
1 
 

The Kairos Palestine Documents: Theological Resistance, Christian Zionism, and Global 
Solidarity in the Israeli-Palestinian Conflict 

 

 

 

Douglas C. Youvan 

doug@youvan.com 

www.youvan.ai 

May 29, 2026 

 

The intersection of theology and geopolitical conflict is profoundly illustrated by the Kairos 
Palestine movement, initiated in December 2009 with the release of a landmark document by 
Palestinian Christian leaders. Inspired by the anti-apartheid South African Kairos Document of 
1985, this theological declaration reframed the Israeli military occupation not merely as a 
political dispute, but as a severe moral and theological crisis. By declaring the occupation a sin 
against God and humanity, the authors challenged global Christian communities to reexamine 
interpretations of scripture that justify systemic disenfranchisement and territorial annexation. 
Over the subsequent years, as the sociopolitical landscape of the Middle East grew increasingly 
volatile, the movement evolved from a singular appeal into a sustained global coalition. 
Subsequent declarations, notably the 2020 Cry for Hope and the forceful 2025 Kairos Palestine 
II, expanded the movement's critique to directly confront Christian Zionism, the realities of 
settler colonialism, and the devastating humanitarian impacts of recent regional wars. This 
paper provides a comprehensive analysis of the Kairos Palestine movement, tracing its 
theological foundations, its strategic endorsement of non-violent resistance, and its highly 
polarized reception across the global religious and political spectrum. 
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1. Introduction to Palestinian Liberation Theology 

To comprehend the significance of the Kairos Palestine Document and its subsequent iterations, 
one must first locate it within the broader framework of Palestinian liberation theology. 
Liberation theology, as a global phenomenon, emerged in the mid-twentieth century primarily 
in Latin America as a moral and spiritual response to systemic poverty, political oppression, and 
social injustice. It asserts that the divine is intrinsically aligned with the marginalized and the 
oppressed, demanding that faith translate into active efforts to dismantle unjust structures. In 
the context of the Middle East, this theological framework underwent a contextual adaptation. 
Palestinian liberation theology developed not only as a critique of socioeconomic disparity but 
as a direct challenge to military occupation, statelessness, and the theological discourses that 
justify the dispossession of the Palestinian people. It serves as both a spiritual compass and a 
political critique, insisting that any theology prioritizing land claims or ethnic exclusivity over 
universal human dignity represents a profound distortion of the divine will. The Kairos Palestine 
movement stands as the most organized, internationally visible articulation of this theology, 
attempting to bridge the gap between local suffering and global Christian conscience. 

1.1. Defining Prophetic Theology in Conflict Zones 

A central tenet of the Kairos Palestine documents is the application of prophetic theology. In 
conflict zones, theological discourse often fractures into distinct categories. Drawing heavily 
from the typology established by the South African anti-apartheid movement, scholars and 
theologians identify state theology, which legitimizes the status quo and state-sanctioned 
violence; church theology, which emphasizes superficial reconciliation and neutrality at the 
expense of addressing structural injustice; and prophetic theology. Prophetic theology adopts 
the posture of the biblical prophets, speaking truth to power, demanding structural justice, and 
unequivocally denouncing systems of oppression. 

In the Israeli-Palestinian context, prophetic theology serves as a radical intervention. It rejects 
the premise of neutrality, arguing that in situations of gross power imbalance and military 
occupation, remaining neutral is tantamount to siding with the oppressor. This theological 
stance strips away the diplomatic and religious sanitization of the conflict. It names the realities 
on the ground—such as land confiscation, home demolitions, restricted movement, and 
systemic violence—as direct affronts to the sanctity of human life and, consequently, as sins 
against the creator. Furthermore, prophetic theology in this region carries the specific burden of 
confronting interpretations of the Bible that are weaponized to justify territorial expansion. By 
reclaiming scripture from exclusivist and militaristic interpretations, prophetic theology insists 
that the true biblical mandate is one of restorative justice, inclusive love, and the pursuit of a 
peace that is inextricably linked to human rights. 
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1.2. Demographics and the Role of the Palestinian Christian Minority 

Understanding the origins and the outsized impact of the Kairos Palestine movement requires 
an examination of the demographic realities and the historical position of Palestinian Christians. 
Today, Christians constitute a severely depleted minority within the Palestinian territories and 
Israel, often estimated at less than two percent of the total population in the region, though 
they represent a much larger proportion of the global Palestinian diaspora. The decline in the 
local Christian population over the past century is driven by a complex matrix of factors, 
including economic instability, the lack of political horizons, and the daily pressures and 
indignities associated with living under occupation and within conflict zones. 

Despite their small numbers, Palestinian Christians have historically played a disproportionately 
significant role in shaping Palestinian national identity, culture, and civil society. Their historical 
rootedness in the land—tracing their presence back to the origins of Christianity—grants them a 
unique cultural and spiritual authority. Palestinian Christians have been instrumental in 
establishing educational institutions, hospitals, and non-governmental organizations that serve 
the broader Palestinian population, irrespective of religious affiliation. The Kairos Palestine 
movement leverages this unique position. By speaking out collectively, the authors of these 
documents challenge the pervasive Western narrative that frames the Israeli-Palestinian conflict 
as an ancient, intractable religious war between Jews and Muslims. The presence and vocal 
resistance of Palestinian Christians disrupt this binary, reminding the international community 
that the conflict is fundamentally about human rights, self-determination, and the 
consequences of political occupation, while also appealing directly to the conscience of the 
global Christian church. 

1.3. Scope and Methodology of the Paper 

This paper provides a comprehensive analysis of the Kairos Palestine movement, tracing its 
evolution from the initial 2009 declaration through the release of the 2025 Kairos Palestine II 
document. The scope encompasses the theological foundations of the movement, the strategic 
political mechanisms it endorses, and the global reception it has generated over more than 
fifteen years. By examining these texts within their shifting historical and geopolitical contexts, 
the paper seeks to illuminate how theological discourse adapts to worsening crises on the 
ground. 

The methodology relies primarily on qualitative textual analysis of the primary Kairos 
documents, including the original 2009 text, the 2020 Cry for Hope, and the 2025 Faith in a 
Time of Genocide declaration. This textual analysis is aimed at deconstructing the core 
theological arguments, particularly the framing of the occupation as a sin, the endorsement of 
non-violent resistance such as the Boycott, Divestment, and Sanctions movement, and the 
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explicit confrontation with Christian Zionism. Additionally, the paper employs a historical 
approach to trace the sociopolitical developments—such as expanding settlements, the threat 
of formal annexation, and the catastrophic violence of the 2023 war and its aftermath—that 
have precipitated shifts in the movement's rhetoric and urgency. Finally, the paper evaluates the 
movement's impact by analyzing the varied responses of global denominational bodies, 
advocacy groups, and political entities, thereby mapping the polarized landscape of 
international solidarity and resistance. Through this structured approach, the paper aims to 
provide a definitive account of the Kairos Palestine movement's enduring attempt to fuse faith, 
hope, and political resistance. 

 

2. Historical Precedents: From South Africa to Palestine 

The word kairos is an ancient Greek term meaning the right, critical, or opportune moment. In 
Christian theology, it signifies a time when God acts and when believers are called to make a 
decisive response. The use of this term by Palestinian Christians is not coincidental; it is a 
deliberate alignment with one of the most potent theological resistance movements of the 
twentieth century. To understand the rhetorical power and structural framework of the 
Palestinian document, it is essential to examine its direct historical antecedent in South Africa. 
By adopting the kairos framework, Palestinian theologians intentionally linked their struggle 
against military occupation to the historic global struggle against systemic racism, signaling to 
the international community that the situation in the Holy Land required the same level of 
urgent, unified moral action. 

2.1. The 1985 South African Kairos Document 

In September 1985, South Africa was engulfed in a severe crisis. The apartheid regime, facing 
mounting internal resistance and international pressure, had declared a state of emergency in 
several districts, leading to mass arrests, torture, and the deployment of military forces into 
black townships. In the midst of this turmoil, a group of predominantly black South African 
theologians and church leaders gathered in Soweto to draft the original Kairos Document. This 
text was a revolutionary intervention that sought to clarify the role of the Christian church in a 
deeply divided society. 

The South African authors famously categorized the theological landscape into three distinct 
camps. First, they condemned State Theology, which they defined as the theological justification 
of the racist apartheid regime, a system that misused biblical concepts like law and order to 
demand absolute obedience to an oppressive state. Second, they critiqued Church Theology, 
which represented the cautious, moderate stance of many mainline English-speaking churches. 
The authors argued that Church Theology relied on superficial appeals to reconciliation, non-
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violence, and peace without adequately addressing the structural injustice and systemic 
violence of apartheid. Finally, they called for the adoption of Prophetic Theology, an approach 
rooted in social analysis and a clear, unambiguous siding with the oppressed. Prophetic 
theology demanded confrontational truth-telling and active participation in the struggle for 
liberation. The South African Kairos Document became a watershed moment, galvanizing the 
global church to support economic sanctions and political boycotts that eventually contributed 
to the dismantling of the apartheid state. 

2.2. Theological Parallels Between Apartheid and Occupation 

When Palestinian Christian leaders convened decades later to draft their own declaration, they 
drew explicit theological and structural parallels between the South African experience of 
apartheid and the Palestinian experience of military occupation. From a sociopolitical 
standpoint, Palestinian intellectuals and human rights advocates had long compared the 
geographic fragmentation of the West Bank and Gaza—characterized by a complex matrix of 
checkpoints, military zones, and the separation wall—to the bantustans of apartheid South 
Africa. 

Theologically, the resonance was equally profound. In both contexts, the authors recognized a 
dominant state apparatus utilizing concepts of ethnic or religious exclusivity to validate the 
disenfranchisement of an entire population. Just as the South African authors challenged the 
theological underpinnings of white supremacy propagated by the Dutch Reformed Church, 
Palestinian theologians recognized the necessity of dismantling religious frameworks that 
justified their dispossession. The Palestinian authors identified a structural similarity in how 
dominant powers demand peace and security while simultaneously perpetuating systemic 
violence and inequality. By adopting the kairos framework, they asserted that true biblical 
peace cannot exist in a vacuum; it is fundamentally contingent upon the realization of justice 
and equality for all inhabitants of the land. 

2.3. The Translation of Liberation Theology to the Middle East 

While the South African document provided a powerful template, translating its liberation 
theology to the Middle East required significant contextual adaptation. The architects of the 
Kairos Palestine Document were not dealing with a simple replication of South African 
apartheid; they were confronting a unique matrix of military occupation, settler colonialism, 
and an internationally complex geopolitical conflict. 

The most crucial difference lay in the specific theological hurdles Palestinian Christians face. In 
South Africa, the theological battle was primarily an internal one against the state-sponsored 
theology of a specific denomination. In the Middle East, Palestinian Christians must navigate a 
global theological landscape heavily influenced by Western interpretations of scripture. They 
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must address the traumatic legacy of the Holocaust, which profoundly shaped Western 
Christian guilt and subsequent theological support for the establishment of the State of Israel. 
Furthermore, they face the massive, well-funded influence of Christian Zionism, which reads 
modern political borders into biblical prophecy. Consequently, the translation of the kairos 
concept to Palestine required the authors to focus intensively on hermeneutics—the 
interpretation of the Bible. They had to construct a theology that honors the universal, 
liberating message of the gospel while forcefully refuting any reading of scripture that 
transforms divine promises into literal real estate deeds or justifications for the expulsion of 
indigenous populations. This complex contextualization birthed a uniquely Palestinian liberation 
theology, distinct in its focus but intimately connected to the global lineage of prophetic 
resistance. 

 

3. The 2009 Kairos Palestine Document: Origins and Authorship 

The genesis of the 2009 Kairos Palestine Document represents a watershed moment in Middle 
Eastern theological discourse. Released on December 11, 2009, in Bethlehem, the document 
was not conceived in a vacuum but emerged as a desperate, prophetic cry from a community 
pushed to the brink by decades of unresolved conflict and deteriorating living conditions. To 
fully grasp the weight of this declaration, it is necessary to examine the specific historical 
crucible of 2009, the unprecedented ecumenical coalition that drafted the text, and the 
strategic targeting of its message to distinct local, regional, and international audiences. 

3.1. The Sociopolitical Climate of 2009 

The year 2009 was a period of profound disillusionment and trauma for the Palestinian people. 
The optimism that had briefly characterized the Oslo Accords in the 1990s had completely 
evaporated, replaced by the bitter realities following the Second Intifada. The physical 
landscape of the West Bank was being radically altered by the continuing construction of the 
Israeli separation barrier, which snaked deeply into Palestinian territory, severing communities 
from their agricultural lands, schools, and hospitals. Simultaneously, the expansion of Israeli 
settlements and the proliferation of military checkpoints had deeply entrenched the geographic 
fragmentation of the occupied territories, stifling the Palestinian economy and heavily 
restricting freedom of movement. 

Furthermore, the immediate catalyst for the document's urgency was the devastating aftermath 
of the Gaza War, known in Israel as Operation Cast Lead, which occurred in late 2008 and early 
2009. This intense military offensive resulted in massive civilian casualties and the widespread 
destruction of infrastructure in the Gaza Strip, exacerbating the humanitarian crisis caused by 
the ongoing blockade. Politically, the peace process was entirely paralyzed. The international 
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community's diplomatic efforts had repeatedly failed to yield tangible results, and the return of 
a right-wing government in Israel signaled a hardening of policies against Palestinian statehood. 
In this climate of pervasive despair, political stagnation, and immense suffering, Palestinian 
Christian leaders realized that traditional diplomatic and theological responses were profoundly 
inadequate. A new, radical articulation of faith and resistance was required. 

3.2. Key Drafters and Denominational Coalitions 

The drafting of the Kairos Palestine Document was an extraordinary feat of ecumenical 
collaboration. Historically, the Christian presence in the Holy Land is characterized by a mosaic 
of distinct traditions—Orthodox, Catholic, and Protestant—that have not always aligned in their 
political or theological public posturing. However, the severity of the crisis in 2009 forged a rare 
and powerful unity. A core group of Palestinian theologians, clergy, and lay leaders spent over a 
year meticulously drafting, debating, and refining the text to ensure it accurately reflected the 
shared agonies and hopes of their communities. 

The authorship coalition included some of the most prominent figures in Palestinian 
Christianity. Key contributors involved Patriarch Michel Sabbah, the former Latin Patriarch of 
Jerusalem and the first native Palestinian to hold that office, whose moral authority lent 
immense weight to the document. Archbishop Atallah Hanna of the Greek Orthodox 
Patriarchate of Jerusalem brought the voice of the region's largest and oldest Christian 
demographic. Prominent Protestant voices included Rev. Dr. Mitri Raheb, a Lutheran pastor and 
theologian known for his work on contextual theology and cultural resistance, and Rev. Dr. Naim 
Ateek, an Anglican priest and the founder of the Sabeel Ecumenical Liberation Theology Center, 
which had laid much of the groundwork for Palestinian liberation theology. The drafting process 
was coordinated by Rifat Kassis, a prominent human rights activist, ensuring the document 
maintained a rigorous focus on international law and human rights alongside its theological 
claims. This cross-denominational consensus signaled to the world that the document was not a 
fringe perspective, but the unified, authoritative voice of the indigenous Christian community of 
the Holy Land. 

3.3. Intended Audiences: Local, Regional, and Global 

The authors of the Kairos Palestine Document strategically designed their message to address 
multiple distinct audiences, recognizing that ending the occupation required a multifaceted 
approach. Locally, the document was addressed to the Palestinian people, both Christian and 
Muslim. For this audience, the text was meant to be a pastoral letter of encouragement, 
reinforcing the concept of sumud, or steadfast perseverance. It validated their suffering while 
cautioning against the corrosive effects of hatred and the futility of violent retaliation, offering 
instead a vision of resistance grounded in dignity and hope. 
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Regionally, the document directed a profound and challenging message to the Israeli public and 
the Israeli government. The authors framed the occupation not merely as a tragedy for 
Palestinians, but as a moral catastrophe for Israelis. Drawing on the liberation theology principle 
that the oppressor is also degraded by the act of oppressing, the document argued that the 
liberation of Palestinians is intrinsically tied to the moral liberation of Israelis. It appealed to the 
shared humanity of both peoples, insisting that true security for Israel can never be achieved 
through walls and military dominance, but only through justice and equality. 

Finally, and perhaps most crucially, the document was directed at the international community, 
with a specific focus on the global Christian church. The authors recognized that the occupation 
is sustained by international political complacency and, in some cases, by flawed theological 
support from Western Christians. The document issued an urgent come and see invitation to 
global Christians, challenging them to witness the realities on the ground firsthand. It called 
upon international churches to engage in deep introspection, to repent of any theological 
complicity in Palestinian suffering, and to translate their faith into tangible, political action. This 
international appeal laid the groundwork for the document's subsequent endorsement of 
concrete solidarity measures, positioning the global church as a vital participant in the quest for 
a just peace. 

 

4. Core Theological Arguments of the 2009 Document 

The 2009 Kairos Palestine Document is profoundly distinguished by its insistence on addressing 
a geopolitical crisis through a rigorously theological lens. It explicitly rejects the bifurcation of 
the spiritual and the political, arguing instead that the material conditions of the Palestinian 
people are a direct matter of divine concern. For the authors, theology is not an abstract 
academic exercise; it is the very framework through which the reality of life under military 
occupation must be interpreted and challenged. The document articulates a theology of 
liberation that is deeply rooted in the Christian tradition yet radically contextualized for the Holy 
Land. By laying out its core arguments, the text attempts to dismantle the theological 
justifications for the occupation while simultaneously providing a spiritual vocabulary for 
resistance, endurance, and ultimate reconciliation. 

4.1. The Military Occupation as a Sin Against God 

The most striking and controversial theological assertion of the Kairos Palestine Document is its 
unequivocal categorization of the Israeli military occupation as a sin against God and humanity. 
In classical Christian theology, sin is often understood in personal terms as a transgression of 
divine law. However, the Palestinian authors employ a structural understanding of sin, 
recognizing that evil can be institutionalized within political and legal systems. By naming the 
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occupation a sin, the document elevates the conflict from a territorial dispute to a profound 
moral and spiritual crisis. 

This assertion is grounded in the foundational biblical concept of the imago Dei, the belief that 
all human beings are created in the image and likeness of God. The authors argue that any 
system that systematically degrades human dignity, deprives people of their fundamental 
freedoms, and subjects them to daily humiliation is a direct assault on the image of God present 
in those individuals. The checkpoints, the separation wall, the confiscation of land, and the 
demolition of homes are not merely human rights violations; they are acts of rebellion against 
the Creator. Furthermore, the document asserts that this structural sin corrupts the oppressor 
as much as it crushes the oppressed. The occupation forces the occupier into a posture of 
continuous violence and moral compromise. Therefore, dismantling the occupation is presented 
not only as a political necessity for Palestinian liberation but as a spiritual imperative for the 
redemption of the oppressor. To tolerate the occupation, or to remain silent in its face, is to be 
complicit in a grievous offense against the divine order. 

4.2. Reclaiming Scripture from Exclusivist Interpretations 

A central battleground for Palestinian liberation theology is the realm of biblical hermeneutics, 
or the interpretation of scripture. The Kairos Palestine Document directly confronts the painful 
reality that the Bible has frequently been weaponized against the Palestinian people. The 
authors point to theological frameworks, prominent in certain segments of Western Christianity 
and Jewish nationalism, that read biblical promises regarding the land of Canaan as literal, 
eternal real estate deeds that justify the modern displacement of indigenous Palestinians. The 
document categorizes these exclusivist interpretations as a severe distortion of the Word of 
God. 

To counter this, the authors undertake a vital project of theological reclamation. They argue that 
the core message of the Bible is one of universal love, justice, and the liberation of the 
oppressed. Any interpretation of scripture that legitimizes the subjugation of another people, or 
that transforms God into a tribal deity who favors one ethnic group at the expense of another, is 
fundamentally flawed. The document insists that the promises, the covenant, and the election 
found in the scriptures must be understood through the lens of universal salvation and equality. 
The land is not the exclusive possession of any single group; rather, it is God's land, entrusted to 
all its inhabitants to be managed with justice and equity. By rejecting a theology of exclusion, 
the document calls for a hermeneutic of life, demanding that global Christians critically examine 
how their reading of the Bible might be inadvertently contributing to the suffering of the 
Palestinian people. It declares that the Word of God cannot be a dead letter used to inflict death 
and injustice, but must always be a living word that promotes human flourishing. 
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4.3. The Triad of Faith, Hope, and Love in Context of Suffering 

Having diagnosed the spiritual sickness of the occupation and reclaimed the biblical narrative, 
the Kairos Palestine Document constructs a framework for survival and resistance built upon the 
classic Christian triad of faith, hope, and love. However, these concepts are radically redefined 
to meet the demands of living under a military regime. 

Faith, in this context, is not merely intellectual assent to religious dogma; it is the radical belief 
in a just and loving God despite the overwhelming empirical evidence of injustice and suffering 
on the ground. It is the conviction that God has not abandoned the Palestinian people, even 
when the international community has. This faith provides the ontological grounding for sumud, 
the cultural concept of steadfastness and resilience that defines the Palestinian spirit. 

Hope is equally reframed. The document explicitly distances hope from naive optimism or a 
passive waiting for divine intervention. Instead, hope is described as a form of spiritual 
resistance. It is the active, imaginative capacity to envision a future beyond the separation wall, 
the checkpoints, and the cycles of violence. To hope is to refuse to surrender to the despair that 
the occupation seeks to instill. It is the energy that drives the Palestinian people to continue 
educating their children, planting their olive trees, and demanding their rights in the face of 
seemingly insurmountable odds. 

Finally, the document tackles the most demanding of all Christian imperatives: love. The authors 
reaffirm the commandment to love one's enemies, recognizing that this is a profoundly difficult 
ask for a people experiencing daily violence and dispossession. Crucially, the document clarifies 
that loving the enemy does not mean accepting their oppression or submitting to their violence. 
Rather, love is an active, demanding force. It requires resisting the evil actions of the oppressor, 
thereby preventing them from continuing in their sin. To love the occupier is to work tirelessly 
to dismantle the occupation, because only through the cessation of this structural violence can 
both the Israeli and the Palestinian be truly free. This triad of faith, hope, and love thus forms 
the ethical and spiritual engine of the Kairos movement, driving a resistance that is 
simultaneously deeply theological and urgently political. 

 

5. The Call for Non-Violent Resistance 

A defining feature of the Kairos Palestine Document, and one that solidifies its place within the 
tradition of global liberation theologies, is its articulation of a methodology for change. Having 
diagnosed the military occupation as a structural sin and reframed the theological narrative 
surrounding the land, the authors faced the practical imperative of how to respond. The 
document does not advocate for passive submission to injustice, nor does it endorse the armed 
struggle that has historically characterized factions of the Palestinian national movement. 
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Instead, it forcefully advocates for active, non-violent resistance. This methodology is presented 
not merely as a pragmatic political strategy dictated by an asymmetry of military power, but as a 
profound theological and moral imperative. By choosing non-violence, the authors seek to 
break the cyclical logic of retribution that has defined the conflict for decades, proposing a 
paradigm of resistance that seeks to liberate the oppressor alongside the oppressed. 

5.1. Rejecting Violence and Armed Conflict 

In addressing the reality of life under military occupation, the Kairos Palestine Document wades 
into the highly fraught debate over the legitimate means of resistance. The authors explicitly 
and unequivocally reject violence, terrorism, and armed conflict as acceptable methods for 
achieving Palestinian liberation. This rejection is grounded in a deep theological conviction that 
life is sacred and that the means used to achieve justice must be commensurate with the ends 
sought. The document acknowledges the immense frustration, despair, and systemic violence 
that often push individuals toward armed retaliation, validating the context of the anger 
without validating the violent expression of it. 

The theological rationale for this rejection rests on the belief that violence inherently 
dehumanizes both the victim and the perpetrator. The authors argue that utilizing the weapons 
of the oppressor only serves to replicate the oppressor's logic, perpetuating a cycle of 
bloodshed and destruction that ultimately moves the region further away from genuine peace. 
By rejecting violence, Palestinian Christians assert their moral agency. They refuse to allow the 
parameters of their resistance to be dictated by the violence of the occupation. Furthermore, 
this stance is an enactment of the radical Christian ethic of love discussed in the previous 
section. To engage in violence is to abandon the mandate to love the enemy. Instead, the 
authors propose a form of resistance that is disruptive and challenging but strictly non-lethal, 
aiming to awaken the conscience of the adversary rather than seeking their physical 
destruction. This clear repudiation of armed struggle was crucial for the document's 
international reception, allowing it to serve as a bridge to global faith communities who might 
otherwise be alienated by the rhetoric of armed national liberation. 

5.2. The Endorsement of Boycott, Divestment, and Sanctions 

Perhaps the most politically consequential and highly debated aspect of the 2009 Kairos 
Palestine Document is its formal endorsement of the Boycott, Divestment, and Sanctions 
movement. Initiated by Palestinian civil society in 2005, the movement seeks to apply 
international economic and diplomatic pressure on Israel to comply with international law and 
end the occupation. By integrating this political strategy into a theological manifesto, the 
Palestinian Christian leaders provided the movement with a powerful moral and spiritual 
legitimacy, framing it as a contemporary mechanism of prophetic justice. 
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The authors draw a direct, explicit parallel between their call for economic pressure and the 
successful international boycott campaigns that helped dismantle the apartheid regime in South 
Africa. They present the strategy not as an act of vengeance or an attempt to destroy the State 
of Israel, but as a coercive, non-violent tool designed to correct a massive imbalance of power. 
In the eyes of the authors, when political negotiations are perpetually stalled and diplomatic 
channels fail to secure human rights, economic pressure becomes one of the few remaining 
peaceful avenues for redress. The document calls upon international churches, governments, 
and individuals to withdraw investments from companies that profit from the occupation and to 
boycott products produced in illegal Israeli settlements. This endorsement sparked immediate 
and intense global controversy. However, for the authors of the Kairos document, advocating for 
economic sanctions is a natural extension of their theology. If the occupation is a structural sin, 
then participating in its economic mechanisms is a form of complicity. Therefore, withdrawal 
from those systems is a necessary act of repentance and moral integrity. 

5.3. Creative Resistance as a Moral Imperative 

Beyond the specific mechanisms of economic boycotts, the Kairos Palestine Document 
introduces the broader, more encompassing concept of creative resistance. This term captures a 
spectrum of actions, attitudes, and cultural practices that assert Palestinian dignity and 
presence in the face of an occupation designed to erase them. Creative resistance is 
fundamentally an affirmation of life in a context of systemic death and restriction. 

At the heart of this creative resistance is the deeply ingrained Palestinian cultural concept of 
sumud, or steadfastness. Sumud is the quiet, daily refusal to leave the land. It is manifested in 
the farmer who continues to cultivate olive groves despite the threat of settler violence or 
military confiscation. It is seen in the efforts to rebuild demolished homes, in the commitment 
to educating children under curfews, and in the preservation of Palestinian cultural heritage, 
art, and memory. The Kairos document elevates sumud to the level of a spiritual discipline. 
Furthermore, creative resistance encompasses acts of civil disobedience, peaceful protests, and 
the building of international solidarity networks. The authors urge Palestinians to continuously 
invent new, non-violent ways to confront the structures of oppression. Crucially, this resistance 
is characterized by an unwavering commitment to maintaining one's own humanity. It is a 
refusal to be consumed by hatred or reduced to the status of a mere victim. By framing 
resistance as a creative, life-affirming imperative, the Kairos Palestine Document offers a 
pastoral vision that sustains the spirit of the Palestinian people while actively dismantling the 
infrastructure of their subjugation. 
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6. Global Reception and Polarization (2009-2019) 

The release of the Kairos Palestine Document in December 2009 sent immediate shockwaves 
through the international religious and political landscape. By framing the Israeli occupation as a 
structural sin and endorsing economic sanctions, the authors effectively forced global faith 
communities to confront their own complacency and theological allegiances. Over the decade 
that followed, the document evolved from a localized plea into a highly polarizing global litmus 
test for Christian engagement with the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. Its reception was 
characterized by a stark dichotomy: it was either championed as a long-overdue prophetic 
mandate for justice or fiercely condemned as a dangerous manifesto that undermined interfaith 
relations and delegitimized the State of Israel. This decade of polarization fundamentally 
reshaped the architecture of international Christian solidarity and significantly strained 
institutional dialogues between Christian and Jewish organizations. 

6.1. Embrace by Mainline Protestant Denominations 

The most enthusiastic and consequential embrace of the Kairos Palestine Document occurred 
within the ranks of global mainline Protestantism. For many of these denominations, the 
document provided a vital theological vocabulary that bridged their historical commitments to 
social justice with the specific complexities of the Middle East. Upon its release, numerous 
church bodies rapidly mobilized to translate, distribute, and study the text. Organizations such 
as the World Council of Churches welcomed the document as a crucial, authentic voice of the 
indigenous Palestinian Christian community, urging its member churches to heed the call for 
solidarity. 

Throughout the 2010s, the document catalyzed a wave of institutional action across North 
America and Europe. Denominations including the Presbyterian Church (USA), the United 
Church of Christ, the United Methodist Church, and the Anglican Church of Canada utilized the 
theological framework of the Kairos document to debate and pass historic resolutions regarding 
the conflict. The most tangible outcome of this embrace was the growing momentum behind 
church-led divestment campaigns. Propelled by the document's explicit endorsement of 
Boycott, Divestment, and Sanctions, several major denominations voted to divest their pension 
funds and financial portfolios from multinational corporations identified as profiting from the 
Israeli occupation, such as those providing equipment used in home demolitions or surveillance 
at military checkpoints. For these churches, aligning with the Kairos document was an act of 
applied theology; it represented a transition from issuing passive statements of concern to 
engaging in active, economic peacemaking aimed at dismantling unjust structures. 
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6.2. Pushback from the Israeli Government and Pro-Israel Advocacy Groups 

Conversely, the Kairos Palestine Document triggered an immediate and fierce backlash from the 
Israeli government, pro-Israel advocacy organizations, and various conservative Christian and 
Jewish groups. Critics viewed the document not as a blueprint for peace, but as a deeply flawed 
and inflammatory text that threatened the safety and legitimacy of the State of Israel. 
Organizations such as the Anti-Defamation League, the American Jewish Committee, and NGO 
Monitor issued extensive rebuttals, warning that the document's rhetoric was dangerous and 
counterproductive to the peace process. 

The primary critique leveled against the document was that it presented a highly asymmetric 
and historically sanitized narrative of the conflict. Detractors argued that the authors entirely 
ignored or deliberately downplayed the devastating impact of Palestinian terrorism, suicide 
bombings, and rocket attacks against Israeli civilians, thereby placing the entirety of the moral 
burden on Israel. Furthermore, critics expressed deep alarm over the document's theological 
arguments, interpreting the authors' attempt to reclaim biblical promises as a subtle revival of 
replacement theology, or supersessionism—the historically anti-Jewish doctrine that the 
Christian church has entirely replaced the Jewish people in God's covenant. Most significantly, 
the document's endorsement of the Boycott, Divestment, and Sanctions movement was viewed 
by opponents as proof of a malicious underlying agenda. From this perspective, the movement 
is not merely a tool to end the occupation of the West Bank, but a concerted campaign to 
dismantle the Jewish state entirely, making the Kairos document a theological weapon of anti-
Zionism. 

6.3. The Debate Over Delegitimization versus Prophetic Critique 

The clash between the ardent supporters and the fierce critics of the Kairos Palestine Document 
ultimately crystallized into a profound philosophical and theological debate regarding the 
boundaries of acceptable discourse. At the center of this debate was the tension between 
legitimate prophetic critique and the delegitimization of a sovereign state. This friction proved 
highly disruptive to decades of painstakingly built interfaith dialogues between Jewish and 
Christian leaders, particularly in the United States and Europe. 

Supporters of the document maintained that holding the State of Israel accountable to 
international law and fundamental human rights standards is not synonymous with 
delegitimization or antisemitism. They argued that prophetic theology inherently requires 
confronting state power, and that shielding Israel from rigorous moral scrutiny out of historical 
guilt or interfaith politeness effectively abandons the Palestinian people to their suffering. For 
these advocates, the document was an act of profound love, seeking to save both Palestinians 
from oppression and Israelis from the moral degradation of being an occupying power. 
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On the other side of the debate, critics contended that the Kairos document crossed the line 
from legitimate policy critique into outright demonization. They argued that by uniquely singling 
out Israel for economic sanctions, deploying highly emotive theological language to describe the 
occupation as a sin, and questioning the theological validity of a Jewish state, the document 
utilized double standards that echo historical antisemitic tropes. This decade-long debate forced 
global religious institutions to navigate an incredibly treacherous landscape, attempting to 
balance their commitment to human rights and solidarity with oppressed communities against 
their commitment to rejecting antisemitism and maintaining constructive interfaith 
relationships. The polarization of the 2010s demonstrated that the Kairos Palestine Document 
had successfully disrupted the status quo, ensuring that the intersection of theology and 
geopolitics in the Holy Land could no longer be ignored by the global church. 

 

7. Shifts in the Geopolitical Landscape (2010-2020) 

The decade following the publication of the 2009 Kairos Palestine Document witnessed a 
profound and distressing transformation of the geopolitical reality in Israel and the occupied 
Palestinian territories. The initial document was drafted during a period of deep disillusionment, 
but the subsequent ten years proved that the situation could deteriorate even further, moving 
from political paralysis to an active, structural entrenchment of the status quo. As traditional 
diplomatic paradigms collapsed and physical realities on the ground shifted irreversibly, the 
authors and supporters of the Kairos movement were forced to recognize that their original 
appeal required a more robust, internationally coordinated institutional structure. The shifts of 
this decade laid the groundwork for a transition from a localized prophetic cry into an organized 
global resistance network. 

7.1. Stalled Peace Processes and Expanding Settlements 

The defining characteristic of the 2010s was the definitive collapse of the two-state solution 
paradigm that had governed international diplomacy since the 1993 Oslo Accords. Repeated 
attempts by the international community, most notably the direct negotiations brokered by the 
United States administration between 2013 and 2014, failed catastrophically. These diplomatic 
failures were not merely the result of political intransigence; they were driven by a deliberate, 
exponential expansion of illegal Israeli settlements throughout the West Bank and East 
Jerusalem. 

During this decade, the settler population grew by hundreds of thousands, transforming what 
were once considered temporary military outposts into permanent, highly developed suburban 
cities. This massive expansion was structurally supported by the Israeli state through the 
construction of an intricate, segregated highway system designed to connect settlements 
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directly to Israel proper while bypassing and isolating Palestinian towns. For Palestinian 
Christians and the broader population, this physical reality completely shattered the geographic 
contiguity required for a viable, independent Palestinian state. The creeping annexation of land, 
the continuous demolition of Palestinian homes, and the tightening of the permit regime made 
it clear that the temporary occupation had morphed into a permanent system of control, 
rendering traditional diplomatic statements of concern entirely obsolete. 

7.2. The Threat of Formal West Bank Annexation 

The geopolitical crisis reached a fever pitch in the latter half of the decade, accelerated by 
dramatic shifts in international politics, particularly the foreign policy decisions of the United 
States administration. The relocation of the United States Embassy to Jerusalem in 2018 and the 
subsequent unveiling of the 2020 American peace plan—often referred to as the Deal of the 
Century—fundamentally altered the diplomatic landscape. This plan explicitly discarded long-
standing international consensus and United Nations resolutions by endorsing Israel's 
permanent retention of large settlement blocs and the strategic Jordan Valley. 

Emboldened by this unprecedented level of diplomatic shielding, the Israeli government openly 
advanced plans for the formal, unilateral annexation of up to thirty percent of the occupied 
West Bank. Although the formal annexation legislation was temporarily suspended in late 2020 
as part of the normalization agreements known as the Abraham Accords, the legal and 
infrastructural integration of the territories continued unabated. This threat of formal 
annexation represented an existential turning point for the Kairos movement. It signaled that 
the era of ambiguous military occupation was ending, replaced by a legal reality where millions 
of Palestinians would permanently live under Israeli sovereign control without basic civil rights 
or citizenship. This imminent threat demanded an immediate, escalated response from faith 
leaders, who recognized that the global church could no longer afford a posture of patient 
observation. 

7.3. The Formation of the Global Kairos for Justice Coalition 

Confronted by the irreversible erosion of Palestinian land and rights, the leaders of the Kairos 
Palestine movement recognized that a localized document was no longer sufficient to combat a 
highly organized, internationally supported state apparatus. The structural sin they had 
diagnosed in 2009 had become more entrenched, requiring an equally structural and 
internationalized theological response. This realization led to the formal establishment of the 
Global Kairos for Justice coalition. 

Formed as a direct organizational follow-up to the original document, this coalition united a vast 
network of theologians, church leaders, human rights organizations, and solidarity groups from 
across Europe, North America, Africa, and Asia. The formation of Global Kairos for Justice 
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represented a strategic shift from producing isolated theological texts to creating a synchronized 
global movement. The coalition became responsible for coordinating international advocacy, 
drafting uniform educational curricula for churches, and organizing international conferences 
that brought global Christians to the West Bank to witness the realities of the occupation 
firsthand. By structuring the movement globally, Kairos leaders sought to directly counter the 
political and financial influence of Christian Zionist organizations in the West, ensuring that the 
authentic prophetic voice of Bethlehem could be heard clearly in the decision-making halls of 
global denominations and international parliaments. 

 

8. The 2020 Cry for Hope: A Global Coalition Emerges 

The culmination of a decade of geopolitical deterioration and structural organizing within the 
Global Kairos for Justice coalition resulted in a new, urgent theological intervention. In July 
2020, as the world grappled with the disruptions of a global pandemic and the immediate 
threat of formal West Bank annexation, the coalition issued a critical follow-up manifesto titled 
"Cry for Hope: A Call to Decisive Action." This text was not merely a statement of solidarity; it 
was a strategic tactical shift. While the 2009 document was framed as a diagnostic "word of 
faith, hope, and love," the 2020 declaration was an aggressive, time-sensitive call to action 
aimed at shaking global Christianity out of its perceived bureaucratic inertia. 

8.1. Drafting the Cry for Hope Document 

The drafting of the Cry for Hope was an international, collaborative process managed under the 
auspices of Global Kairos for Justice. Unlike the 2009 document, which was written exclusively 
by indigenous Palestinian leaders and then sent outward, the 2020 text was co-authored and 
launched simultaneously by Palestinian Christians and their international partners. This shared 
authorship was a deliberate rhetorical strategy designed to demonstrate that the defense of 
Palestinian human rights had successfully transitioned into a global Christian movement. 

The text was crafted during intensive virtual consultations among theologians from the Global 
South—particularly South Africa and India—as well as Europe and North America. The drafters 
designed the document to be concise, confrontational, and legally precise. It directly referenced 
the rapid changes on the ground, pointing out that the continuous fragmentation of the West 
Bank had effectively turned the occupation into an undeniable reality of apartheid. By launching 
the document with the signatures of hundreds of high-ranking global church leaders, 
theologians, and human rights champions, the coalition ensured that the Cry for Hope could not 
be easily dismissed as an isolated regional grievance. 
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8.2. Elevating the Demand for Decisive International Action 

The central thesis of the Cry for Hope was that the time for abstract theological debate, polite 
interfaith dialogue, and toothless political resolutions had completely run out. The authors used 
stark language to issue an ultimatum to global churches, declaring that the very integrity of the 
Christian faith was at stake. The document argued that continued silence or passive neutrality in 
the face of structural dispossession amounted to theological and moral complicity with 
oppression. 

To move beyond passive solidarity, the Cry for Hope laid out a series of non-negotiable demands 
for decisive action. It explicitly called on international Christian bodies to formally recognize that 
the laws and practices of the State of Israel within the occupied territories met the international 
legal definition of apartheid. Building on this recognition, the document demanded that 
churches aggressively expand their Boycott, Divestment, and Sanctions (BDS) campaigns. It 
insisted that faith communities lobby their respective governments to condition or suspend 
military aid to Israel, halt the importation of goods manufactured in illegal settlements, and 
support international legal accountability mechanisms. The document reframed these political 
actions as fundamental acts of Christian discipleship, arguing that true faith requires using 
economic and political leverage to actively disrupt systems of injustice. 

8.3. Distinguishing Anti-Zionism from Antisemitism 

Recognizing the fierce political battles that had characterized the previous decade, the authors 
of the Cry for Hope dedicated a crucial section of the text to navigating the highly weaponized 
intersection of theology, state critique, and racism. The global coalition was acutely aware that 
international campaigns for Palestinian rights were frequently accused of fueling antisemitism. 
To counter this, the document undertook a precise conceptual and ethical clarification. 

The text explicitly and unconditionally condemned all forms of antisemitism, anti-Judaism, and 
racism, framing the rejection of hatred against the Jewish people as an absolute moral 
imperative for all Christians. However, the document forcefully rejected the conflation of 
antisemitism with legitimate, prophetic criticism of the policies of the State of Israel or the 
political ideology of Zionism. The authors argued that protecting a nation-state from 
accountability by labeling its critics as antisemitic was a dangerous manipulation that 
undermined the global struggle for human rights. By drawing a clear, unambiguous line 
between the hatred of an ethnic or religious group and the resistance to state-sanctioned 
oppression, the Cry for Hope sought to provide global Christians with the intellectual and ethical 
clarity needed to sustain their solidarity campaigns without compromising their absolute 
commitment to fighting racism in all its forms. 
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9. The October 2023 War and its Theological Fallout 

The trajectory of the Kairos Palestine movement, and indeed the entire geopolitical and 
theological landscape of the Middle East, was irrevocably altered in the autumn of 2023. The 
outbreak of the October 2023 war shattered any remaining illusions of a sustainable status quo 
and plunged the region into a level of devastation not seen in generations. For Palestinian 
liberation theology, this catastrophic rupture forced a profound reckoning. The theological 
frameworks developed in the 2009 document and the 2020 coalition updates were suddenly 
tested against the backdrop of unprecedented mass casualties and near-total societal collapse. 
The war demanded a shift from the theology of steadfast perseverance and institutional 
advocacy toward a visceral theology of survival, raw lamentation, and desperate outcry. 

9.1. The Escalation of Violence in Gaza and the West Bank 

The events precipitated in October 2023 triggered an asymmetric military response of 
staggering proportions. In the Gaza Strip, the civilian population was subjected to an 
unrelenting, comprehensive bombardment campaign. The sheer scale of the ordnance dropped 
on one of the most densely populated coastal enclaves on earth resulted in an unparalleled loss 
of human life, rapidly eclipsing the casualties of all previous regional conflicts combined. Entire 
neighborhoods were leveled, and the geographical reality of the Strip was permanently scarred. 

Simultaneously, while the world's attention was largely fixed on Gaza, a severe and 
corresponding escalation of violence unfolded across the West Bank and East Jerusalem. Under 
the cover of the war, the region experienced a dramatic surge in armed settler violence, often 
accompanied or facilitated by the military. Palestinian communities faced rampant land 
confiscations, the destruction of olive groves, forced evictions of rural Bedouin encampments, 
and a dramatic increase in lethal military raids into cities and refugee camps. A pervasive 
lockdown was imposed, restricting movement between Palestinian towns to an unprecedented 
degree. For Palestinian theologians, this dual-front escalation confirmed their longest-held 
warnings: that the conflict was not merely a localized issue of border disputes, but a 
comprehensive, systemic assault on the fundamental existence and presence of the Palestinian 
people across the entirety of the land. 

9.2. The Humanitarian Crisis and the Collapse of Infrastructure 

The material reality on the ground quickly descended into a profound humanitarian 
catastrophe. In Gaza, the siege severely restricted the entry of water, food, fuel, and vital 
medical supplies, weaponizing basic survival against the civilian population. International 
human rights organizations and global health bodies warned of impending famine and the 
outbreak of infectious diseases as the sanitation infrastructure completely failed. The systematic 
destruction targeted the very pillars of society: universities, municipal buildings, bakeries, and 
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almost the entirety of the healthcare system, leaving hospitals unable to function as places of 
healing and turning them into sites of mass trauma and death. 

Crucially for the local Christian community and the global church, this destruction did not spare 
places of worship or ancient historical sites. Some of the oldest Christian heritage sites in the 
world, including the compound of the Greek Orthodox Church of Saint Porphyrius in Gaza, 
suffered direct strikes resulting in mass casualties among the displaced families seeking 
sanctuary within their walls. The destruction of these ancient stones, alongside the erasure of 
the living stones—the indigenous Christian and Muslim populations—was interpreted by faith 
leaders not merely as collateral damage, but as a systematic cultural and demographic erasure. 
The collapse of infrastructure was so total that the theological discourse shifted from discussing 
the right to self-determination to desperately pleading for the barest right to biological survival. 

9.3. The Immediate Response of Palestinian Faith Leaders 

Faced with this apocalyptic reality, the immediate response of Palestinian Christian leaders was 
one of profound grief, moral outrage, and a stark refusal to engage in diplomatic pleasantries. 
The theological pivot was instantaneous. The traditional Advent season of late 2023 became a 
focal point for this shift. In Bethlehem, the birthplace of Christianity, church leaders made the 
historic decision to cancel all public and festive Christmas celebrations. The streets were left 
unlit, and the usual global influx of pilgrims was replaced by an eerie, mourning silence. 

This theological protest was powerfully captured in the visual and rhetorical sermons emanating 
from Palestinian pulpits. Most notably, in the Evangelical Lutheran Christmas Church in 
Bethlehem, a nativity scene was constructed placing the infant Jesus not in a wooden manger, 
but wrapped in a keffiyeh and buried beneath a pile of concrete rubble. The accompanying 
sermons declared that if Christ were to be born today, he would be born under the rubble in 
Gaza. This visceral imagery served as a searing indictment of global hypocrisy, pointing out that 
while Western nations celebrated the birth of a Palestinian child in their liturgies, they were 
simultaneously providing the political cover and the munitions that were killing thousands of 
children in the same land. The immediate theological response was characterized by a profound 
sense of abandonment by the global church, leading faith leaders to explicitly call out the 
complicity of international powers and to demand an immediate, unconditional ceasefire as the 
only morally defensible theological position. 

 

10. Kairos Palestine II (2025): Faith in a Time of Genocide 

The prolonged devastation following the outbreak of the October 2023 war permanently 
altered the theological landscape of the Middle East, demanding a comprehensive institutional 
and spiritual response from the Palestinian Christian community. This response materialized in 
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November 2025 during the sixteenth annual Kairos Palestine Conference in Bethlehem, with the 
release of a monumental fourteen-page declaration titled "A Moment of Truth: Faith in a Time 
of Genocide," widely referred to as Kairos Palestine II. This document acts as the direct 
theological and political sequel to the original 2009 manifesto. However, the tone, vocabulary, 
and demands of the 2025 text reflect a community that has moved beyond warning of a 
potential catastrophe to one that is actively surviving a realized apocalypse. It represents a 
maturation of Palestinian liberation theology into a fierce, unflinching indictment of global 
complicity and a desperate plea for the preservation of human life. 

10.1. Analyzing the Text of the November 2025 Declaration 

The text of Kairos Palestine II demonstrates a profound evolution in its rhetorical and 
theological approach compared to its predecessor. While the 2009 document balanced its 
critique with a heavy emphasis on pastoral encouragement and the cultivation of hope, the 
2025 declaration adopts a starkly prosecutorial tone. Authored by a coalition of foundational 
figures, including Rifat Kassis and Reverend Doctor Munther Isaac, the text reads less like a 
traditional theological treatise and more like a moral indictment submitted to the court of 
global conscience. 

The structural flow of the document meticulously documents the chronological escalation of 
violence, the deliberate destruction of civilian infrastructure, and the systematic erasure of 
Palestinian presence in both Gaza and the West Bank. Theologically, it grapples with the 
agonizing question of divine presence in the face of mass slaughter. The authors reject any 
theological sanitization of the violence, refusing to frame the mass casualties as tragic but 
necessary collateral damage in a political dispute. Instead, they assert that the physical 
destruction of the Palestinian people represents a direct, literal crucifixion of Christ in the 
modern era. The document challenges the global church to recognize that its theological 
integrity cannot survive if it remains tethered to political powers that finance and facilitate such 
immense destruction. By analyzing the text, it becomes clear that the authors view the situation 
no longer as an occupation that must be reformed or ended through dialogue, but as a systemic 
apparatus of death that must be dismantled through immediate, coercive international 
intervention. 

10.2. The Shift in Language: Genocide, Ethnic Cleansing, and Settler Colonialism 

Perhaps the most legally and politically significant evolution in Kairos Palestine II is its deliberate 
shift in terminology. The 2009 document primarily utilized the language of military occupation 
and structural sin, while the 2020 updates introduced the framework of apartheid. However, 
the November 2025 declaration explicitly adopts the lexicon of extreme international crimes, 
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grounding its theological critique in the terminology of genocide, ethnic cleansing, and settler 
colonialism. 

This linguistic shift was not a rhetorical flourish; it was a calculated alignment with the growing 
consensus of international human rights organizations, legal scholars, and international courts 
observing the events of 2023, 2024, and 2025. By employing the term settler colonialism, the 
authors reframe the Israeli-Palestinian conflict not as a clash between two competing 
nationalisms, but as a systemic project by a dominant power to replace an indigenous 
population. The use of the terms ethnic cleansing and genocide points directly to the mass 
displacement and unprecedented civilian death tolls in Gaza, as well as the violent depopulation 
of rural communities in the West Bank. Theologically, this vocabulary serves to escalate the 
moral stakes. If the occupation was categorized in 2009 as a sin against God, the 2025 
document categorizes the current reality as an attempt to eradicate the image of God entirely 
from the land. By adopting this unvarnished language, the Palestinian Christian leadership 
forced global denominational bodies to decide whether they would hide behind the sanitized 
language of diplomatic dispute or embrace the stark, uncomfortable vocabulary necessary to 
describe an existential threat. 

10.3. Renewed Calls for International Accountability and Arms Embargoes 

The evolution in language naturally necessitated an evolution in the document's calls to action. 
While Kairos Palestine II strongly reaffirms the necessity of the Boycott, Divestment, and 
Sanctions movement, it explicitly states that economic boycotts alone are no longer sufficient to 
halt the machinery of war. Moving beyond calls for mere solidarity or economic pressure, the 
2025 declaration issues an urgent, uncompromising demand for hard international legal 
accountability and immediate military embargoes. 

The document sharply critiques the hypocrisy of Western governments and global church 
leaders who offer humanitarian aid and prayers for peace while their respective nations 
continue to supply the munitions that sustain the conflict. Kairos II demands that international 
churches utilize their maximum institutional leverage to lobby governments for an immediate, 
comprehensive ban on arms exports to Israel. Furthermore, the text voices unwavering support 
for the prosecution of war crimes at the International Criminal Court and the International 
Court of Justice, asserting that true reconciliation can never occur without retributive and 
restorative justice. The authors argue that faith communities must move from issuing 
statements of sympathy to demanding material consequences for violations of international 
law. In this framework, the refusal to supply weapons and the demand for legal accountability 
are presented not as partisan political stances, but as the ultimate, necessary expressions of 
Christian love and the only viable mechanisms for stopping the ongoing slaughter. 
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11. Confronting Christian Zionism 

A critical component of the theological framework built throughout the Kairos Palestine 
movement is its direct confrontation with Christian Zionism. While the political and military 
realities of the occupation and subsequent wars are the immediate causes of Palestinian 
suffering, the authors of the Kairos documents have consistently identified a powerful 
theological engine sustaining these geopolitical dynamics. By 2025, with the release of the Faith 
in a Time of Genocide declaration, the movement elevated its critique of Christian Zionism from 
a hermeneutical disagreement to an urgent denunciation of moral corruption. Understanding 
the Palestinian Christian struggle requires examining how they define this ideological adversary, 
why they view it as a distortion of the gospel, and how they offer an alternative theological 
vision of universal justice.  

11.1. Defining Christian Zionism and its Geopolitical Influence 

Christian Zionism is primarily a Western theological and political movement that interprets the 
modern State of Israel as the direct fulfillment of biblical prophecy and a necessary precursor to 
the second coming of Christ. Rooted largely in dispensationalist theology that gained 
prominence in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries, this belief system reads ancient 
scriptural promises concerning the land of Canaan as literal, eternal mandates that apply 
exclusively to the modern Jewish political state. Consequently, Christian Zionists often view the 
ingathering of Jewish people to the Holy Land and the expansion of Israeli territorial control 
over all of historic Palestine as divine imperatives that must be supported unconditionally by 
faithful Christians. 

The impact of this theology extends far beyond the pews of conservative evangelical churches; 
it is a massive geopolitical force. In the United States and parts of Europe, Christian Zionist 
organizations constitute a highly organized, heavily funded lobbying bloc. They exert immense 
pressure on foreign policy decisions, frequently advocating against any diplomatic efforts that 
would require Israel to cede territory for a Palestinian state. Furthermore, these organizations 
channel millions of dollars annually directly into the illegal Israeli settlement enterprise in the 
occupied West Bank, funding infrastructure, security apparatuses, and even the relocation of 
global Jewish populations to these contested areas. For Palestinian Christians, Christian Zionism 
is not an abstract theological debate; it is a material threat that directly bankrolls their 
dispossession and provides global political cover for their oppressors. 

11.2. Kairos II's Denunciation of Theological Distortion  

In the November 2025 Kairos Palestine II document, the patience for diplomatic theological 
dialogue surrounding Christian Zionism is completely abandoned. The authors explicitly reject 
what they categorize as Jewish, Muslim, and Christian Zionism, labeling them all as political 
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ideologies, theological distortions, and forms of moral corruption. In the context of the 
devastating war and the widespread destruction of Gaza and the West Bank, the document 
addresses Christian Zionism not merely as an error in biblical interpretation, but as an active 
participant in genocide and ethnic cleansing.  

Maryknoll Office for Global Concerns 

The declaration argues that Christian Zionism fundamentally weaponizes the Bible against the 
indigenous population. By attributing divine sanction to state violence, land confiscation, and 
the erasure of Palestinian communities, this ideology transforms God into a tribal deity of war 
and supremacy. The Palestinian authors assert that any theology which spiritualizes or 
depoliticizes the oppression of a people is entirely incompatible with the teachings of Jesus 
Christ. They accuse Christian Zionist leaders of prioritizing apocalyptic timelines and geopolitical 
power over the sanctity of human life. The 2025 document issues a severe warning to the global 
church, stating that adopting or tolerating theologies of domination renders Christians complicit 
in a profound betrayal of the faith, turning the liberating message of the gospel into an 
instrument of terror and colonial subjugation.  

11.3. Reconciling Universal Justice with Biblical Promises 

Faced with the immense influence of Christian Zionism, the Kairos Palestine movement 
recognizes the necessity of providing a compelling, alternative theological narrative. They do 
not merely reject exclusivist readings of the Bible; they actively reclaim the scriptures to 
articulate a vision of universal justice and restorative peace. The authors refuse to concede the 
biblical text to those who would use it to justify apartheid and displacement. 

The theological cornerstone of this reclamation is the insistence that the land belongs to God, 
and humans are merely its stewards. In this framework, biblical promises regarding the land are 
not ethnic real estate deeds conferring exclusive supremacy, but rather conditional covenants 
demanding that the land be governed with equity, compassion, and justice for the foreigner and 
the marginalized. The Kairos documents frequently invoke the vision articulated in the biblical 
Psalms, anticipating a day when mercy and truth meet, and righteousness and peace kiss each 
other. The authors argue that true biblical peace is never the product of military domination or 
the subjugation of one group by another; it is the natural byproduct of justice and equality. 
Therefore, reconciling universal justice with biblical promises requires interpreting the entire 
scriptural canon through the lens of Christ's commandment of neighborly love and liberation. In 
this prophetic vision, the Holy Land is not a battlefield for apocalyptic prophecy, but a shared 
space where the dignity of both Palestinians and Israelis must be equally affirmed and 
protected.  
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12. Conclusion: The Future of Prophetic Resistance 

As the Israeli-Palestinian conflict continues to reshape the geopolitical and moral landscape of 
the twenty-first century, the Kairos Palestine movement stands as a profound testament to the 
enduring power of prophetic theology. What began as a localized cry from a beleaguered 
Christian minority has transformed into a global spiritual and political reckoning. The movement 
has consistently forced the international community to confront the uncomfortable reality that 
theology is never a neutral enterprise; it either serves as an instrument of liberation or a 
mechanism of subjugation. As the region faces an uncertain and deeply traumatized future, the 
legacy and ongoing trajectory of the Kairos movement offer critical insights into the intersection 
of faith, human rights, and the demands of global solidarity. 

12.1. Summary of the Evolution of the Kairos Movement 

The evolution of the Kairos Palestine movement from 2009 to the mid-2020s reflects a tragic 
but necessary adaptation to the deteriorating material realities on the ground. The initial 2009 
declaration, A Moment of Truth, was an innovative theological intervention that sought to 
awaken the global conscience. By defining the military occupation as a structural sin against God 
and explicitly endorsing the Boycott, Divestment, and Sanctions movement, it established a new 
paradigm for Christian engagement in the Middle East. It was a document characterized by a 
desperate, yet tangible, hope that moral persuasion and non-violent economic pressure could 
reverse the tide of occupation. 

However, as the diplomatic horizon vanished and the physical infrastructure of settler 
colonialism expanded exponentially, the movement was forced to radicalize its rhetoric and its 
structural organization. The 2020 Cry for Hope marked the transition into an organized global 
coalition, elevating the theological critique to explicitly address the realities of apartheid and 
the immediate threat of formal territorial annexation. Finally, the catastrophic violence of the 
October 2023 war and its prolonged aftermath precipitated the release of Kairos Palestine II in 
November 2025. This latest iteration represents the movement's most uncompromising hour, 
shifting its vocabulary from occupation and apartheid to genocide and ethnic cleansing. The 
theological trajectory has moved from a pastoral plea for reform to a stark, prosecutorial 
demand for survival, immediate arms embargoes, and international legal accountability. This 
evolution demonstrates how prophetic theology remains dynamic, constantly recalibrating its 
language and demands to match the severity of the structural evil it confronts. 

12.2. The Enduring Challenge of Global Solidarity 

Despite the global reach of the Kairos Palestine movement, the challenge of translating 
theological solidarity into tangible political transformation remains immense. The polarized 
reception of the documents underscores the deep-seated ideological divisions within global 
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Christianity. While the movement has successfully mobilized mainline Protestant denominations 
and human rights advocates worldwide, it continues to face formidable resistance. The 
enduring challenge for supporters is maintaining momentum in the face of well-funded, highly 
organized opposition that seeks to delegitimize the movement by conflating its critique of the 
State of Israel with antisemitism. 

Furthermore, the movement faces the difficult task of combating the entrenched geopolitical 
influence of Christian Zionism, which continues to provide immense financial and political 
backing for the very structures of displacement that the Palestinian authors condemn. For 
global solidarity networks, the challenge is not merely issuing statements of agreement, but 
undertaking the costly work of material resistance. This requires faith communities to critically 
examine their own financial portfolios, to engage in sustained political lobbying against arms 
shipments, and to risk institutional reputation by standing unequivocally with the marginalized. 
The future of this global solidarity hinges on the ability of international allies to absorb the 
urgency of the Palestinian cry and to recognize that their own theological integrity is intrinsically 
tied to the liberation of the oppressed in the Holy Land. 

12.3. Final Thoughts on the Intersection of Theology and Human Rights 

The Kairos Palestine documents ultimately serve as a stark reminder that in zones of conflict, 
theology is a matter of life and death. The ways in which ancient scriptures are interpreted, 
taught, and applied have direct, material consequences for millions of human beings. By 
exposing the fatal flaws of exclusivist, state-sanctioned theologies, the Palestinian Christian 
community has offered a vital course correction for the global church. They have demonstrated 
that a faith untethered from the demands of human rights and international justice is not 
merely irrelevant, but actively dangerous. 

As the movement looks toward an incredibly fraught future, its core message remains an 
assertion of radical, defiant humanity. Even in the depths of war, displacement, and systemic 
erasure, the authors of the Kairos documents have refused to surrender their moral agency or 
their commitment to a universal vision of justice. They insist that true peace cannot be 
engineered through military dominance, walls, or the subjugation of the other. The prophetic 
resistance modeled by the Kairos Palestine movement ensures that the cry for human dignity in 
the Holy Land will continue to resonate, challenging every generation to transform their 
theology into a living, breathing instrument of liberation and love. 
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