for restraint appear 
not just unpatriotic, but blasphemous. 

4.4 The 2026 Crisis and the Acceleration of the Script 

The current conflict with Iran is viewed by Scofieldian adherents as the final acceleration of the 
script. Because the "Great Parenthesis" is expected to end in a period of intense global 
tribulation centered on the Middle East, the 2026 escalation is welcomed by some as a sign that 
the "waiting period" is over. This creates a dangerous feedback loop where the more the conflict 
intensifies, the more it confirms the underlying theology. While the Episcopal Church and other 
bodies argue that this treats human beings as pawns in a cosmic game, the dispensationalist 
sees the current war as the necessary friction required to "restart the clock." The strategic value 
of Israel in 2026, therefore, is its role as the anvil upon which the nations are broken. In this 
view, the destruction of Iranian proxies and the direct strikes on Tehran are seen as "clearing the 
stage" for the physical reign of a Messiah, rendering the human cost of the war a secondary 
concern to the perceived fulfillment of the Scofield Script. 

 

5. From Pews to Pentagon: The Infiltration of Dispensationalist Logic in U.S. Foreign Policy 

5.1 The Silent Majority in the Command Structure 

The transition of Scofieldian thought from small-town church basements to the briefing rooms 
of the Pentagon was not an overnight coup but a multi-generational osmosis. Since the mid-
20th century, a significant number of officers and strategic planners in the United States military 
have been drawn from regions where the Scofield Reference Bible is the primary lens for 
understanding world history. This demographic reality has created a "silent majority" within the 
command structure that views the Middle East not just as a theater of operation, but as a 
sacred geography. In the lead-up to the 2026 conflict, this meant that the traditional cold-
blooded calculations of Realpolitik were frequently warmed by a subconscious belief that the 
United States was participating in a divine mandate. When tactical decisions are made by 
individuals who believe, at a foundational level, that the destruction of Iran is a prerequisite for 
the return of their Savior, the line between military necessity and theological fulfillment 
becomes dangerously blurred. 

5.2 Intelligence Interpretation and Prophetic Bias 

One of the most insidious ways Scofield’s logic has infiltrated foreign policy is through the 
filtering of intelligence. In the years preceding Operation Epic Fury, intelligence reports 
regarding Iranian nuclear ambitions and regional proxy movements were often presented to 
policymakers within a framework that mirrored Scofield’s notes on the Book of Ezekiel. The 
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identification of Iran as the biblical "Persia"—a doomed antagonist in the final battle—provided 
a convenient, pre-packaged narrative for analysts. This "prophetic bias" often led to the 
dismissal of diplomatic signals or internal Iranian political shifts that did not fit the apocalyptic 
script. If the end result of Iranian policy is predetermined by scripture to be an invasion of Israel, 
then any attempt at a nuclear deal or a regional security framework is seen as a fool's errand. By 
2026, the Scofield Script had effectively narrowed the range of "acceptable" intelligence 
interpretations, making war seem like the only logical conclusion to a story written thousands of 
years ago. 

5.3 The "Red Line" as a Sacred Boundary 

In the discourse of the 2026 Iran War, the concept of "red lines" has shifted from secular 
strategic thresholds to something resembling a sacred boundary. For policymakers influenced by 
Scofieldian Zionism, the security of the State of Israel is not merely a treaty obligation; it is a 
theological litmus test. This has resulted in a policy where the United States is willing to absorb 
immense economic and human costs—such as the closure of the Strait of Hormuz—to defend a 
specific interpretation of Israeli sovereignty. Unlike traditional alliances based on mutual 
benefit, this "sacralized" alliance is unconditional and immune to the standard cost-benefit 
analyses that usually govern foreign interventions. When President Trump and Secretary of 
State Rubio speak of protecting Israel "at any cost" in the spring of 2026, they are echoing the 
Scofieldian warning that to abandon Israel is to invite divine judgment upon America. 

5.4 The 2026 Cabinet and the Populist Mandate 

The specific political alignment of 2026 has provided the perfect environment for 
dispensationalist logic to reach its zenith. The current administration has successfully harnessed 
the populist energy of a base that has been steeped in Scofield’s eschatology for decades. This 
base does not view the war through the lens of international law or UN resolutions, but as a 
righteous crusade. Consequently, the political cost of escalation is remarkably low, while the 
cost of de-escalation is potentially high, as it would be seen as a betrayal of a divine mission. 
The cabinet’s rhetoric—often peppered with biblical allusions and "End Times" imagery—serves 
to reinforce this mandate. By aligning U.S. foreign policy so closely with the Scofieldian 
roadmap, the administration has created a situation where the success of Operation Epic Fury is 
measured not by the stability of the Middle East, but by its proximity to the prophetic events 
that the Scofield Reference Bible promised would follow a conflict with "the kings of the East." 
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6. Operation Epic Fury: Analyzing the Rhetoric of Prophecy in the 2026 Campaign 

6.1 The Naming of the Storm: Epic Fury as Eschatological Branding 

The selection of the name Operation Epic Fury for the 2026 air campaign was not merely a 
result of a random word generator at the Pentagon. It represents a deliberate departure from 
the more clinical or secular designations of previous decades, such as Iraqi Freedom or Desert 
Storm. In the context of 2026, the word epic carries a double meaning. While it serves the 
standard military purpose of projecting overwhelming power, it also resonates deeply with the 
apocalyptic literature that defines the Scofield worldview. To the millions of Americans who 
have spent their lives reading about an epic final battle between the forces of God and the 
forces of Magog, the very name of the operation functions as a dog-whistle. It signals that this is 
not just another regional intervention but a conflict of cosmic proportions. By branding the war 
as an epic fury, the administration has successfully framed the kinetic destruction of Iranian 
infrastructure as an outpouring of divine wrath, a narrative that effectively bypasses the moral 
complexities of just war theory. 

6.2 The "Persian" Paradigm in Official Briefings 

Perhaps the most striking feature of the current conflict is the systematic replacement of 
modern political terminology with biblical nomenclature in official government 
communications. Secretary of War Pete Hegseth and Ambassador Mike Huckabee have 
frequently referred to Iran as Persia in their press briefings, a linguistic shift that serves a 
specific theological function. By using the term Persia, the administration invokes the specific 
prophecies of Ezekiel 38, where Persia is named as a primary antagonist in the War of Gog and 
Magog. This is the Scofield Script in its most potent form: it strips the Iranian state of its 21st-
century sovereignty and reimagines it as a two-thousand-year-old villain destined for 
destruction. When military objectives are framed as the neutralizing of the Persian threat to the 
mountains of Israel, the strategic goals of dismantling missile sites and shipyards are elevated to 
the status of fulfilling sacred writ. This rhetorical move makes any diplomatic compromise 
appear not only as a strategic failure but as a direct contradiction of God’s stated plan for the 
end of the age. 

6.3 Media Amplification and the "Countdown" Narrative 

The role of digital and traditional media in the 2026 Iran War has been to create an atmosphere 
of constant, high-stakes anticipation. Major news outlets and evangelical media platforms have 
adopted a countdown narrative that mirrors the dispensationalist focus on signs of the times. 
Every strike on a nuclear facility in Natanz or a naval base in Bandar Abbas is presented as a step 
closer to a prophetic finish line. This has created a unique psychological environment where the 
public is conditioned to seek more escalation, not less, because escalation is viewed as progress 
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toward the return of Christ. The death of Supreme Leader Ali Khamenei in early March was 
treated by many media personalities not as a moment of profound geopolitical uncertainty, but 
as the removal of a specific prophetic obstacle. This synergy between government rhetoric and 
media consumption has turned the 2026 war into a participatory event for the Scofieldian 
public, who view their support for the war as a form of spiritual mobilization. 

6.4 The Battlefield as a Sanctuary: Soldiers and Sacred Mission 

The most concerning manifestation of this rhetoric is its penetration into the rank and file of the 
U.S. military. Reports from the Military Religious Freedom Foundation have highlighted dozens 
of complaints from service members who describe a command environment saturated with End 
Times theology. In some units deployed for Operation Epic Fury, commanders have reportedly 
told their troops that they are participating in a biblically sanctioned war and that President 
Trump has been anointed to light the signal fire that will trigger the return of Jesus. This 
transforms the battlefield from a place of professional military duty into a temporary sanctuary 
for the fulfillment of prophecy. When a soldier is told that their mission is part of God’s divine 
plan to bring about Armageddon, the traditional ethical constraints on the use of force—such as 
the protection of non-combatants—are frequently viewed as secondary to the overarching 
spiritual objective. This sacralization of the mission represents the ultimate triumph of the 
Scofield Script, where the individual warrior becomes a character in an ancient drama, and the 
reality of human suffering is obscured by the light of a perceived divine glory. 

6.5 The Cyrus Archetype and the Anointing of Leadership 

A central pillar of the rhetoric surrounding Operation Epic Fury is the casting of the American 
president as a modern-day King Cyrus. In Scofield’s notes, Cyrus the Great is portrayed as a 
pagan ruler chosen by God to facilitate the return of the Jewish people to their land and the 
rebuilding of the temple. In the 2026 discourse, this historical archetype has been revived to 
explain how a secular, often controversial leader can be the instrument of divine prophecy. By 
framing the war as a Cyrus-led initiative, proponents are able to justify unilateral military action 
that ignores international institutions like the UN or the ICC. The logic is simple: if God used a 
Persian king to protect Israel in the past, he is using an American president to destroy Persia 
today. This rhetorical device provides a powerful moral shield for the administration, as it 
suggests that the president’s authority comes not from a constitutional mandate alone, but 
from a celestial appointment to finish the work Scofield described in his marginalia. 
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7. The Episcopal Resistance: Theological Rejection and the Return to Covenantalism 

7.1 The Institutional Break: Resolution D006 and the 2024 General Convention 

The most significant institutional challenge to the Scofieldian consensus in the United States 
emerged from the Episcopal Church during its 81st General Convention in 2024. While the 
church had long held theological reservations regarding dispensationalism, Resolution D006 
marked a definitive transition from passive disagreement to active institutional rejection. The 
resolution specifically targeted the political fruit of Scofield’s work, formally denouncing 
Christian Zionism as a belief system that distorts the Christian faith and serves as an obstacle to 
a just peace in the Middle East. By naming the Scofield Reference Bible as a primary source of 
this "distorted" theology, the Episcopal Church signaled that it would no longer remain silent 
while a 19th-century interpretive novelty dictated the moral parameters of American foreign 
policy. This move was not merely a matter of internal doctrine; it was a shot across the bow of 
the burgeoning "prophecy lobby" in Washington, asserting that a large segment of the historic 
Christian tradition viewed the coming conflict with Iran as a theological error of the highest 
order. 

7.2 The 2026 Jerusalem Declaration: An Ecumenical Front 

As the missiles of Operation Epic Fury began to fall on Iranian soil in early 2026, the Episcopal 
Church joined forces with Roman Catholic, Eastern Orthodox, and other Anglican leaders to 
issue the 2026 Jerusalem Declaration. This document, signed in the shadow of the escalating 
regional war, provided a scathing critique of the "Scofield Script." The declaration argued that 
using the Bible as a military roadmap is a form of idolatry that replaces the Prince of Peace with 
a deity of tactical advantage. For the Episcopal leadership, particularly the Archbishop in 
Jerusalem, the war was a direct result of Western Christians viewing the Middle East as a 
laboratory for their own end-times fantasies rather than a home for living, breathing 
communities. By uniting with the historic churches of the East, the Episcopal Church sought to 
strip the "prophetic" legitimacy away from the war, framing it instead as a humanitarian 
catastrophe fueled by a fundamental misunderstanding of the nature of God’s promises. 

7.3 Covenantalism: The Theological Alternative to the Parenthesis 

At the heart of the Episcopal resistance is a return to Covenant Theology, a framework that 
stands in direct opposition to Scofield’s dispensationalism. While Scofield argued for a "Great 
Parenthesis" where the Church is a temporary interruption in God’s plan for national Israel, 
Covenantalism emphasizes the organic continuity of God’s people through a single, unfolding 
covenant of grace. In this view, the Church is not a parenthesis but the "New Israel," the 
fulfillment of the promises made to Abraham, intended to include all nations and ethnicities. 
This theological shift has profound geopolitical consequences. If the promises of God are 
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fulfilled in the person of Jesus and his global body rather than in a specific piece of real estate or 
a specific national government, then the "sacred obligation" to support an expansionist military 
policy vanishes. For the Episcopalian, the map of the Middle East is not a holy puzzle to be 
solved through warfare, but a region in need of the ministry of reconciliation that is central to 
the New Covenant. 

7.4 The Ethics of Peace versus the Logic of Armageddon 

The rejection of Scofield also involves a radical re-centering of Christian ethics. 
Dispensationalism, by its very nature, is a theology of inevitability; it teaches that things must 
get worse before they get better, and that a final, bloody conflict is the only way to usher in the 
kingdom of God. This logic makes the pursuit of peace seem like an exercise in futility or even a 
rebellion against God’s will. The Episcopal Church, led by Presiding Bishop Sean Rowe, has 
countered this with an "ethics of the present," arguing that the mandates of the Sermon on the 
Mount are not suspended during the so-called Church Age. By rejecting the idea that we are 
"destined" for a war with Iran, the Episcopal resistance asserts that human agency and 
diplomatic effort are sacred duties. They argue that the blood of Iranian and Israeli civilians is 
not a "sign" to be celebrated but a tragedy to be mourned and prevented, challenging the 
Scofieldian notion that the death of millions is merely a necessary byproduct of a divine 
schedule. 

7.5 Reclaiming the Narrative: The Episcopal Church in the Middle East 

Finally, the Episcopal resistance is characterized by its deep ties to the indigenous Christian 
communities of the Middle East, who are often the first victims of the "Scofieldian" wars. Unlike 
the American fundamentalists who view the region through the lens of a study Bible, the 
Episcopal Church operates schools, hospitals, and parishes on the ground. This proximity to the 
human cost of the 2026 Iran War has fueled a narrative shift within the church. It is no longer 
possible for an Episcopalian to view Iran solely as the "Persia" of Ezekiel 38 when they are in 
dialogue with Persian Christians and refugees who are suffering under the weight of U.S. 
sanctions and strikes. By elevating these voices, the Episcopal Church has provided a counter-
narrative to the "Epic Fury" rhetoric, insisting that the true work of God in the Middle East is 
found in the survival and flourishing of the "Living Stones"—the local believers—rather than in 
the fulfillment of a violent eschatology. This reclamation of the narrative is the final blow to the 
Scofield Script, as it replaces an abstract, futuristic fantasy with the concrete, suffering reality of 
the present. 
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8. Ecumenical Condemnation: Global Christian Responses to the Sacralization of War 

8.1 The Unified Voice of the Jerusalem Patriarchates 

In the early weeks of 2026, as the scale of Operation Epic Fury became clear, a historic 
consensus emerged among the ancient Christian communities of the Middle East. On January 
17, the Patriarchs and Heads of Churches in Jerusalem issued a joint statement that 
transcended centuries of denominational friction. This document, which has come to be known 
as the 2026 Jerusalem Declaration, explicitly characterized Christian Zionism and the Scofieldian 
framework as damaging ideologies. The leaders of the Greek Orthodox, Armenian, and Latin 
Rite Catholic churches argued that the theological justification for the war constitutes an illegal 
interference in the pastoral life of the local flock. By framing the conflict as a divine necessity, 
Western proponents of the Scofield Script have effectively prioritized a speculative future over 
the physical survival of the historic Christian presence in the region. This ecumenical front 
represents a total rejection of the idea that the 2026 war is a holy crusade, defining it instead as 
a product of a modern theological movement that has more in common with 19th-century 
imperialism than with the ancient faith of the apostles. 

8.2 The Roman Catholic Critique of Dispensationalist Novelty 

The Roman Catholic Church has significantly intensified its long-standing opposition to 
dispensationalism during the current crisis. Drawing on the principle of the analogy of faith, the 
Vatican has issued several clarifications through the Dicastery for the Doctrine of the Faith, 
reaffirming that the Church rejects any interpretation of scripture that marginalizes the central 
role of Christ’s sacrifice in favor of a return to nationalistic law. Catholic theologians have been 
particularly vocal in their criticism of the Scofield Reference Bible’s popularity in the United 
States, labeling it a source of theological illiteracy that has led to the sacralization of violence. In 
the Catholic view, the 2026 strikes on Iranian civilian and military infrastructure cannot be 
justified through the lens of prophecy because the Gospel provides no mandate for the 
establishment of an earthly kingdom through kinetic warfare. This stance has created a 
significant diplomatic rift between the Holy See and the current U.S. administration, as the 
Vatican continues to advocate for a ceasefire based on natural law rather than apocalyptic 
expectation. 

8.3 The Middle East Council of Churches and the Anti-Colonial Lens 

The Middle East Council of Churches (MECC) has provided the most direct political challenge to 
the Scofieldian narrative, framing the 2026 war as the final stage of a theological-colonial 
project. Representing four families of churches—Eastern Orthodox, Oriental Orthodox, Catholic, 
and Protestant—the MECC has argued that the Scofield Script is a Western imposition that 
ignores the lived reality of Middle Eastern peoples. Their statements during the current conflict 
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emphasize that the "Persia" described in Scofield’s notes is a fictionalized bogeyman that bears 
no resemblance to the actual, diverse population of modern Iran. By reducing a complex nation 
to a mere prophetic antagonist, the MECC argues that Scofield’s followers have dehumanized 
millions of people, making their displacement and death appear religiously sanctioned. This 
critique has resonated deeply with the Global South, where many churches see the 2026 Iran 
War as a repeat of earlier interventions justified by similar religious-exceptionalist rhetoric. 

8.4 The Internal Schism within Global Evangelicalism 

Perhaps the most unexpected response to the 2026 war has been the deepening schism within 
evangelicalism itself. While the Scofield Reference Bible remains a staple in fundamentalist 
circles, a growing movement of younger, global-minded evangelicals has begun to formally 
distance themselves from dispensationalist logic. Influential bodies like the World Evangelical 
Alliance have issued calls for a return to a more Christocentric reading of the Bible that rejects 
the inevitability of the Armageddon scenario. These "post-dispensational" evangelicals argue 
that the Scofield Script has become a millenarian trap that prevents the Church from fulfilling its 
role as a peacemaker. This internal dissent has weakened the political unity of the prophecy 
lobby in the United States, as more believers begin to see the destruction of Iranian cities as a 
moral failure rather than a divine milestone. The rejection of Scofield is no longer confined to 
the "liberal" mainline; it has become a survival strategy for an evangelical movement that fears 
being permanently associated with the wreckage of Operation Epic Fury. 

8.5 The Theological De-escalation Movement 

In response to the "sacralization" of the war, a loose coalition of international theologians and 
activists has launched the Theological De-escalation Movement. This group focuses on 
deconstructing the specific verses and Scofieldian notes used in military briefings and political 
speeches. By providing alternative, historically grounded interpretations of texts like Ezekiel 38 
and Revelation, they aim to lower the "apocalyptic temperature" of the public discourse. Their 
work is based on the premise that if the war was built on a theological foundation, it must be 
dismantled on that same ground. This movement has gained significant traction in 2026, as 
citizens in both the West and the Middle East look for ways to escape the binary logic of the 
Scofield Script. The movement’s success in shifting the narrative from "prophetic fulfillment" to 
"humanitarian responsibility" demonstrates that the ecumenical rejection of Scofield is not just 
an academic exercise, but a vital component of the quest for a post-war order. 
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9. The Economic Dimension: The Strait of Hormuz and the Apocalyptic Energy Crisis 

9.1 The Closure of the Strait: A Geographic Choke Point as Prophetic Trigger 

The closure of the Strait of Hormuz in March 2026 has transformed a geographic choke point 
into a theological flashpoint. As one of the world's most vital maritime arteries, through which 
approximately one-fifth of global oil consumption passes, the Strait is the literal lifeline of the 
modern industrial economy. For the secular strategist, its closure represents a catastrophic 
failure of regional security and a direct threat to global stability. However, within the framework 
of Scofieldian dispensationalism, the disruption of global trade in the Middle East is not viewed 
as a mere economic hurdle. Instead, it is interpreted as the physical manifestation of the 
apocalyptic "drying up" of the Euphrates or the disruption of the "merchants of Tarshish." To 
those steeped in the Scofield Reference Bible, the paralysis of the global oil supply is a 
necessary precursor to the collapse of the secular world order, which they believe must precede 
the establishment of the Millennial Kingdom. By framing the energy crisis as a prophetic trigger, 
the proponents of the 2026 Iran War have successfully immunized a large portion of the 
American public against the economic pain of rising fuel prices, recasting financial hardship as a 
form of spiritual endurance. 

9.2 The Petro-Yuan and the Fall of "Babylon" 

The Iranian decision to implement a yuan-based toll system for passage through the Persian 
Gulf is a sophisticated geopolitical maneuver designed to bypass the hegemony of the U.S. 
dollar. Yet, in the rhetoric of the 2026 conflict, this economic policy has been rebranded as a 
direct assault on the "Babylonian" financial system. Scofield’s notes on the Book of Revelation 
emphasize the eventual fall of a global economic superpower—often identified by modern 
dispensationalists as the Western-led financial order. When Iran and its allies attempt to 
decouple from the petrodollar, it is not seen as a rational response to sanctions but as a sign 
that the "Kings of the East" are preparing for their final march. This theological overlay prevents 
a rational diplomatic response to Iran’s economic warfare. Instead of negotiating a functional 
maritime agreement, the Scofieldian influence on U.S. policy demands a total military victory, as 
the transition to a non-dollar energy market is viewed as a prophetic heresy that must be 
crushed to maintain the "divinely ordained" status of the United States as a protector of the 
biblical order. 

9.3 The Global Energy Shock: Economic Despair as Spiritual Validation 

As gas prices in the United States and Europe reach unprecedented levels in the spring of 2026, 
the reaction of the Scofield-influenced public has been remarkably resilient. This is due to a 
theological mechanism that views economic despair as a form of spiritual validation. In the 
dispensationalist timeline, the "Great Tribulation" is characterized by severe economic hardship, 
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where a "loaf of bread costs a day’s wages." Consequently, when the 2026 Iran War causes 
global supply chains to shatter and inflation to skyrocket, many believers do not blame the 
administration’s military choices. Instead, they see the rising cost of living as proof that the 
Scofield Script is accurate. This creates a dangerous political environment where the 
government is not held accountable for the economic consequences of its foreign policy 
because those very consequences are seen as "signs" that the end is near. The energy crisis is 
thus transformed from a policy failure into a devotional experience, reinforcing the resolve of 
the pro-war base even as their own standard of living declines. 

9.4 The Prophetic Profit: The Defense Industry and the Scofield Industrial Complex 

While the general public suffers from the energy shock, certain sectors of the economy—
specifically the defense and domestic energy industries—have seen a massive surge in 
profitability. This "Scofield Industrial Complex" represents the intersection of apocalyptic 
theology and corporate interest. Large-scale military contractors, whose lobbyists often use the 
language of "defending Western civilization" and "standing with Israel," have found a perfect 
partner in the dispensationalist movement. By framing the 2026 war as a divine necessity, these 
interests have secured multi-billion dollar contracts for the replenishment of munitions used in 
Operation Epic Fury. The theological certainty provided by Scofield’s notes serves as a powerful 
marketing tool, ensuring that the American taxpayer views defense spending not as a burden 
but as an investment in the "defense of the Holy Land." This alignment of profit and prophecy 
creates a formidable barrier to any peace initiative, as the economic beneficiaries of the war are 
able to mask their interests in the language of eternal destiny. 

9.5 Humanitarian and Economic Sacrifice: The Ethics of the Apocalypse 

The Episcopal Church and other ecumenical bodies have raised a profound ethical challenge to 
this economic-prophetic fusion. They argue that the "apocalyptic energy crisis" is a man-made 
tragedy that disproportionately affects the poor and vulnerable, both in the West and in the 
Middle East. From a Covenantal perspective, God’s concern for the "least of these" and the 
pursuit of economic justice are central to the Christian mission. By contrast, the Scofieldian view 
treats the global economy as a disposable stage for a divine drama. The rejection of Scofield by 
these religious bodies includes a rejection of the idea that we can ethically sacrifice the well-
being of millions of people for the sake of an interpretative framework that demands total war. 
They argue that the "must war" logic of 2026 ignores the biblical call to care for the widow and 
the orphan, replacing it with a cold-blooded acceptance of economic collapse as a "necessary 
birth pang." This section of the paper concludes that the economic dimensions of the 2026 Iran 
War are perhaps the clearest evidence of how a specific Bible commentary has been used to 
justify the un-Christian abandonment of the common good in favor of an apocalyptic fantasy. 
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10. Historical Revisionism: The Scofield Legend and the Deconstruction of Authority 

10.1 The Man vs. the Myth: The Troubled Biography of Cyrus I. Scofield 

The psychological and spiritual authority of the Scofield Reference Bible rests largely on the 
perceived "saintliness" and scholarly expertise of its creator. However, as the 2026 Iran War 
forces a desperate global community to re-examine the roots of its own destruction, the 
historical reality of Cyrus Ingerson Scofield has come under intense scrutiny. Far from the image 
of the disciplined, lifelong scholar portrayed in fundamentalist lore, Scofield was a man whose 
early life was defined by ethical lapses, professional failures, and personal abandonments. 
Investigative historians and theologians in 2026 have highlighted his 1873 resignation from his 
post as a U.S. Attorney under a cloud of corruption allegations, his abandonment of his first wife 
and two daughters, and his subsequent marriage to another woman without a legal divorce—an 
act that would have disqualified him from the very pulpits he later commanded. In the context 
of the current war, this biographical deconstruction is not mere character assassination; it is a 
critical tool for undermining the "oracular" authority of his notes. If the man who drafted the 
roadmap for the 2026 apocalypse was himself a master of personal reinvention and moral 
evasion, the "divine" necessity of the war he predicted begins to look more like a projection of 
human fragility. 

10.2 The Oxford Facade: Borrowed Credibility and Branding 

One of the most effective historical revisions occurring in 2026 involves the "de-branding" of the 
Scofield Bible. For a century, the association with Oxford University Press (OUP) provided 
Scofield’s notes with a veneer of Anglican high-church scholarship that they did not actually 
possess. Critics today argue that this was one of the most successful marketing maneuvers in 
religious history. Scofield was a self-taught dispensationalist who bypassed the rigorous peer-
review processes that typically govern biblical scholarship. By securing the OUP imprint, he 
effectively "hacked" the prestige of a global institution to sell a radical, fringe theology as if it 
were the consensus of the ages. As the Episcopal Church and other bodies formally distance 
themselves from Scofieldism this year, they are exposing the "Oxford connection" as a hollow 
branding exercise. This revelation is crucial for the 2026 discourse because it allows the public 
to see that the "scholarly" foundation for the war with Iran is, in fact, an un-vetted 19th-century 
innovation rather than a continuation of historic Christian thought. 

10.3 The Darby Connection and the Erasure of Origin 

Historical revisionism in 2026 has also focused on Scofield’s lack of originality, revealing him to 
be a popularizer of the ideas of John Nelson Darby, the founder of the Plymouth Brethren. 
Darby’s theology was intensely pessimistic and separatist, designed for a small, persecuted sect. 
Scofield’s "genius" was his ability to strip away Darby’s more difficult requirements and 



20 
 

repackage dispensationalism for an optimistic, expansionist American audience. This historical 
correction matters today because it shows that the "End Times" theology fueling Operation Epic 
Fury was not a organic discovery of ancient truth, but a specific ideological export from 19th-
century British sectarianism. By tracing the genealogy of the Scofield Script back to Darby, 
modern critics are able to show how a theology of "withdrawal from the world" was 
paradoxically transformed into a theology of "military domination over the world," exposing the 
internal contradictions of the pro-war movement. 

10.4 The Decline of the Oracular Voice 

The 2026 war has accelerated the "death of the expert" regarding biblical prophecy. For 
decades, the notes in the Scofield Bible were treated as an oracular voice that stood above the 
fray of politics. However, the current humanitarian crisis in Iran and Lebanon has forced a 
confrontation with the reality that these "prophetic" interpretations have real-world victims. 
The historical deconstruction of Scofield as a flawed, opportunistic figure has emboldened 
contemporary theologians to challenge his interpretations of Ezekiel and Revelation directly. 
When a commander in the field or a politician in Washington cites "Persia" as a biblically 
mandated target, they are no longer met with silent agreement but with a chorus of historical 
and theological rebuttals. The "Scofield Legend" is being dismantled in real-time by the very 
conflict it helped create, as the world realizes that an entire civilization’s foreign policy was held 
captive by the marginalia of a man who was running from his own past. 

10.5 Reclaiming the Script: Post-Scofield Hermeneutics 

The final stage of this historical revisionism is the emergence of a post-Scofield hermeneutic—a 
way of reading the Bible that rejects the "dispensationalist lens" entirely. This movement, 
supported by the Episcopal Church and various ecumenical bodies, seeks to reclaim the 
"peaceable kingdom" of the prophets from the "theater of war" depicted by Scofield. By 
exposing the historical errors and personal biases embedded in Scofield’s notes, these leaders 
are providing a way for believers to support de-escalation in the Middle East without feeling 
that they are betraying their faith. The deconstruction of Scofield’s authority has opened the 
door for a return to the "whole-Bible" approach of the early church, which viewed the promises 
to Israel as being fulfilled in the global, multi-ethnic community of the Church rather than 
through the kinetic destruction of Tehran. In this sense, the 2026 Iran War may be the last war 
of its kind—the final gasp of a 19th-century legend before it is relegated to the archives of 
historical curiosity. 
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11. Ethical Implications: The Humanitarian Cost of Scriptural Weaponization 

11.1 Dehumanization and the Prophetic Prop 

The primary ethical failure of the Scofieldian influence on the 2026 Iran War is the systematic 
dehumanization of the Iranian population. In the dispensationalist framework, the inhabitants 
of modern-day Iran are not viewed as individual human beings with inherent dignity, but as 
collective "props" in an unfolding prophetic drama. By labeling the nation as Persia and 
assigning it a predetermined role as an existential enemy of Israel, the Scofield Script strips 
eighty-five million people of their moral status. When military strikes target Tehran or Isfahan, 
the rhetoric of prophecy transforms these cities from centers of culture and civilian life into 
abstract targets of divine judgment. This theological reductionism makes it psychologically 
easier for Western observers to accept high civilian casualty rates, as the victims are seen not as 
neighbors to be loved, but as obstacles to be removed. The ethical cost of this weaponized 
scripture is the total eclipse of the "Imago Dei"—the belief that all humans are made in the 
image of God—replaced by a tribalistic eschatology that views "the other" as a spiritual 
antagonist. 

11.2 The Suspension of Just War Theory 

For centuries, the Christian tradition has relied on Just War Theory to provide a moral 
framework for the use of force, emphasizing principles such as proportion, discrimination 
between combatants and non-combatants, and the pursuit of a just peace as the final goal. The 
Scofieldian approach to the 2026 conflict has effectively suspended these ethical guardrails. 
Because dispensationalism views the war with Iran as a "must war" ordained by God, the 
traditional requirements for "last resort" and "proportionality" are dismissed as irrelevant. If the 
destruction of the Iranian regime is a prerequisite for the return of Christ, then no amount of 
kinetic force is considered excessive. This has led to the use of deep-penetration bunker-busters 
and wide-area effects weapons in densely populated Iranian urban centers during Operation 
Epic Fury. By replacing the cautious ethics of Just War with the reckless certainty of Holy War, 
the proponents of the Scofield Script have removed the moral constraints that once prevented 
the West from engaging in total, uninhibited warfare in the Middle East. 

11.3 The Refugee Crisis and the Collateral of Providence 

As of late March 2026, the humanitarian toll of the conflict has resulted in over two million 
refugees fleeing the zones of engagement in Iran and southern Lebanon. From an ethical 
standpoint, this mass displacement is a direct consequence of a policy that prioritizes prophetic 
fulfillment over human stability. In the Scofieldian worldview, these millions of displaced 
persons—many of them women, children, and elderly—are often categorized as the "collateral 
of providence." Their suffering is interpreted not as a reason to seek a ceasefire, but as a "birth 
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pang" of the coming age. This callousness toward the plight of the refugee represents a 
profound departure from the biblical mandate to welcome the stranger and care for the 
vulnerable. The Episcopal Church and other ecumenical bodies have pointed out that while the 
prophecy lobby celebrates the "signs of the times" in the headlines, they are silent regarding 
the hunger, disease, and exposure facing the millions of people who have lost their homes to 
the missiles of Epic Fury. 

11.4 The Erasure of the Middle Eastern Church 

One of the most tragic ethical implications of the 2026 war is the potential erasure of the 
indigenous Christian communities of Iran and the wider region. These "Living Stones," whose 
ancestry in the faith predates the Scofield Reference Bible by nearly two millennia, are caught in 
a pincer movement between Western-backed military strikes and the domestic backlash they 
provoke. When American fundamentalists advocate for the destruction of Iran to "speed the 
return of the Lord," they are effectively signing the death warrant for their own brothers and 
sisters in the Iranian underground church and the historic Eastern Orthodox and Catholic 
parishes. This theological fratricide is perhaps the ultimate irony of the Scofield Script: in its 
obsession with a future national Israel, it is willing to sacrifice the present global Church. The 
ethical burden of this war includes the loss of ancient Christian heritage and the permanent 
displacement of communities that have survived centuries of Islamic rule, only to be threatened 
by the "apocalyptic enthusiasm" of their co-religionists in the West. 

11.5 Accountability and the Moral Debt of Interpretation 

The final ethical dimension of this conflict concerns the question of accountability for those who 
promote and profit from the Scofieldian narrative. While the politicians and generals make the 
tactical decisions, the "prophecy teachers" and publishers who have spent decades conditioning 
the public for this moment bear a significant moral debt. By presenting a highly specific, 
politicized interpretation of scripture as the only "true" Christian view, they have narrowed the 
imaginative possibilities for peace and made the current bloodshed seem inevitable. This 
section concludes that the 10,000-word trajectory of this paper points toward a necessary 
"theological war crimes" discourse. We must ask what it means for a society to allow a 19th-
century Bible commentary to function as a license for 21st-century carnage. The humanitarian 
cost of the 2026 Iran War is not just a military statistic; it is a judgment on a theology that has 
forgotten how to see the face of Christ in the face of the "enemy." 
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12. Conclusion: Beyond the Scofield Script – Seeking a Post-Dispensational Peace 

The 2026 Iran War serves as a devastating proof of concept for the dangers of allowing a 19th-
century theological novelty to dictate 21st-century geopolitics. For over a century, the Scofield 
Reference Bible functioned as the quiet architect of an American worldview that viewed the 
Middle East not as a region of complex human struggle, but as a chessboard for a divine 
endgame. This paper has argued that without the popular and political scaffolding provided by 
Scofield’s dispensationalism, the rapid escalation into Operation Epic Fury would have lacked 
the necessary moral and ideological momentum. The war in Iran is the kinetic culmination of a 
script that prioritized prophetic markers over the preservation of human life. However, as the 
conflict enters its second month and the global energy crisis deepens, the rejection of this script 
by the Episcopal Church, the Roman Catholic Church, and the historic leadership of the Middle 
East marks a turning point in the history of the faith. We are witnessing the beginning of the 
end of the Scofield era, as the reality of war strips away the romanticism of the apocalypse. 

12.1 The Failure of Inevitability 

The core failure of the Scofield Script is its insistence on the inevitability of conflict. By teaching 
generations that a final battle centered on Israel and its neighbors was divinely mandated, 
dispensationalism created a self-fulfilling prophecy. When every diplomatic gesture is viewed as 
a sign of the end and every military strike as a fulfillment of Ezekiel, the very possibility of peace 
is surrendered before negotiations even begin. The 2026 conflict has shown that when we treat 
war as destiny, we lose the capacity for the creative diplomacy required to prevent it. The "must 
war" logic has led to the current leadership vacuum in Tehran and the closure of the Strait of 
Hormuz—consequences that were predictable to the strategist but welcomed by the 
dispensationalist as necessary birth pangs. Seeking a post-dispensational peace requires a 
fundamental rejection of this fatalism, asserting instead that human agency and the pursuit of 
justice are the true drivers of history. 

12.2 The Return to Historic Orthodoxy 

The "Episcopal Resistance" and the ecumenical response to the war represent more than just 
political dissent; they represent a return to the historic orthodoxy that preceded the 19th-
century invention of the Rapture. By reclaiming Covenant Theology and the ethics of the 
Sermon on the Mount, these bodies are offering a theological alternative that can sustain a 
long-term peace. This framework views the people of the Middle East—including Iranians, 
Lebanese, and Israelis—as neighbors to be served rather than characters in a play. The 
transition away from Scofield necessitates a shift from a theology of "evacuation" (the Rapture) 
to a theology of "incarnation" (the Church’s presence in the world). This return to the roots of 
the faith provides the moral clarity needed to condemn the weaponization of scripture and to 
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advocate for a ceasefire that prioritizes the "Living Stones" of the region over the physical 
control of territory. 

12.3 Toward a New Middle East Paradigm 

As the missiles of Operation Epic Fury eventually give way to the difficult work of 
reconstruction, the global community must ensure that the maps of the future are not drawn by 
the marginalia of the past. A post-Scofield peace requires a paradigm shift in how the West 
views its role in the Middle East. The unconditional sacralization of any modern nation-state’s 
military policy must be replaced by a commitment to universal human rights and international 
law. This means de-coupling American foreign policy from the "blessing and cursing" logic of 
Scofield’s notes and re-coupling it to the principles of regional stability and mutual security. The 
economic dimension of 2026—specifically the energy crisis and the petro-yuan shift—further 
emphasizes that the era of Western-apocalyptic hegemony is coming to an end. A stable future 
depends on a theology that seeks the common good of all nations, rather than the destruction 
of one for the perceived benefit of another. 

12.4 The Moral Mandate for De-sacralization 

In final analysis, the 2026 Iran War is a call for the de-sacralization of our geopolitical maps. We 
must stop reading the evening news as if it were a direct update to the Book of Revelation. The 
rejection of Scofield by the Episcopal Church and its allies is a critical first step in this process, 
but it must be followed by a broader cultural shift. The "Scofield Legend" has been exposed as a 
narrative of failure and reinvention; it is time for the Church and the State to reinvent 
themselves around the principles of peace and reconciliation. If we are to move beyond the 
Scofield Script, we must embrace a faith that is big enough to love an enemy and a policy that is 
wise enough to avoid an avoidable war. The lessons of 2026 are written in smoke and fire: when 
we treat the Bible as a weapon, we eventually destroy the very world it was intended to save. 
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