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In recent weeks, Tehran has brought renewed focus to the issue of foreign 
interference, highlighting the long-standing impacts of U.S. involvement in Iran's 
internal affairs. Through a combination of legal action, cultural reflection, and 
political commentary, Iran is revisiting some of the most consequential episodes 
of its modern history. A landmark trial has commenced, holding the U.S. 
accountable for its role in the 1953 coup that overthrew Prime Minister 
Mohammad Mosaddegh. Simultaneously, Tehran’s House of Cinema is screening 
Francis Ford Coppola’s The Conversation, a film that explores themes of 
surveillance and moral ambiguity, resonating with Iran’s own experiences with 
covert operations. Complementing these events is a Tehran Times article 
scrutinizing the National Endowment for Democracy (NED), which is viewed by 
many as a continuation of the CIA’s legacy of covert activities. Together, these 
developments form a cohesive narrative of resistance against foreign 
manipulation, reflecting Iran’s ongoing struggle to assert its sovereignty and 
protect its national identity. 
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1. Introduction 

In the complex tapestry of global geopolitics, few relationships are as fraught with 
tension and historical grievance as that between Iran and the United States. This 
tension, rooted in decades of political maneuvering, covert operations, and 
ideological clashes, continues to shape the narrative in both nations. In recent 
times, Tehran has taken significant steps to revisit and reassert its perspective on 
the impact of U.S. interference in its domestic affairs. This article delves into three 
key developments reported in the Tehran Times that underscore Iran’s ongoing 
effort to highlight and resist foreign influence. 

The first of these is the commencement of a historic trial in Tehran, where the 
Iranian government is holding the U.S. administration accountable for its role in 
the 1953 coup that led to the overthrow of Prime Minister Mohammad 
Mosaddegh. This event, often cited as a turning point in Iran’s modern history, set 
the stage for decades of political instability and has left an indelible mark on the 
collective memory of the Iranian people. By initiating this trial, Iran is not only 
seeking justice for a past wrong but also sending a clear message about its stance 
on foreign intervention. 

In a parallel cultural commentary, the House of Cinema in Tehran has chosen to 
screen Francis Ford Coppola’s The Conversation, a film that masterfully explores 
the themes of surveillance, privacy, and moral ambiguity. Set against the 
backdrop of U.S. covert operations, the film’s narrative resonates deeply with 
Iran’s experiences, both historical and contemporary. The decision to screen this 
particular film at this moment is a deliberate choice, inviting viewers to reflect on 
the ethical implications of surveillance and the enduring consequences of covert 
actions. 

Complementing these developments is a recent article in the Tehran Times that 
scrutinizes the role of the National Endowment for Democracy (NED), an 
organization widely perceived in Tehran as a successor to the CIA’s covert 
activities. The article argues that while traditional methods of interference, such 
as those employed in the 1953 coup, may have evolved, the underlying intent to 
influence and control remains unchanged. By drawing attention to the NED’s 
activities, Tehran is further emphasizing its ongoing struggle against foreign 
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interference, even as the methods of such interference become more 
sophisticated and subtle. 

Together, these three elements—the 1953 coup trial, the screening of The 
Conversation, and the critique of the NED—form a cohesive narrative that 
highlights Tehran’s determination to confront its past, challenge contemporary 
forms of foreign interference, and assert its sovereignty on the world stage. This 
article will explore each of these developments in detail, examining how they 
reflect Tehran’s broader strategy of revisiting history to shape its present and 
future. 

 

2. The 1953 Coup Trial: A Historical Reckoning 

The 1953 coup d'état in Iran, orchestrated by the United States and the United 
Kingdom, remains one of the most consequential events in modern Iranian 
history. The coup, which led to the overthrow of the democratically elected Prime 
Minister Mohammad Mosaddegh, is widely regarded as a pivotal moment that set 
the course for decades of autocratic rule under Shah Mohammad Reza Pahlavi, 
ultimately leading to the 1979 Iranian Revolution. Now, more than seventy years 
later, Tehran has embarked on a significant legal and symbolic journey by 
initiating a trial against the U.S. administration and its officials for their 
involvement in this historic event. 

The trial, as reported by the Tehran Times, seeks to hold the U.S. accountable for 
what Iran views as a blatant violation of its sovereignty and democratic process. 
The coup was motivated by Mosaddegh's decision to nationalize Iran's oil 
industry, a move that threatened the interests of Western oil companies and, by 
extension, the geopolitical strategies of the United States and the United Kingdom 
during the Cold War era. The overthrow of Mosaddegh and the subsequent 
installation of the Shah as a pro-Western autocrat were accomplished through a 
covert operation known as Operation Ajax, orchestrated by the CIA and MI6. This 
intervention is not just a historical grievance; it is a cornerstone of Iran's narrative 
of victimization at the hands of foreign powers. 

The significance of this trial in Iranian history cannot be overstated. For many 
Iranians, the 1953 coup represents the beginning of a long and painful chapter of 
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foreign meddling and internal repression. It set the stage for the Shah's repressive 
regime, which, despite its modernization efforts, was deeply unpopular due to its 
authoritarian nature and close ties with the West. The resentment and 
disillusionment that grew under the Shah's rule eventually culminated in the 1979 
Revolution, which overthrew the monarchy and established the Islamic Republic. 
The coup's legacy has profoundly shaped Iranian attitudes toward the United 
States, contributing to the enduring distrust and animosity that characterizes U.S.-
Iran relations to this day. 

By initiating this trial, Iran is not merely revisiting a historical wrong; it is making a 
broader statement about the importance of accountability in international 
relations. The trial serves as a symbolic effort to hold historical actors responsible 
for their actions and to challenge the impunity often associated with powerful 
nations' covert operations. It is a call for justice, not just for the events of 1953 
but for all instances where foreign intervention has undermined a nation's 
sovereignty. In this sense, the trial represents a broader effort by Iran to assert its 
agency and demand recognition of its narrative in the international arena. 

The trial also resonates deeply within Iran as it aligns with the broader themes of 
resistance and resilience that are central to the Islamic Republic's identity. It is a 
reaffirmation of Iran's determination to confront and expose the injustices of the 
past, particularly those perpetrated by the United States. Moreover, the trial has 
implications beyond Iran's borders, as it challenges the broader international 
community to reckon with the legacy of colonialism and imperialism that has 
shaped much of the modern world. In this way, the 1953 coup trial is not just a 
historical reckoning for Iran; it is a clarion call for global accountability and justice. 

 

3. The Conversation: Cinema as a Mirror 

In a carefully timed cultural move, Tehran's House of Cinema has chosen to 
screen Francis Ford Coppola's acclaimed 1974 film The Conversation amidst the 
ongoing trial of the 1953 coup. This film, renowned for its deep exploration of 
surveillance, privacy, and moral ambiguity, provides a cinematic reflection of the 
very themes that resonate profoundly with Iran’s historical and contemporary 
experiences with foreign interference. By bringing this particular film to Iranian 
audiences at this moment, the House of Cinema is not only showcasing a classic 
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work of cinema but also inviting viewers to engage in a critical reflection on the 
nature and consequences of covert operations—both those depicted in the film 
and those experienced by Iran itself. 

The Conversation tells the story of Harry Caul, a professional surveillance expert 
whose work leads him into a moral and psychological crisis. As Caul becomes 
increasingly entangled in the lives of the people he is surveilling, he grapples with 
the ethical implications of his actions and the invasion of privacy that his work 
entails. The film is a haunting examination of the consequences of eavesdropping, 
paranoia, and the unseen powers that manipulate individuals’ lives from the 
shadows. It reflects a world where trust is eroded, and the boundaries between 
right and wrong blur, leaving individuals to navigate a landscape of suspicion and 
fear. 

For an Iranian audience, these themes are all too familiar. The experience of 
covert operations, surveillance, and foreign manipulation has been a recurring 
aspect of Iran's modern history, particularly in the context of U.S. involvement. 
The 1953 coup, orchestrated by the CIA, was itself a covert operation that relied 
heavily on deception, propaganda, and the strategic manipulation of information 
to achieve its goals. The parallels between the film's narrative and Iran’s own 
experiences with foreign interference are striking, making The Conversation not 
just a film, but a mirror reflecting the nation's historical struggles with covert 
actions imposed from the outside. 

The decision to screen The Conversation during the ongoing trial serves as a 
powerful reminder of the long shadow that surveillance and covert operations 
cast over Iran’s political landscape. It underscores the moral complexities and 
human costs associated with such actions, both for those who perpetrate them 
and for those who fall victim to them. In the context of the 1953 coup, the film 
resonates as a cautionary tale about the dangers of unchecked power and the 
ethical dilemmas that arise when the pursuit of political objectives tramples on 
individual rights and national sovereignty. 

Moreover, the film’s exploration of moral ambiguity and the psychological toll of 
surveillance speaks to the broader narrative of foreign manipulation that 
continues to shape Iran’s relationship with the United States. Just as Harry Caul is 
haunted by the consequences of his actions, Iran has been haunted by the legacy 
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of the 1953 coup—a legacy that has fueled decades of mistrust and animosity. 
The screening of The Conversation in Tehran can thus be seen as an invitation for 
reflection, not just on the past, but on the ongoing impact of foreign intervention 
in the lives of ordinary people. 

By connecting the film to the broader context of the trial and the historical 
narrative of the 1953 coup, the House of Cinema is using art as a means to 
provoke thought and dialogue. The film becomes a lens through which audiences 
can examine the ethical dimensions of surveillance and covert operations, while 
also reflecting on their own nation’s experiences with these issues. In this way, 
The Conversation serves not only as a piece of entertainment but as a cultural 
artifact that resonates with Iran’s ongoing efforts to confront and understand the 
complex dynamics of foreign interference. 

In conclusion, the screening of The Conversation in Tehran is far more than a 
celebration of a classic film; it is a deliberate and meaningful choice that aligns 
with the current socio-political discourse in Iran. It reflects the nation’s enduring 
struggle with the consequences of foreign manipulation and the moral 
complexities that arise from such actions. As Iranian audiences watch Harry Caul 
wrestle with his conscience and the implications of his work, they are invited to 
consider the broader implications of surveillance and covert operations in their 
own history, particularly in relation to the 1953 coup. Through this cinematic 
experience, the House of Cinema has created a powerful moment of cultural 
reflection, one that echoes the themes of justice, accountability, and the ongoing 
quest for sovereignty that are at the heart of Iran’s national narrative. 

 

4. NED and the Legacy of Covert Operations 

In a recent article published by the Tehran Times, the National Endowment for 
Democracy (NED) is scrutinized for what is perceived as its role in continuing the 
covert activities traditionally associated with the CIA. The article, highlighting a 
report issued by the Chinese Foreign Ministry, portrays NED as a modern-day 
successor to the CIA’s covert operations, but with a veneer of legitimacy and 
altruism that belies its true intentions. This perspective is rooted in a deep-seated 
skepticism towards U.S. foreign policy, particularly in nations like Iran, which have 
historically been the targets of American interventionist strategies. 
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The NED, established in 1983, was ostensibly created to promote democratic 
institutions and values around the world. However, in countries like Iran, NED’s 
activities are often viewed through a different lens. Critics argue that despite its 
public-facing mission of supporting democracy, NED functions as an extension of 
U.S. foreign policy, working to influence political outcomes in other countries in 
ways that align with American strategic interests. This perception is particularly 
strong in nations that have experienced direct intervention by the United States, 
such as Iran, where the memories of the 1953 coup and other covert operations 
remain vivid. 

The Tehran Times article suggests that NED’s operations represent a shift in the 
U.S. approach to covert activities. Whereas the CIA’s involvement in the 1953 
coup was overtly clandestine and marked by the use of propaganda, bribery, and 
other covert methods, NED’s work is framed as the promotion of democracy. Yet, 
for many in Iran, this framing is seen as a façade—an attempt to legitimize the 
same kind of interference that the CIA once carried out, now under the guise of 
supporting civil society, human rights, and democratic governance. 

This view is not unique to Iran; it is shared by other nations that have been on the 
receiving end of U.S. interventions. The NED has been accused of meddling in the 
internal affairs of countries around the world, from Latin America to Eastern 
Europe to the Middle East. In these regions, NED-funded programs and initiatives 
are often seen as attempts to undermine governments that are unfriendly to U.S. 
interests, destabilize regimes, or influence elections in ways that serve American 
geopolitical goals. The fact that these activities are conducted under the banner 
of democracy promotion does little to assuage the concerns of those who see 
them as a continuation of the same imperialist strategies that have characterized 
U.S. foreign policy for decades. 

For Iran, the implications of NED’s activities are significant. The Iranian 
government views the NED as a direct threat to its sovereignty, perceiving its 
programs as part of a broader effort to weaken the Islamic Republic and promote 
Western values that are at odds with Iran’s political and cultural identity. This 
perception is reinforced by the historical context of U.S. intervention in Iran, 
particularly the 1953 coup, which serves as a constant reminder of the dangers of 
foreign meddling. The notion that NED is simply the latest tool in a long history of 
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U.S. interference contributes to a deep mistrust of any American initiatives in the 
region, regardless of their stated purpose. 

The broader geopolitical implications of NED’s activities are also worth 
considering. The perception that the United States continues to engage in covert 
operations, albeit through different means, fuels anti-American sentiment and 
contributes to the erosion of trust in international relations. It reinforces the view 
that the U.S. is willing to circumvent the sovereignty of other nations to achieve 
its own ends, whether through overt actions like military interventions or more 
subtle methods like the work of organizations like NED. This not only complicates 
U.S. relations with countries like Iran but also undermines the credibility of 
American efforts to promote democracy and human rights globally. 

Moreover, the activities of NED and similar organizations can have destabilizing 
effects on the countries in which they operate. By funding opposition groups, civil 
society organizations, and other entities, NED can inadvertently—or perhaps 
deliberately—exacerbate internal divisions, contribute to political instability, and 
provoke reactions from governments that feel threatened by these external 
influences. In the case of Iran, such activities could lead to increased repression, 
as the government moves to crack down on what it sees as foreign-backed 
subversion. This, in turn, could further alienate the Iranian populace from the 
West and strengthen hardline elements within the country. 

In summary, the Tehran Times article on NED highlights a critical issue in the 
ongoing discourse around U.S. foreign policy and its impact on global geopolitics. 
The portrayal of NED as a successor to CIA covert operations underscores the 
persistent concerns about American interference in the affairs of other nations, 
particularly in regions like the Middle East where such interference has had 
profound and lasting consequences. For Iran, NED represents not just a 
continuation of past grievances but also a contemporary challenge to its 
sovereignty and stability. In this context, the scrutiny of NED’s activities serves as 
a reminder of the complex and often contentious nature of international relations 
in a world where the lines between overt and covert actions, between promotion 
and interference, are increasingly blurred. 
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5. Cultural and Political Synergy: The Tehran Times’ Narrative 

When examined individually, the three stories—the 1953 coup trial, the screening 
of The Conversation, and the article on the National Endowment for Democracy 
(NED)—each highlight different aspects of Iran's fraught relationship with foreign 
powers, particularly the United States. However, when viewed together, these 
stories coalesce into a powerful and cohesive narrative of resistance against 
foreign interference, emphasizing Iran's ongoing struggle to assert its sovereignty 
and independence in the face of external manipulation. 

The Tehran Times, as a state-affiliated media outlet, plays a crucial role in shaping 
this narrative. Through its careful selection and framing of these stories, the 
publication not only informs the public about current events but also fosters a 
sense of collective memory and national identity centered around resistance to 
foreign domination. By placing these three stories on its front page, the Tehran 
Times is crafting a unified message that underscores the persistent threat of 
foreign interference in Iran's affairs and the importance of vigilance and 
resistance in preserving the nation's autonomy. 

1. Creating a Cohesive Narrative: 

• The 1953 coup trial serves as a historical anchor, reminding Iranians of a 
time when foreign powers successfully manipulated their nation's political 
landscape. The trial is a symbolic act of reclaiming that narrative and 
demanding accountability for past wrongs. It sets the stage for the other 
two stories by establishing the theme of resistance against foreign 
interference as a key element of Iran's national identity. 

• The screening of The Conversation at the House of Cinema adds a cultural 
dimension to this narrative. The film's exploration of surveillance and moral 
ambiguity resonates deeply with Iran's own experiences with covert 
operations, both historical and contemporary. By highlighting this 
screening, the Tehran Times draws a parallel between the film's themes 
and Iran's ongoing struggle against foreign manipulation, reinforcing the 
idea that these issues are not just political but also deeply cultural. 

• The article on NED’s activities serves as a bridge between past and present, 
illustrating how the methods of foreign interference have evolved but the 
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underlying threats remain the same. The Tehran Times uses this story to 
connect the historical narrative of the 1953 coup with contemporary 
concerns about U.S. interference, suggesting that organizations like NED 
are simply new tools in an old game. This reinforces the message that Iran 
must remain vigilant against all forms of foreign influence, whether they 
come in the form of overt coups or more subtle efforts to shape its political 
landscape. 

2. Shaping Public Perception: 

• The Tehran Times' role in shaping public perception cannot be overstated. 
As one of Iran's most prominent media outlets, it has the power to 
influence how Iranians understand their nation's history, as well as its 
current challenges. By presenting these stories together, the newspaper is 
not just reporting the news; it is actively participating in the creation of a 
narrative that positions Iran as a victim of foreign aggression and a resilient 
defender of its sovereignty. 

• This narrative of resistance is deeply embedded in the Islamic Republic's 
self-image. From its inception, the regime has positioned itself as a bulwark 
against Western imperialism and a champion of independence and self-
determination. The Tehran Times, through its editorial choices, reinforces 
this narrative by highlighting stories that emphasize Iran's historical 
grievances and contemporary struggles with foreign powers. In doing so, 
the newspaper helps to sustain a sense of national unity and purpose, 
particularly in the face of ongoing tensions with the United States and other 
Western nations. 

3. Fostering National Dialogue: 

• In addition to shaping public perception, the Tehran Times also plays a key 
role in fostering national dialogue on these issues. By bringing these stories 
to the forefront, the newspaper encourages its readers to reflect on the 
implications of foreign interference for Iran's future. This dialogue is not 
just about revisiting the past; it is about understanding how the lessons of 
history can inform current policy and public attitudes. 
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• The inclusion of the screening of The Conversation as part of this narrative 
is particularly significant in this regard. The film's themes of surveillance, 
privacy, and moral ambiguity are not just relevant to Iran's past; they are 
also deeply pertinent to contemporary debates about state power, 
individual rights, and the role of foreign influence in shaping national 
policies. By highlighting this screening, the Tehran Times is inviting its 
readers to engage with these complex issues in a more nuanced and 
reflective way, thereby contributing to a more informed and engaged 
citizenry. 

4. The Broader Implications: 

• The Tehran Times’ narrative has implications beyond Iran's borders. By 
framing these stories in a cohesive and powerful way, the newspaper is also 
sending a message to the international community. It is a reminder that 
Iran views itself as a nation under siege, constantly defending itself against 
foreign plots and interventions. This perspective is crucial for 
understanding Iran's foreign policy and its often confrontational stance 
towards the West. 

• Moreover, this narrative of resistance resonates with other nations that 
have experienced similar histories of foreign intervention and exploitation. 
By highlighting these stories, the Tehran Times is positioning Iran as a 
leader in the global struggle against imperialism and neocolonialism. This 
not only bolsters Iran's image on the international stage but also helps to 
build solidarity with other nations that share similar experiences and 
concerns. 

In conclusion, the Tehran Times' coverage of the 1953 coup trial, the screening of 
The Conversation, and the article on NED is a masterclass in the art of narrative 
construction. By weaving these stories together into a cohesive and powerful 
narrative of resistance against foreign interference, the newspaper is shaping 
public perception, fostering national dialogue, and reinforcing Iran's identity as a 
sovereign nation that has survived and resisted multiple attempts at foreign 
domination. This narrative is not just about the past; it is a call to remain vigilant 
in the present and to defend Iran's independence and sovereignty in the face of 
ongoing challenges. Through its editorial choices, the Tehran Times is not just 
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reporting on events; it is actively participating in the creation of a national 
narrative that defines how Iranians see themselves and their place in the world. 

 

6. Conclusion 

The recent coverage by the Tehran Times, focusing on the 1953 coup trial, the 
screening of The Conversation, and the article on the National Endowment for 
Democracy (NED), serves as a poignant reminder of the deep and enduring impact 
of foreign interference on Iran's national consciousness. By revisiting these 
historical and contemporary issues, the newspaper is not only highlighting the 
persistent challenges that Iran faces but also reinforcing the narrative of 
resistance that has become central to the nation’s identity. 

The trial addressing the 1953 U.S.-orchestrated coup against Prime Minister 
Mohammad Mosaddegh is a powerful act of historical reckoning. It symbolizes 
Iran's determination to hold accountable those who have undermined its 
sovereignty and serves as a reminder of the long-lasting consequences of foreign 
intervention. The trial is not just a legal proceeding; it is a symbolic gesture that 
reasserts Iran’s right to self-determination and challenges the narrative that 
foreign powers can act with impunity in the affairs of sovereign nations. 

The screening of Francis Ford Coppola’s The Conversation adds a cultural 
dimension to this narrative, illustrating how art and cinema can reflect and 
resonate with the political realities of a nation. The film’s exploration of 
surveillance, privacy, and moral ambiguity mirrors Iran’s own experiences with 
covert operations and foreign manipulation, both past and present. By 
showcasing this film, the Tehran Times and the House of Cinema are encouraging 
a deeper reflection on the ethical implications of surveillance and the ongoing 
impact of such actions on national and individual sovereignty. 

The article on the National Endowment for Democracy (NED) further underscores 
the continuity of foreign interference in Iran’s affairs. It suggests that while the 
methods may have evolved, the underlying threat remains the same. The 
portrayal of NED as a successor to CIA covert activities reinforces the idea that 
Iran must remain vigilant against new forms of foreign influence, which continue 
to challenge its sovereignty and stability. This perspective aligns with the broader 
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narrative of resistance, emphasizing that the struggle against foreign domination 
is an ongoing battle that requires constant awareness and resilience. 

Together, these stories create a cohesive narrative that not only revisits the past 
but also speaks to the present and future of Iran’s relationship with foreign 
powers. The Tehran Times, through its coverage, is shaping public perception and 
fostering a national dialogue that underscores the importance of historical 
memory, cultural reflection, and political vigilance. This narrative of resistance is 
not just about confronting past wrongs; it is about preparing for the future and 
ensuring that Iran remains a sovereign nation, free from external manipulation. 

Looking ahead, the implications of this narrative for Iran’s future are profound. As 
the nation continues to navigate its complex relationship with foreign powers, 
particularly the United States, it is clear that the lessons of history will play a 
crucial role in shaping its approach. The trial, the film screening, and the 
discussion of NED all serve as reminders that Iran’s struggle for sovereignty is 
ongoing, and that the nation must remain steadfast in its efforts to protect its 
independence. 

For Iran, this narrative of resistance also serves as a unifying force, helping to 
solidify a national identity that is rooted in the defense of sovereignty and the 
rejection of foreign domination. It is a narrative that resonates not only within 
Iran but also with other nations that have experienced similar histories of 
interference and exploitation. By embracing this narrative, Iran positions itself as 
a leader in the global struggle against imperialism and neocolonialism, further 
solidifying its place on the international stage. 

In conclusion, the Tehran Times’ coverage of these issues is more than just 
journalism; it is a deliberate and strategic effort to shape the national 
consciousness and prepare Iran for the challenges that lie ahead. By revisiting 
these historical and contemporary issues, the newspaper is reinforcing a narrative 
of resistance that is central to Iran’s identity and future. As Iran continues to 
assert its sovereignty and navigate its relationship with foreign powers, this 
narrative will undoubtedly play a key role in guiding the nation’s path forward. 
The stories of the past, the reflections of the present, and the vigilance for the 
future are all intertwined in this powerful narrative of resistance, which will 
continue to define Iran’s place in the world. 
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