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In May 2026, the landscape of American political and religious expression reached a surreal 
zenith with the unveiling of the "Don Colossus" at Trump National Doral. This 22-foot, gold-
leafed monument, depicting Donald Trump with a defiant, raised fist, serves as more than a 
mere tribute to the 45th and 47th President; it represents the physical manifestation of a 
shifting evangelical paradigm. Led by Pastor Mark Burns, a prominent figure in the "Pastors for 
Trump" movement, the dedication ceremony transcended traditional political endorsement, 
moving into the realm of sacralization. By situating the monument within the framework of the 
Seven Mountain Mandate (7MM), Burns and his contemporaries have signaled a strategic intent 
to reclaim the "mountains" of Government and Arts & Entertainment for a specific vision of 
Christian Nationalism. The statue’s origin—funded by a volatile cryptocurrency and refined 
through "heroic" artistic editing—mirrors the chaotic intersection of digital-age finance and 
traditional iconography. This paper explores the theological, political, and semiotic implications 
of the Don Colossus, examining how it navigates the tension between biblical taboos against 
idolatry and the modern desire for a "Prophet-King" archetype. Through this analysis, we reveal 
a new civil religion where the line between political resilience and divine protection has been 
permanently erased. 
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1. The Unveiling at Doral: A New Milestone in Political Liturgy 

The morning of May 6, 2026, at Trump National Doral Miami marked a transformative moment 
in the intersection of American political theater and religious ritual. Against the lush, manicured 
backdrop of one of the world’s most famous golf resorts, a crowd of several hundred 
supporters, dozens of evangelical leaders, and a phalanx of media cameras gathered for what 
was billed not merely as a ribbon-cutting, but as a formal dedication and blessing. The 
centerpiece of this event was the Don Colossus, a twenty-two-foot monument finished in 
brilliant gold leaf that caught the unforgiving South Florida sun with a blinding intensity. 
Positioned strategically near the ninth tee of the famed Blue Monster course, the statue’s 
location ensured that it would serve as an unavoidable landmark for both professional athletes 
and the international diplomats scheduled to arrive for the upcoming G20 summit. 

The atmosphere of the ceremony was described by those in attendance as emotionally charged, 
vibrating with a fervor that transcended the typical energy of a political rally. This was a 
liturgical event, characterized by structured prayer, rhythmic applause, and a sense of collective 
spiritual witnessing. The proceedings began with a series of invocations from various religious 
figures, each framing the monument not as a secular tribute to a politician, but as a physical 
Ebenezer—a biblical stone of help—marking a moment of divine intervention. The primary 
theme of the liturgy was survival and resilience, specifically centering on the July 2024 
assassination attempt in Butler, Pennsylvania. By capturing the President in the exact moment 
of his defiant fist-pump, the statue functioned as a permanent liturgical anchor for the narrative 
of God’s protective hand over his life. 

Pastor Mark Burns, serving as the master of ceremonies and the primary spiritual architect of 
the event, orchestrated the dedication with the precision of a seasoned televangelist. He led the 
assembled crowd in a series of "blessings" over the base of the statue, where supporters laid 
hands on the cool marble pedestal in a gesture of communal consecration. The air was filled 
with the sound of shofars and contemporary worship music, creating a sensory experience that 
blended the ancient and the modern. Burns’s rhetoric during the dedication was carefully 
calibrated to address the inevitable theological critiques. He spoke of the statue as a celebration 
of the miracle of life, explicitly linking the gold-leafed image to the concept of national 
restoration. For the participants, the act of unveiling was a prophetic statement, a physical 
reclamation of the cultural "mountain" of arts and entertainment as dictated by the Seven 
Mountain Mandate. 

A pivotal moment in the ceremony occurred when the President himself called into the event 
via a high-fidelity speaker system. His voice, booming across the clearing of palm trees, 
reinforced the connection between the physical icon and the living leader. He expressed deep 
gratitude to the patriots and donors who funded the project, describing the statue as a 
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beautiful representation of the movement's strength. This disembodied voice from above added 
a surreal, almost oracular quality to the proceedings, further blurring the lines between the 
man and the monument. The phone-in was not a campaign speech but a benediction, 
cementing the statue’s role as an official site of the new civil religion. 

The choice of Doral as the site for this liturgy was deeply symbolic. Unlike a public park or a 
government plaza, the private resort provided a controlled environment where the sacralization 
of the image could proceed without the immediate interference of secular protestors. Here, 
surrounded by symbols of luxury and success, the gilded fist was presented as the ultimate 
trophy of a movement that views material prosperity and political power as signs of divine favor. 
The ceremony concluded with a final prayer of protection, not just for the President, but for the 
statue itself, asking that it remain an enduring beacon for the nation. As the crowd dispersed, 
the event left behind a new reality: the Don Colossus was no longer just a piece of 
commissioned art, but a consecrated object at the heart of a burgeoning political faith. 

The significance of this unveiling as a "milestone" cannot be overstated. It represents the point 
at which the MAGA movement moved past the ephemeral nature of digital memes and 
campaign signs into the permanence of monumentalism. In the history of American political 
liturgy, there are few precedents for such a blending of high-net-worth private enterprise—
evidenced by the crypto-investor backing—and traditional evangelical fervor. The ceremony at 
Doral proved that the movement is now capable of generating its own holy sites and its own 
icons, operating independently of established civic norms. As the first of several planned 
"blessings," including a subsequent event at Mar-a-Lago, the Doral unveiling set the standard for 
how the image of the leader would be treated in the years following his return to power: as a 
sacred trust to be defended, honored, and displayed with unashamed grandiosity. 

 

2. The Aesthetics of the Colossus: Bronze, Gold, and the "Heroic" Likeness 

The visual power of the Don Colossus is derived from a deliberate fusion of classical 
monumentalism and modern cosmetic idealism. Standing fifteen feet tall from boot to fist, the 
figure is cast in heavy bronze at the foundry of Alan Cottrill in Zanesville, Ohio. Cottrill, a 
sculptor known for his prolific output of larger-than-life historical figures, utilized traditional 
lost-wax casting techniques to ensure the structural integrity of the three-ton work. However, 
the traditional bronze finish was deemed insufficient for the symbolic weight of the project. At 
the direction of the financiers, the entire surface was encased in a thick layer of twenty-four-
karat gold leaf, a process costing approximately sixty thousand dollars. This gilded exterior 
serves a dual purpose: it visually elevates the subject to the status of a divine or imperial figure 
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and creates a high-contrast spectacle that is optimized for the digital gaze of social media and 
news cameras. 

The likeness itself represents a significant departure from literal portraiture, moving into the 
realm of the heroic archetype. During the design phase, the sculptor was reportedly instructed 
to make several cosmetic adjustments to the President’s physical appearance. These "heroic 
edits" included a notable slimming of the waistline and the removal of what the artist described 
as the turkey neck, resulting in a more chiseled and youthful jawline. This process of aesthetic 
refinement mirrors the digital filters common in contemporary photography, essentially creating 
a three-dimensional "Photoshopped" version of the leader. By stripping away the inevitable 
signs of age, the creators of the Colossus have produced an image of eternal vigor, suggesting a 
leader who is untouched by the physical toll of time or the political battles he has weathered. 

The scale of the monument further reinforces this narrative of dominance. While the figure 
itself is fifteen feet tall, its placement atop a massive concrete and marble pedestal brings the 
total height to twenty-two feet. This height is mathematically significant, as it ensures that the 
statue towers over the surrounding tropical landscape and neighboring architecture. From an 
artistic standpoint, the upward-reaching gesture of the raised fist creates a strong vertical line 
that draws the eye toward the sky, effectively claiming the local airspace. The choice of gold leaf 
ensures that even on overcast days, the statue remains the brightest point in the visual field, 
demanding the attention of anyone within the vicinity of the Doral grounds. 

Ultimately, the aesthetics of the Don Colossus are a study in the "super-real." The texture of the 
suit, the detail of the signature long tie, and the meticulously sculpted hair are all rendered with 
high-definition clarity, yet the golden sheen renders the entire object otherworldly. This tension 
between the recognizable details of a modern man and the ancient symbolism of the gilded 
icon creates a jarring, almost hypnotic effect. It is a physical manifestation of a "post-truth" 
aesthetic, where the emotional resonance of the image—its strength, its brilliance, and its 
defiance—is prioritized over anatomical accuracy. In this way, the Colossus functions as the 
ultimate brand asset, a gold-plated promise of resilience that is designed to endure long after 
the political cycles of the present day have passed. 

 

3. Pastor Mark Burns: The Spiritual Architect of the New Civil Religion 

Pastor Mark Burns occupies a unique and pivotal role in the modern landscape of American 
religious politics, serving as the primary bridge between the charismatic evangelical community 
and the executive branch. As the founder of the Harvest Praise and Worship Center in South 
Carolina and a long-standing spiritual adviser to the President, Burns has successfully rebranded 
himself as a spiritual diplomat. This title is not merely honorific; it represents a strategic 
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framework that Burns has championed to legitimize the involvement of faith leaders in high-
level political and international affairs. By positioning himself as a diplomat who carries wisdom 
rather than weapons, Burns has created a new archetype for the political pastor—one who 
operates with the authority of the pulpit but the tactical awareness of a campaign surrogate. His 
leadership of the Spiritual Diplomats organization and his hosting of major interfaith 
conferences at the United States Capitol complex in early 2026 demonstrate his capacity to 
mobilize religious influence at the highest levels of government.  

Burns’s theological foundation is deeply rooted in the Seven Mountain Mandate, an ideology 
that calls for Christians to occupy and influence the seven key spheres of societal power. Within 
this framework, Burns identifies the mountains of Government and Religion as his primary 
zones of operation. He views his political activism not as a deviation from his ministry, but as its 
ultimate fulfillment. Throughout the 2026 political cycle, he has been a vocal proponent of what 
he terms biblical governance, a concept that advocates for the integration of Christian values 
into every facet of public policy. This approach has made him a central figure in the Pastors for 
Trump movement, where he acts as a gatekeeper and an amplifier for the administration’s 
religious messaging. His ability to translate complex political maneuvers into the language of 
spiritual warfare has been essential in maintaining the unwavering support of a diverse 
evangelical base.  

In the context of the Don Colossus, Burns functioned as the indispensable spiritual architect, 
guiding the project from its inception to its controversial dedication at Doral. He was the main 
point of contact between the President, the crypto-investor donors, and the sculptor, ensuring 
that the final monument aligned with the movement’s prophetic narrative. During the 
dedication ceremony, Burns demonstrated his mastery of rhetorical framing by preemptively 
addressing critics who drew parallels between the gilded statue and the biblical golden calf. He 
argued that the statue was a public symbol of gratitude and a celebration of life, specifically 
referencing the President’s survival of multiple assassination attempts. By making a sharp 
theological distinction between honor and worship, Burns provided his followers with a 
defensible logic for the veneration of the image, effectively neutralizing traditional biblical 
taboos against graven images within his own community.  

The influence of Pastor Burns extends beyond the domestic sphere through his extensive media 
network, particularly the NOW Television Network. Through this platform, he broadcasts a 
vision of Christian Nationalism that is both modern and uncompromising, reaching millions of 
viewers across the United States, Africa, and Europe. This global reach has allowed him to 
export his model of spiritual diplomacy, building alliances with international religious and 
political leaders who share a similar vision of traditionalist, faith-based governance. By the time 
of the Don Colossus unveiling in 2026, Burns had successfully established himself as more than 
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just a pastor; he had become a global icon of the New Civil Religion. His work ensures that the 
political movement he serves is not seen merely as a secular partisan effort, but as a divinely 
sanctioned mission to reshape the world in accordance with his interpretation of biblical truth.  

 

4. The Seven Mountain Mandate: Reclaiming the Spheres of Influence 

The ideological engine driving the dedication of the Don Colossus is the Seven Mountain 
Mandate, a dominionist theology that has moved from the fringes of Pentecostal charismatic 
circles into the operational center of the modern American political-religious alliance. This 
mandate provides a strategic roadmap for believers to occupy and influence what are identified 
as the seven key mountains or spheres of societal control: Government, Education, Media, Arts 
and Entertainment, Religion, Family, and Business. Within this framework, the objective is not 
merely to participate in the public square but to achieve cultural and structural dominion, 
ensuring that biblical values as interpreted by the movement’s leadership become the 
foundational principles of society. By the spring of 2026, this theology had been fully integrated 
into the administration’s public-facing events, with the Doral unveiling serving as a physical 
manifestation of this multi-sphere conquest. 

4.1 The Theological Foundation of Dominion 

The Seven Mountain Mandate is rooted in a specific interpretation of the biblical Great 
Commission, reframing the call to make disciples of all nations as a call to take authority over 
the institutions of those nations. Proponents of the 7MM argue that the secularization of the 
West was the result of Christians retreating from the public sphere, leaving the "mountains" to 
be occupied by ideological enemies. To reverse this, leaders like Pastor Mark Burns advocate for 
a proactive "invasion" of these spheres. This is often described in the language of spiritual 
warfare, where political victories and cultural shifts are seen as the breaking of demonic 
strongholds. In 2026, this theology provided the necessary justification for the creation of a 
gilded monument to a living leader; the statue is viewed not as a secular vanity project but as a 
victory flag planted firmly on the mountain of Arts and Entertainment. 

4.2 Reclaiming the Mountains of Government and Religion 

Under the leadership of Pastor Burns and the Spiritual Diplomats organization, the mountains of 
Government and Religion have become increasingly intertwined. Burns’s strategy involves the 
training of what he calls "spiritual diplomats"—faith leaders who carry a mandate to advise 
rulers and influence legislation based on prophetic insight. This approach effectively dissolves 
the traditional wall of separation between church and state, replacing it with a model of mutual 
reinforcement. The January 2026 International Interfaith Conference at the U.S. Capitol served 
as a formal graduation ceremony for this new class of influencers, where religious leaders were 
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given "badges" and "oaths" to confirm their role as moral guides to the state. The dedication of 
the Don Colossus at a private golf resort owned by the President further cements this bond, 
turning a commercial property into a site of religious-political pilgrimage.  

4.3 The Arts and Business Mountains: The Role of the Don Colossus 

The Don Colossus represents a simultaneous strike on two of the most elusive mountains for 
the evangelical movement: Arts and Entertainment and Business. Historically, the Arts mountain 
has been viewed by dominionists as a bastion of secular liberalism. By commissioning a massive, 
gold-leafed statue that utilizes "heroic" imagery, the movement is attempting to redefine the 
visual language of American power. This is an aesthetic reclamation, asserting that the highest 
form of art is that which honors the "Prophet-King" archetype. Simultaneously, the involvement 
of the $PATRIOT cryptocurrency investors brings the Business mountain into the fold. Even when 
the financial mechanisms failed due to the volatility of the crypto market, the intent remained 
clear: to use new-age digital finance as a "financing mechanism" for the establishment of 
physical, permanent monuments to the movement’s ideology. 

4.4 The Synergy of the Seven Mountains in the 2026 Political Landscape 

By the time the Don Colossus was unveiled in May 2026, the Seven Mountain Mandate had 
ceased to be a hidden agenda and had become a transparent operational doctrine. The synergy 
between the different mountains was evident in the way the event was covered by the NOW 
Television Network—claiming the Media mountain—and the way it was framed as a lesson for 
the next generation—claiming the Education mountain. The statue stands as a sentinel at the 
intersection of these spheres, a three-ton reminder that for the proponents of the 7MM, the 
goal is total cultural alignment. For Pastor Burns and his followers, the Don Colossus is the 
physical evidence that the "mountains" are being won, one gilded inch at a time. The result is a 
society where the distinction between a political rally, a religious service, and a commercial 
unveiling has been entirely and purposefully erased. 

 

5. Crypto-Theology: The Financial Genesis and the $PATRIOT Coin Crisis 

The financial architecture behind the Don Colossus is as unconventional as its aesthetics, 
representing a novel fusion of high-risk digital speculation and religious fervor. This 
phenomenon, which can be termed crypto-theology, describes a system where the volatility of 
decentralized finance is harnessed to fund physical monuments of political and spiritual 
significance. The statue was not commissioned through traditional GOP fundraising channels or 
private billionaire philanthropy; instead, it was born from the world of meme coins—digital 
assets that derive their value primarily from social media momentum and community 
sentiment. The project was spearheaded by a collective of cryptocurrency investors who sought 
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to bridge the gap between the ephemeral nature of blockchain assets and the permanence of 
bronze and gold. 

5.1 The Emergence of the $PATRIOT Meme Coin 

The primary financial engine for the monument was the $PATRIOT token, a meme coin launched 
with the explicit intent of funding patriotic causes and high-visibility cultural projects. Promoted 
heavily by figures such as investor Duston Stockton, the coin was marketed to the President’s 
base as a financing mechanism for the movement. Unlike utility tokens designed for specific 
technological functions, $PATRIOT operated on the principle of community-driven value. For its 
holders, purchasing the coin was framed as a dual act of investment and activism. By driving up 
the token's market capitalization, investors believed they were directly contributing to the 
physical manifestation of their political ideals. The Don Colossus was intended to be the 
ultimate proof of concept for this model: a massive, tangible icon paid for by the decentralized 
collective. 

5.2 Financing as Faith: The Mechanics of Crypto-Nationalism 

In this framework, the line between financial speculation and religious devotion became 
blurred. Supporters were encouraged to hold their positions in the token as a sign of loyalty, a 
digital equivalent to the biblical tithing system. The developers of $PATRIOT utilized the 
language of the Seven Mountain Mandate to describe their work, framing the conquest of the 
Business and Arts mountains through the lens of decentralized finance. This crypto-nationalism 
suggested that the movement could bypass traditional gatekeepers in the banking and art 
worlds by creating its own self-sustaining economic ecosystem. The statue served as the "white 
paper" for this ideology—a golden promise that digital wealth could be transformed into 
historical legacy. 

5.3 The Market Crash and the Hostage Statue 

The inherent instability of this model was laid bare in the months leading up to the statue's 
completion. The relationship between the $PATRIOT group and the sculptor, Alan Cottrill, began 
to deteriorate as the cryptocurrency market entered a period of extreme volatility. A critical 
turning point occurred when the value of $PATRIOT plummeted by more than ninety-five 
percent in a matter of days. This crash was largely attributed to the launch of the President's 
own official cryptocurrency, $TRUMP, which effectively cannibalized the market share of 
unofficial fan-funded tokens. As the value of their holdings evaporated, the $PATRIOT investors 
were unable to meet their final financial obligations to the foundry. 

This led to a protracted legal and physical standoff in Zanesville, Ohio. Cottrill, who had already 
invested hundreds of thousands of dollars in bronze and labor, refused to release the statue 
from his facility until the final ninety thousand dollars of the contract was settled. For several 
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months, the Don Colossus remained a hostage statue, hidden away in a Midwestern foundry 
while the investors scrambled to find alternative liquidity. This period of uncertainty created a 
bizarre contrast: a monument intended to project absolute strength and stability was tethered 
to the chaotic fluctuations of a collapsing meme coin. The dispute was eventually resolved only 
through a complex arrangement involving intellectual property settlements and direct 
intervention from private donors aligned with Pastor Mark Burns. 

5.4 The Trump Organization's Official Disavowal 

The crisis was further complicated by the official stance of the Trump Organization. Despite the 
statue’s eventual placement at a Trump-owned property, the organization took pains to distance 
itself from the financial mechanisms behind it. Formal statements were issued clarifying that 
the President’s company had no association of any kind with the $PATRIOT coin or its 
developers. This disavowal served to protect the official $TRUMP token from being associated 
with the financial failures of the $PATRIOT group. It also highlighted a growing rift in the 
movement between official, centrally controlled branding and the decentralized, often chaotic 
efforts of the grassroots "fanbase." 

The saga of the $PATRIOT coin and the Don Colossus serves as a cautionary tale for the future of 
political monumentalism. It demonstrates how the sacralization of a political figure can be 
leveraged for financial gain, and how the collapse of those financial structures can threaten the 
very symbols they were meant to create. By the time the statue was finally blessed at Doral in 
May 2026, the $PATRIOT coin had become a digital ghost, but the golden fist it funded 
remained—a permanent reminder of the moment when crypto-theology almost failed to cast 
its own god in bronze. 

 

6. The Butler Pivot: From Assassination Attempt to Miraculous Iconography 

The transition of the President’s image from a controversial political figure to a sacralized icon 
finds its primary catalyst in the events of July 13, 2024, in Butler, Pennsylvania. The failed 
assassination attempt served as a historical and spiritual pivot point, providing the movement 
with a definitive narrative of miraculous survival that would eventually be cast in three tons of 
bronze. Before this event, the iconography of the movement was largely centered on themes of 
strength, wealth, and populist defiance. However, the survival of the attempt introduced a 
potent new element: the concept of divine protection. For the designers of the Don Colossus, 
the goal was not merely to create a likeness of the man, but to immortalize the precise micro-
moment of his survival, transforming a terrifying security breach into a symbol of indestructible 
resolve. 
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6.1 The Genesis of the Gesture 

The specific posture of the Don Colossus—the right arm extended upward, the hand clenched 
into a defiant fist—is a direct reproduction of the gesture made by the President as he was 
being shielded by Secret Service agents. In the immediate aftermath of the shooting, this visual 
was captured by photojournalists and instantly went viral, becoming the most recognizable 
image of the decade. In the context of political semiotics, the fist represents a rare alignment of 
spontaneous action and perfect symbolic resonance. For the donors and the sculptor, this was 
the only logical choice for a monument. By selecting this pose, they ensured that the statue 
would not be seen as a static representation of a politician at rest, but as a dynamic testament 
to a man who, even when bloodied and under fire, refused to be silenced. The gesture bridges 
the gap between the vulnerability of the human body and the perceived invincibility of the 
political movement. 

6.2 Secular Martyrdom and Divine Intervention 

The theological interpretation of the Butler event, championed by Pastor Mark Burns and other 
leaders in the Seven Mountain Mandate movement, reframes the assassination attempt as a 
failed demonic assault. In this narrative, the slight turn of the President’s head at the moment 
of the shot was not a matter of chance, but an act of God. This interpretation elevates the 
President to a status of secular martyrdom—someone who has faced death for the sake of the 
nation and returned with a divine mandate. The Don Colossus serves as the physical proof of 
this "miracle." By gilding the statue in gold leaf, the creators are signaling that the event in 
Butler was a sanctified moment. The gold does not just represent wealth; it represents the 
"refined fire" of a leader who has been tested by extreme adversity and emerged as something 
more than mortal. 

6.3 Freezing the Temporal: The Colossus as Permanent Witness 

One of the most significant functions of the Don Colossus is its ability to freeze a fleeting 
temporal event into a permanent, physical reality. A news photograph is ephemeral, eventually 
buried by the next cycle of information, but a twenty-two-foot gilded statue demands a 
permanent engagement with history. By placing this icon at Doral, the movement is forcing a 
permanent witness to the "Butler Pivot." Visitors and world leaders are not just looking at a 
statue; they are being confronted with a specific interpretation of a historical crisis. The 
monument acts as a site of memory, ensuring that the narrative of divine survival remains at the 
forefront of the public consciousness. In the years leading up to 2026, this "Butler Iconography" 
has become the cornerstone of a new civil religion, where the raised fist is no longer just a 
gesture of defiance, but a liturgical sign of a movement that believes it is under the direct 
guardianship of the Almighty. 
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7. The "Golden Calf" Polemic: Navigating Evangelical Taboos 

The unveiling of a fifteen-ton, gold-leafed monument to a political leader within the context of a 
religious blessing inevitably invited one of the most potent accusations in the Judeo-Christian 
tradition: the creation of a golden calf. This biblical reference, drawn from the Book of Exodus, 
describes the Israelites crafting a golden idol while Moses was atop Mount Sinai, an act that 
stands as the ultimate scriptural warning against the conflation of material wealth, political 
impatience, and false divinity. For the critics of the Don Colossus, the visual parallels were too 
striking to ignore—a community of believers gathered around a gilded image of a man, offering 
prayers of dedication and using language that bordered on the hagiographic. Navigating this 
taboo required a sophisticated theological defense from Pastor Mark Burns and his allies, who 
sought to decouple the aesthetic of the statue from the spiritual crime of idolatry.  

7.1 Biblical Archetypes and the Shadow of Exodus 32 

The shadow of Exodus 32 looms large over any attempt to create religious-political monuments 
in the West. The narrative of the golden calf is not merely a story about a statue; it is a story 
about the substitution of a visible, controllable icon for an invisible, sovereign God. Critics 
argued that by gilding the image of the President, the movement was engaging in a similar 
substitution, elevating a fallible man to a status of untouchable sanctity. This polemic was 
particularly sharp because it came from both secular observers and traditionalist theologians 
who feared that the sacralization of the "Prophet-King" archetype was eroding the foundational 
Christian principle that no earthly ruler should be an object of veneration. The brilliance of the 
gold leaf, intended by the $PATRIOT coin investors to signal prosperity, instead served as a visual 
trigger for this ancient anxiety, forcing the movement’s leadership to construct a counter-
narrative of legitimate honor. 

7.2 The Semantic Defense: Honor vs. Worship 

To neutralize the "golden calf" accusation, Pastor Mark Burns utilized a semantic distinction that 
has become a cornerstone of modern dominionist rhetoric: the difference between worship and 
honor. Drawing on Romans 13:7, which commands believers to "render therefore to all their 
due: taxes to whom taxes are due... honor to whom honor," Burns argued that the Don Colossus 
was a tool for national gratitude rather than a vessel for divine worship. In his public statements 
and social media defense, he insisted that while the movement worships Jesus Christ alone, it is 
biblically permissible—and even required—to honor the "vessel" that God has chosen to lead 
the nation. This theological pivot allowed the assembly to engage in the ritual of the dedication 
without feeling they had violated the Second Commandment. By framing the statue as a 
monument of honor, Burns effectively turned a potential theological liability into a lesson on 
biblical authority and the respect due to a divinely ordained leader.  
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7.3 Sacralizing the Gilded Image as a "Celebration of Life" 

The second layer of the defense involved the rebranding of the statue as a "celebration of life" 
and a "symbol of resilience." By connecting the gold-leafed image directly to the President’s 
survival of the 2024 assassination attempt, the proponents argued that the monument was a 
testament to the miracle of God's protection. In this view, the gold was not an idol for the man, 
but a reflection of the "divine favor" that spared him. This reframing transformed the Colossus 
into a modern-day Ebenezer—a biblical term for a "stone of help" erected to commemorate a 
victory won through divine intervention. This strategy successfully shifted the conversation from 
the physical nature of the object to the providential nature of the event it depicted. For the 
supporters at Doral, the statue was not a replacement for God, but a permanent, three-
dimensional prayer of thanks, ensuring that the "Butler miracle" would never be forgotten.  

7.4 The Impact of Rhetorical Engineering on the Evangelical Base 

The success of this rhetorical engineering was evident in the way the evangelical base adopted 
the "honor" narrative. Instead of shying away from the monument due to biblical concerns, 
many supporters viewed the "golden calf" accusation as a form of spiritual persecution from a 
secular media that "does not understand the move of God." This internal alignment suggests 
that the Seven Mountain Mandate has successfully created a closed theological loop where the 
movement can define its own terms of devotion. By the conclusion of the May 2026 
ceremonies, the polemic had largely been settled within the community: the Don Colossus was 
a trophy of the "mountain of arts," a sign that the movement no longer feared the aesthetics of 
power. The gilded fist was no longer an idol; it was a consecrated weapon in the ongoing 
cultural and spiritual war for the soul of the nation.  

 

8. Political Monumentalism: The G20 and the Diplomacy of the Gilded Image 

The placement of the Don Colossus at Trump National Doral was not merely a matter of 
logistical convenience or aesthetic preference; it was a calculated act of political 
monumentalism intended to influence the global diplomatic stage. By the spring of 2026, Doral 
had been solidified as the host site for the upcoming G20 summit, a decision that essentially 
mandated that the world’s most powerful leaders would have to conduct the business of global 
governance in the literal shadow of a twenty-two-foot gilded icon. This convergence of private 
property, nationalistic fervor, and international diplomacy represents a new frontier in the use 
of political imagery as a tool of soft—and perhaps hard—power. The statue serves as a silent 
but unavoidable participant in the summit, a physical manifestation of the administration’s 
domestic resilience and its unapologetic stance toward the international community. 

 



14 
 

8.1 The Strategic Placement of the Icon 

The geography of power is rarely accidental. By situating the Colossus between the primary 
conference facilities and the residential villas of the Doral resort, the organizers ensured that no 
visiting head of state could traverse the property without being confronted by the image of the 
raised fist. In the world of diplomacy, where every visual cue is scrutinized for meaning, the 
presence of the statue functions as a form of non-verbal communication. It signals to foreign 
delegations that the movement which brought the President back to power is not a temporary 
electoral phenomenon but a permanent, monumental fixture of the American landscape. Unlike 
the temporary banners or digital displays typical of international summits, the three-ton bronze 
and gold structure asserts a sense of historical inevitability, framing the President’s survival and 
return as the defining narrative of the era. 

8.2 Diplomatic Coercion through Iconography 

There is a subtle form of diplomatic coercion inherent in the presence of the Colossus. Visiting 
leaders from the G20 nations, many of whom have historically been critical of the 
administration’s "America First" policies, are placed in a position where they must navigate a 
space that has been sacralized by their host. To stand before the statue, or even to be 
photographed with it in the background, carries a symbolic weight that transcends simple 
politeness. For the administration, the statue is a tool for setting the tone of the summit: one of 
strength, defiance, and unilateralism. The gold leaf, which reflects the Florida sun with 
aggressive brilliance, acts as a visual disruption to the standard, sterile aesthetic of globalist 
bureaucracy. It demands that the world leaders acknowledge the specific, populist energy that 
defines the current American state. 

8.3 The Gilded Fist as a Geopolitical Signal 

The choice of the "Butler pose"—the defiant fist-pump—carries specific geopolitical resonance. 
To an international audience, the gesture is a signal of American resilience and an refusal to 
yield to external or internal pressures. In the context of 2026, where global alliances are in a 
state of flux and the traditional liberal order is being challenged by various nationalist 
movements, the Colossus stands as a beacon for like-minded leaders. The inclusion of the 
Argentinian flag in early promotional images of the statue highlights this intended reach, 
suggesting a burgeoning "Patriot International" where traditional borders are secondary to a 
shared ideological commitment to sovereign power. The fist is not just a message to the 
American voter; it is a warning and a promise to the global community that the United States is 
operating under a new, more muscular diplomatic paradigm. 
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8.4 The Doral Summit: Merging Private Commerce and Global Governance 

The presence of the Don Colossus at the G20 summit also serves to highlight the complete 
merging of the President’s private commercial interests with his official role as a world leader. 
By hosting the summit at his own resort and decorating the grounds with a massive monument 
to himself, the President has effectively erased the distinction between the "State" and the 
"Brand." For the diplomatic corps, this creates a unique set of challenges, as the very act of 
paying for lodging and services at the resort becomes a form of direct financial engagement 
with the host’s personal enterprise. The statue, funded by crypto-investors and blessed by 
religious leaders, stands at the center of this blurred reality—a golden sentinel guarding the 
gates of a new era where global diplomacy is conducted within the private, sacralized theater of 
the Prophet-King. 

 

9. The Sculptor’s Dilemma: Intellectual Property and the Casting of Power 

The creation of the Don Colossus fell to Alan Cottrill, a veteran sculptor based in Zanesville, 
Ohio, whose prolific career includes over four hundred large-scale commissions. For Cottrill, the 
project was initially approached as a professional undertaking consistent with his role as a 
statue maker who captures historical figures as requested by patrons. However, the commission 
quickly evolved into what he described as a chaotic ordeal, marking a significant departure from 
the organized standards of his previous four decades of work. The dilemma faced by the 
sculptor was multifaceted, involving a clash between traditional artistic craftsmanship and the 
volatile, often unregulated world of cryptocurrency finance. As the project progressed, Cottrill 
found himself caught between his commitment to the art and the necessity of protecting his 
legal and financial interests against a backdrop of shifting market values and aggressive 
commercialization.  

9.1 Intellectual Property and the Commercialization of the Image 

A central point of contention in the project was the unauthorized use of the statue’s likeness by 
the $PATRIOT coin investors. Cottrill, who maintains copyright over his original works, 
discovered that the backers were using high-resolution images of the unfinished clay model and 
the final bronze casting to promote their meme coin on digital platforms. This usage was 
conducted without a formal licensing agreement, leading to a significant intellectual property 
dispute. The sculptor argued that his art was being leveraged as a primary marketing tool for a 
speculative asset from which he was not deriving secondary benefits. This resulted in a legal 
standoff that required an additional ninety thousand dollars to resolve copyright infringement 
claims and secure the full intellectual property rights for the backers. This incident highlights a 
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growing tension in the digital age, where physical monuments are instantly digitized and 
monetized, often before the artist has been fully compensated for the physical labor of creation.  

+3 

9.2 Artistic Concessions and the Heroic Edit 

Beyond the financial and legal hurdles, Cottrill faced a professional challenge regarding the 
aesthetic demands of the patrons. In what has been described as a process of looksmaxxing, the 
investors requested specific cosmetic adjustments to the President’s likeness. These included 
instructions to thin down the figure’s silhouette and remove the turkey neck to create a more 
streamlined and youthful appearance. For a realist sculptor, these requests represented a shift 
from portraiture to hagiography. Cottrill also detailed the technical difficulty of translating the 
President’s signature wispy hairstyle into the rigid medium of bronze, noting that he had to 
thicken the textures to make the casting viable while still maintaining a recognizable silhouette. 
These concessions demonstrate how the casting of power in the twenty-first century often 
requires the artist to prioritize the "heroic" brand over anatomical reality.  

9.3 The Foundry Standoff: Holding the Icon Hostage 

The most dramatic phase of the sculptor’s dilemma occurred when the value of the $PATRIOT 
coin plummeted, leaving the investors unable to make their scheduled payments. In response, 
Cottrill moved the three-ton monument to an undisclosed location, effectively holding the Don 
Colossus hostage. He stated publicly that he would not be a fool and refused to release the 
work until the final balance was settled in full. This standoff transformed the Zanesville foundry 
from a site of creation into a site of political and financial leverage. The eventually resolved 
dispute serves as a stark reminder of the precarious nature of private-funded monumentalism. 
For Cottrill, the project ended with a firm declaration that he would never work within the 
cryptocurrency sphere again, illustrating the deep cultural and professional divide between 
traditional artisans and the architects of the new digital economy.  

 

10. The Semiotics of the Raised Fist: A Study in Post-Truth Symbolism 

The semiotic power of the Don Colossus is concentrated entirely in the right arm of the figure, 
terminated by the clenched, upward-reaching fist. In the lexicon of human gestures, the raised 
fist is one of the most ancient and versatile signifiers, historically associated with revolution, 
labor movements, and the struggle for civil rights. However, the Don Colossus represents a 
radical semiotic reappropriation of this symbol. By casting the gesture in gold and applying it to 
a populist leader within an institutionalized power structure, the movement has effectively 
detached the fist from its traditional left-leaning or anti-establishment roots. In the context of 
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the 2026 political landscape, the fist no longer signals an uprising against a state; instead, it 
signals the indestructible nature of the leader himself—a symbol of personal resilience that has 
been adopted as a collective brand for his millions of followers. 

This gesture functions as a primary artifact of post-truth symbolism. In a post-truth 
environment, the objective facts of an event are often secondary to the emotional and narrative 
resonance they generate. The fist-pump in Butler was a spontaneous reaction to a life-
threatening crisis, but through its monumentalization at Doral, it has been transformed into a 
carefully curated icon. The semiotic "truth" of the statue is not found in the historical accuracy 
of the moment, but in the "vibe" of defiance it projects. For the viewer, the gold-leafed fist acts 
as a visual shortcut to a feeling of shared victory. It is a signifier that requires no explanation or 
linguistic context; it is designed to be felt rather than read, operating on a visceral level that 
bypasses the need for traditional political discourse. 

Furthermore, the semiotics of the Colossus are optimized for the era of digital replication. The 
raised fist is a "high-signal" image—it is recognizable from a distance, it scales perfectly down to 
a social media thumbnail, and it can be reproduced across an infinite variety of merchandise. By 
freezing this gesture in three tons of bronze, the movement has created a permanent physical 
anchor for what was previously a digital meme. The statue acts as a bridge between the 
ephemeral nature of the internet and the permanence of historical monumentalism. It asserts 
that the digital reality of the movement—its hashtags, its viral videos, and its crypto-tokens—is 
now backed by a physical, golden reality. This transition from "pixel to pedestal" is the ultimate 
achievement of the 2020s semiotic strategy, where the strength of a brand is measured by its 
ability to manifest in the physical world. 

Ultimately, the raised fist of the Don Colossus serves as a sentinel at the gates of a new cultural 
era. It is a study in the power of the singular image to consolidate a complex, often 
contradictory movement into a unified symbol. By focusing all of the monument’s energy into 
that one clenched hand, the creators have provided their audience with a totem that represents 
not just a man, but a promise of perpetual fight. In the humid air of Miami, the gilded fist 
catches the light and casts a long shadow over the surrounding landscape, serving as a silent, 
unmoving witness to the complete sacralization of the gesture. It is no longer just a hand; it is a 
semiotic weapon, ensuring that the narrative of defiance remains at the center of the American 
consciousness long after the voices at the dedication ceremony have faded. 

 

11. The Prophetic Future: Will the Icon Melt or Endure? 

The final and perhaps most contentious question surrounding the Don Colossus concerns its 
long-term viability as both a physical object and a symbolic anchor for the movement. In the 
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theological framework of the Seven Mountain Mandate, the statue is viewed as a prophetic 
sentinel—a permanent witness to a divinely ordained era of national restoration. However, the 
reality of its existence is caught between the "eternal" claims of its spiritual advocates and the 
material vulnerabilities of its construction and location. To understand the prophetic future of 
the icon, one must analyze the tension between the resilient narrative it projects and the 
inevitable forces of environmental, political, and financial erosion that threaten its gilded 
surface. 

11.1 The Durability of the Gilded Narrative 

From the perspective of Pastor Mark Burns and the spiritual leadership at Doral, the Don 
Colossus is intended to endure as a historical monument on par with the Great Sphinx or the 
statues of ancient Rome. In his dedication remarks in May 2026, Burns explicitly framed the 
statue as a symbol of willpower that would outlast the current political cycle. This prophetic 
durability is central to the "Prophet-King" model, where the leader’s image serves as a constant 
reminder of a miraculous survival and a subsequent mandate. The narrative suggests that as 
long as the statue stands, the "miracle of Butler" remains a present reality in the American 
consciousness. This attempt to project permanence is a hallmark of the 7MM strategy to claim 
the "mountain of history," transforming a contemporary political figure into a timeless 
archetype.  

11.2 Environmental and Political Erosion: The Doral Climate 

The physical reality of the monument presents a stark contrast to its metaphysical ambitions. 
Located in the sub-tropical climate of Miami, the Don Colossus is subjected to extreme 
humidity, high UV radiation, and the corrosive effects of salt air. While the core of the statue is 
three tons of industrial-grade bronze, its most significant feature—the gold leaf—is a delicate 
micro-thin layer. During the installation process in May 2026, sculptor Alan Cottrill and his team 
were forced to perform emergency touch-ups to the gold finish at four o'clock in the morning to 
ensure its perfection for the unveiling. This technical detail reveals a profound truth about the 
icon: its "glory" requires constant, high-stakes maintenance. Without regular re-gilding and 
intervention, the brilliant gold would eventually flake away, revealing the base bronze 
beneath—a process that would serve as a powerful metaphor for the fading of political 
charisma. 

Furthermore, the "miraculously melting" scenario proposed by some critics highlights the 
inherent fragility of the $PATRIOT-funded project. While the bronze itself is unlikely to melt 
under the Florida sun, the gold leaf is susceptible to the literal heat and the metaphorical 
"storms" of political change. In the biblical tradition of Exodus 32, the destruction of the golden 
calf by melting was a sign of divine judgment and the purging of a community’s misplaced 
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devotion. For the detractors of the Colossus, the environmental decay of the statue would be 
seen as a natural correction of a theological error. The statue thus exists in a state of perpetual 
jeopardy, where a particularly harsh hurricane season or a shift in the ownership of the Doral 
resort could lead to the removal or degradation of the image. 

11.3 The G20 as a Global Prophetic Threshold 

The immediate future of the statue is inextricably tied to the 2026 G20 summit. This event acts 
as a prophetic threshold, where the icon moves from being a domestic curiosity to a global 
diplomatic factor. If the world leaders arriving at Doral accept the presence of the Colossus as a 
standard feature of the landscape, it will mark the successful "normalization" of the Prophet-
King iconography. However, if the statue becomes a focal point for international protest or 
diplomatic friction, it may accelerate its own obsolescence. The 7MM proponents view the G20 
as the moment when the "mountain of government" is fully conquered, with the gilded fist 
serving as a sign of American hegemony. The outcome of this summit will likely determine 
whether the Don Colossus remains a centerpiece of the resort or is eventually relocated to a 
less public "museum of the movement."  

11.4 Finality or Transformation: The Statue in Post-2026 America 

Ultimately, the question of whether the icon melts or endures depends on the continuity of the 
movement it represents. In the semiotics of power, a monument only survives as long as the 
ideology that built it remains dominant. If the Seven Mountain Mandate succeeds in its goal of 
institutionalizing "biblical governance," the Don Colossus may indeed become a permanent 
fixture of a new American landscape. If, however, the political and financial foundations of the 
movement—typified by the volatility of the $PATRIOT coin—continue to fracture, the statue 
may end up as a historical curiosity, a "Colossus of Rhodes" for the digital age. Whether it 
remains a gleaming beacon or becomes a weathered relic, the Don Colossus has already fulfilled 
its primary prophetic function: it has forced the nation to confront the total integration of faith, 
finance, and the gilded image of power. 

 

12. Conclusion: The Permanent Sacralization of American Politics 

The dedication of the Don Colossus at Trump National Doral in May 2026 represents more than 
a fleeting convergence of celebrity culture and fringe theology; it marks the arrival of a 
permanent, institutionalized sacralization within American civil religion. By synthesizing the 
ancient tradition of monumentalism with the modern volatility of cryptocurrency and the 
dominionist ambitions of the Seven Mountain Mandate, the movement has successfully created 
a new category of political existence. The statue is not merely a reflection of a leader, but a 
consecrated anchor for a worldview that no longer distinguishes between the secular office of 
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the presidency and a divinely ordained mandate. This conclusion summarizes the broader 
implications of this shift for the future of the American democratic and religious landscape. 

12.1 The Erasure of Secular Boundaries 

The most significant legacy of the Don Colossus is the near-total erasure of the boundaries 
between the political and the sacred. Through the rhetorical and liturgical work of figures like 
Pastor Mark Burns, the aesthetic of power has been reclassified as an act of worship—or, in 
their terms, an act of supreme honor. This shift suggests that for a significant portion of the 
electorate, political loyalty is no longer a matter of policy preference but a requirement of faith. 
The presence of a gilded icon at a global diplomatic venue like the G20 summit further projects 
this reality to the international community, asserting that the American state has moved toward 
a model of governance where the leader functions as a Prophet-King archetype.  

12.2 The Fragility of Gilded Power 

While the monument is intended to project eternal strength, its origins in the chaotic world of 
the $PATRIOT meme coin and its dependence on constant physical maintenance reveal a 
profound underlying fragility. The "crypto-theology" that funded the Colossus is a reminder that 
this new sacralization is built upon highly speculative and often unstable foundations. The 
tension between the heavy, base bronze of the sculpture and its micro-thin layer of gold leaf 
serves as a perfect metaphor for the current political era: a massive, immovable structure of 
populist support covered in a brilliant but easily tarnished veneer of divine imagery. The long-
term survival of the icon—and the ideology it represents—will depend on whether the 
movement can maintain the high-energy "liturgy" required to keep the gold from flaking away. 

12.3 A New Precedent for Global Monumentalism 

The Don Colossus has set a new precedent for how political movements may utilize private 
space and private finance to bypass traditional civic oversight in the creation of public-facing 
monuments. By placing the statue on a private resort that doubles as a site of global 
governance, the administration has demonstrated how the "Business" and "Arts" mountains can 
be leveraged to reinforce the "Government" mountain. This model of decentralized, fan-funded 
monumentalism is likely to be emulated by other nationalist movements around the world, 
potentially leading to a global resurgence of heroic, sacralized portraiture. The gilded fist at 
Doral is not an end point, but a beginning—a sign that the visual landscape of the twenty-first 
century will increasingly be defined by those who can most effectively merge the power of the 
brand with the authority of the divine. 

 

 



21 
 

12.4 Final Reflections on the Gilded Fist 

In the final analysis, the Don Colossus is a mirror. It reflects the deep-seated desire within a 
significant segment of the population for a symbol that is as resilient and uncompromising as 
the world they perceive. Whether one views the statue as a beautiful tribute to national 
strength or as a cautionary sign of a burgeoning "golden calf" syndrome, its presence is now an 
undeniable fact of American history. It stands as a silent, unmoving witness to the moment 
when the American political experiment fully embraced the language of miracle and the 
aesthetics of the eternal. As the Florida sun continues to beat down on its golden surface, the 
Colossus remains—a three-ton, gold-leafed testament to the permanent sacralization of the 
American political soul.  
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