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This paper explores the profound cognitive and material disconnect between the theological
support for the modern State of Israel in the American Midwest and the execution of state
violence in the Gaza Strip. By examining the ideological pipeline of Zionism, we trace how
Christian Dispensationalism—rooted in the teachings of John Nelson Darby and the Scofield
Reference Bible—fosters a sanitized, passive eschatology within evangelical communities. In
places like Joplin, Missouri, this academic approach to biblical prophecy conditions generations
to provide unquestioning political and financial support for a geopolitical project from the safety
of a peacetime environment. In stark contrast, the physical reality of this project unfolds in Gaza
not as an abstract spiritual exercise, but as brutal, operational violence. The paper analyzes how
the highest levels of Israeli leadership weaponize ancient biblical narratives, such as the Amalek
directive, and utilize dehumanizing rhetoric to justify systemic deprivation, mass displacement,
and catastrophic military campaigns. Ultimately, this research investigates the devastating
consequences of marrying distant ideological complicity with overwhelming state power,
highlighting the gulf between the luxury of unexamined religious conditioning and the violent
reality of its physical execution.
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1. Introduction: The Dichotomy of Belief and Reality
1.1. Defining the Ideological Pipeline

The geopolitical landscape of the twenty-first century is defined not only by the deployment of
military hardware and the enforcement of physical borders, but by the invisible, ideological
supply chains that legitimize state violence. Perhaps the most profound and devastating of
these supply chains is the ideological pipeline of Zionism that connects the quiet, peaceful pews
of American Midwestern evangelical churches to the active, catastrophic war zones of the Gaza
Strip. This paper investigates the stark dichotomy between the sanitized, theoretical support for
the modern State of Israel cultivated in places like Joplin, Missouri, and the brutal, material
reality of how that geopolitical project is executed on the ground in Palestine. At the heart of
this investigation is a mechanism of profound cognitive dissonance: the ability of a population
to view the enforcement of an ethno-state as a divine, bloodless mandate, while another
population endures the systemic deprivation and overt destruction required to maintain it.

To understand this phenomenon, it is necessary to trace the pipeline to its theological source:
Christian Dispensationalism. Rooted in the nineteenth-century teachings of John Nelson Darby
and institutionalized by the widespread publication of the Scofield Reference Bible in the early
twentieth century, this eschatological framework transformed the way millions of American
Christians read biblical prophecy. Dispensationalism dictates that the physical restoration of the
Jewish people to the land of Palestine and the establishment of a modern political state are
absolute prerequisites for the end times, the Rapture, and the Second Coming of Christ. In the
cultural ecosystem of the American Midwest, this complex theological framework has been
distilled into a mainstream, foundational tenet of faith. It is taught as an academic and spiritual
exercise, conditioning generations of believers to offer unquestioning political loyalty and
immense financial backing to the State of Israel.

However, this Midwestern Zionism is inherently passive and insulated. For the evangelical
congregant, supporting the Israeli state requires no engagement with physical violence. The
belief exists in a vacuum of privilege and safety, divorced entirely from the kinetic energy of
warfare. This paper defines this phenomenon as passive eschatology—a sanitized religious
complicity that advocates for a geopolitical outcome without bearing any of the moral or
physical costs of its implementation.

The terminus of this ideological pipeline, however, is defined by overwhelming operational state
violence. In the Gaza Strip, the theological abstractions of American Sunday schools manifest as
kinetic, devastating reality. Here, Zionism is not a subject of academic debate but the
foundational doctrine of an advanced military apparatus. The paper will explore how the
spiritualized narratives championed in the West are weaponized by Israeli political and military



leadership. By invoking ancient biblical mandates of annihilation and utilizing deeply
dehumanizing rhetoric, state actors transform theological frameworks into a scriptural license
for total warfare. The pipeline thus operates as a mechanism of conversion, taking the distant,
unexamined religious conditioning of the American voter and translating it into the systemic
deprivation, mass displacement, and catastrophic infrastructure decimation experienced by the
Palestinian people.

1.2. Methodological Approach and Scope

To effectively analyze the trajectory from theoretical eschatology to operational violence, this
paper employs a multidisciplinary methodological approach, integrating theological analysis,
geopolitical sociology, and critical discourse analysis. The primary objective is to deconstruct the
mechanisms that allow a sanitized religious belief in the West to provide political and moral
cover for extreme state violence in the Middle East.

The scope of the theological analysis is focused on the popularization and structural
components of Christian Dispensationalism within American evangelicalism. Rather than
engaging in a purely historical theological debate, the research examines how the specific texts
of John Nelson Darby and the structural annotations of the Scofield Reference Bible have been
culturally operationalized. The analysis isolates the pedagogical methods used within grassroots
evangelical communities—such as Bible study curricula and pulpit rhetoric—to demonstrate
how geopolitical realities are systematically scrubbed of their human cost and repackaged as
divine inevitabilities. This section of the methodology aims to explain the psychology of the
unexamined belief and the political economy it generates through lobbying and fundraising.

Simultaneously, the critical discourse analysis is directed at the rhetoric and policy directives of
contemporary Israeli leadership. The scope of this analysis is tightly focused on the
contemporary crisis in Gaza, analyzing official statements, military briefings, and political
speeches that explicitly merge religious terminology with military objectives. By examining the
invocation of biblical narratives, such as the Amalek directive, alongside language that strips the
Palestinian population of its humanity, the research highlights the deliberate weaponization of
religion. This methodology is designed to prove that the violence in Gaza is not merely a secular
territorial dispute, but an operation deeply reliant on the ideological frameworks maintained by
its Western supporters.

Ultimately, the scope of this paper is bounded by the stark contrast between two physical
realities: the safety of the American Midwest and the ruination of the Gaza Strip. By juxtaposing
these two environments, the research seeks to bridge the analytical gap between Western
ideological complicity and Middle Eastern material devastation. The paper will demonstrate that
the academic eschatology of the American church and the operational violence of the Israeli



state are not isolated phenomena, but symbiotic components of a singular ideological pipeline
with devastating human consequences.

2. The Foundations of Christian Zionism and Dispensationalism
2.1. John Nelson Darby and the Origins of Dispensational Theology

To comprehend the uncritical political and financial support for the modern State of Israel
emanating from American evangelical strongholds, one must first examine the nineteenth-
century theological innovations that severed biblical interpretation from historical context. The
ideological scaffolding of modern Christian Zionism rests upon dispensationalism, a highly
structured eschatological framework popularized by John Nelson Darby, an Anglo-Irish
clergyman and a foundational figure in the Plymouth Brethren movement. Prior to Darby, the
dominant theological consensus within Western Christianity was supersessionism, which
posited that the Christian church had spiritually inherited the covenantal promises originally
made to the ancient Israelites. Darby radically departed from this tradition by introducing a
stark bifurcation into biblical theology. He argued that God maintains two entirely separate,
parallel redemptive plans—one for the earthly, national entity of Israel, and another for the
spiritual, heavenly entity of the Christian Church.

Darby divided human history into distinct eras, or dispensations, asserting that biblical
prophecies regarding the restoration of Israel were not spiritual metaphors fulfilled by the
Church, but literal, future geopolitical events that must unfold on the physical territory of the
Levant. Within this paradigm, the ingathering of the Jewish diaspora and the reestablishment of
a sovereign Jewish state are not viewed as secular political achievements, but as absolute
prophetic prerequisites for the culmination of human history, specifically the Rapture and the
Second Coming of Christ. This theological pivot is profound. By assigning divine inevitability to
modern territorial control, Darbyist dispensationalism inherently minimizes the ethical
considerations of how that control is achieved or maintained. The indigenous populations living
on the contested land are structurally reduced to mere impediments or background characters
in a Western Christian apocalyptic drama. Consequently, the theology predetermines a political
stance. Offering unconditional geopolitical support for the State of Israel becomes a necessary
act of faithfulness, aligning the believer with the predetermined will of God while rendering the
resulting human suffering practically invisible.

2.2. The Scofield Reference Bible and Mainstream Acceptance

While John Nelson Darby provided the theoretical architecture of dispensationalism, it was the
American lawyer-turned-minister Cyrus Ingerson Scofield who institutionalized this theology
into the bedrock of American evangelicalism. In the early twentieth century, Scofield recognized
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that for Darbyist theology to transition from an esoteric sect to a mainstream religious
movement, it needed to be accessible to the everyday congregant. His solution was the
publication of the Scofield Reference Bible in 1909. This monumental text fundamentally altered
the physical landscape of the Bible by embedding extensive, dispensationalist commentary
directly on the same page alongside the scriptural text. For millions of lay readers, particularly
those in the rapidly expanding evangelical congregations of the American Midwest and South,
the visual proximity of the commentary to the scripture effectively blurred the line between
divine revelation and Scofield’s specific eschatological interpretation.

The Scofield Reference Bible provided a comprehensive, easy-to-digest system for decoding
complex prophetic literature, transforming the Bible into a roadmap for future geopolitical
events. Scofield’s notes repeatedly reinforced a literalist, futurist reading of prophecy,
emphasizing an imminent pre-tribulation Rapture and the non-negotiable necessity of Israel’s
physical restoration. Because this theological framework was systematically packaged within the
physical bounds of the Holy Bible, questioning dispensationalism became synonymous, in many
fundamentalist circles, with questioning the authority of Scripture itself. Over the ensuing
decades, the Scofield Reference Bible permeated Bible colleges, seminaries, and missionary
movements across the United States. It fostered a cultural ecosystem where the existence and
military expansion of the modern State of Israel—from its establishment in 1948 to the
territorial acquisitions of subsequent wars—were celebrated not as controversial acts of
statecraft, but as miraculous confirmations of the Scofield timeline. By mainstreaming the belief
that the land promises made to Abraham were eternally and unconditionally binding to the
modern political state, Scofield conditioned generations of American Christians to view the
geopolitical complexities of the Middle East through an exclusively prophetic lens. This mass
theological conditioning laid the essential groundwork for a powerful, well-funded political
constituency that reflexively supports Israeli state actions, viewing any opposition to the ethno-
state as an opposition to divine prophecy, thereby completing the first stage of the ideological
pipeline from academic theology to operational complicity.

3. The Academic Eschatology of the American Midwest
3.1. Evangelical Conditioning and the Sunday School Curriculum

The translation of dispensational theology from the margins of the Scofield Reference Bible into
the bedrock of American Midwestern culture is primarily an achievement of pedagogy. In
evangelical communities, eschatology is not a fringe subject reserved for seminary debate; it is a
core component of the standard educational curriculum, introduced to congregants at a highly
formative age. To understand the depth of ideological complicity in places like Joplin, Missouri,



one must examine the mechanisms of this grassroots religious conditioning, which
operationalizes geopolitics as an academic, spiritual exercise.

Within the evangelical Sunday school ecosystem, the complex geopolitical history of the Middle
East is systematically simplified and mapped onto elaborate, color-coded prophetic timelines.
From youth group seminars to adult Bible study fellowships, the teaching of prophecy is treated
much like a divine science. Instructors utilize charts, graphs, and study guides to trace the
dispensations of human history, placing a heavy emphasis on the future Tribulation, the
Rapture, and the millennial reign of Christ. In this curriculum, the modern State of Israel serves
as the central anchor point on the eschatological timeline. Children and young adults are taught
to read the daily news—specifically conflicts involving Israel—not as political events driven by
resource allocation, nationalism, or human rights disputes, but as the active fulfillment of
ancient scripture.

This pedagogical approach fundamentally alters the cognitive processing of modern warfare.
When a geopolitical conflict is introduced to a community primarily as a puzzle piece in a
prophetic roadmap, the human cost of that conflict is immediately abstracted. The Palestinian
population is structurally omitted from this curriculum; when they are acknowledged, it is
almost exclusively as biblical antagonists or obstacles to divine prophecy. Through decades of
this repetitive, institutionalized teaching, evangelical culture cultivates a deeply ingrained
confirmation bias. Congregants are conditioned to experience a sense of spiritual validation—
even excitement—when violence erupts in the Middle East, because such violence is
interpreted as a signal of the impending return of Christ. By framing the enforcement of an
ethno-state as a mandatory theological academic exercise, the church successfully insulates its
believers from the ethical implications of state violence, guaranteeing a reliable base of
domestic political support for Israeli militarism.

3.2. The Luxury of Distance and Passive Zionism

The efficacy of this academic eschatology relies heavily upon the geographic and experiential
void separating the American Midwest from the Levant. The form of Zionism practiced in
evangelical enclaves is defined by its passivity and its privilege. It is an armchair eschatology,
uniquely possible only in an environment of total physical safety. For the believer residing in the
American heartland, the theological demand to support the expansion and security of the
Israeli state requires absolutely no physical sacrifice, no exposure to danger, and no
confrontation with the brutal realities of occupation or war.

This luxury of distance allows for the complete sanitization of geopolitical violence. An
evangelical congregation can host a rally for Israel, lobby their congressional representatives to
increase foreign military aid, or donate to organizations funding settlement expansions, all



before returning to the uninterrupted peace of their suburban lives. They do not have to
navigate military checkpoints, their homes are not subject to demolition orders, and their skies
are not filled with surveillance drones or fighter jets. The violence required to manifest their
theological vision is outsourced entirely.

This dynamic produces what can be termed passive Zionism. It is passive not in its political or
financial output, which is robust and highly influential, but in its material risk. The believer is
able to maintain a pristine, idealized image of the Israeli state because they never have to
interact with its physical enforcement. Furthermore, this distance breeds a profound lack of
empathy. Because the Midwestern believer experiences the Middle East primarily as a theater
of prophecy rather than a theater of human suffering, the collateral damage of state violence is
easily dismissed. The systemic deprivation of the Palestinian people is rationalized away as
either a necessary growing pain of the prophesied end times or a consequence of opposing the
divine will. The luxury of physical distance thus becomes an incubator for moral detachment,
allowing a massive demographic of American voters to actively champion devastating military
policies from behind a veil of sanitized religious piety.

4. The Sanitization of Geopolitics in Evangelical Culture
4.1. Separating Prophecy from Physical Consequence

In the cultural landscape of evangelical strongholds like Joplin, Missouri, a sophisticated
cognitive mechanism operates to decouple theological support for the State of Israel from the
material suffering that such support facilitates. This sanitization process is primarily achieved by
reclassifying geopolitical events as prophetic milestones. When a conflict is viewed through a
prophetic lens, the moral and ethical frameworks usually applied to human suffering—such as
international law, human rights, or the basic principle of non-maleficence—are effectively
suspended. In this worldview, the physical consequences of military action, such as the
destruction of residential blocks in Gaza or the displacement of hundreds of thousands of
civilians, are not seen as human tragedies resulting from policy choices. Instead, they are
interpreted as the necessary friction of divine history moving toward its conclusion.

This separation is facilitated by a specific type of moral anesthetic. In the evangelical mind, the
label of prophecy serves to bypass empathy. If a war is perceived as a fulfillment of biblical
narrative, the individuals caught in the crossfire are no longer seen as human beings with
intrinsic rights, but as incidental characters in a pre-ordained script. This allows the believer to
remain emotionally insulated while advocating for policies that result in mass casualties. For
instance, while a resident in Joplin might be deeply moved by a local house fire or a
neighborhood crisis, they can simultaneously watch the systematic leveling of Gazan



infrastructure with a sense of detached spiritual validation. The geographic distance between
the Missouri Ozarks and the Mediterranean coast acts as a physical buffer, but the theological
distance—the gap between the sinner and the prophesied instrument—is what truly enables
the sanitization of violence. By the time the news of Gaza’s devastation reaches the pews in
Joplin, it has been filtered through a dispensationalist sieve that removes the blood, the
screams, and the human waste, leaving only the sterilized data points of a theological timeline.

4.2. The Spiritualization of the Ethno-State

A critical component of this ideological pipeline is the transformation of the modern, secular
State of Israel into a spiritual icon. In evangelical culture, the Israeli state is rarely analyzed as a
fallible human government subject to the same corruption or strategic errors as any other
nation. Instead, it is spiritualized, treated as a divine avatar that exists above the reach of
secular criticism. This spiritualization is visibly manifested in the physical environment of
Midwestern churches, where the blue-and-white flag of Israel is frequently displayed with a
level of reverence usually reserved for religious symbols like the cross. This conflation of a
national flag with a spiritual promise effectively grants the state a form of theological immunity.

When an ethno-state is spiritualized, its military becomes an army of God, and its expansion
becomes the reclaiming of a holy inheritance. This framework makes it nearly impossible for the
average congregant to engage with the reality of operational violence in Gaza as a series of
human rights violations. Within this spiritualized context, the concept of the chosen people is
often stripped of its ancient ethical obligations and repurposed as a blanket justification for
modern state power. This creates a feedback loop where the more violent or controversial the
state’s actions become, the more the evangelical supporter feels a religious duty to defend
them against what they perceive as worldly or demonic opposition. The state is no longer a
political actor; it is a sacred vessel. Consequently, the dehumanization observed in Gaza—where
leadership refers to populations as human animals—is not met with horror in these religious
circles. Instead, it is often met with a silent, conditioned acceptance, as the believer has been
taught that any force utilized to protect the spiritualized state is inherently righteous. This
process completes the sanitization: the horrors of war are rebranded as the triumphs of faith,
and the suffering of the occupied is dismissed as the inevitable fate of those who stand in the
way of a divine mandate.

5. The Political Economy of Western Ideological Complicity
5.1. Lobbying, Advocacy, and Political Cover

The theological conditioning found in the American Midwest does not merely produce passive
belief; it generates one of the most formidable political economies in the modern world. When
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the theological necessity of a Jewish ethno-state is ingrained into the cultural bedrock of
millions of voters, it creates a highly mobilized, single-issue constituency. This demographic
power is harnessed and directed by massive lobbying apparatuses, most notably Christian
Zionist organizations that act as the political arm of the ideological pipeline. Organizations such
as Christians United for Israel have successfully translated the academic eschatology of the
Sunday school classroom into a rigid political litmus test for American elected officials. For the
Midwestern politician, demonstrating unequivocal support for Israeli state policies, regardless of
international law or human rights considerations, is often a non-negotiable requirement for
securing the evangelical voting bloc.

This dynamic provides the Israeli state with an unprecedented level of international political
cover. When the Israeli military engages in catastrophic operations in the Gaza Strip—such as
the systematic destruction of urban infrastructure and the enforcement of starvation-inducing
blockades—the international outcry and attempts at diplomatic censure are routinely
neutralized by American political intervention. This intervention is directly sustained by the
pressure of the Christian Zionist lobby. Politicians are acutely aware that any attempt to
condition military aid or hold the Israeli government accountable for human rights violations
will be framed by their evangelical constituents not as a matter of foreign policy, but as a
betrayal of biblical prophecy. Consequently, the theological distance that sanitizes violence for
the congregant in Joplin simultaneously paralyzes the legislative bodies in Washington. The
result is a political environment where the operational violence of the ethno-state operates
with near-total impunity, shielded by a Western superpower whose domestic politics are heavily
influenced by the eschatological demands of a religious voting bloc.

5.2. Financial Pipelines and Christian Zionist Organizations

Beyond political cover, the ideological pipeline facilitates a massive, direct transfer of wealth
from American communities to the physical enforcement of the Israeli ethno-state. The
sanitization of geopolitics allows evangelical churches and Christian Zionist non-governmental
organizations to view the funding of Israeli military and settlement expansion not as an
endorsement of occupation, but as an act of charity and spiritual obedience. This financial
pipeline is staggering in its volume and is heavily subsidized by the American taxpayer, as the
majority of these donations are processed through tax-exempt organizations.

Funds raised in church offering plates and regional rallies across the American heartland are
routinely funneled into projects that directly contribute to the displacement and systemic
deprivation of the Palestinian population. Millions of dollars are channeled annually to support
outposts and settlements in the West Bank, funding the construction of infrastructure, security
apparatuses, and land-titling projects that cement the de facto annexation of Palestinian land.
Furthermore, significant financial contributions are directed toward organizations that provide
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tactical support, recreational facilities, and welfare to units of the Israeli military. For the
congregant in the Midwest, a donation to these causes is marketed as a way to bless the chosen
people and secure divine favor. However, on the ground in the Levant, these funds are
operationalized as the concrete, surveillance equipment, and logistical support required to
maintain military supremacy and execute the devastation seen in the Gaza Strip. The financial
pipeline thus exposes the ultimate contradiction of passive Zionism: while the American
believer is entirely insulated from the physical violence, their untaxed capital is an active,
indispensable participant in the material destruction of Palestinian life.

6. The Transition from Theology to State Ideology
6.1. The Foundations of State Zionism

To fully grasp the mechanics of the ideological pipeline, it is essential to examine the receiving
end: the ideology of the Israeli state itself. While American Christian Zionism is rooted in
nineteenth-century eschatology, the state ideology of Israel traces its origins to the late
nineteenth-century secular political movement of Zionism. Initially conceived by figures like
Theodor Herzl as a nationalist solution to European antisemitism, early political Zionism was
largely a secular, socialist endeavor focused on establishing a safe haven for the Jewish diaspora.
However, to legitimize the colonization of a territory already inhabited by an indigenous
Palestinian population, the secular political project inevitably had to absorb and weaponize
religious narratives. The claim to the land of Palestine could not rest solely on modern political
theory; it required the invocation of ancient biblical covenants to justify the displacement of the
existing population.

Following the establishment of the state in 1948 and the occupation of the West Bank, Gaza,
and East Jerusalem in 1967, the secular foundations of the state increasingly merged with
religious nationalism. This synthesis created a formidable state ideology where the maintenance
of demographic supremacy and territorial expansion became entwined with religious destiny.
Within this framework, the state ceases to be merely a political apparatus managing civil affairs;
it elevates itself to the status of a sacred project. Consequently, the operational policies
required to maintain the ethno-state—including military occupation, the construction of
separation barriers, the expansion of illegal settlements, and the siege of the Gaza Strip—are
transformed from violations of international law into acts of national salvation. This ideological
foundation dictates that the existence of a sovereign, indigenous Palestinian presence is not
merely a political dispute over borders, but an existential and theological threat to the state’s
core identity. This creates a deeply entrenched operational posture where violence and
structural deprivation are normalized as necessary tools for state survival and expansion.
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6.2. Intersections of Christian Zionism and Israeli Policy

The most critical juncture of the ideological pipeline occurs where the passive eschatology of
the American Midwest physically intersects with the geopolitical strategy of the Israeli
government. The relationship between Western Christian Zionists and the Israeli political
establishment is not merely a coincidental alignment of interests; it is a highly cultivated,
symbiotic alliance. For the Israeli government, the massive evangelical voting bloc in the United
States represents an invaluable strategic asset—a firewall against international sanctions and a
perpetual source of political and financial capital. Successive Israeli administrations, most
notably those led by Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, have actively courted conservative
evangelical leaders, recognizing that their theological conditioning translates into unconditional
political loyalty.

This intersection requires a profound, mutual cynicism. Israeli leadership actively embraces the
support of Christian Zionists, knowingly utilizing their vast lobbying networks and untaxed
financial pipelines to fund military infrastructure and settlement expansion. In doing so, the
state apparatus effectively ignores the underlying dispensationalist theology of its
benefactors—a theology which inherently prophesies a deeply antisemitic conclusion where
Jews must either convert to Christianity or face apocalyptic annihilation during the End Times.
The Israeli political establishment is willing to overlook the fatalistic, conversionary goals of
Midwestern eschatology in exchange for the immediate, material benefits of their political
cover.

To cement this alliance, Israeli officials deliberately adopt the rhetoric of their Western
benefactors, framing the geopolitical conflicts of the Middle East not as territorial disputes, but
as cosmic battles defending Judeo-Christian civilization against the forces of radical Islam. When
state leaders address evangelical summits or American political audiences, they speak the
language of the Scofield Reference Bible, confirming the confirmation bias of the American
believer. This deliberate linguistic framing completes the pipeline. The Israeli government takes
the sanitized, academic theology taught in places like Joplin, Missouri, and repackages it as state
policy. The evangelical congregant feels spiritually validated by the actions of the state, while
the state receives the unregulated funding and geopolitical immunity required to execute its
operational violence upon the Palestinian population without interference.

7. The Operationalization of Biblical Narratives in Military Doctrine
7.1. The Amalek Directive and the Justification of Totality

The ideological pipeline reaches its most lethal phase when the theological abstractions
championed in the American Midwest are actively integrated into the military doctrine and
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political rhetoric of the Israeli state. In the context of the Gaza conflict, this integration is not
subtle or merely subtextual; it is explicit and broadcasted from the highest echelons of
leadership. The operationalization of biblical narratives serves a distinct strategic purpose: it
transforms a modern, asymmetric geopolitical conflict subject to international law into a cosmic,
holy war subject only to divine mandate. The most potent and chilling example of this
phenomenon is the recurring invocation of the Amalek directive by Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu and other senior officials.

To understand the devastating operational implications of this rhetoric, one must examine the
biblical text being weaponized. In the Hebrew Bible, Amalek is not merely an adversary nation;
it represents an eternal, metaphysical enemy of the Israelites. The scriptural command
regarding Amalek, found in the book of First Samuel, is an explicit directive for complete and
total annihilation. The text demands that the Israelites smite Amalek and utterly destroy all that
they have, explicitly ordering the killing of men, women, infants, sucklings, and livestock. When
a modern head of state, commanding a nuclear-armed military equipped with advanced
aerospace technology, instructs his soldiers to remember what Amalek has done to you, it
ceases to be a historical allusion. It becomes a military directive of totality.

By mapping the Palestinian population, or the governing authority in Gaza, onto the biblical
archetype of Amalek, Israeli leadership effectively bypasses the modern legal and ethical
frameworks of war. The Amalek narrative does not allow for proportionality, rules of
engagement, or the preservation of civilian infrastructure. It is a narrative of erasure. In this
framework, the catastrophic destruction of Gaza—the flattening of entire neighborhoods, the
bombardment of hospitals, and the decimation of agricultural land—is not viewed as a strategic
military excess or a war crime, but as a faithful execution of a historical and divine imperative.
The invocation of Amalek justifies totality because it frames the survival of the enemy, down to
the last infant or foundational stone, as a direct threat to the spiritual and physical survival of
the state.

7.2. Scriptural License for Civilian Destruction

The danger of operationalizing a text like the Amalek directive is that it fundamentally
dismantles the core pillar of international humanitarian law: the principle of distinction
between combatants and non-combatants. When military operations are framed as a holy war
against an ancient, ontological evil, the category of the innocent civilian is rhetorically and
practically erased. This scriptural license trickles down from the prime minister's podium into
the rank-and-file of the military, serving as psychological conditioning for soldiers engaged in
urban warfare.
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If the enemy is Amalek, then the entire population is inherently weaponized by their mere
existence. This theological framing provides a psychological and moral anesthetic for the
soldiers executing the campaign, mirroring the sanitization process observed in Midwestern
evangelical churches, but with immediate, lethal consequences. It allows a sophisticated
military to rationalize the widespread killing of women and children, the targeted destruction of
universities and cultural heritage sites, and the implementation of a starvation-inducing siege.
These actions are no longer categorized as the collective punishment of a captive population,
but as the painful, necessary work of spiritual and national preservation.

Furthermore, this scriptural license is heavily utilized to insulate the state from domestic and
international accountability. When human rights organizations or international courts accuse
the military of disproportionate violence or genocidal intent, the defense often retreats into the
fortress of this religious nationalism. The violence is defended as a unique, existential necessity
that secular international bodies simply cannot comprehend. The operationalization of biblical
narratives thus serves a dual purpose: it psychological liberates the military from the ethical
restraints of modern warfare, while simultaneously providing a theological shield against
international condemnation, fortified by the passive, echoing support of Western Christian
Zionists who recognize and applaud the biblical terminology. The result is a theater of war
where the limits of destruction are dictated not by the Geneva Conventions, but by the
interpreted demands of ancient scripture.

8. The Rhetoric of Dehumanization
8.1. Language from Leadership and the Normalization of Extremity

The operationalization of state violence requires more than just military logistics and theological
justification; it necessitates the systematic rhetorical destruction of the enemy’s humanity. In
the context of the Gaza conflict, the ideological pipeline facilitates an environment where the
most extreme forms of dehumanization are not relegated to the fringes of society, but are
broadcast from the highest echelons of political and military leadership. This top-down
rhetorical strategy serves to normalize extremity, transforming actions that are universally
recognized as war crimes into acceptable, even celebrated, methods of national defense.

Critical discourse analysis of statements made by Israeli officials during the conflict reveals a
consistent, deliberate effort to strip the Palestinian population of human status. When Defense
Minister Yoav Gallant publicly announced a total siege on Gaza—explicitly stating that
electricity, food, water, and fuel would be cut off —he justified this collective punishment by
declaring that the military was fighting "human animals." Similarly, Finance Minister Bezalel
Smotrich openly posited that the deliberate starvation of two million Gazans might be a moral
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and justified tactic. These are not isolated gaffes or emotional outbursts; they are calculated
linguistic maneuvers that alter the fundamental paradigm of the conflict. By categorizing the
enemy as subhuman or animalistic, leadership effectively nullifies the applicability of human
rights. One does not negotiate with, or provide humanitarian aid to, an animalistic threat; one
exterminates it.

This rhetoric of dehumanization works in tandem with the spiritualized narratives discussed
previously. While the Amalek directive provides the theological mandate for total destruction,
the "human animal" rhetoric provides the secular, biological rationalization. Together, they
create an impenetrable ideological shield against moral accountability. For the Midwestern
evangelical observing from afar, this language is often filtered or ignored, swallowed by the
overarching belief in the state's divine right. But on the ground, this language serves as the
primary mechanism for normalizing extremity, shifting the boundaries of acceptable military
conduct so far into the realm of total war that the systematic deprivation of a captive
population becomes a normalized bureaucratic procedure.

8.2. Psychological Conditioning for Warfare

The rhetoric deployed by leadership does not exist in a vacuum; it is the foundational material
for the psychological conditioning of the military personnel tasked with executing the violence.
For an advanced military force to systematically dismantle urban infrastructure, target
healthcare facilities, and inflict mass civilian casualties without widespread mutiny or
immediate, debilitating moral injury among its ranks, a profound psychological buffer must be
established. Dehumanizing rhetoric provides this exact buffer, acting as a cognitive mechanism
of moral disengagement.

When soldiers are immersed in a state ideology that routinely characterizes the population they
are occupying or attacking as ontologically evil, subhuman, or inherently guilty by association,
the psychological barriers to committing extreme violence are dismantled. The rules of
engagement are no longer governed by the principle of distinction between combatant and
civilian, but by the assumption of universal guilt. This conditioning allows a soldier to press the
launch button on a devastating airstrike, or to enforce a blockade that blocks pediatric medicine,
without experiencing the paralyzing cognitive dissonance that would normally accompany such
actions. The victim has been rhetorically excised from the human family, rendering their
suffering legally and morally invisible to the perpetrator.

This operational conditioning is the dark mirror of the academic eschatology practiced in the
American Midwest. In the evangelical Sunday school, congregants are conditioned to view the
Middle East through a sanitized lens that removes the human cost of prophecy, allowing for
passive, guiltless political support. In the theater of war, the soldier is conditioned by
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dehumanizing rhetoric to view the physical destruction of the enemy as a sanitized necessity,
allowing for active, guiltless participation in mass violence. Both systems rely on the erasure of
Palestinian humanity. The tragedy of the ideological pipeline is that it seamlessly connects the
guiet, unexamined faith of the Midwestern voter to the psychological mechanisms that enable
soldiers to execute catastrophic violence, proving that the distance between a sanitized
theology and a genocidal reality is only a matter of rhetoric and state power.

9. The Material Reality of the Gaza Catastrophe
9.1. Overt Military Violence and Infrastructure Decimation

The theoretical constructs of eschatology and the dehumanizing rhetoric of political leadership
find their ultimate physical expression in the landscape of the Gaza Strip. As of May 2026, the
territory stands as a testament to the totality of modern urban warfare when unrestrained by
traditional humanitarian boundaries. The overt military violence observed in Gaza is
characterized by its systematic and comprehensive nature; it is not merely the collateral damage
of a war against a militant group, but a coordinated campaign of infrastructure decimation
designed to render the territory uninhabitable. This process, increasingly described in academic
and legal circles as urbicide or domicide, involves the deliberate destruction of the physical
environment that sustains civilian life and community identity.

The scale of this destruction is unprecedented in the twenty-first century. High-intensity aerial
bombardments, combined with sustained artillery fire and ground maneuvers, have targeted
the fundamental pillars of civil society. Residential neighborhoods that once housed hundreds
of thousands have been reduced to sprawling fields of gray concrete dust and twisted rebar.
According to satellite analysis and international humanitarian assessments, a vast majority of
housing units across the Gaza Strip have been either completely leveled or rendered structurally
unsound. This is not an incidental outcome of combat but a calculated strategy to dismantle the
social fabric of the Palestinian people. When a home is destroyed, the archives of a family’s
history, their sense of safety, and their multi-generational connection to the land are erased
simultaneously, creating a permanent state of displacement.

Furthermore, the decimation extends to critical public infrastructure with a precision that
suggests intentionality. Hospitals, which are granted special protection under international law,
have been systematically targeted, besieged, and decommissioned, leading to the total collapse
of the healthcare system during a time of mass trauma. Universities, primary schools, and
cultural heritage sites—including ancient mosques, historic churches, and libraries—have been
systematically leveled. This indicates an effort to erase the intellectual, educational, and cultural
infrastructure of the population, effectively targeting the future of the society. The utility grids,
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including water desalination plants, sewage treatment facilities, and power stations, have been
crippled, forcing the population into a primitive state of survival. In Gaza, the material reality is
one where the very concept of a functional city has been obliterated, leaving behind a
wasteland that serves as the physical manifestation of the dehumanizing rhetoric that paved the
way for the military campaign.

9.2. The Asymmetry of Power and Destruction

The catastrophe in Gaza is fundamentally defined by a profound and absolute asymmetry of
power. This is not a conflict between two comparable military forces or sovereign entities; it is a
confrontation between one of the world's most technologically advanced state militaries and a
captive, blockaded population with no standing army, no navy, and no air force. The tools of
destruction utilized by the Israeli state represent the pinnacle of modern military science, often
funded and developed in partnership with the Western powers where the ideological pipeline
begins.

This asymmetry is most visible in the technological disparity of the violence. On one side, the
military utilizes satellite-guided munitions, Al-driven targeting systems that can generate
thousands of strike leads per day, and sophisticated drone swarms capable of persistent
surveillance and lethal strikes. On the other side is a civilian population trapped within one of
the most densely populated enclaves on earth, with no access to bomb shelters, no early
warning systems, and no legal or physical means of escape. The blockade, which has been
strictly enforced for nearly two decades, has ensured that the population remains uniquely
vulnerable, systematically deprived of the materials needed to build protective structures or
maintain a resilient emergency response system.

The psychological weight of this asymmetry is a core component of the operational violence.
The constant presence of surveillance drones creates a persistent state of atmospheric terror,
where the population exists under the permanent gaze of an invisible and lethal observer. The
precision of the weaponry is often cited by state officials as a means of reducing civilian
casualties, yet in the material reality of Gaza, this precision is frequently utilized to
systematically target the vital infrastructure—bakeries, water towers, solar panels—that makes
life possible. The destruction is asymmetrical not just in its volume, but in its existential impact.
While the state military operates from a position of total domestic security, backed by a global
superpower and a sanitized domestic ideology, the population of Gaza faces an absolute erasure
of their environment. The lopsided nature of the casualties and the scorched-earth policy
utilized against civilian life emphasize that this is an exercise of overwhelming state power
designed to crush the will of a people and permanently alter the demographics of the land. In
this context, the physical ruin of Gaza is the final, material proof of what occurs when a
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sanitized, distant theology provides the moral license for a superior military force to act with
total impunity.

10. Systemic Deprivation and the Weaponization of Resources
10.1. The Architecture of the Blockade

The material reality in the Gaza Strip as of May 2026 is defined by a sophisticated and
impenetrable architecture of blockade that extends far beyond physical barriers. This
architecture is built upon a foundation of bureaucratic and military controls that systematically
strangulate the lifeblood of the civilian population. At the heart of this system is the dual-use
list, a restrictive regulatory framework that classifies a vast array of essential civilian goods as
potential security threats. By labeling items such as water pumps, electrical generators, engine
oil, and even basic solar panels as dual-use, the Israeli state maintains a permanent state of
emergency while appearing to follow a security-based logic. Reports from international aid
organizations indicate that as of early 2026, approximately one-third of all requests to bring in
critical water and sanitation supplies are either rejected or left unanswered, creating a
functional embargo on the tools necessary to sustain human life.

This blockade is not merely a static perimeter; it is a dynamic mechanism of control that utilizes
fuel as a primary lever of power. By strictly limiting the amount of fuel allowed into the territory,
the state effectively controls the operation of every hospital, bakery, and water desalination
plant. Without sufficient fuel, the remaining infrastructure—already decimated by overt military
violence—becomes useless. This creates a cascading failure of services: when pumps cannot
run, sewage overflows into the streets and contaminates the groundwater; when generators
fail, pediatric wards and intensive care units become death traps. The architecture of the
blockade thus serves as the structural implementation of the dehumanizing rhetoric analyzed
earlier, transforming the territory into an enclosed space where every calorie of food and every
liter of water is a concession granted or withheld by the occupying power.

10.2. Starvation and Deprivation as Tools of War

The ultimate consequence of this structural architecture is the deliberate weaponization of
survival resources. By 2026, the cumulative impact of the blockade and targeted destruction has
resulted in a humanitarian catastrophe that many international bodies have characterized as a
man-made famine. Satellite data from mid-2025 and early 2026 reveals that nearly 86 percent
of Gaza’s agricultural land has been destroyed or rendered unusable, effectively wiping out the
territory's local food production capacity. This destruction is not an incidental byproduct of
conflict but a systematic effort to dismantle the self-sufficiency of the population. Orchards,
field crops, and greenhouses have been leveled, while irrigation systems have been
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systematically uprooted. This decimation, coupled with tactical restrictions on the entry of food
aid, led to an official famine declaration in August 2025—the first ever in the Middle East region.

Furthermore, the weaponization of water has created a public health crisis of unprecedented
proportions. With 90 percent of water and sanitation assets damaged or destroyed, the
population is forced to rely on contaminated wells or unaffordable private water trucks, the
latter of which are frequently targeted or blocked by military operations. This deprivation has
direct biological consequences: by 2026, skin infections and gastrointestinal illnesses account
for a massive percentage of medical consultations, with a resurgence of diseases previously
eradicated in the region. The lack of access to clean water and sanitation is a form of slow-
motion violence that targets the most vulnerable—the elderly, the sick, and the children. In this
context, starvation and thirst are not unfortunate side effects of war but are operationalized as
tools of collective punishment. The reality in Gaza demonstrates that when a population is
rhetorically dehumanized as human animals, the deprivation of water and food is no longer
seen as a crime, but as a tactical necessity in the enforcement of a theological and nationalistic
vision.

11. The Disconnect Between Ideological Complicity and Material Devastation
11.1. Privilege, Safety, and the Unexamined Belief

The psychological and sociological distance between the American Midwest and the Gaza Strip
is not merely a matter of miles, but a profound chasm of privilege that enables the maintenance
of a violent ideology without the burden of its consequences. In the evangelical enclaves of
places like Joplin, Missouri, the support for Zionism functions as a form of lifestyle theology—a
set of deeply held convictions that require zero physical or moral sacrifice from the believer. This
is the luxury of the unexamined belief. Because the Midwestern supporter exists within a
framework of absolute state-sanctioned safety, they are granted the psychological permission to
advocate for a project of territorial expansion and military totality that they will never have to
witness, let alone survive. The ideological pipeline allows the believer to outsource the gore and
the ethical trauma of their eschatology to a distant population, leaving the home front sanitized
and spiritually satisfied.

This privilege manifests as a total lack of cognitive friction. The congregant can sit in a
temperature-controlled sanctuary and pray for the fulfillment of prophecies that involve the
leveling of cities, without ever feeling the heat of the fire or the grit of the concrete dust. For
them, Zionism is a hobbyist eschatology; it is something to be discussed over coffee or studied
in a glossy workbook. The violence that maintains the Israeli ethno-state is treated as an
abstraction or a special effect in a divine movie. This insulation is what makes the belief so
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dangerous: it is immune to the corrective power of empathy because the human cost is never
allowed to pierce the bubble of Midwestern domesticity. The supporter is a cheerleader for a
war they mistakenly believe is bloodless, or at the very least, a war where the blood is shed by
individuals they have been conditioned to see as subhuman. This disconnect is the ultimate
expression of Western privilege—the ability to fund, pray for, and politically shield a catastrophe
from the comfort of a life where the most pressing concern is local property taxes or the
weather.

11.2. The Burden of Experiencing Weaponized Eschatology

For the Palestinian population in Gaza, there is no luxury of distance and no possibility of an
unexamined life. They are the involuntary subjects of an eschatology they did not choose and
do not share. To live in Gaza is to bear the physical and psychological burden of being the
designated antagonist in a Western religious fantasy. While the evangelical in the Midwest views
the Amalek narrative as a fascinating piece of Sunday school curriculum, the Gazan parent
experiences it as the theological justification for why their child’s school was targeted by a
precision-guided munition. This is weaponized eschatology: the moment a nineteenth-century
Anglo-Irish theological innovation lands as a 2,000-pound bomb.

The burden is not just physical, but existentially crushing. There is a specific, profound trauma in
knowing that your systematic destruction is being monitored, cheered, and financed by people
halfway across the globe who believe your erasure is a holy necessity. It is the experience of
being ontologically erased before you are physically killed. The Gazan population must navigate
a reality where their homes are not considered houses, but obstacles to prophecy; where their
children are not seen as innocents, but as the human animals of a dehumanizing state rhetoric.
The psychological toll of living under a weaponized theology is a form of perpetual mourning for
a future that has been stolen to satisfy someone else’s past. While the believer in Joplin finds
spiritual meaning in the conflict, the survivor in Gaza finds only the senseless, grinding reality of
a man-made apocalypse. The disconnect is total: one side experiences the high of a spiritual
victory, while the other side is buried under the rubble of that same victory, proving that the
ideological pipeline is a machine that converts Western religious fervor into Middle Eastern
material ruin.

12. Conclusion: The Cost of Weaponized Eschatology
12.1. Summarizing the Pipeline of Violence

The investigation into the ideological pipeline of Zionism reveals a devastating trajectory that
begins in the sanitized, academic pews of the American Midwest and terminates in the
methodical decimation of the Gaza Strip. As this paper has demonstrated, the theological
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framework of Christian Dispensationalism—institutionalized by the Scofield Reference Bible—
functions as more than a religious belief; it is a powerful political lubricant. In places like Joplin,
Missouri, this ideology transforms the violent enforcement of a geopolitical project into a
bloodless, divine inevitability. By framing the modern State of Israel as a sacred vessel on a
prophetic timeline, evangelical culture systematically scrubs the human cost of occupation and
warfare from the consciousness of its believers. This creates a unique form of passive Zionism,
where millions of citizens in a global superpower offer unconditional political and financial
support for actions they are geographically and experientially insulated from witnessing.

The physical consequence of this distant, unexamined faith is the operational violence currently
unfolding in Gaza. The transition from theology to state policy is completed when Israeli
leadership weaponizes the very same biblical narratives cherished in the West to justify the
totality of modern warfare. The invocation of the Amalek directive and the persistent use of
dehumanizing rhetoric—categorizing an entire population as "human animals"—provide the
moral and psychological license for the systemic destruction of Gaza’s social, cultural, and
physical fabric. As of May 2026, the material reality is one of catastrophic failure: a man-made
famine, the near-total collapse of the healthcare and education systems, and a landscape
defined by urbicide. The ideological pipeline effectively converts the quiet religious conditioning
of the American heartland into the kinetic energy of a genocide, shielding the perpetrators with
a wall of international impunity maintained by a religiously motivated voting bloc.

12.2. Implications for Future Geopolitical and Theological Discourse

Looking forward, the persistence of weaponized eschatology poses a profound challenge to
international law and the possibility of a just peace in the Middle East. The 2026 political
landscape, marked by the elevation of aggressive Christian Zionist figures to high-level
diplomatic posts and the continued expansion of illegal settlements, suggests that the
ideological pipeline remains structurally intact despite growing international condemnation. The
failure of the international community to bridge the cognitive gap between Western ideological
complicity and Middle Eastern material ruin has allowed the conflict to transcend the
boundaries of a territorial dispute, entering the realm of a permanent, religiously justified
catastrophe. For future discourse, it is imperative to deconstruct these eschatological
frameworks not just as matters of private faith, but as active components of state-sponsored
violence.

Ultimately, the cost of weaponized eschatology is borne by the Palestinian people, who remain
the involuntary subjects of a Western apocalyptic fantasy. The stark contrast between the luxury
of unexamined religious belief in the Midwest and the burden of surviving its physical execution
in Gaza exposes the moral bankruptcy of any theology that requires the erasure of a people to
satisfy its prophecies. True reconciliation and the prevention of further catastrophic violence
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require a fundamental dismantling of the ideological mechanisms that sanitize suffering. Until
the supporters of the ethno-state are forced to confront the material reality of the "Amalek"
they have funded and prayed for, the pipeline of violence will continue to operate, proving that
the greatest danger to human life often lies not in the storm, but in the quiet, unquestioned

certainties of a sanitized faith.
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