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This paper explores the evolving nature of God as presented in Process Theology
and its intersections with Pantheism and Panentheism. Traditional Christian
theism often portrays God as immutable, transcendent, and unaffected by time or
events in the universe. In contrast, Process Theology offers a dynamic vision of
the divine, suggesting that God evolves alongside creation, responding to its
unfolding complexities. This relational model challenges classical views of divine
omnipotence, providing a framework where God's power is persuasive, not
coercive, and is exercised through a deep, evolving relationship with the cosmos.
By examining the theological implications of a God who is both immanent and
transcendent, this paper draws connections between the evolving universe,
human free will, and divine action. We also explore how these ideas engage with
modern scientific discoveries in cosmology, quantum physics, and evolutionary
biology, offering a compelling synthesis for understanding God's role in a
constantly changing world.
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l. Introduction

A. The Question of God’s Nature in Classical Theology

In classical theology, God is traditionally understood as transcendent, immutable,
and timeless. This view, held by theologians like St. Augustine and Thomas
Aquinas, suggests that God exists outside of the physical universe, not bound by
time or space, and is unchanging in essence and nature. God’s attributes—such as
omnipotence, omniscience, and omnibenevolence—are seen as perfect and
eternally consistent. Aquinas, in particular, argued that any change would imply
imperfection, and thus God must be complete and fully actualized, beyond the
influence of time or events within the universe.

However, modern scientific understanding introduces a new perspective on the
universe. Through cosmology and evolutionary biology, we now see the universe
as dynamic—expanding, evolving, and continually in a state of flux. This
understanding raises important theological questions: how can a static,
unchanging God interact with a universe that is constantly evolving? Can God be
responsive to the unfolding of time, or is divine action fixed from the beginning?

This creates a tension between the classical view of an unchanging God and the
dynamic nature of the universe. If God is static, how can He engage meaningfully
with a creation that is always in motion? And if God does engage, does that imply
that God, too, changes or grows in response to the world? These questions form
the foundation of the exploration of God’s nature in relation to an evolving
COSMOS.

B. Purpose of the Paper

The purpose of this paper is to explore the idea that God is dynamic and evolving,
offering a model that reconciles divine transcendence with divine immanence. By
engaging with insights from Process Theology and Pantheism, this paper aims to
present a framework where God is not merely a distant, unchanging creator, but
a being who grows and evolves alongside creation, responding to the world as it
unfolds.



This exploration will focus on how a dynamic view of God challenges and enriches
traditional theism. By considering God’s immanence within the universe, we can
reimagine divine perfection as a process of growth rather than a fixed state.
Additionally, the paper will address how this model affects our understanding of
God’s relationship to time, space, and human experience, particularly in light of
modern science.

By the end of this paper, we hope to demonstrate that an evolving concept of
God not only maintains the integrity of divine transcendence but also provides a
more relatable and active understanding of God’s presence in a world that is
continually changing. This view opens up new possibilities for understanding
divine action, human freedom, and the purpose of creation.

C. The Connection to Pantheism

Pantheism, the belief that God is identical with the universe, offers an important
perspective in this discussion. In pantheism, God is not separate from creation but
is present in every aspect of it. This contrasts with traditional theism, where God
is viewed as distinct from and superior to the created world. Pantheism sees the
universe itself as a manifestation of the divine, implying that God is in a state of
continuous growth and evolution along with creation.

While pantheism offers a vision of God as fully integrated with the cosmos, it does
not always address the idea of divine transcendence—the belief that God also
exists beyond the physical universe. This is where Process Theology, and its
related concept of Panentheism, provides a bridge. Panentheism holds that God is
both immanent (present within the universe) and transcendent (existing beyond
it). This model suggests that God is not only evolving with the cosmos but remains
greater than it, with the ability to influence and guide creation.

In this paper, we will explore how the dynamic view of God aligns with aspects of
pantheism while also distinguishing itself by retaining the transcendence and
distinctiveness of the divine. The evolving God concept proposed by Process
Theology thus offers a middle ground between the classical static God of
traditional theism and the all-encompassing God of pantheism, offering a richer
and more nuanced understanding of the divine relationship with the world.



Il. Classical Views of God: Immutability and Transcendence
A. Traditional Christian Theism

In traditional Christian theism, God is characterized by three fundamental
attributes: omnipotence, omniscience, and immutability. These qualities present
God as all-powerful, all-knowing, and unchanging. The roots of these views are
deeply embedded in classical theology, drawing heavily from the works of
theologians like St. Augustine, Thomas Aquinas, and later, John Calvin. These
figures articulated a vision of God as a perfect being, untouched by the passage of
time or the events within creation.

1. God as Omnipotent (All-Powerful)
The doctrine of omnipotence holds that God has unlimited power and can
do all things that are logically possible. Augustine argued that God’s power
extends over the entire cosmos, as everything that exists was created
through His will. Aquinas expanded on this idea, stating that God’s power is
not only infinite but also perfectly directed, meaning that God’s actions are
always aligned with divine goodness and wisdom. This view maintains that
there is nothing in the universe that is outside of God’s control.

2. God as Omniscient (All-Knowing)
Omniscience refers to God’s complete and eternal knowledge of all
things—past, present, and future. Augustine emphasized that God'’s
knowledge is not bound by time, as God exists outside of it. Aquinas further
elaborated that God knows all possible outcomes of events, including
human free will, without being constrained by temporal sequence. Calvin,
in his doctrine of predestination, stressed that God’s foreknowledge is
complete and infallible, meaning that every event, from the creation of the
universe to its eventual end, is known by God from eternity.

3. God as Immutable (Unchanging)
Immutability is the belief that God does not change in essence, character,
or purpose. This is closely tied to the concept of divine perfection; if God
were to change, it would imply a movement from a state of lesser to
greater perfection, or vice versa, which would contradict the idea of God as
fully actualized and perfect. Aquinas asserted that since God is pure
actuality, with no potential for change, He is unaffected by time or events



in the universe. Augustine, drawing from Platonic philosophy, argued that
God’s immutability is central to His perfection—because change would
suggest imperfection, God must remain constant.

These traditional views were foundational in Christian thought and have shaped
centuries of theological reflection. However, the conception of God as
omnipotent, omniscient, and immutable presents challenges when confronted
with modern understandings of the universe and the human experience of
suffering.

B. Challenges to the Classical View

While traditional theism presents a God who is powerful, knowing, and
unchanging, these attributes can raise difficult questions when considering the
nature of the world, particularly regarding the problem of evil and the evolving
cosmos. These challenges invite deeper reflection on whether the classical view
adequately captures the dynamic relationship between God and creation.

1. The Problem of Evil and Suffering
One of the most persistent challenges to the classical view of God is the
existence of evil and suffering in the world. If God is omnipotent and
omnibenevolent, why does He allow suffering and evil to persist? This
question has troubled theologians for centuries, as it seems to imply that
either God is not all-powerful (since He cannot prevent evil) or not all-good
(since He allows evil to exist).

Augustine attempted to address this problem by arguing that evil is not a
substance created by God, but rather a privation of good—a corruption of the
goodness inherent in creation. Aquinas followed this line of reasoning, suggesting
that God permits evil for the sake of greater goods, such as free will or the
eventual redemption of humanity. Calvin, in his doctrine of predestination,
argued that everything, including evil, is part of God’s divine plan, though His
reasons may remain inscrutable to human beings.

However, for many, these explanations do not fully resolve the tension between
divine power and human suffering. The notion of an unchanging, all-powerful God
can seem detached from the realities of human life, where suffering and evil are



ever-present. This raises the question: can an immutable God truly engage with
the world in a meaningful way?

2. The Evolving Cosmos and a Static God
Another major challenge to the classical view of God arises from the
modern understanding of the universe as dynamic and evolving. The
development of evolutionary theory and modern cosmology has revealed
that the universe is not a static creation, but one that is constantly
changing. From the Big Bang to the gradual evolution of life on Earth, we
see a cosmos in perpetual motion, where new forms emerge and old ones
pass away.

This understanding of the universe contrasts sharply with the classical view of a
static, unchanging God. If the universe itself is constantly evolving, does this not
imply that God’s relationship with it must also evolve? The traditional view, which
holds that God’s knowledge and plan are complete and unchangeable from the
beginning, seems out of step with the scientific understanding of a universe in
flux. It raises questions about how God interacts with the world and whether a
static, timeless God can truly be responsive to the ongoing development of
creation.

In response to these challenges, some theologians and philosophers have sought
to reimagine God’s nature in ways that account for the dynamic and relational
aspects of the universe. Process Theology, for example, suggests that God is
involved in the process of change, evolving along with creation and interacting
with the world in a more fluid and responsive manner. This view offers an
alternative to the classical model, presenting a God who is both transcendent and
immanent—beyond the universe, yet also deeply involved in its ongoing
evolution.

lll. Process Theology: The Dynamic God
A. Alfred North Whitehead's Process Philosophy

Process Theology finds its roots in the philosophical framework developed by
Alfred North Whitehead, a 20th-century philosopher and mathematician.
Whitehead’s Process Philosophy fundamentally reimagines the nature of reality,



presenting it not as composed of static entities but as a dynamic flow of events
and relationships. In contrast to classical views of the universe as a collection of
fixed objects, Whitehead saw the world as an ever-evolving process, where
everything is interconnected and in a constant state of becoming.

1. Introduction to Process Philosophy Whitehead’s process thought breaks
with the classical metaphysical assumption that substances are the
fundamental building blocks of reality. Instead, he argued that events or
processes are primary. In his seminal work, Process and Reality (1929),
Whitehead developed a vision of the universe in which everything, from the
smallest particles to the largest celestial bodies, is in a state of flux. Reality
is relational—everything that happens is shaped by its interactions with
everything else.

Whitehead called these basic units of experience "actual occasions" or "events."
Each occasion is influenced by its past and, in turn, influences future occasions.
This process of becoming is fundamental to the nature of reality. In this
framework, the universe is not a finished product but an unfolding, creative
process.

2. Whitehead’s Conception of Reality as Dynamic, Relational, and Evolving
Whitehead’s dynamic vision of reality applies equally to the nature of God.
Rather than viewing God as an unchanging, omnipotent ruler who stands
apart from creation, Whitehead envisioned a relational God—one who is
deeply intertwined with the processes of the universe. In this model, God is
not a distant observer but a participant in the ongoing flow of events,
influencing and being influenced by the world.

Whitehead saw reality as composed of interconnected "becomings"”, where each
moment affects the next. For him, God is part of this evolving reality. As the
universe changes and grows, so too does God’s experience and relationship with
the world. This understanding of a relational God shifts the emphasis from static
perfection to creative involvement in the ever-changing process of the cosmos.

3. The Twofold Nature of God: Primordial and Consequent In Whitehead’s
Process Theology, God has a twofold nature:



o Primordial Nature: This aspect of God is eternal, unchanging, and
abstract. It represents God’s timeless perfection, the source of all
possibilities for the world. In this sense, God exists beyond the
constraints of time and space, holding within Himself the infinite
potential for creation.

o Consequent Nature: This aspect of God is in time, relational, and
responsive to the world. As creation unfolds, God interacts with it,
experiencing its joys and sufferings, responding to its changes.
Through this consequent nature, God evolves as He experiences the
world’s process of becoming. In this way, God is deeply connected to
creation and affected by its ongoing development.

The balance between these two aspects allows Whitehead to maintain the notion
of divine transcendence (through God’s primordial nature) while also embracing
the idea that God is involved in the evolving universe (through God’s consequent
nature). This dynamic relationship between the eternal and the temporal is a
hallmark of Whitehead'’s contribution to theology.

B. Charles Hartshorne’s Development of Process Theology

Building on Whitehead'’s insights, Charles Hartshorne became a leading figure in
the development of Process Theology. Hartshorne took Whitehead’s
philosophical framework and applied it more explicitly to theology, articulating a
vision of God as dipolar—both abstract and concrete, eternal and changing.

1. God as Dipolar: Both Abstract and Concrete, Eternal and Changing
Hartshorne argued that God possesses two distinct but complementary
poles:

o The abstract pole represents God’s eternal nature. This is the aspect
of God that is beyond time, perfect, and unchanging. It is the source
of divine possibilities and the eternal truths that guide the universe.

o The concrete pole represents God’s temporal nature. This is the
aspect of God that interacts with the world in real-time, experiencing
and responding to the unfolding events of creation. In this sense,
God is deeply involved in the processes of change, growth, and
development that characterize the universe.



Hartshorne’s dipolar conception of God allows for both stability and adaptability.
God’s abstract, eternal nature ensures that divine perfection remains constant,
while God’s concrete, temporal nature allows for engagement with the dynamic
processes of creation. This view challenges the traditional notion of divine
immutability by emphasizing that change and adaptability are not signs of
imperfection but rather signs of a God who is fully invested in the creative
process.

2. The Concept of Divine Relativity—God’s Perfection in Adaptability and
Growth Hartshorne introduced the concept of divine relativity, suggesting
that God’s perfection lies not in being unchanging but in God’s ability to
relate to and grow with creation. In this view, God’s knowledge and
experience are continually expanding as the world evolves. Rather than
being detached from the universe, God is perfectly adaptable, able to
respond to the needs and realities of creation in a way that reflects divine
love and care.

Hartshorne argued that divine perfection includes the capacity for growth and
change. This means that God is not diminished by the events of the world but is
enriched by them. As creation unfolds, God’s experience of love, creativity, and
beauty deepens, demonstrating a kind of perfection that is not static but
dynamic. This marks a radical departure from the classical view, which sees
change as incompatible with divine perfection.

C. John B. Cobb Jr. and David Ray Griffin

John B. Cobb Jr. and David Ray Griffin further developed the ideas of Process
Theology, particularly focusing on the nature of God’s interaction with the world.
Both theologians emphasize the notion that God’s power is not coercive but
persuasive—working through relationships rather than imposing control over
creation.

1. God as Persuasive, Not Coercive—Interacting with Creation in a Mutual
Relationship Cobb and Griffin argue that God does not exert unilateral
control over the world but instead works through persuasion. In this model,
God invites creation to grow and evolve, offering possibilities but never
forcing outcomes. This vision of divine power contrasts sharply with the



classical notion of God as all-controlling. Instead, God’s power is relational,
working through the free will and creativity of all things in the universe.

By persuading rather than coercing, God encourages the emergence of novelty
and complexity within creation. This approach allows for a richer understanding
of human freedom, as well as the freedom of all entities in the cosmos, to
respond to God’s call for growth and creativity.

2. The Implications of an Evolving God in a Constantly Changing World The
idea of an evolving God has profound implications for theology. If God is
continually responding to the changes in the world, then the divine
relationship with creation is one of partnership rather than dictation. This
suggests that the future is open and unfolding, not predetermined by an
unchanging divine plan.

Cobb and Griffin highlight the importance of understanding God as a co-creator in
the universe. God works with creation, guiding and inspiring its evolution, but
does not force outcomes. This dynamic interaction allows for a deepening
relationship between God and creation, as both evolve together. Such a view
offers new ways of thinking about suffering, human responsibility, and the role of
God in the modern scientific understanding of the cosmos.

IV. Pantheism and Panentheism: God in Everything
A. Defining Pantheism

Pantheism is the belief that God and the Universe are one and the same. In this
view, God is not separate from the cosmos but is synonymous with it—everything
that exists is an expression of the divine. Rather than envisioning God as an
external creator who stands apart from the world, pantheism holds that the
divine is present in all things, from the smallest particle to the vastest galaxies.

1. Philosophical Roots of Pantheism Pantheism has deep philosophical roots,
particularly in the works of Baruch Spinoza, a 17th-century Dutch
philosopher. Spinoza’s Ethics (1677) famously proposed that God and
Nature (or the Universe) are two names for the same reality. For Spinoza,
everything that exists is a mode of God’s infinite substance, meaning that
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the entire cosmos is an expression of divine being. This view challenged the
traditional dualism of God as a transcendent, personal deity distinct from
creation. Instead, Spinoza introduced a monistic view of reality, where all
things are interconnected within the divine substance.

Pantheistic ideas can also be found in various religious traditions. Hinduism,
particularly in its Advaita Vedanta school, shares a similar outlook where the
ultimate reality, Brahman, is both the cause and the substance of the Universe. In
this view, the entire cosmos is an expression of Brahman’s essence, and the
distinction between creator and creation is ultimately illusory.

2. Theological Roots of Pantheism Within theology, pantheism has often been
viewed with suspicion by mainstream theistic traditions, which maintain a
distinction between God and creation. However, certain mystical traditions,
such as those found in Sufism (Islamic mysticism) or Christian mysticism,
have expressed pantheistic-like ideas. For example, Meister Eckhart, a 13th-
century Christian mystic, suggested that God’s presence could be found
within all things, reflecting an immanent divine presence throughout
creation.

Despite its controversial status in traditional theology, pantheism offers a
compelling vision of the divine immanence—a God who is intimately present in
every aspect of the world. This emphasis on immanence contrasts with the
classical theistic focus on God’s transcendence and distinctness from creation.

B. Panentheism: A Bridge Between Classical Theism and Pantheism

While pantheism sees God as entirely identical with the universe, panentheism
presents a more nuanced view: God is in the universe, but also transcends it. In
this framework, the universe is part of God, but God is more than just the
universe. This view offers a middle ground between the immanent God of
pantheism and the transcendent God of classical theism, suggesting that God
encompasses the cosmos while still existing beyond it.

1. The Concept of Panentheism Panentheism maintains that while God is
deeply connected to the universe and present in all things, He also retains a
transcendence that allows Him to exist beyond the physical world. This
means that creation exists within God, but God is not limited to creation.
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This approach allows for a relational view of God, where God is actively
involved in the universe’s unfolding without being restricted by its
constraints.

In this sense, panentheism provides a bridge between the static, transcendent
God of traditional theism and the fully immanent God of pantheism. It also aligns
with the idea that God can evolve and grow with creation while maintaining
divine perfection and transcendence. This vision accommodates both the classical
view of God as eternal and unchanging, as well as the process-oriented view of
God as evolving along with the cosmos.

2. Process Theology’s Alignment with Panentheism Process Theology, with its
view of God as both Primordial (eternal) and Consequent (responsive to the
world), aligns well with panentheism. In Process Theology, God is deeply
involved in the ongoing development of the universe, experiencing it as it
unfolds, while also providing a transcendent source of possibilities. The
twofold nature of God in Process Theology mirrors the panentheistic idea
that God is both immanent within creation and transcendent beyond it.

By emphasizing God’s immanence in the universe, Process Theology echoes
pantheistic themes of divine presence throughout all things. However, by
maintaining that God also transcends the universe and is not fully identical with it,
Process Theology remains distinct from pantheism. The relational nature of God
in Process Theology fits naturally within the panentheistic framework, as it
suggests that God is both shaped by and shaping the ongoing process of the
world’s evolution.

This model of God as evolving within creation but remaining transcendent offers a
powerful synthesis, allowing theologians to maintain the transcendence of God
while embracing the idea that God is intimately involved in the world’s becoming.

C. Teilhard de Chardin and the Omega Point

One of the most influential figures in modern theology who connects the evolving
universe with a dynamic, immanent God is Pierre Teilhard de Chardin, a Jesuit
priest and paleontologist. Teilhard’s vision of the cosmos as moving toward a
state of unity with God presents a fascinating parallel to both Process Theology
and panentheistic thought.
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1. Teilhard’s Vision of an Evolving Universe Teilhard de Chardin’s theological
framework is deeply influenced by his scientific background in evolutionary
biology. In his seminal work, The Phenomenon of Man (1955), Teilhard
proposed that the universe is not a static creation but is moving toward an
ultimate point of spiritual and physical convergence, which he called the
Omega Point. According to Teilhard, all of creation is evolving toward this
final state of complete unity with the divine. The cosmos, in its unfolding
complexity and increasing consciousness, is being drawn toward God, who
is both the source and the culmination of this evolutionary process.

For Teilhard, God is not distant from creation but is present in its ongoing
development. As the universe becomes more complex and conscious, it becomes
more united with the divine presence. This presents a view of God as both the
origin and the destiny of creation—a God who is intimately involved in the
process of cosmic evolution.

2. Parallels Between Teilhard’s Thought and Process Theology Teilhard’s
concept of the Omega Point shares significant parallels with Process
Theology’s vision of a relational, evolving God. Both perspectives suggest
that God is not static but is actively engaged in the process of the universe’s
development. For Teilhard, God is the end goal of evolution, drawing the
universe toward a state of perfect unity with the divine. Similarly, Process
Theology suggests that God evolves in response to the world, experiencing
its joys and sufferings, and guiding creation toward greater complexity and
beauty.

While Teilhard’s vision is more explicitly teleological (focused on a final end
point), both his thought and Process Theology emphasize that the divine and
creation are deeply intertwined. Teilhard’s view that God is in the process of
becoming with the universe resonates with the idea that God’s experience of the
world deepens as creation evolves. Both frameworks envision a dynamic
relationship between God and the cosmos, where God is actively involved in
creation’s journey toward fulfillment.

13



V. The Evolution of God: Bridging Process Theology and Pantheism
A. God as Evolving with Creation

The idea that God evolves with creation introduces a dynamic relationship
between the divine and the universe. In contrast to the classical view of God as
immutable and transcendent, this perspective suggests that as the universe
unfolds, God’s relationship with it deepens and grows. Theologically, this means
God is not a passive observer of creation but an active participant in its ongoing
development.

1. God’s Immanence and Transcendence in an Evolving Cosmos
Within this framework, God is both immanent and transcendent—present
in every aspect of the evolving cosmos while remaining beyond its
limitations. In Process Theology, this dual aspect is captured in the idea of
God's twofold nature: the Primordial Nature, which remains eternal and
unchanging, and the Consequent Nature, which evolves with creation.
Through God’s Consequent Nature, God interacts with and is shaped by the
universe’s unfolding processes.

As the universe expands, becomes more complex, and develops consciousness (as
seen in Teilhard de Chardin’s view of the Omega Point), God’s experience of the
world also deepens. God engages with the struggles, joys, and suffering of
creation, evolving alongside it. This relational aspect of God challenges the
traditional image of a distant deity and suggests that God is intimately present in
the becoming of the cosmos.

2. Divine Perfection Reimagined
In this evolving view, God’s perfection is not static. Instead of being defined
by immutability, divine perfection is understood as a capacity for growth
and responsiveness. As the universe evolves and presents new possibilities,
God’s perfection includes the ability to respond to these changes creatively
and compassionately. God’s involvement in the world is not diminished by
the changes within creation; rather, it is enriched by them, allowing for a
deeper connection with the unfolding reality of the universe.

This reimagining of divine perfection allows for a more dynamic theology, where
God’s relationship with the world is fluid—constantly evolving as creation itself
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evolves. In this model, the divine presence is seen as a co-creator in the universe’s
ongoing process of becoming.

B. Implications for Pantheism and Panentheism

The evolving God of Process Theology has significant implications for both
pantheism and panentheism. While pantheism identifies God with the universe,
Process Theology suggests that God is more than just the sum of creation—God
evolves with it but is not entirely synonymous with it.

1. Challenges and Enrichment for Pantheistic Thought
The notion of an evolving God challenges traditional pantheism, which
often posits that God is fully immanent and identical with the cosmos. If
God changes as creation unfolds, it suggests a level of divine individuality
beyond mere identification with the material universe. In this way, Process
Theology departs from pantheism by introducing a relational dynamic—
God is not just the universe itself but a being who interacts with and
responds to the unfolding processes within it.

However, this evolving view of God also enriches pantheistic thought by
emphasizing divine immanence in a way that highlights God’s active role in
creation. Rather than being a static force within the cosmos, God is seen as alive
and involved in the universe’s ongoing development. In this way, the evolving God
provides a more vibrant and dynamic vision of divinity within the cosmos, one
that aligns with pantheistic themes of divine presence but moves beyond its
limitations by retaining God’s individuality.

2. Reconciling Process Theology with Pantheism
Can the dynamic God of Process Theology be reconciled with pantheism?
The answer may lie in the concept of panentheism, which posits that God is
in everything, but also transcends everything. Panentheism allows for the
evolving God to be present in every part of creation without being limited
to it. This model bridges the gap between the immanence of pantheism
(where God is the universe) and the transcendence of classical theism
(where God is outside and above the universe).

Process Theology aligns closely with panentheism in suggesting that God is both
within the universe, evolving as it does, and beyond it, retaining a transcendent
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nature. This synthesis allows for a relational God who engages with creation while
also existing independently from it, ensuring that divine change and growth do
not diminish God’s transcendent perfection.

C. Mysticism and the Dynamic Divine

Many mystical traditions have expressed a belief in an evolving or dynamic divine
presence in the world. These traditions often emphasize direct experience of the
divine and suggest that God is actively participating in the unfolding of both the
cosmos and individual spiritual development.

1. Meister Eckhart and Christian Mysticism
Meister Eckhart, a 13th-century Christian mystic, offered a vision of God
that resonates with the dynamic divine. He suggested that God is
continually birthing the world, an ongoing process of creation in which the
divine presence is active and alive. Eckhart’s theology challenges the static
image of God by portraying the divine as a creative force that is ever-
present and evolving with creation. His mystical vision suggests that God’s
relationship with the world is intimately connected to the processes of
change within it.

This mystical outlook aligns with the immanent aspect of Process Theology, where
God is constantly involved in the world’s processes of becoming. Eckhart’s idea of
God’s eternal birth offers a framework for understanding the divine as always
becoming anew, paralleling the evolving nature of God as presented in Process
thought.

2. Eastern Orthodoxy and the Divine Energies
In Eastern Orthodox Christianity, the idea of divine energies offers another
perspective on a dynamic God. According to this tradition, God’s essence
remains transcendent and unknowable, but God’s energies—His presence
and actions in the world—are accessible and constantly at work within
creation. These energies allow for a dynamic interaction between God and
the world, suggesting that while God’s essence is unchanging, His
relationship with the universe is active and evolving.

This concept of divine energies shares similarities with Process Theology’s idea of
a God who is both eternal and responsive. The divine energies are the means
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through which God engages with the world, echoing the Consequent Nature of
God in Process thought, where God’s relationship with creation is fluid and
relational.

3. Sufism and the Journey Toward Divine Unity
In Sufism, the mystical tradition of Islam, the journey toward God is often
described as a process of unfolding and realization. Sufis believe that God is
both transcendent and immanent, and that the divine is discovered
through the process of inner spiritual growth. As individuals evolve
spiritually, their experience of the divine deepens, reflecting the idea that
God’s presence becomes more apparent as one grows closer to Him.

Sufi mysticism emphasizes the dynamic nature of the divine-human relationship,
where both the individual and the divine are engaged in a process of mutual
discovery. This resonates with Process Theology’s vision of an evolving God,
where the divine and creation grow together in a relationship of deepening
understanding and intimacy.

VI. Theological and Philosophical Implications
A. Divine Power and Human Freedom

In traditional theology, divine power has often been understood as
omnipotence—the belief that God can do anything that is logically possible. This
idea of omnipotence has typically portrayed God as a sovereign ruler, controlling
the universe with absolute authority. However, the concept of God’s evolving
nature in Process Theology challenges this classical view, suggesting that divine
power is more relational and persuasive than coercive. This shift requires a
rethinking of how God's power operates in the world, especially in relation to
human freedom.

1. Reconsidering Omnipotence Process Theology redefines divine power as
persuasive rather than coercive. Instead of forcing outcomes, God works
through persuasion and influence, offering possibilities and inviting
creation to choose among them. In this model, God does not override the
freedom of creatures but respects their autonomy, working alongside them
rather than dominating them. This relational power emphasizes God’s role
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as a co-creator, where divine action is not about unilateral control but
about guiding and inspiring the unfolding of the universe.

This shift also implies that God’s power is not about overcoming resistance but
about inviting cooperation. In an evolving universe, God’s power is seen in the
ability to adapt, to work within the dynamic processes of creation, and to offer
creative possibilities that align with the growth and development of the cosmos.
This approach reflects a God who is not distant or detached but actively engaged
in the relational web of existence.

2. The Role of Human Free Will In an evolving, responsive divine framework,
human freedom plays a crucial role. Process Theology holds that God allows
for significant creaturely freedom because genuine relationships require
the ability to choose. God offers possibilities, but humans, along with all
other entities in the cosmos, must freely respond to these divine
invitations. This view emphasizes the cooperative nature of creation—God
and humans work together in the unfolding of the universe.

The evolving God does not predetermine every outcome but allows for novelty
and creativity within creation. Human free will, then, is not a threat to divine
sovereignty but a necessary component of a relational universe. By affirming free
will, Process Theology shows that God’s power is expressed not through control
but through the ability to work with the choices and actions of free agents.

This framework also implies that human responsibility is elevated. Since God does
not force outcomes, humans bear a greater moral responsibility for their actions.
The choices we make contribute to the ongoing evolution of the universe and
shape the direction in which God’s creative purposes unfold.

B. The Problem of Evil and Suffering

The problem of evil and suffering has long been a challenge for traditional theism.
If God is omnipotent and omnibenevolent, why does suffering persist in the
world? Classical responses often invoke free will or suggest that suffering serves
some mysterious divine purpose. However, these explanations can feel
inadequate, particularly in light of extreme suffering, natural disasters, and
systemic injustices. Process Theology offers a fresh perspective by rethinking
God’s role in relation to evil and suffering.
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1. A Relational God and the Response to Suffering In Process Theology, God is
not the cause of evil or suffering, nor does God allow suffering for some
higher purpose. Instead, God experiences the suffering of the world
alongside creation, sharing in its pain and responding with divine empathy.
This relational view of God emphasizes that while God does not control
every event, He is present in the midst of suffering, offering comfort,
healing, and possibilities for redemption.

Rather than a detached, all-controlling deity, the evolving God of Process
Theology is intimately involved in the struggles of creation. God’s Consequent
Nature allows Him to feel the world’s suffering and respond compassionately. In
this way, God’s relationship with creation is one of solidarity rather than
domination. God does not eradicate suffering by force, but rather works within
the evolving processes of the world to bring about growth and healing.

2. Process Theology’s Approach to Evil Evil, in Process Theology, is not
something that God wills or directly allows. Instead, it arises from the
freedom inherent in the world. The universe, in its process of evolution,
involves risk and vulnerability. As creatures exercise their freedom, the
potential for harm, failure, and suffering exists. God does not eliminate
these possibilities because doing so would negate the freedom and
creativity that make the universe dynamic and alive.

Instead, God works to redeem and transform suffering by offering new
possibilities for growth, healing, and reconciliation. God’s role in the face of evil is
to provide creative options that can lead to greater good, even in the aftermath
of pain and loss. In this sense, Process Theology presents a God who is not
indifferent to suffering but actively engaged in the work of overcoming it through
relational presence and cooperative creativity.

C. The Future of Theology: Dynamic Divinity in a Scientific World

As scientific discoveries continue to reshape our understanding of the cosmos,
the evolving God of Process Theology offers a theological framework that is
compatible with modern science. The dynamic nature of divinity resonates with
contemporary views of the universe as an open, evolving system, where
complexity and novelty arise through ongoing processes of change. This presents
exciting opportunities for the future of theology.
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1. Process Thought and Cosmology The growing relevance of Process
Theology can be seen in its dialogue with cosmology, where the universe is
understood as a process of continuous expansion and development. From
the Big Bang to the emergence of galaxies and life, the universe appears to
be in a state of constant becoming. Process Theology’s vision of an evolving
God aligns well with this cosmological narrative, suggesting that God is
present in the unfolding of the universe, guiding its development while
being shaped by it.

This dynamic view of God offers a way to integrate theological inquiry with
scientific discovery, showing that God’s creativity is expressed through the same
processes that science explores. Rather than being in conflict with science,
Process Theology invites a synthesis, where the divine is seen as an active
participant in the evolutionary history of the cosmos.

2. Quantum Physics and Process Theology Process thought also engages with
quantum physics, where the universe at the most fundamental level is
characterized by uncertainty, probability, and interconnectedness.
Quantum mechanics reveals a world where events are not fully determined
and where relationships between particles are non-linear and dynamic. This
unpredictability mirrors the relational and open-ended nature of Process
Theology, where God works with the universe’s inherent freedom to bring
about creative outcomes.

By engaging with quantum physics, Process Theology provides a theological
explanation for how God can interact with the world in a way that respects its
indeterminacy and novelty. God is not a micromanager but a persuasive force
that works within the quantum field of possibilities to guide the world toward
greater complexity and beauty.

3. Evolutionary Biology and the Role of God in an Expanding Cosmos Finally,
evolutionary biology presents a vision of life as a process of adaptation,
mutation, and survival, where new forms of life emerge through struggle
and creativity. Process Theology’s evolving God fits seamlessly into this
framework, portraying God as the source of possibilities for life’s evolution
while respecting the freedom and autonomy of natural processes.
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In this view, God is the great inspirer of evolutionary progress, continually offering
the world new ways to adapt, grow, and thrive. As creation evolves, God’s
relationship with it deepens, with both the universe and God growing together.
This vision presents a hopeful outlook on the future, where God’s involvement in
the cosmos continues to inspire new levels of complexity, consciousness, and
connection.

VII. Conclusion
A. Summary of Key Ideas

Throughout this paper, we have explored the dynamic vision of God presented by
Process Theology and its intersections with Pantheism and Panentheism. In
contrast to the traditional view of God as static, immutable, and wholly
transcendent, Process Theology offers a relational and evolving understanding of
the divine. This approach suggests that God is both transcendent and immanent,
engaging with creation in a participatory manner as the universe evolves.

We examined how Alfred North Whitehead and Charles Hartshorne introduced
the idea of a God who not only influences creation but is also influenced by it,
responding to the unfolding events of the world. The concept of God’s Primordial
Nature as eternal and unchanging, alongside His Consequent Nature, which
evolves in real-time with creation, provides a framework where God remains
perfect while also growing and deepening in relationship with the cosmos.

By considering Pantheism, which sees God as identical to the universe, and
Panentheism, which bridges the gap between God being in everything and
transcending everything, we see how these models align with the evolving God of
Process Theology. This dynamic vision of God integrates scientific understandings
of an expanding, evolving universe while retaining a place for divine action,
creativity, and love.

B. Future Directions for Theological Thought

The evolving God of Process Theology opens up exciting possibilities for future
theological frameworks. As our understanding of the universe continues to
develop through advances in cosmology, quantum physics, and evolutionary

21



biology, theology can evolve to incorporate these insights while maintaining core
tenets of divine transcendence and immanence.

1. Divine Transcendence and Divine Evolution
One promising direction for future theological thought is the integration of
divine transcendence with divine evolution. Traditional theism has
emphasized God’s unchanging nature, but as we have seen, an evolving
God does not negate divine perfection. Instead, it reimagines perfection as
a dynamic quality—where God’s love, creativity, and wisdom continue to
grow in response to the complexity of creation. This approach could foster
a deeper dialogue between theology and science, offering a richer
understanding of how God acts within the natural world.

2. Theological Innovation and Interdisciplinary Dialogue
The integration of Process Theology with scientific thought invites new
ways of conceptualizing God’s role in the cosmos. Theologians can engage
in interdisciplinary dialogue with scientists, philosophers, and mystics to
create new models that reflect the ever-evolving nature of reality. For
example, theologians could explore how quantum mechanics and chaos
theory align with the idea of God as relational and persuasive, interacting
with the universe’s inherent uncertainty and creativity. Additionally,
ecotheology—which focuses on God'’s relationship with the natural world—
could further develop by embracing an evolving view of creation as a
cooperative, divine process.

C. The Personal and Spiritual Implications

Embracing a dynamic view of God has profound implications for individual faith
and our broader understanding of God’s presence in the world. Traditionally,
believers have been taught that God is distant, unchanging, and unaffected by the
events of the world. However, seeing God as evolving and deeply relational can
offer new spiritual insights that transform how individuals relate to the divine.

1. A Relational God and Personal Faith
A dynamic view of God allows for a more personal and intimate
relationship between believers and the divine. If God is actively involved in
the ongoing processes of life—responding to joy, suffering, growth, and
change—then individuals can understand their own experiences as part of
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God’s evolving story. This can create a sense of shared purpose with the
divine, where believers are not passive recipients of God’s will but active
participants in the creative unfolding of the cosmos.

Moreover, the idea of God as empathetic and responsive to human suffering can
offer comfort and hope to those facing hardship. A God who feels the world’s
pain and works within it to bring about healing and transformation offers a more
compassionate and relatable presence. This image of God as present in every
moment—actively guiding and inspiring—can strengthen personal faith, making it
more dynamic and responsive to the challenges of life.

2. Understanding God’s Presence in the World
Embracing an evolving God also reshapes how we perceive God’s role in the
world. Rather than seeing divine action as distant or miraculous
interventions, we can begin to understand God’s presence as constantly
unfolding within the natural processes of the universe. This view promotes
a more holistic spirituality, where everyday events, scientific discoveries,
and personal experiences are all seen as manifestations of divine creativity.

This approach also encourages a theology of engagement. If God is evolving with
creation, then human actions matter—they contribute to the ongoing
development of the cosmos. This vision calls believers to engage with the world
ethically, environmentally, and socially, seeing their choices as part of the broader
process of divine evolution. It inspires individuals to work toward greater
compassion, justice, and creativity, knowing that they are participating in a divine
project that is always growing and moving toward greater fulfillment.
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