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The promulgation of Pope Leo XIV’s encyclical Magnifica Humanitas in May 2026 marks a 
watershed moment in the evolution of Catholic social teaching. Arriving precisely 135 years 
after Rerum Novarum addressed the upheavals of the Industrial Revolution, this document 
confronts the existential and material disruptions of the algorithmic age. Far from a narrow 
critique of artificial intelligence as a neutral tool, Magnifica Humanitas diagnoses the current 
technological paradigm as a novel form of transnational empire. Unprecedented corporate 
power, unchecked by democratic oversight, now dictates the terms of global labor, warfare, and 
public truth. This paper provides a comprehensive analysis of the encyclical’s central theological 
and political arguments. It explores the document’s vigorous defense of intrinsic human dignity 
against the reductive frameworks of scientism and transhumanism. Furthermore, it examines 
the hidden chains of exploitation sustaining the digital economy, the moral crisis of autonomous 
weaponry, and the urgent necessity of reclaiming objective truth from algorithmic 
manipulation. Ultimately, this study unpacks the encyclical's framework for resisting 
technological totalitarianism, arguing that Magnifica Humanitas offers a vital ethical blueprint 
for subverting the algorithmic empire and constructing a civilization rooted in human agency 
and moral solidarity. 
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1. Introduction: The Advent of the Algorithmic Age 

The dawn of the twenty-first century witnessed a technological acceleration unprecedented in 
human history, culminating in what can now be definitively termed the algorithmic age. This era 
is characterized not merely by the advent of faster computing or advanced digital conveniences, 
but by a fundamental restructuring of global power, labor, and human self-understanding. 
Recognizing the profound moral and material stakes of this transformation, Pope Leo XIV 
promulgated the encyclical Magnifica Humanitas on May 25, 2026. Released exactly one 
hundred and thirty-five years after Pope Leo XIII issued Rerum Novarum, which addressed the 
tectonic societal shifts brought about by the Industrial Revolution, Magnifica Humanitas serves 
as the Catholic Church’s authoritative response to the digital revolution. Where Rerum Novarum 
confronted the exploitation of the industrial working class and the excesses of unbridled 
capitalism, Magnifica Humanitas addresses a far more insidious and pervasive threat: the 
subjugation of the human person to algorithmic systems and the rise of a new transnational 
empire governed by data. 

The concept of empire has historically evoked images of territorial conquest, military 
subjugation, and the extraction of physical wealth. In the algorithmic age, however, the 
mechanisms of empire have evolved. As diagnosed in Magnifica Humanitas, the contemporary 
imperial project is led not by sovereign nation-states, but by a highly concentrated oligopoly of 
transnational technology corporations. These entities wield computational infrastructures that 
intermediate human communication, govern economic exchange, and increasingly direct 
physical warfare. Their dominion extends beyond geographic borders, establishing a digital 
sovereignty that often supersedes the authority of democratic governments. This 
unprecedented concentration of power operates behind an illusion of frictionless neutrality, 
masking its deeply political and highly determinative nature. Pope Leo XIV identifies this 
dynamic as the algorithmic empire, a system that prioritizes efficiency, predictive control, and 
the maximization of profit over human flourishing and the common good. 

At the heart of this imperial project lies a profound anthropological crisis. The algorithmic 
empire is sustained by ideological frameworks, primarily scientism and transhumanism, which 
fundamentally redefine what it means to be human. These ideologies promote a reductive 
vision of the human person as a highly complex yet ultimately hackable biological machine, 
entirely quantifiable and optimizable through technological intervention. Magnifica Humanitas 
forcefully rejects this data-driven reductionism. The encyclical reasserts the orthodox Christian 
understanding of human dignity, arguing that human beings possess an intrinsic moral agency, 
spiritual depth, and an inviolable interior life that cannot be replicated by artificial intelligence, 
captured by data harvesting, or outsourced to automated decision-making processes. 
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Furthermore, the encyclical pierces the rhetorical veil of the digital economy. The terminology 
of the algorithmic age, replete with metaphors of ethereal clouds and immaterial intelligence, 
obscures the immense material toll of these technologies. Magnifica Humanitas demands a 
rigorous accounting of the hidden chains of exploitation that sustain artificial intelligence. This 
includes the devastating ecological impact of resource extraction required for hardware 
manufacturing, the staggering energy and water consumption of massive data centers, and the 
vast, invisible army of precarious laborers tasked with training and moderating algorithmic 
systems. By bringing these material realities to light, Pope Leo XIV bridges the theological and 
the socioeconomic, demonstrating that the spiritual degradation of reducing humans to data is 
intimately linked to the physical degradation of the earth and the exploitation of marginalized 
populations. 

This paper provides a comprehensive, sequential analysis of Magnifica Humanitas and its 
intervention into the algorithmic age. It proceeds by contextualizing the document within the 
broader tradition of Catholic social teaching, drawing explicit parallels to historical responses to 
industrialization. It then explores the encyclical’s robust defense of theological anthropology 
against the ascendant philosophies of our time. Subsequent sections detail the geopolitical and 
economic dimensions of the document, analyzing its critique of corporate sovereignty, the 
material realities of the digital ecosystem, and the escalating crisis of labor automation. The 
paper also examines the dire ethical warnings issued regarding autonomous warfare and the 
epistemic threats posed by algorithmic manipulation to democratic societies. Ultimately, this 
analysis seeks to demonstrate that Magnifica Humanitas is not a rejection of technology, but a 
prophetic call to dismantle the algorithmic empire and replace it with a civilization rooted in 
global solidarity, human dignity, and authentic freedom. 

 

2. Historical Context: From Rerum Novarum to Magnifica Humanitas 

To fully grasp the magnitude of Magnifica Humanitas, one must first locate it within the 
historical continuum of Catholic social teaching. The Catholic Church does not issue encyclicals 
of this scale in a vacuum; rather, they are historically contingent interventions designed to apply 
enduring theological principles to unprecedented social crises. The timing of Pope Leo XIV’s 
promulgation, arriving exactly one hundred and thirty-five years after Pope Leo XIII’s landmark 
document on capital and labor, is not merely symbolic. It operates as a deliberate hermeneutical 
key. It signals that the Church views the contemporary transition into the algorithmic age as an 
epochal shift equal in magnitude, disruption, and moral peril to the dawn of the Industrial 
Revolution. Both eras share a common thematic core: the rapid deployment of transformative 
technologies that drastically outpace existing ethical and regulatory frameworks. This mismatch 
inevitably leads to the immense concentration of wealth and power, the structural exploitation 
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of vulnerable labor forces, and the profound disorientation of the human person within the 
broader economic and political order. 

2.1. The Legacy of Rerum Novarum 

When Pope Leo XIII issued Rerum Novarum in 1891, the social fabric of the global order was 
being violently rewoven by the realities of industrialization. The mechanized factory system had 
upended traditional agrarian economies and craft guilds, drawing millions into rapidly 
expanding urban centers. In these new industrial hubs, laborers faced brutal working 
conditions, deeply inadequate wages, and a severe loss of personal autonomy. The prevailing 
economic and political philosophies of the late nineteenth century offered a stark, polarized 
choice. On one side stood the ruthless exploitation of unbridled laissez-faire capitalism, which 
viewed labor merely as a mechanistic commodity subject to the laws of supply and demand. On 
the other side rose the tide of Marxist socialism, which, in its attempt to rectify class struggle, 
threatened to abolish private property, suppress religious freedom, and usurp the natural 
structure of the family by centralizing all authority within the state. 

Rerum Novarum charted a radical, unprecedented third path. It forcefully asserted the inherent, 
God-given dignity of the worker, demanding a living wage, reasonable working hours, and the 
fundamental right of workers to form associations or unions to defend their collective interests. 
Crucially, Rerum Novarum established the foundational principle that the economy exists to 
serve the human person, not the other way around. It rejected the deterministic view of market 
forces, insisting that economic systems are subject to moral law and must be intentionally 
ordered toward the common good. The genius of Leo XIII’s intervention was its absolute refusal 
to accept the commodification of human life as an inevitable, tragic byproduct of technological 
and economic progress. This foundational defense of human dignity amidst systemic 
transformation set a lasting precedent that would guide the Church’s social engagement for the 
next century, establishing the very conceptual vocabulary with which subsequent pontiffs would 
address emerging global crises. 

2.2. Catholic Social Teaching in the 21st Century 

Over the ensuing decades, the tradition inaugurated by Rerum Novarum continuously evolved 
to meet the shifting contours of the modern world. Subsequent social encyclicals addressed the 
economic devastation of the Great Depression, the necessary reconstruction of the post-war 
international order, the perilous nuclear dynamics of the Cold War, and the accelerating, often 
destabilizing forces of financial globalization. In the early twenty-first century, the tradition 
expanded further to confront the ecological crisis, recognizing that the degradation of the 
natural environment and the systemic exploitation of the global poor are deeply interconnected 
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symptoms of a singular technocratic paradigm that views all of creation as raw material for 
extraction. 

However, as the twenty-first century progressed, it became increasingly evident that a new, 
unaddressed frontier had opened. The rapid maturation of artificial intelligence, planetary-scale 
cloud computing, and algorithmic governance introduced novel, existential threats to human 
dignity that could not be fully captured or remedied by twentieth-century frameworks. The 
algorithmic age presented profound challenges not merely to the material conditions of labor or 
the physical distribution of wealth, but to the very nature of human agency, cognitive freedom, 
and societal truth. 

Magnifica Humanitas represents the necessary, urgent adaptation of Catholic social teaching to 
this new digital reality. By drawing upon the enduring principles of solidarity, subsidiarity, and 
the preferential option for the vulnerable, Pope Leo XIV brings the full, historical weight of the 
Church’s moral tradition to bear on the tech oligarchies of the present day. The encyclical 
demonstrates that the Church’s social doctrine is not a static archive of historical documents, 
but a dynamic, living tradition capable of diagnosing and aggressively challenging the 
sophisticated mechanics of contemporary exploitation. In doing so, Magnifica Humanitas 
secures its place as the foundational text for moral theology in the digital era, seamlessly 
translating the protective spirit of Rerum Novarum to confront the invisible, pervasive 
algorithms that now increasingly dictate the terms of modern human existence. 

 

3. Theological Anthropology: Defending Dignity Against Scientism 

At the very core of Magnifica Humanitas lies a profound defense of theological anthropology 
against the encroaching paradigm of scientism. Pope Leo XIV recognizes that the crisis of the 
algorithmic age is not merely technological or economic, but fundamentally anthropological. It 
is a crisis concerning the definition of what it means to be a human being. The dominant 
philosophical undercurrent of the digital revolution is deeply rooted in scientism, an ideology 
that asserts that the methods of the natural sciences are the only reliable source of truth, and 
that all phenomena, including human consciousness, emotion, and morality, can ultimately be 
reduced to quantifiable, measurable data. Within this framework, a human life is viewed not as 
a sacred mystery, but as a complex biological algorithm, a series of inputs and outputs that can 
be mapped, predicted, and optimized. Magnifica Humanitas identifies this reductionist ideology 
as an existential threat to human dignity, arguing that it strips the human person of their 
spiritual dimension and paves the way for profound manipulation and control. By asserting that 
the human person is essentially a mystery created in the image and likeness of God, the 
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encyclical establishes a firm ontological boundary against the totalitarian impulses of the data-
driven worldview. 

3.1. The Irreducibility of the Human Person 

The encyclical begins its anthropological defense by forcefully reasserting the irreducibility of 
the human person. In the logic of the algorithmic empire, individuals are routinely parsed into 
thousands of discrete data points, their preferences, fears, relationships, and movements 
tracked and categorized to feed vast predictive models. This process of datafication inherently 
assumes that a person can be fully understood, and therefore managed, by assembling a 
comprehensive digital twin. Pope Leo XIV dismantles this assumption, arguing that the sum of a 
person’s data can never equate to the totality of their being. The Catholic tradition insists that 
humans possess an immortal soul, an interior life, and a capacity for the transcendent that 
eludes any form of algorithmic capture. 

Magnifica Humanitas emphasizes that human dignity is intrinsic, bestowed by the Creator, and 
not contingent upon utility, efficiency, or digital legibility. When institutions and corporations 
begin to treat individuals merely as nodes in a network or as raw material for behavioral 
extraction, they commit a grave offense against this dignity. The document warns against the 
creeping tendency to allow algorithmic assessments to determine human worth, whether in the 
context of employment algorithms, credit scoring, or predictive policing. These systems, the 
Pope argues, are inherently blind to grace, suffering, repentance, and the complex, 
unquantifiable realities of the human heart. To reduce a human being to a profile is to commit 
an act of ontological violence, erasing the unique, irreplaceable mystery of the individual in 
favor of a flattened, statistical approximation. Therefore, the encyclical calls for an absolute 
reaffirmation of the person as a holistic, integrated subject who must always remain the end, 
and never merely the means, of technological development. 

3.2. Moral Agency Versus Algorithmic Determinism 

The second pillar of the encyclical’s anthropological defense centers on the preservation of 
moral agency in the face of algorithmic determinism. Artificial intelligence systems operate 
primarily by identifying patterns in historical data and projecting those patterns into the future. 
This underlying logic is inherently deterministic; it assumes that the past is prologue and that 
human behavior will inevitably conform to statistical probabilities. Pope Leo XIV notes that as 
human beings increasingly delegate decision-making processes to these predictive systems, 
society risks adopting a deterministic posture that fundamentally undermines the concept of 
free will. 

Catholic moral theology relies entirely upon the reality of free will and the capacity of the 
human person to make genuine choices. It is precisely this freedom that allows for moral 
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responsibility, virtue, and the possibility of conversion. The algorithmic empire, by contrast, 
seeks to preempt choice by nudging, predicting, and heavily curating the options available to 
individuals. Magnifica Humanitas warns that as people become accustomed to having their 
desires anticipated and their decisions guided by seemingly omniscient algorithms, a profound 
erosion of moral musculature occurs. The space for genuine deliberation, ethical struggle, and 
spontaneous acts of conscience is systematically narrowed. 

Furthermore, the Pope highlights the theological importance of grace and transformation, 
concepts that are entirely alien to the logic of machine learning. An algorithm cannot compute 
the possibility of a sudden change of heart, a radical act of forgiveness, or a departure from past 
behavioral patterns. By locking individuals into predictive models based on their prior actions, 
algorithmic systems can trap people in a perpetual past, denying them the freedom to change 
and grow. Magnifica Humanitas insists that humanity must actively resist this subtle form of 
subjugation, maintaining the primacy of human judgment and safeguarding the sacred space of 
moral agency where the human spirit interacts with divine grace. We must not allow the 
predictive capabilities of machines to foreclose the unscripted, transformative possibilities of 
human freedom. 

 

4. The Critique of Transhumanism: Humanity Beyond Data 

Building upon its robust defense of theological anthropology, Magnifica Humanitas directs a 
fierce and sustained critique at transhumanism, identifying it as the ideological vanguard of the 
algorithmic empire. Where scientism reduces the human person to quantifiable data, 
transhumanism takes the perilous subsequent step of proposing that this biological data is 
inherently flawed and requires radical, technological overcoming. The transhumanist movement 
posits that the human condition is merely a transitional phase of evolutionary history, one that 
can and should be transcended through the integration of human biology with artificial 
intelligence, cybernetics, and genetic engineering. Pope Leo XIV frames this movement not as a 
frontier of scientific progress, but as a profound spiritual heresy. It is an ideology that 
fundamentally rejects the goodness of the created order and seeks to usurp the divine 
prerogative of salvation, substituting the eschatological hope of the resurrection with the sterile 
promise of digital immortality. The encyclical argues that transhumanism represents the 
ultimate expression of technocratic alienation, systematically stripping humanity of its 
incarnational reality. 

4.1. The Transhumanist Illusion of Mastery 

The encyclical systematically dismantles the transhumanist illusion of ultimate mastery over the 
human condition. At the core of the transhumanist project is the belief that aging, suffering, and 
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ultimately death are not existential realities imbued with spiritual significance, but merely 
technical glitches waiting to be patched by engineering solutions. Pope Leo XIV likens this 
ambition to a modern iteration of the Tower of Babel, a project born of immense hubris 
wherein humanity attempts to construct its own salvation through the sheer force of 
technological accumulation. This pursuit of limitless biological enhancement and the fantasy of 
uploading consciousness into the cloud represent a desperate, misguided attempt to escape the 
inherent vulnerabilities of creaturely existence. 

Magnifica Humanitas argues that this illusion of mastery is deeply destructive on both an 
individual and societal level. When the elimination of suffering and the extension of life become 
absolute imperatives driven by commercial technology, the parameters of what constitutes a 
valuable human life are severely distorted. The encyclical warns that the transhumanist 
paradigm inevitably creates a new, terrifying hierarchy of human worth. In a world where 
cognitive and physical enhancements are available only to the hyper-wealthy elite of the 
algorithmic empire, the unenhanced biological human is swiftly relegated to a subaltern class, 
viewed as obsolete, inefficient, and burdensome. Furthermore, the Pope asserts that the 
relentless drive to eradicate all physical limitation blinds humanity to the profound moral and 
spiritual growth that often arises precisely through the crucible of vulnerability, dependence, 
and the acceptance of our finite nature. The illusion of technological mastery does not liberate 
the human spirit; rather, it ensnares it in a perpetual, agonizing flight from its own reality. 

4.2. Biological Reality and Spiritual Depth 

In direct opposition to the transhumanist view of the human body as disposable hardware or a 
mere vessel for a data-driven mind, Magnifica Humanitas reasserts a deeply incarnational 
theology of biological reality. Drawing upon the historic Catholic understanding of the human 
person as a unified whole of body and soul, Pope Leo XIV insists that our physical, embodied 
nature is not an obstacle to be overcome, but the very medium through which we encounter 
God, the world, and one another. The incarnation of Christ, the Pope notes, forever elevated 
and sanctified human biology. To view the flesh as a limitation to be hacked and discarded is to 
reject the fundamental structure of creation and the specific manner in which divine love was 
made manifest in human history. 

The encyclical emphasizes that our spiritual depth is inextricably bound to our biological reality. 
The capacity for empathy, the experience of physical touch, the reality of fatigue, and the 
shared burden of mortality are the foundational elements of human solidarity. When 
transhumanism proposes to edit out these vulnerabilities, it inadvertently threatens to edit out 
the very conditions that make love, compassion, and sacrifice possible. Magnifica Humanitas 
warns that a consciousness supposedly uploaded to a server, severed from the hormone-driven, 
sensory, and spatially limited realities of the body, would cease to be human in any meaningful 
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sense. It would be a static archive of memories, incapable of the dynamic, relational growth 
that defines the human soul. Therefore, the Pope calls for a radical re-embrace of 
creatureliness. By accepting the limits of our biological reality, humanity can turn away from the 
exhausting, narcissistic pursuit of technological self-deification and instead cultivate the 
profound spiritual depth that arises from mutual dependence, authentic communion, and the 
humble recognition of our shared, fragile existence. 

 

5. The New Transnational Order: Tech Corporations as Sovereign Empires 

The technological shifts defining the algorithmic age have precipitated a profound realignment 
of global power structures. The encyclical asserts that we are no longer merely dealing with 
large multinational businesses; rather, we are witnessing the emergence of a new transnational 
order. In this paradigm, a handful of elite technology corporations function with the authority, 
reach, and infrastructural dominance traditionally reserved for sovereign empires. The text 
warns that the immense wealth and computational resources amassed by these entities allow 
them to act as independent geopolitical actors. They dictate the terms of digital 
communication, control the flow of global commerce, and increasingly shape public discourse, 
all while operating largely outside the traditional frameworks of international law and 
democratic accountability. 

5.1. The Concentration of Unchecked Power 

The encyclical directs a pointed critique at the staggering concentration of unchecked power 
held by a small technological elite. Unlike the monopolies of the industrial era, which primarily 
controlled physical resources or manufacturing, the monopolies of the algorithmic age control 
the very infrastructure of human knowledge and interaction. This concentration of cognitive and 
economic power is unprecedented in human history. The document notes that these corporate 
entities possess predictive capabilities and surveillance apparatuses that far exceed those of 
nation-states. 

It is emphasized that this power is not neutral. The algorithms deployed by these corporations 
reflect the cultural assumptions, biases, and economic imperatives of their creators. By 
designing the platforms through which billions of people consume news, form relationships, and 
conduct business, these corporations exert a subtle but pervasive control over human behavior. 
The encyclical warns that when such immense power is concentrated in the hands of a few 
private actors, driven primarily by the motive of profit maximization, the common good is 
inevitably compromised. The human person is reduced to a user, a data point, or a tool of an 
algorithmic order, stripped of intrinsic dignity and treated merely as a means to corporate ends.  
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5.2. The Erosion of Democratic Sovereignty 

As these technology corporations consolidate their imperial reach, the text observes a 
corresponding erosion of democratic sovereignty. Historically, democratic governments have 
held the mandate to protect their citizens, regulate commerce, and ensure a just social order. 
However, the encyclical argues that the speed and complexity of artificial intelligence 
development have systematically outpaced the capacity of traditional political institutions to 
respond effectively. These transnational tech empires often operate across borders in a state of 
regulatory arbitrage, exploiting legal loopholes and avoiding civic responsibilities. 

It is pointed out that when essential civic infrastructure, from public forums to electoral 
information systems, is privately owned and algorithmically managed, the foundational 
mechanisms of democracy are deeply compromised. The encyclical suggests that true political 
authority is being usurped by an algorithmic order that answers to shareholders rather than 
citizens. Consequently, there is a call for a radical re-evaluation of this power dynamic, insisting 
that technological development must be subjected to rigorous democratic oversight. The 
document demands that these corporate empires be held accountable, not merely through 
voluntary ethical guidelines, but through binding international regulations designed to protect 
the human person and restore the sovereignty of the common good. 

 

6. The Hidden Chain of Exploitation: Material Realities of the Cloud 

A central ideological triumph of the algorithmic empire is its successful obfuscation of its own 
physical footprint. The dominant lexicon of the digital age relies heavily on metaphors of 
weightlessness and immateriality; data is stored in the "cloud," communication occurs over a 
"wireless" ether, and artificial intelligence is often presented as a disembodied, almost magical 
cognitive force. Magnifica Humanitas aggressively pierces this epistemological illusion. Pope Leo 
XIV asserts that the digital economy is, in fact, intensely material, anchored by a vast, sprawling, 
and frequently brutal physical infrastructure. The encyclical demands a rigorous moral 
accounting of the entire supply chain that makes artificial intelligence possible, arguing that the 
pristine user interfaces enjoyed by the affluent are subsidized by a hidden chain of exploitation 
that systematically degrades both the natural environment and the global poor. By exposing this 
hidden reality, the document forces a confrontation with the true, unvarnished cost of 
algorithmic convenience. 

6.1. Ecological Devastation and Resource Extraction 

The encyclical first turns its attention to the severe ecological toll of the algorithmic empire, 
framing the unchecked expansion of artificial intelligence as a direct assault on the integrity of 
creation. The physical architecture of the internet—the massive data centers, the subterranean 
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oceanic cables, and the endless iteration of consumer hardware—requires an astonishing 
volume of natural resources. Pope Leo XIV draws specific attention to the aggressive mining of 
rare earth minerals, such as cobalt and lithium, which are essential for semiconductor 
manufacturing and battery storage. These extraction processes, frequently located in the Global 
South, are routinely characterized by catastrophic environmental degradation, the poisoning of 
local water tables, and the displacement of indigenous populations. The encyclical identifies this 
dynamic as a continuation of historical colonial extraction, wherein the resources of the 
periphery are plundered to fuel the technological supremacy of the imperial center. 

Furthermore, Magnifica Humanitas issues a stark warning regarding the staggering energy 
consumption inherent to artificial intelligence. The computational power required to train and 
maintain sophisticated algorithmic models, particularly large language models and generative 
networks, demands monumental inputs of electricity and water for cooling server farms. The 
Pope notes the profound injustice that occurs when multinational technology corporations build 
immense data centers in regions already suffering from resource scarcity, effectively prioritizing 
the cooling of machines over the hydration and energy needs of local human communities. The 
document argues that a technological paradigm that accelerates the exhaustion of the earth’s 
finite resources under the guise of progress is fundamentally irrational and morally bankrupt. 
True innovation, the encyclical insists, must be strictly tethered to the principles of ecological 
sustainability and the responsible stewardship of our common home. 

6.2. The Invisible Labor Force of the AI Economy 

Moving from the exploitation of the earth to the exploitation of the human person, the 
encyclical systematically exposes the invisible labor force that sustains the illusion of 
autonomous machine intelligence. The algorithmic empire promotes a narrative of seamless 
automation, yet beneath the surface of every sophisticated artificial intelligence system lies an 
army of hidden, precarious human workers. Pope Leo XIV highlights the millions of individuals, 
primarily situated in developing nations or marginalized communities, who are contracted to 
perform the repetitive, poorly compensated task of data annotation. These workers manually 
label images, transcribe audio, and categorize text, effectively teaching the algorithms how to 
interpret the world. They are the unacknowledged pedagogues of the machine age, yet they are 
systematically denied the dignity, job security, and living wages that Catholic social teaching 
demands for all labor. 

The encyclical reserves its most severe condemnation for the psychological exploitation of 
content moderators. In order to ensure that artificial intelligence systems and social media 
platforms do not generate or amplify abhorrent material, corporations employ a massive 
underclass of workers tasked with viewing and filtering the most toxic, violent, and depraved 
content produced by humanity. Magnifica Humanitas identifies this as a profound violation of 
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human dignity. These workers are forced to act as the psychological shock absorbers for the 
algorithmic empire, routinely suffering from deep trauma and post-traumatic stress so that the 
digital experiences of users in wealthier nations remain sanitized. Pope Leo XIV argues that this 
hidden supply chain mimics the darkest dynamics of historical empires, where the grueling, 
hazardous labor necessary to sustain the system is intentionally pushed out of sight and 
offloaded onto a subaltern class. The document unequivocally demands that the true cost of 
artificial intelligence must include the moral and material restitution of this invisible workforce, 
asserting that no technological advancement can be considered genuinely good if it relies upon 
the structural degradation of human beings. 

 

7. The Dignity of Labor in the Age of Automation 

The disruption of the algorithmic age extends far beyond the hidden infrastructure of the digital 
economy; it strikes directly at the visible, everyday reality of human employment. Throughout 
the history of Catholic social teaching, from Rerum Novarum to Laborem Exercens, the Church 
has consistently placed the question of human labor at the very center of its social doctrine. 
Magnifica Humanitas fiercely maintains this tradition, addressing the profound crisis triggered 
by the rapid, AI-driven automation of the modern workforce. However, Pope Leo XIV observes 
that the current wave of technological displacement is fundamentally different from the 
mechanization of the industrial era. While earlier machines replaced physical exertion, artificial 
intelligence increasingly replaces cognitive, administrative, and even creative human faculties. 
This shift threatens to render vast swaths of the global population economically obsolete. The 
encyclical refuses to accept this obsolescence as an inevitable byproduct of progress, instead 
framing the defense of human labor as a critical theological and moral imperative in the face of 
an algorithmic empire that values frictionless efficiency above human flourishing. 

7.1. Work as Vocation and Co-Creation 

To understand the severity of the encyclical’s warning regarding automation, one must first 
understand its theological elevation of work. Magnifica Humanitas firmly rejects the reductive 
secular view that work is merely a transactional burden endured for the sake of financial 
survival. Instead, drawing upon a rich theological heritage, Pope Leo XIV articulates a vision of 
work as a profound vocation and a vital expression of human dignity. Through labor, human 
beings actively participate in the ongoing act of divine creation. Whether tilling the earth, 
constructing infrastructure, teaching a child, or composing a symphony, work allows the 
individual to cultivate their inherent talents, contribute to the common good, and realize their 
own humanity. 
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When artificial intelligence systems are deployed to replace human labor across not just manual 
but intellectual and creative domains, the encyclical argues that a profound anthropological 
crisis ensues. If algorithms compose our literature, diagnose our illnesses, write our legal briefs, 
and manage our logistics, the human person is increasingly relegated to the role of a passive 
consumer or a redundant bystander in the theater of life. The Pope warns that this stripping 
away of vocation leads to a devastating loss of purpose, community, and self-worth. Work 
provides a necessary structure for human development and social cohesion. To sever the 
human person from the act of meaningful labor is to inflict a deep spiritual wound, creating a 
society characterized by alienation, despair, and a profound crisis of meaning. Magnifica 
Humanitas insists that the capacity to work is a fundamental human right that must be fiercely 
protected against the encroachment of algorithmic substitution. 

7.2. Systemic Job Displacement and the Profit Motive 

Having established the theological necessity of work, the encyclical turns a highly critical eye 
toward the economic drivers of mass automation. Pope Leo XIV dismantles the prevailing 
corporate narrative which insists that artificial intelligence will organically generate a sufficient 
number of new, superior jobs to replace those it destroys. The text characterizes this optimistic 
determinism as a self-serving illusion propagated by the architects of the algorithmic empire. 
The reality, as diagnosed by the encyclical, is a deliberate, systemic strategy of labor 
displacement driven almost entirely by the relentless pursuit of maximized profit and 
shareholder value. 

Capital inherently seeks to liberate itself from the complexities, costs, and rights associated with 
human labor. Artificial intelligence presents the ultimate mechanism for this liberation, offering 
continuous productivity without the need for living wages, healthcare, rest, or the right to 
collective bargaining. Magnifica Humanitas condemns this dynamic, arguing that an economic 
system that structurally pits human livelihoods against machine efficiency is inherently unjust. 
The encyclical notes that the wealth generated by this massive increase in automated 
productivity is not being broadly shared, but is instead violently concentrated within the 
uppermost echelons of the tech oligarchy, severely exacerbating global inequality. The Pope 
issues a severe rebuke to corporate leaders and policymakers who treat systemic 
unemployment as an acceptable casualty of technological advancement. The document 
demands a radical restructuring of economic priorities, insisting that capital must serve labor, 
not the reverse. It calls for economic policies, tax structures, and labor protections that actively 
disincentivize the wholesale replacement of human workers and ensure that the immense 
wealth generated by artificial intelligence is distributed equitably to support the common good 
and guarantee the material security of all. 
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8. Disarming AI: The Moral Crisis of Autonomous Warfare 

The expansion of the algorithmic empire is perhaps nowhere more terrifying than in its rapid 
integration into the machinery of global warfare. If the deployment of artificial intelligence in 
the economic sphere threatens human livelihood, its militarization directly threatens human 
life. Throughout its history, the Catholic Church has rigorously engaged with the ethics of 
conflict through the tradition of Just War theory, seeking to impose strict moral limitations on 
the use of lethal force. Magnifica Humanitas applies this tradition to the realities of the twenty-
first century battlefield, confronting the chilling advent of lethal autonomous weapons systems 
and the integration of artificial intelligence into military command structures. Pope Leo XIV 
identifies the militarization of the algorithmic empire as a grave and immediate threat to global 
security, arguing that delegating the power to kill to a machine represents a catastrophic 
rupture in the moral fabric of humanity. The encyclical calls for a definitive, international 
disarmament of autonomous weapons, insisting that the fundamental dignity of human life 
requires that decisions of life and death remain strictly within the domain of human moral 
agency. 

8.1. The Distance of Algorithmic Violence 

The encyclical begins its critique of algorithmic warfare by examining the profound 
psychological and moral distance it introduces into the act of killing. Historically, the use of force 
required physical proximity, forcing combatants to confront the immediate, visceral reality of 
the violence they were inflicting. Over the past century, technological advancements from 
artillery to aerial bombardment have steadily increased the physical distance between the 
attacker and the victim, simultaneously increasing the moral detachment of the combatant. 
Pope Leo XIV observes that artificial intelligence pushes this trajectory to its absolute limit, 
creating not just a physical distance, but a profound cognitive and moral chasm. 

When warfare is managed by algorithms, human beings are reduced to mere data points, heat 
signatures, or pixelated anomalies on a screen. The encyclical warns that this digital mediation 
sterilizes the reality of war. It strips the enemy of their human visage, turning the grave act of 
taking a human life into a frictionless exercise in data processing or a gamified interface devoid 
of moral gravity. Magnifica Humanitas argues that this extreme distancing systematically erodes 
the natural human aversion to causing harm. Furthermore, the speed at which artificial 
intelligence systems operate fundamentally outpaces human cognition, creating a paradigm 
where vast swarms of autonomous drones or automated missile systems can initiate and 
escalate conflicts in a matter of seconds, long before human operators can intervene or 
comprehend the unfolding devastation. This compression of time and space, the Pope argues, 
eliminates the crucial pause necessary for human reflection, diplomacy, and the potential de-
escalation of violence. 
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8.2. The Prohibition of Outsourcing Life and Death 

Building upon this critique of moral distancing, Magnifica Humanitas draws a firm, inviolable 
ethical line: the absolute prohibition of outsourcing decisions of life and death to non-human 
entities. The principles of Just War theory, specifically the criteria of distinction and 
proportionality, require constant, nuanced moral judgment. A combatant must be able to 
distinguish between a soldier and a civilian, and must continually assess whether the force 
being applied is proportionate to the military objective. Pope Leo XIV forcefully asserts that an 
algorithm, no matter how mathematically sophisticated or technically advanced, is entirely 
incapable of making these moral calculations. 

An artificial intelligence possesses no conscience, no capacity for empathy, and no 
understanding of the sacredness of human life. It operates strictly upon pre-programmed 
parameters and statistical probabilities. The encyclical argues that a machine cannot exercise 
the virtue of prudence, nor can it experience the profound hesitation or sudden flash of mercy 
that has, throughout history, occasionally halted the hand of a human soldier. To delegate the 
authority to kill to an algorithm is to strip the victim of their right to be judged by a moral agent. 
It is the ultimate reduction of the human person to an object, subjected to the cold, 
deterministic logic of a weaponized machine. Magnifica Humanitas declares this dynamic to be 
intrinsically evil. The document demands that human beings must never abdicate their moral 
responsibility for violence. Even in the tragic extremity of war, the chain of command must 
remain fully human, ensuring that every lethal action is tethered to a human conscience that 
can be held morally and legally accountable. 

 

9. Epistemic Threats: Deepfakes, Truth, and the Survival of Democracy 

The algorithmic empire's influence extends deeply into the epistemological foundations of 
human society, profoundly disrupting how truth is generated, perceived, and shared. Magnifica 
Humanitas identifies the current technological landscape as a breeding ground for severe 
epistemic threats, where the very concept of objective reality is under relentless assault. Pope 
Leo XIV warns that the proliferation of artificial intelligence, particularly in its generative forms, 
has democratized the ability to manipulate audio, video, and textual information on an 
unprecedented scale. This is not merely an issue of isolated deception; it represents a systemic 
crisis that threatens the survival of democratic institutions and the cohesive fabric of civil 
society. The encyclical argues that when a society loses its shared understanding of truth, it 
becomes inherently vulnerable to authoritarianism, exploitation, and devastating social 
polarization. 
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9.1. The Manipulation of Reality 

The encyclical directs urgent attention to the technological mechanisms of deception, 
specifically the rise of deepfakes and advanced algorithmic manipulation. Historically, 
photographic and auditory recordings have functioned as relatively reliable anchors of objective 
reality, providing a shared baseline of truth for public discourse. However, Magnifica Humanitas 
observes that generative artificial intelligence has entirely severed this link. It is now effortlessly 
possible to fabricate highly convincing media depicting individuals saying or doing things they 
never did, effectively weaponizing falsehoods with the visceral impact of truth. 

Pope Leo XIV emphasizes that this manipulation is not a benign technological novelty, but a 
profound moral violation. When artificial intelligence is used to generate disinformation at 
scale, it poisons the well of public knowledge. The encyclical notes that algorithms governing 
social media platforms frequently amplify this manipulated content, favoring sensationalism 
and outrage over factual accuracy in order to maximize user engagement and advertising 
revenue. This algorithmic amplification creates fragmented, alternate realities tailored to 
specific ideological demographics, systematically dismantling the shared factual foundation 
necessary for a functioning democracy. The Pope argues that this environment forces 
individuals into a state of perpetual epistemic exhaustion, where the burden of verifying reality 
becomes overwhelming, leading inevitably to profound societal cynicism and a corrosive 
distrust of all institutions, media, and communal authorities.  

Ascension Press 

9.2. Totalitarianism and the Loss of Objective Truth 

Drawing upon the Church's historical experience with the totalitarian regimes of the twentieth 
century, Magnifica Humanitas issues a chilling warning regarding the political consequences of 
this epistemic collapse. Pope Leo XIV asserts that the destruction of objective truth is the 
fundamental prerequisite for totalitarian control. When individuals can no longer trust their 
own eyes and ears, and when the distinction between truth and fiction is systematically blurred 
by algorithmic manipulation, the populace is rendered profoundly malleable. The encyclical 
argues that the algorithmic empire, by destabilizing reality, inadvertently prepares the ground 
for a new form of digital authoritarianism. 

The document warns that political power, divorced from truth, relies entirely upon the cynical 
manipulation of emotion and the brutal assertion of will. In a world saturated with deepfakes 
and algorithmically curated propaganda, democratic discourse is replaced by a chaotic battle of 
competing narratives, where the victor is not the one holding the truth, but the one possessing 
the most powerful computational means of dissemination. Magnifica Humanitas declares that 
the defense of objective truth is therefore a paramount moral duty and a matter of democratic 
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survival. The Pope calls for the urgent development of technological countermeasures, rigorous 
media literacy education, and strict legal frameworks to penalize the malicious generation and 
distribution of synthetic media. Ultimately, the encyclical insists that a society cannot sustain 
justice, freedom, or human dignity if it surrenders the fundamental, shared reality of truth to 
the machinations of an algorithmic empire. 

 

10. The Tower of Babel vs. The Civilization of Love 

As Magnifica Humanitas moves toward its concluding exhortations, it elevates its critique from 
the geopolitical and the economic to the deeply spiritual and scriptural. Pope Leo XIV frames 
the entirety of the algorithmic age as a stark, existential choice between two competing models 
of human organization and destiny. To illustrate this dichotomy, the encyclical draws upon the 
rich, contrasting theological metaphors of the Tower of Babel and the civilization of love. This 
framework is not merely poetic; it serves as a robust diagnostic tool for understanding the 
underlying spiritual impulses driving the tech oligarchies, while simultaneously offering a 
positive, actionable counter-vision for human flourishing. The encyclical posits that the current 
trajectory of artificial intelligence, left unchecked by moral consideration, is structurally identical 
to the ancient sin of Babel. It is an enterprise driven by the desire for total mastery, relying on 
uniformity and the erasure of human limitation. In opposition to this, the Pope proposes the 
arduous but necessary work of building a civilization of love, a society rooted in the acceptance 
of our creaturely boundaries, the celebration of human diversity, and a radical commitment to 
global solidarity.  

10.1. The Hubris of Technological Dominance 

The metaphor of the Tower of Babel is central to the encyclical’s critique of the algorithmic 
empire. In the biblical narrative, Babel represents humanity’s attempt to reach the heavens 
through its own sheer technological prowess and unified ambition, deliberately circumventing 
reliance upon God. Pope Leo XIV argues that the contemporary pursuit of artificial general 
intelligence and transhumanist enhancement mirrors this ancient hubris with terrifying 
precision. The architects of the algorithmic empire seek to construct an omniscient, 
omnipresent digital infrastructure capable of predicting, managing, and ultimately transcending 
the messy realities of the human condition. The encyclical identifies this drive for technological 
dominance as a profound spiritual sickness, characterized by a refusal to accept the inherent 
limitations and vulnerabilities of being human.  

Furthermore, Magnifica Humanitas highlights the insidious uniformity demanded by the Babel 
project. Just as the builders of the ancient tower sought to impose a single language and a 
single purpose upon humanity, the modern algorithmic empire seeks to homogenize human 
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experience into universally legible data points. The algorithms that govern global commerce and 
communication demand standardization, actively suppressing the nuances of local culture, 
language, and dissenting thought in the name of frictionless efficiency. The Pope warns that this 
technological homogenization is a form of spiritual violence. It erases the beautiful, God-given 
diversity of the human family, replacing authentic communion with a sterile, tightly controlled 
connectivity. The hubris of technological dominance ultimately isolates the human person, 
creating a global architecture where individuals are connected to a centralized machine but 
remain profoundly alienated from one another and from their Creator.  

10.2. A Vision for Global Solidarity 

Against the towering ambition of the algorithmic empire, the encyclical proposes a radically 
different paradigm: the construction of a civilization of love. This concept, deeply rooted in the 
social teachings of previous pontiffs, is revitalized by Pope Leo XIV as the only viable antidote to 
digital totalitarianism. Where the Tower of Babel sought to reach the heavens through pride and 
uniformity, the civilization of love seeks to sanctify the earth through humility, mutual 
dependence, and genuine communion. The encyclical insists that technology must be forcefully 
reoriented away from the pursuit of dominance and toward the service of this solidarity. 
Artificial intelligence, if properly subordinated to human dignity, possesses the potential to 
alleviate poverty, cure disease, and foster understanding across vast distances, but only if its 
development is guided by love rather than the profit motive or the will to power.  

Magnifica Humanitas outlines that building this civilization requires a deliberate, active 
resistance to the isolating forces of the algorithmic age. It demands a return to the physical 
realities of community, the rebuilding of local institutions, and the prioritization of face-to-face 
encounter over digital mediation. Pope Leo XIV calls upon individuals, families, and nations to 
reclaim their agency, refusing to passively accept the predictive behavioral models imposed 
upon them by transnational tech corporations. The civilization of love requires an economy that 
prioritizes the dignity of labor, a political system that fiercely guards objective truth, and a 
culture that values the marginalized and the unproductive. Ultimately, the encyclical argues that 
true human progress is not measured by the processing power of our machines, but by our 
capacity to care for one another, to bear each other’s burdens, and to recognize the indelible 
image of God in every human face. 

  

11. Regulatory Frameworks: Global Governance and Ethical Design 

The structural and moral challenges posed by the algorithmic empire cannot be solved solely by 
individual ethical choices or voluntary corporate guidelines. Magnifica Humanitas asserts that 
because the reach of artificial intelligence is fundamentally planetary, the response must be 
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structural, legal, and internationally coordinated. Pope Leo XIV argues that leaving the 
regulation of advanced algorithms to the very corporations that profit from them is an 
abdication of political and moral responsibility. The encyclical calls for an urgent, comprehensive 
restructuring of legal frameworks to govern the digital architecture. This approach requires a 
dual strategy: the establishment of robust, binding global governance mechanisms capable of 
holding transnational monopolies accountable, and the simultaneous cultivation of grassroots 
resistance and civic engagement to ensure that technological design remains oriented toward 
human flourishing rather than capital accumulation. 

11.1. The Role of International Institutions 

The encyclical recognizes that the transnational nature of contemporary tech conglomerates 
allows them to operate above and beyond the legal jurisdiction of any single nation-state. By 
exploiting regulatory gaps between countries, these corporate empires effectively neutralize 
local efforts to curb algorithmic manipulation, labor exploitation, and data privacy violations. To 
counter this systemic evasion, Magnifica Humanitas calls for a revitalized and empowered 
network of international institutions. Pope Leo XIV proposes the creation of a global regulatory 
authority specifically tasked with the oversight of artificial intelligence and planetary-scale 
computing infrastructures. This international body would possess the mandate to establish 
binding standards for algorithmic transparency, data sovereignty, and human rights protections, 
ensuring that technological progress does not come at the expense of global justice. 

Crucially, the text insists that this global governance framework must not be controlled 
exclusively by technocratic elites or the wealthiest nations. Instead, international institutions 
must prioritize the voices and interests of the Global South, which routinely bears the brunt of 
environmental degradation and labor exploitation within the digital supply chain. Magnifica 
Humanitas argues that a truly just global governance structure must have the legal authority to 
impose severe penalties on corporate entities that violate human dignity, including the forced 
dismantling of algorithmic monopolies that threaten democratic stability. Furthermore, the 
Pope asserts that international law must explicitly outlaw specific categories of technological 
development, such as lethal autonomous weapons systems and predatory behavioral 
modification algorithms, treating them as structural threats to the human family that are 
fundamentally incompatible with the common good. 

11.2. Grassroots Resistance and Civic Engagement 

While top-down international regulation is indispensable, Magnifica Humanitas emphasizes that 
true structural change is impossible without robust, bottom-up pressure from civil society. The 
encyclical warns against a dangerous sense of fatalism that often paralyzes citizens in the face of 
rapid technological advancement—the mistaken belief that the total digitization and algorithmic 
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tracking of everyday life is an inevitable, unstoppable wave of progress. Pope Leo XIV counters 
this passivity by calling for an active, widespread movement of grassroots resistance and civic 
engagement. Citizens must reclaim their democratic agency, recognizing that they are not 
merely passive consumers trapped within a corporate network, but active political agents with 
the power to shape the societal structures they inhabit. 

This grassroots resistance, as outlined in the document, begins with local community organizing 
and the reclamation of the public square from digital monopolies. The encyclical encourages the 
formation of civic coalitions, labor unions, and religious associations dedicated to monitoring 
and challenging the deployment of invasive technologies in schools, workplaces, and local 
municipalities. Furthermore, Magnifica Humanitas advocates for the principle of ethical design 
by default. This concept demands that engineers, computer scientists, and software developers 
recognize their profound moral responsibility to the human community. The Pope issues a direct 
challenge to tech workers, calling upon them to exercise professional conscience, to refuse to 
build predatory or weaponized systems, and to actively develop alternative, decentralized 
technological tools that prioritize human agency, privacy, and local solidarity over centralized 
surveillance and profit. 

  

12. Conclusion: Reclaiming Human Agency 

The promulgation of Magnifica Humanitas stands as a watershed intervention in the trajectory 
of the twenty-first century, offering a profound moral diagnosis of the algorithmic age. As this 
analysis has demonstrated, Pope Leo XIV does not merely critique artificial intelligence as a set 
of neutral, autonomous tools, but rather exposes the underlying architecture of a new 
transnational empire. This algorithmic empire, driven by a relentless pursuit of profit and a 
deterministic reliance on data, fundamentally threatens the social, material, and spiritual 
dimensions of human existence. By illuminating the hidden chains of ecological and labor 
exploitation, condemning the moral rupture of autonomous warfare, and warning against the 
catastrophic epistemic collapse of democratic discourse, the encyclical systematically dismantles 
the myth of frictionless technological progress. In its place, it reveals a profoundly unequal 
landscape where immense power is concentrated in the hands of an elite technocracy, while the 
vulnerable are systematically relegated to the margins of a coldly quantified society. 

At the heart of this prophetic critique is an uncompromising defense of theological 
anthropology. The encyclical vehemently rejects the reductionist ideologies of scientism and 
transhumanism, which seek to define the human person as a mere aggregate of optimizable 
data or biological hardware in need of technological transcendence. Against these sterile and 
utilitarian frameworks, Magnifica Humanitas reasserts the irreducible mystery, intrinsic dignity, 
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and inviolable moral agency of the individual. The document insists that the capacity for grace, 
the necessity of embodied vulnerability, and the transformative power of free will cannot be 
replicated, predicted, or replaced by even the most mathematically sophisticated machine 
learning models. To surrender this profound spiritual depth to the predictive logic of algorithms 
is to commit a grave act of ontological self-erasure. 

Ultimately, the defining message of Magnifica Humanitas is not one of fatalism, luddism, or 
technological despair, but an urgent, resounding call to reclaim human agency. The algorithmic 
empire relies entirely upon a narrative of historical inevitability, deliberately conditioning 
society to accept digital subjugation, pervasive surveillance, and automated decision-making as 
the unavoidable price of modernization. Pope Leo XIV shatters this determinism, asserting that 
the future of technological development remains firmly within the grasp of human choice. 
Reclaiming this agency requires a radical civic and spiritual awakening at every level of society. It 
demands the immediate implementation of robust, binding international regulatory frameworks 
to govern tech monopolies, alongside a fierce grassroots resistance that demands algorithmic 
transparency, ethical design, and the active protection of local, physical communion. Humanity 
must consciously choose to subject its vast computational capacities to the rigorous constraints 
of moral law and democratic oversight, ensuring that technology serves the common good 
rather than the imperial imperatives of corporate sovereignty. 

One hundred and thirty-five years after Rerum Novarum charted a moral course through the 
devastating upheavals of the industrial revolution, Magnifica Humanitas provides the essential 
navigational coordinates for survival in the digital era. The existential choice outlined by Pope 
Leo XIV is stark and unavoidable: humanity can continue to construct a modern Tower of Babel, 
defined by the hubris of technological dominance, severe inequality, and the profound 
alienation of the individual, or it can undertake the arduous, necessary work of building a 
civilization of love. By firmly tethering technological innovation to global solidarity, the 
fundamental dignity of labor, and the uncompromising defense of objective truth, the encyclical 
offers a transformative, life-affirming blueprint for the algorithmic age. It serves as a permanent, 
powerful reminder that the ultimate measure of true human progress will never be found in the 
processing speed of our machines, but in our unwavering commitment to safeguarding the 
sacred, irreplaceable dignity of the human person. 

  

 

 

 

 



23 
 

13. References 

Bostrom, N. (2014). Superintelligence: Paths, dangers, strategies. Oxford University Press. 

Catholic Church. (2026). Pope Leo XIV's AI encyclical explained. YouTube. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cpptgvohfZc 

Crawford, K. (2021). Atlas of AI: Power, politics, and the planetary costs of artificial intelligence. 
Yale University Press. 

Han, B.-C. (2022). Infocracy: Digitization and the crisis of democracy. Polity Press. 

John Paul II, Pope. (1981). Laborem exercens [Encyclical letter on human work]. The Holy See. 

Leo XIII, Pope. (1891). Rerum novarum [Encyclical letter on capital and labor]. The Holy See. 

Leo XIV, Pope. (2026). Magnifica humanitas [Encyclical letter on artificial intelligence and the 
algorithmic empire]. The Holy See. 

O'Neil, C. (2016). Weapons of math destruction: How big data increases inequality and 
threatens democracy. Crown. 

Pontifical Academy for Life. (2020). Rome call for AI ethics. The Holy See. 

Russell, S. (2019). Human compatible: Artificial intelligence and the problem of control. Viking. 

Zuboff, S. (2019). The age of surveillance capitalism: The fight for a human future at the new 
frontier of power. PublicAffairs. 

 

 

 

The author has published over 5,500 AI-assisted papers at: 
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Douglas-Youvan/research . Google Scholar has indexed 
these preprints, and if you want a particular reference, the AI mode of a Google search (Gemini) 
has efficiently catalogued these preprints. 

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cpptgvohfZc
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Douglas-Youvan/research


24 
 

 

 


