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In the landscape of 2026, the American religious and political spheres have converged under a
paradigm known as the Seven Mountain Mandate (7MM). Originally a fringe theology within
the New Apostolic Reformation, this dominionist framework has moved from the charismatic
periphery to the center of federal power. This paper explores the profound tension between the
drive for strategic occupation of societal structures and the foundational ethics of the Sermon
on the Mount. While the latter emphasizes humility, mercy, and the renunciation of worldly
power, the 7MM—championed by the current administration and its legislative and military
leaders—seeks the systemic capture of government, media, and education. By analyzing the
roles of Donald J. Trump as the movement's primary vessel, Mike Johnson as its legislative
architect, and Pete Hegseth as its military enforcer, this study argues that the 7MM represents a
fundamental re-engineering of Christian identity. As leaders like Erika Kirk mobilize the next
generation through Turning Point USA following the 2025 assassination of Charlie Kirk, the
traditional focus on individual salvation is being replaced by a quest for cultural supremacy,
effectively subverting the very Beatitudes upon which the faith was founded.
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1. The Theological Crossroads of 2026: An Overview

The theological landscape of 2026 is defined by a singular, overarching ambition: the total
reclamation of American society through the Seven Mountain Mandate. While religious
influence has always played a role in the American story, the current era is distinct in its
systemic and strategic approach to institutional capture. The movement has moved past the era
of the Moral Majority, which viewed political engagement as a means to protect religious
liberty. In the current context, the goal is not liberty in a pluralistic sense, but the establishment
of a governing framework rooted in a specific, dominionist interpretation of the Bible. This shift
has turned the federal government into a laboratory for a new kind of apostolic governance,
where the standard for success is the visible occupation of the centers of cultural and political
power.

This era of dominion was solidified by the assassination of Charlie Kirk in late 2025, an event
that radicalized the youth wing of the movement and provided a martyr for the cause. The
resulting transition of Turning Point USA to the leadership of Erika Kirk marked the end of the
organization's identity as a primarily secular advocacy group. It has since become a powerful
engine for the Seven Mountain Mandate, training a generation of activists to view every career
path—from school board member to tech executive—as a mission field for cultural conquest.
The tragedy of Kirk’s death became the fuel for a movement that no longer asks for permission
to lead but views leadership as a divine right. This has created a political environment where
compromise is seen not as a civic virtue, but as a spiritual failure.

The primary concern of this analysis is the profound disconnect between this pursuit of power
and the ethical heart of the New Testament. The Sermon on the Mount, arguably the most
significant ethical discourse in the Christian tradition, presents a kingdom that is not of this
world, characterized by the elevation of the marginalized and the renunciation of coercion.
However, the Seven Mountain Mandate, as enacted by figures like President Trump, Speaker
Johnson, and Secretary Hegseth, prioritizes the exact opposite: the accumulation of worldly
authority to enforce a vision of righteousness from the top down. This paper posits that the
movement is a functional re-engineering of the faith, transforming a religion centered on the
cross into a religion centered on the throne. It seeks to document the mechanisms by which
these leaders are occupying their respective mountains and the theological cost of such a
victory in a post-pluralist America.

2. Genealogy of the Seven Mountain Mandate: From Lance Wallnau to the White House

The lineage of the Seven Mountain Mandate is not rooted in ancient liturgy but in a modern,
corporate-style revelation that occurred in 1975. The movement traces its origins to a near-



simultaneous "vision" shared by two of the most influential evangelical leaders of the twentieth
century: Bill Bright, the founder of Campus Crusade for Christ, and Loren Cunningham, the
founder of Youth With A Mission. According to the foundational narrative of the movement,
both men received a list of seven specific areas of society that God intended for Christians to
influence in order to turn nations back toward biblical values. Cunningham described these as
seven classrooms or spheres, while Bright viewed them as strategic strongholds. At its
inception, the framework was presented as a methodology for evangelism and missions—a way
to ensure that the gospel message reached every corner of human activity rather than
remaining confined to the four walls of the local church.

However, the theology underwent a radical transformation as it moved from the missionary
field into the hands of the New Apostolic Reformation and specifically the branding of Lance
Wallnau. Beginning in the early 2000s, Wallnau began to rephrase these spheres as mountains.
This linguistic shift was significant; while a sphere implies a field of service, a mountain implies a
peak to be conquered and occupied. Wallnau, working alongside figures like Bill Johnson of
Bethel Church, authored the influential text Invading Babylon, which provided the tactical
manual for what is now known as dominionism. The rhetorical shift from influence to
occupation marked the movement’s departure from traditional evangelicalism and its entry into
a more militant, structural approach to social change. The mandate was no longer just about
saving souls within the media or government; it was about seizing the levers of those
institutions to enforce a kingdom worldview.

The bridge between this charismatic fringe and the center of American power was constructed
through the Cyrus prophecy. In 2016, Wallnau popularized the idea that Donald J. Trump was a
modern-day King Cyrus—a secular, non-believing ruler anointed by God to protect the faithful
and rebuild the walls of the nation. By connecting Trump to the forty-fifth chapter of Isaiah,
Wallnau provided a theological "hall pass" for evangelicals who were initially hesitant about
Trump’s character. This prophecy suggested that God frequently uses flawed, forceful men to
accomplish divine ends, particularly when the goal is the displacement of entrenched, secular
elites. This narrative transformed Trump from a political candidate into a spiritual necessity for
the Seven Mountain Mandate, as he was seen as the only figure capable of clearing the path for
the other mountains to be reclaimed.

By 2026, this genealogy has reached its institutional climax. The mandate has moved from the
visionary dreams of missionaries to the policy briefings of the executive branch. The transition
of leadership within Turning Point USA following the 2025 assassination of Charlie Kirk
represents the latest chapter in this evolution. Erika Kirk’s swift ascent to leadership has
integrated the 7MM more deeply into the youth movement than ever before, moving away
from Charlie’s more secular libertarian roots toward an explicit goal of cultural dominion. The



genealogy is now complete: what began as a 1975 strategy for missions has become a 2026
blueprint for governance, with the White House serving as the primary summit from which the
other six mountains are being directed. This progression illustrates a movement that has
successfully traded the quiet influence of the leaven for the visible, coercive power of the
sword.

3. The Ethics of the Mount: A Contrast of the Beatitudes and Dominionist Praxis

The foundational ethical code of the Christian faith is traditionally found in the Sermon on the
Mount, particularly the series of blessings known as the Beatitudes. In these verses, Jesus of
Nazareth outlines a vision for a kingdom that operates on principles entirely foreign to the logic
of worldly power. The citizens of this kingdom are described as the poor in spirit, the meek, the
merciful, and the peacemakers. They are people who mourn, who hunger for a righteousness
that is often denied them, and who are ultimately blessed not through their victory over their
enemies, but through their endurance of persecution. The Sermon on the Mount presents a
kingdom of the heart—a spiritual reality that exists within and among people, characterized by
a radical surrender of the self and a rejection of coercive force. It is a prescription for living
faithfully in the margins of empire, finding divine favor in precisely the places where the world
sees only weakness and defeat.

The Seven Mountain Mandate, by contrast, operates on a theology of the summit. Where the
Sermon on the Mount blesses the meek who will inherit the earth through divine gift, the
mandate calls upon the strong to occupy the earth through strategic capture. This dominionist
praxis is rooted in a belief that the kingdom of God is not merely a spiritual reality but a physical
and institutional one that must be enforced from the top down. In the 7MM framework, the
seven spheres of society are viewed as hostile territory that must be invaded and reclaimed.
The language of the movement is consistently martial and conquest-oriented, drawing on
imagery of warfare, occupation, and victory. This creates an immediate and irreconcilable
tension with the ethics of the Beatitudes. One cannot easily reconcile the blessing of the
peacemaker with a mandate that views cultural influence as a zero-sum war for territorial
dominance.

The Rejection of Meekness in the Pursuit of Dominion

One of the most striking departures from the Sermon on the Mount is the movement’s
functional rejection of meekness. In traditional Christian ethics, meekness is not understood as
weakness, but as power under restraint—a refusal to use one’s strength to crush others.
However, in the 2026 political context of the 7MM, restraint is often interpreted as cowardice or
a dereliction of divine duty. Proponents of the mandate argue that Christians have been too



meek for too long, allowing secular and progressive forces to occupy the mountains of media,
education, and government. The current praxis emphasizes the necessity of bold, even
aggressive, leadership. Figures like Pete Hegseth and Erika Kirk frequently frame the current
moment as an existential struggle where only the assertive can survive. In this worldview, the
inheritance of the earth is not a future promise to the humble, but a present requirement for
the powerful.

This pursuit of dominion also reframes the concept of hunger and thirst for righteousness. In
the Sermon on the Mount, this hunger is often associated with a longing for justice in a world
where the believer has little control. In the 7MM framework, righteousness is something that is
legislated and enforced. The hunger is not for a spiritual transformation of the heart, but for a
systemic transformation of the state. This leads to a form of praxis where the accumulation of
political power is justified as the only means to achieve a righteous society. When righteousness
is viewed as a product of institutional capture, the internal virtues of mercy and purity of heart
become secondary to the external goals of policy and personnel. The focus shifts from being a
certain kind of person to holding a certain kind of office.

Strategic Warfare versus Enemy Love

Perhaps the most profound ethical collision occurs over the command to love one’s enemies.
The Sermon on the Mount demands that believers pray for those who persecute them and turn
the other cheek in the face of aggression. The Seven Mountain Mandate, however, is built on
the identification and displacement of enemies. Because the movement views societal spheres
as mountains to be conquered, those currently occupying those mountains are naturally viewed
as adversaries or even as spiritual strongholds of the demonic. The praxis of 7MM involves
spiritual mapping and strategic intercession designed to tear down these strongholds. When
this theological warfare is translated into political action, it results in a combative style of
governance that views the opposition not as fellow citizens with different views, but as
obstacles to the establishment of the kingdom.

By 2026, this combative posture has become the default mode for the administration’s most
prominent advocates. The goal is no longer to win the heart of the neighbor through sacrificial
love, but to win the mountain from the enemy through superior organization and executive
force. This shift represents a fundamental re-engineering of the Christian mission. The cross,
which symbolized the ultimate victory through apparent defeat and the refusal of worldly
power, is increasingly replaced by the mountain as the primary symbol of the faith. The 7MM
suggests that the way to save the world is to control it, while the Sermon on the Mount
suggests that the way to save the world is to lose oneself for the sake of the gospel. This section
argues that in the effort to reclaim the seven mountains, the movement has effectively
trampled the very ethical foundation that once defined the Christian witness.



4. The Architecture of Influence: Decoding the Seven Spheres of Society

The structural integrity of the Seven Mountain Mandate rests on the premise that society is not
a monolith but a collection of distinct, interconnected arenas of influence. In the 7MM
framework, these are not merely categories of human endeavor; they are strategic heights that
determine the direction of a nation’s soul. By 2026, the movement has moved beyond the
theoretical identification of these spheres to a phase of tactical deployment. The architecture is
designed to create a synergistic effect where a victory on one mountain—such as the
government—provides the leverage necessary to descend upon and capture the others. This
section deconstructs the seven mountains as they are understood and targeted in the current
political climate.

The Command Heights: Government and Military

The mountain of government is considered the most critical because it possesses the unique
power of the sword: the ability to legislate, tax, and coerce. In the worldview of 2026, this
mountain is no longer viewed through the lens of secular democratic pluralism but as the
primary seat of God’s delegated authority on earth. The goal is to move past the era of lobbying
for specific policies and into an era of personnel placement. This involves filling every level of
the federal and state bureaucracies with individuals who view their public service as a form of
religious ministry. Under the current administration, the Department of Justice and the
Department of Education have been repurposed as instruments for the mountain of
government to dictate terms to the mountains of family and education.

Closely associated with government is the mountain of the military, which represents the
physical security and force of the nation. In earlier iterations of 7MM, the military was often
subsumed under government, but in the post-2025 landscape, it has emerged as its own distinct
pillar. The elevation of figures who emphasize biblical warrior archetypes has transformed the
military mountain into a sphere of spiritual and cultural discipline. This mountain is not merely
about defense; it is about the projection of strength and the maintenance of order according to
what proponents call a biblical world order. The integration of high-level military leadership into
the 7MM network ensures that the hard power of the state is aligned with the soft power of the
movement’s theological goals.

The Cultural Engine: Media, Arts, and Entertainment

While government provides the rules, the mountains of media and arts/entertainment provide
the narrative. 7MM strategists have long argued that the church lost the culture because it
abandoned the silver screen and the newsroom to secular progressives. In 2026, the strategy
has shifted from boycotting "sinful" media to creating a robust, parallel media ecosystem that
competes for dominance. The mountain of media is viewed as the gatekeeper of truth;



therefore, controlling the narrative is equivalent to controlling the public’s perception of reality.
This is achieved through a combination of traditional broadcasting, aggressive social media
dominance, and the strategic use of alternative platforms that are immune to secular oversight.

The mountain of arts and entertainment is perhaps the most subtle yet pervasive. It
encompasses music, film, fashion, and sports—the very things that capture the imagination of
the youth. The 7MM approach to this mountain is not just about producing Christian content
but about infusing secular-style entertainment with dominionist values. This is visible in the rise
of high-production worship tours that mimic the scale and energy of rock concerts but serve as
political mobilization events. By occupying this mountain, the movement seeks to make its
worldview the aesthetic default for the next generation, ensuring that even those who do not
attend church are breathing in the atmosphere of the mandate.

The Generational Foundation: Education and Family

The mountains of education and family are the primary sites of social reproduction. The 7MM
framework recognizes that the capture of the government mountain is temporary if the
education mountain remains in the hands of the opposition. Consequently, 2026 has seen an
unprecedented push for the decentralization of public education in favor of church-based,
classical Christian academies and home-schooling cooperatives funded by state vouchers. The
goal is the total dismantling of secular curricula in favor of a worldview that integrates every
subject—from biology to history—into a biblical framework. This is the mountain of the long
game, where the leaders of 2040 and 2050 are currently being forged.

The family mountain is seen as the smallest but most fundamental unit of the kingdom. In 7MM
theology, the traditional patriarchal family is the blueprint for all other forms of authority. The
movement’s focus on this mountain involves legislating a specific, traditionalist view of marriage
and gender, which they believe is necessary to stabilize the nation. By protecting the mountain
of the family through legal and cultural means, the movement aims to create a self-sustaining
population of believers who are insulated from the "contagion" of secularism. In this sense, the
mountain of family provides the recruits for all the other mountains.

The Resource Base: Business and Religion

The mountain of business provides the fuel for the entire operation. This mountain is focused
on the "transfer of wealth" from the hands of the "wicked" to the hands of the "righteous." This
is not merely about personal prosperity but about the funding of the mandate’s institutional
goals. In 2026, this is manifested in networks of high-net-worth donors who coordinate their
giving to ensure that 7MM-aligned candidates and organizations are never wanting for
resources. The business mountain also involves the workplace apostolate—the idea that CEOs



and business owners should use their platforms to influence their employees and the broader
economy according to biblical principles.

Finally, the mountain of religion is paradoxically the one the movement seeks to transform the
most. 7MM proponents believe that the institutional church has been "asleep" and confined to
a "religious ghetto." The goal for this mountain is to move the church out of the sanctuary and
into the other six mountains. In 2026, the mountain of religion serves as the training ground
and command center for the "kings" and "priests" who will go out to occupy the rest of society.
The architecture of influence is thus a closed loop: the religion mountain provides the soldiers,
the business mountain provides the weapons, and the government mountain provides the
battlefield. Together, they form a comprehensive strategy for a post-pluralist America where
every facet of life is a reflection of the mandate.

5. The Vessel: Donald J. Trump and the Legitimatization of Apostolic Authority

In the architecture of the Seven Mountain Mandate, Donald J. Trump occupies a unique and
indispensable role that transcends traditional political categorization. He is rarely described by
7MM proponents as a conventional saint or a model of personal piety; instead, he is framed as a
chosen vessel or a modern-day King Cyrus. This theological designation, popularized by Lance
Wallnau and reinforced throughout the 2026 political cycle, provides a powerful shield against
moral criticism. By identifying Trump with the biblical Persian king who liberated the Jews
despite being an outsider to their faith, the movement has created a paradigm where the
president's perceived flaws are seen as the very "wrecking ball" attributes necessary to shatter
secular strongholds. In 2026, this narrative has reached a fever pitch, with spiritual advisors like
Paula White-Cain publicly drawing parallels between Trump’s political legal battles and the
sufferings of Christ, effectively sacralizing his persona for the MAGA-Evangelical base.

The Cyrus Anointing and Executive Impunity

The legitimization of Trump’s authority rests on the concept of an apostolic anointing that
bypasses traditional democratic norms. In the 7MM worldview, God uses strongmen to clear
the path for the kingdom, and Trump is viewed as the primary architect of this clearance. This
has significant implications for governance in 2026, as it provides a theological justification for
the consolidation of executive power. The movement views the purging of the federal
bureaucracy—often decried as the Deep State—not as a political maneuver, but as a spiritual
cleansing of the Government Mountain. When Trump replaces career civil servants with
loyalists or challenges the independence of the judiciary, 7MM advocates interpret these
actions as the rightful exercise of an anointed leader reclaiming territory from a corrupt, secular



elite. This theological "hall pass" allows for a level of executive impunity that would be
unthinkable under a more traditional religious framework.

2026 Midterms and the Institutionalization of the Vessel

As the 2026 midterm elections approach, Trump’s role as the movement's vessel has become
institutionalized through his alliance with the new leadership of Turning Point USA. His
appearance at the April 2026 Phoenix rally alongside Erika Kirk signaled a passing of the torch
and a deepening of the 7MM's grip on youth mobilization. At this event, the rhetoric shifted
from policy to "spiritual inheritance," with Trump being presented as the guarantor of a
Christian future. The administration’s aggressive use of the military and federal law enforcement
in 2025 and early 2026 is framed by the 7MM network as the "decisive action" of a leader who
understands the mandate to occupy. By positioning Trump as a prophet-king who operates
under a higher authority than the Constitution alone, the movement has successfully re-
engineered the American presidency into a vehicle for apostolic dominion.

6. Legislative Dominion: Speaker Mike Johnson and the Government Mountain

The mountain of government is often described by Seven Mountain Mandate theorists as the
most formidable peak to scale, as it holds the unique power to codify worldview into law. By
2026, the legislative branch of the United States has seen this theoretical capture become a
daily reality under the leadership of Speaker Mike Johnson. While previous generations of
Christian politicians sought to influence the law through the lens of traditional conservatism,
the current speakership represents a shift toward what critics call a legislative dominionism.
Johnson does not merely view his role as a secular administrator of House rules but as a
steward of a biblical foundation that he believes is the only legitimate source of American law.
This perspective effectively transforms the Speaker’s gavel into an instrument of the
Government Mountain, used to steer the nation toward a specific theological destination.

The Divine Appointment and the 2026 Legislative Agenda

Within the 7MM network, Johnson’s rise to power is frequently framed as a divine appointment
rather than a political accident. This narrative suggests that he was placed in his position to
provide the legal scaffolding for the broader movement’s goals. In early 2026, this was most
visible during the second annual National Gathering for Prayer and Repentance. Co-founded by
Johnson, this event served as a high-level summit where the language of the Seven Mountain
Mandate was openly utilized by members of Congress and religious leaders. During the
proceedings, Johnson identified the success and legitimacy of the United States as being tied
directly to its adherence to biblical principles. This framing moves the legislative process away
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from the pluralistic negotiation characteristic of the Sermon on the Mount and toward a model
of governance that views policy as a spiritual duty to occupy and rule.

The legislative agenda in 2026 has been marked by a focus on what Johnson describes as a
restoration of the nation’s godly heritage. As the United States prepares for its 250th
anniversary, the Speaker has utilized the milestone to push for a series of reforms aimed at re-
integrating faith into the public square. This includes the defense of religious expressions in
government offices and the promotion of legislative packages that prioritize traditional family
structures over secular social programs. From a 7MM perspective, these are not just political
victories; they are the successful reclaiming of territory on the Government Mountain. By using
the power of the gavel to prioritize these theological objectives, the speakership has become a
vital link in the chain of command that connects the executive vessel to the local activists
working in the other spheres of society.

The Conflict of Authority: Theology versus Constitutional Law

The primary critique of this legislative dominion is the perceived substitution of theology for
constitutional authority. Critics, including organizations like the Freedom From Religion
Foundation, argue that when the Speaker of the House uses his office to host unabashedly
sectarian gatherings, he crosses a critical line intended to protect the religious liberty of all
citizens. In the 2026 political climate, this tension is acute. The 7MM framework suggests that
true liberty is only found through submission to God’s laws, whereas the traditional American
constitutional framework is built on individual sovereignty regardless of faith. Johnson’s
legislative style often reflects the former, framing secular governance and progressive social
policies as sins or demonic attacks on the nation. This rhetoric serves to delegitimize political
opposition, treating the legislative process as a spiritual battlefield where the goal is the
expulsion of non-believing influences from the halls of power.

This approach to governance creates a stark contrast with the ethics found in the Sermon on the
Mount. While Jesus’s teaching emphasizes the importance of internal righteousness and the
rejection of outward displays of power to coerce others, the legislative dominion of 2026 relies
heavily on the coercive power of the state. The focus is on external compliance with a biblical
worldview rather than the voluntary transformation of the individual. In this sense, the
mountain of government under Johnson’s leadership represents a departure from the humble,
peripheral influence of the early church. It is an attempt to use the highest office in the
legislative branch to enforce a vision of the kingdom that is predicated on institutional control
and the displacement of those who do not share the movement's theological convictions.
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Legislative Partnerships and the 2026 Midterm Strategy

As the 2026 midterms approach, the Speaker has deepened his partnerships with the other
architects of the Seven Mountain Mandate, particularly the new leadership at Turning Point
USA. By aligning the legislative priorities of the House with the grassroots mobilization of Erika
Kirk’s network, the movement has created a powerful synergy between the Government and
Media mountains. This partnership ensures that legislative actions in Washington are
immediately translated into a narrative of spiritual victory for the base. The strategy is to move
past defensive politics and into an era of proactive legislation that aims to occupy every level of
the federal hierarchy. For proponents of the mandate, the goal of the 2026 elections is not
merely to maintain a majority, but to expand the reach of the Government Mountain so that it
might better support the reclamation of the Education and Family mountains through federal
law.

7. The Sword of the Spirit: Secretary Pete Hegseth and the Military Mountain

The mountain of the military represents the hard power of the state and the ultimate authority
of physical force. In the Seven Mountain Mandate framework, this sphere is not merely a
defensive necessity but a divine instrument intended to maintain order and protect the
advancement of the kingdom. By 2026, the appointment of Pete Hegseth as the Secretary of
Defense has signaled the most significant shift in military culture in the modern era. Hegseth, a
former combat veteran and media personality, has transitioned from being a vocal critic of
secularism in the ranks to the primary architect of a biblical military transformation. Under his
leadership, the Pentagon has moved away from the pluralistic and meritocratic ideals of the
previous decade toward a model that emphasizes the identity of the soldier as a biblical warrior.

The Purging of the Secular Ranks

A central tenet of the 7MM approach to the military mountain is the removal of perceived
spiritual and cultural obstacles. For Hegseth, this has manifested as an aggressive campaign to
dismantle diversity, equity, and inclusion initiatives, which he and other 7MM proponents
characterize as a form of cultural Marxism that weakens the nation’s spiritual resolve. In the
landscape of 2026, this has evolved into a broader effort to ensure that military leadership is
aligned with the movement’s theological goals. Hegseth has overseen a series of leadership
reshuffles aimed at elevating commanders who openly embrace a worldview of Christian
primacy. This is framed not as a political purge, but as a spiritual restoration of the sword of the
spirit, ensuring that those who wield the nation's lethal force do so under the umbrella of
apostolic authority.
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This transformation has also impacted the spiritual life of the troops. Hegseth has championed
the expansion of chaplaincy programs that prioritize evangelical and dominionist perspectives,
often at the expense of religious pluralism. In 2026, the Pentagon has hosted high-profile prayer
events and spiritual training sessions that utilize the language of the Seven Mountain Mandate,
encouraging service members to view their duty as an extension of God’s government on earth.
By reframing military service as a form of religious vocation, the administration has successfully
integrated the military mountain into the broader 7MM architecture, providing the physical
muscle necessary to support the movement’s political and cultural ambitions.

The Theology of the Sword versus the Peacemaker

The ethical friction between this militarized dominionism and the Sermon on the Mount is
profound. The Beatitudes specifically bless the peacemakers and those who refuse to return evil
for evil, proposing a kingdom that advances through sacrificial love rather than coercive force.
The Seven Mountain Mandate, however, views the military mountain as an essential tool for the
establishment of God'’s order. In this worldview, the sword is not an unfortunate necessity of a
fallen world, but a righteous instrument of divine justice. Hegseth frequently utilizes the
imagery of the crusader or the biblical king, arguing that strength and the willingness to use
force are the highest expressions of Christian duty in a hostile world.

This theology effectively replaces the cross with the sword as the primary symbol of Christian
engagement with the world. Where the Sermon on the Mount calls for the turning of the cheek
and the love of enemies, the 2026 military mountain emphasizes the identification and
neutralization of enemies as a spiritual mandate. Critics argue that this leads to a dangerous
sacralization of violence, where the state’s military actions are given a veneer of divine approval.
When the Department of Defense is viewed as a mountain to be reclaimed for the kingdom, the
restraint and humility of the Gospel are easily discarded in favor of a crusade for cultural and
geopolitical dominance.

Strategic Occupation and the 250th Anniversary

As the United States approaches its 250th anniversary, the military mountain under Hegseth’s
direction has become a central part of the national celebration. The administration has planned
a series of large-scale military displays that are explicitly linked to the theme of America’s godly
heritage. For 7MM proponents, these displays are a visible sign that the mountain has been
reclaimed. They represent the fusion of national identity, military might, and apostolic mission.
This strategic occupation of the military sphere ensures that the movement possesses not just
the legislative and media tools for change, but the ultimate authority of force, creating a post-
pluralist environment where the sword of the spirit is no longer a metaphor for scripture, but a
literal description of the state’s power.
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8. The New Vanguard: Erika Kirk and the Institutionalization of TPUSA Faith

The sudden transition of leadership within Turning Point USA following the assassination of
Charlie Kirk in September 2025 marked a pivotal moment for the youth-wing of the Seven
Mountain Mandate. While the organization was previously known for a brand of populist
conservatism that often prioritized secular libertarianism and economic policy, the ascension of
Erika Kirk has brought about a thorough theological restructuring. Under her leadership, the
organization has pivoted toward an explicit embrace of dominionist rhetoric, institutionalizing
the faith-based wing of the movement as its primary engine for cultural change. Erika Kirk does
not merely advocate for conservative values; she advocates for the occupation of the mountains
of Education, Religion, and Family by a generation she describes as biblical warriors. This shift
has transformed the largest youth mobilization network in the United States into a vanguard for
the New Apostolic Reformation's goals.

The Martyrdom of Charlie Kirk and the Call to Spiritual Arms

In the months following the 2025 assassination, the movement successfully reframed a political
tragedy into a spiritual catalyst. Erika Kirk has utilized the legacy of her late husband to issue a
call to spiritual arms, suggesting that the secular world's hostility requires a more aggressive,
faith-centered response. This has led to the rapid expansion of Turning Point Faith, which seeks
to bypass traditional denominational structures to create a networked body of believers who
view their political activism as an act of worship. By 2026, this wing of the organization has
established thousands of church-based chapters designed to train congregants in the tactics of
local government takeover. The rhetoric has moved away from the Sermon on the Mount'’s
emphasis on blessing those who persecute and toward a mandate to displace those who
currently hold authority on the mountains of influence.

Reclaiming the Education Mountain through TPUSA Faith

The most significant operational shift under Erika Kirk has been the aggressive targeting of the
Education mountain. Recognizing that the long-term success of the mandate depends on the
worldview of the next generation, Turning Point Faith has launched initiatives focused on school
board infiltration and the promotion of a specific, 7MM-aligned curriculum. By 2026, the
organization has moved beyond merely hosting campus rallies to actively funding and training
candidates for local educational offices across the country. These activists are taught that the
classroom is a battlefield where the secular "mountain" must be pulled down and replaced with
a biblical foundation. This strategy represents a departure from traditional Christian education,
which sought to provide a safe haven for believers; instead, it is an offensive maneuver intended
to capture the state’s educational apparatus for the kingdom.
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Make Heaven Crowded and the Aesthetics of Dominion

Erika Kirk’s signature initiative, Make Heaven Crowded, serves as the aesthetic and emotional
heart of the 2026 movement. While the title suggests a traditional evangelistic goal, the praxis
of the initiative is deeply rooted in the Seven Mountain Mandate. The campaign utilizes high-
production media, fashion, and influencer culture to make dominionism attractive to a younger
demographic. It frames the occupation of the seven mountains as the ultimate form of purpose
and "bold obedience." By merging the Arts and Entertainment mountain with the Religion
mountain, the vanguard has created a cultural loop where the pursuit of power is made to feel
like a spiritual revival. This section argues that through this institutionalization, the movement
has successfully traded the counter-cultural humility of the early church for a highly marketable
and institutionalized form of Christian supremacy, ensuring that the youth are not merely
followers of the faith, but administrators of the mandate.

9. Financial Apostles: The Ziklag Network and the Business Mountain

The Seven Mountain Mandate recognizes that the occupation of societal spheres requires more
than just prophetic decrees; it requires immense, liquid capital. In the movement’s architectural
framework, the mountain of business is the provider of resources, the engine of the economy,
and the primary site of what theorists call the Great Transfer of Wealth. By 2026, the movement
has moved past the traditional evangelical model of tithing to local congregations. Instead, it
has embraced a model of kingdom venture philanthropy, where high-net-worth individuals and
corporate leaders view their capital as a weapon for cultural conquest. The goal is to divest from
secular or "woke" institutions and reinvest in a parallel economy that sustains the other six
mountains.

The Theology of the Transfer of Wealth

At the heart of the business mountain is the belief that God is systematically moving the wealth
of the world into the hands of the righteous to facilitate the establishment of his kingdom. This
is not merely a variation of the prosperity gospel; it is a strategic economic doctrine. In 2026,
this is manifested in the rise of marketplace apostles—executives and entrepreneurs who view
their boardrooms as sanctuaries and their profit margins as providential indicators. These
leaders believe that by controlling the flow of capital, they can force compliance across the
mountains of media, education, and entertainment. Under the current administration, this has
been bolstered by a regulatory environment that favors faith-based businesses and facilitates
the redirection of federal funds toward religious initiatives through school vouchers and faith-
based social services.
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Ziklag: The Secretive Engine of Dominion

The most potent manifestation of the business mountain’s influence is the Ziklag network. An
invitation-only group of high-net-worth Christian families, Ziklag has emerged by 2026 as the
primary financier of the Seven Mountain Mandate. While the organization operates with a high
degree of discretion, its strategic footprint is visible in the funding of the Turning Point Faith
expansion and the legislative efforts spearheaded by Speaker Mike Johnson. Ziklag’s approach is
defined by micro-mountain targeting: identifying specific, high-leverage positions in local and
state governments and funding candidates who are committed to the 7MM framework. By
focusing on low-turnout school board and judicial elections, the network has achieved a high
rate of return on its political investments, effectively capturing the educational and legal
infrastructure of entire regions.

This financial strategy creates a feedback loop that reinforces the movement’s power. Wealthy
donors fund the training of activists through organizations like TPUSA; those activists then
secure positions on the mountains of government and education; and once in power, they enact
policies that protect and grow the wealth of the donor class. This synergy ensures that the 7MM
is not a temporary political trend but a self-sustaining institutional reality. In the 2026
landscape, the Ziklag network represents the invisible hand of dominion, proving that the
capture of the other mountains is impossible without a firm grip on the mountain of business.

Kingdom Capital versus the Treasure in Heaven

The ethics of the business mountain stand in stark contrast to the economic teachings found in
the Sermon on the Mount. Jesus’s discourse begins with a blessing for the poor in spirit and
continues with a stern warning against the accumulation of earthly treasures where moth and
rust destroy. The Sermon on the Mount identifies Mammon as a rival deity, suggesting that one
cannot serve both God and money. It promotes an ethic of radical generosity, debt forgiveness,
and a reliance on divine providence rather than hoarded wealth. The Seven Mountain Mandate,
however, rebrands the accumulation of wealth as a spiritual virtue and a prerequisite for divine
service.

In the current dominionist praxis, money is not viewed as a potential idol to be feared but as a
tool to be mastered. The pursuit of the business mountain requires a focus on profitability,
market share, and institutional power—values that are difficult to reconcile with the Beatitudes’
call to a simple, unencumbered life. By 2026, the movement has effectively canonized the
Christian billionaire as a new kind of apostle. This section argues that in the process of
reclaiming the business mountain, the movement has increasingly adopted the values of the
very Babylon it claims to be invading. The result is a version of Christianity that looks less like
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the impoverished, peripheral community of the early church and more like a global financial
conglomerate dedicated to the acquisition of cultural and political territory.

10. Subverting the Gospel: How 7MM Reinterprets Christian Victory

The central subversion of the Seven Mountain Mandate lies in its radical redefinition of what it
means for the Christian faith to be victorious. Traditionally, the Christian narrative of victory is
rooted in the paradox of the crucifixion—the idea that ultimate triumph is achieved through
sacrificial love, suffering, and the refusal of worldly power. This is the theology of the cross,
which posits that God’s strength is made perfect in human weakness. However, by 2026, the
7MM has effectively replaced this with a theology of the throne. In this framework, victory is
not found in the faithful endurance of the margins but in the systemic capture of the center. The
movement suggests that the church is only truly successful when it occupies the highest
positions of societal influence. This shift represents a fundamental departure from the gospel as
presented in the Sermon on the Mount, moving away from a kingdom that is not of this world
toward one that is defined by its ability to dominate it.

The Transfiguration of Victory: From Suffering Servant to Conquering King

In the 2026 religious climate, the image of Jesus as the suffering servant has been largely
eclipsed by the image of the conquering king who delegates his authority to his followers to rule
the earth. 7MM proponents argue that the Great Commission is not merely a call to make
disciples but a mandate to take dominion. This reinterpretation changes the goal of the
Christian life from Christ-likeness—characterized by the humility and mercy of the Beatitudes—
to institutional competency. Success is measured by the number of 7MM-aligned judges
appointed, the percentage of school boards flipped, and the degree of influence exerted over
the executive branch. This transfiguration of victory justifies the use of hard power, political
maneuvering, and aggressive rhetoric as spiritual necessities. When the goal is the occupation
of the mountain, the gentle methods of the Sermon on the Mount are viewed as insufficient for
the task at hand.

This redefinition is particularly visible in the way the movement handles political loss or setback.
Following the 2025 assassination of Charlie Kirk, the 7MM network did not respond with the
traditional Christian emphasis on forgiveness or the renunciation of vengeance. Instead, under
the leadership of Erika Kirk and with the backing of Secretary Pete Hegseth, the event was used
to justify a more militant posture. Victory was defined as the total displacement of the secular
ideologies perceived to have fostered such violence. The gospel of peace was replaced by a
gospel of retribution and reclamation. This illustrates a profound shift: the victory of the
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believer is no longer found in the internal peace that surpasses understanding, but in the
external victory that secures the mountain.

Spiritual Warfare as Institutional Displacement

A key mechanism in this subversion is the expansion of the concept of spiritual warfare. In
traditional theology, spiritual warfare is an internal struggle against sin or a cosmic battle against
evil forces, often fought through prayer, fasting, and service. In the 7MM praxis of 2026,
spiritual warfare has been politicized and externalized. It is now understood as the process of
identifying and removing secular or "demonic" influences from the seven spheres of society.
This gives religious sanction to political purges and the delegitimization of opposition. If a
political opponent is occupying a "mountain" that belongs to God, then their removal is not just
a civic goal but a spiritual duty.

This approach effectively turns the halls of government and the boardrooms of corporations
into battlefields. The legislative dominion of Speaker Mike Johnson is framed by 7MM advocates
as a series of successful "sorties" into enemy territory. When policy is viewed through the lens
of spiritual warfare, there is no room for the compromise or pluralistic tolerance that the
Sermon on the Mount suggests when it calls for the love of enemies. Instead, the enemy must
be displaced so that the "righteous" may rule. By framing institutional displacement as spiritual
victory, the movement provides a theological justification for the erosion of democratic norms,
suggesting that the kingdom’s advancement is more important than the maintenance of a
secular social contract.

The Death of the Beatitudes in the Age of Occupation

The ultimate casualty of this reinterpretation is the ethical core of the Beatitudes. The Seven
Mountain Mandate creates a hierarchy of virtues where boldness, strategic thinking, and the
accumulation of influence sit at the top, while the meekness and poverty of spirit praised by
Jesus are relegated to the bottom. In the quest for the mountains, the "blessed" are no longer
those who mourn or those who are persecuted for righteousness' sake; the blessed are those
who win. This creates a version of Christianity that is increasingly indistinguishable from the
secular pursuit of power, save for the religious language used to describe it.

By 2026, the movement has established a "new beatitude": blessed are the influential, for they
shall occupy the heights. This section argues that in its attempt to save the culture by controlling
its institutions, the 7MM has lost the very essence of the gospel it seeks to protect. The
subversion is complete when the church believes that it must become like the world—in its
methods, its thirst for power, and its reliance on coercion—in order to change the world. The
result is a Christianity that has gained the mountains but is in danger of losing its soul, trading
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the radical, transformative power of the Sermon on the Mount for the temporary and fragile
power of the state.

11. Global Implications: The Export of American Dominionism

While the Seven Mountain Mandate is often analyzed as a domestic phenomenon, its architects
have always viewed the United States as the primary laboratory for a global apostolic
revolution. By 2026, the movement has matured into a sophisticated export, utilizing the
network apostolic leadership model to diffuse dominionist theology across the Global South and
into Europe. This expansion is not merely a byproduct of religious globalization but a deliberate
strategic effort to create a transnational coalition of "Christian nations" that operate under the
same seven-sphere framework. The movement’s portability lies in its simplicity; the mandate
provides a universal blueprint for cultural reclamation that can be adapted to any national
context where there is a perceived vacuum of moral or political authority.

The Networked Diffusion: From Washington to the Global South

The global growth of the Seven Mountain Mandate in 2026 is driven by horizontal connectors—
apostles and prophets who function as trans-border conveners. Unlike traditional missions,
which focused on the establishment of local churches, this new missionary impulse is focused
on the establishment of apostolic networks. These networks, such as the Apostolic Restoration
Movement, serve as conduits for the 7MM to "widen" into new territories like Zambia,
Guatemala, and Venezuela. In these regions, the mandate is contextualized as a tool for national
renewal and a defense against what local leaders characterize as Western secular imperialism.
By aligning the 7MM with existing nationalist and anti-globalist sentiments, the movement has
successfully embedded itself in the political infrastructure of multiple nations.

In Africa, figures like the South African pastor Joshua Mhlakela have become prominent voices
for a localized version of dominionism. Following the political shifts in the United States in 2025,
Mhlakela and others have pointed to the American model as evidence of a "global shift" in
spiritual authority. The movement in these regions often focuses heavily on the government
and business mountains, advocating for the placement of "righteous" leaders in positions of
economic and political power to facilitate the transfer of wealth to the church. This global
network ensures that a victory for the Seven Mountain Mandate in Washington is interpreted as
a prophetic signal for similar takeovers in Pretoria, Brasilia, and beyond.

Institutional Alliances and the 2026 International Tour

The institutionalization of these global ties has been significantly accelerated by the leadership
of Erika Kirk and the expansion of Turning Point USA’s international reach. In April 2026, the
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Make Heaven Crowded tour featured prominent international voices like Millicent Sedra, a
pastor from Echo Church Australia, who spoke on the necessity of a global "bold obedience" to
reclaim the spheres of influence. These events serve as both mobilization efforts and
networking hubs, connecting American activists with their counterparts in the Pacific, Europe,
and Latin America. The 2026 strategy involves the creation of a "Mountain Coalition"—a formal
partnership between 7MM-aligned leaders in different countries to coordinate policy and
spiritual strategy on a global scale.

This international expansion also intersects with the geopolitical shifts of 2025 and 2026. Within
the BRICS+ context, particularly following the 2025 summit in Rio de Janeiro, some religious
leaders have begun to frame American Christian Nationalism and the Seven Mountain Mandate
as a potential "alternative" to the secular liberal order led by the UN. This has created a strange
synergy where a movement rooted in American exceptionalism is being adopted by foreign
leaders as a mechanism for their own nationalist agendas. By providing a "biblical" justification
for authoritarian governance and the suppression of secular dissent, the 7MM has become a
preferred tool for a new generation of global strongmen who seek to consolidate power under a
veneer of religious legitimacy.

The Theological Colonization of the Global Church

The export of American dominionism also represents a form of theological colonization. By
2026, the unique ethical demands of the Sermon on the Mount are increasingly being
supplanted in the Global South by the success-oriented logic of the Seven Mountain Mandate.
The emphasis on the "mountain of the Lord" being established on top of all other mountains is
used to justify the pursuit of institutional dominance over the traditional Christian virtues of
humility and service to the poor. As American resources—facilitated by networks like Ziklag—
flow into international apostolic coalitions, the global church is being incentivized to adopt a

dominionist praxis.

The result is a global religious landscape that is increasingly polarized along the lines of the
Seven Mountain Mandate. Traditional denominations and those who adhere to the
peacemaking ethics of the Beatitudes often find themselves marginalized as "weak" or "out of
step" with the current prophetic season. This section concludes that the 7MM is no longer just
an American political strategy but a global movement that aims to re-engineer the identity of
the worldwide church. In doing so, it exports a version of Christianity that is more concerned
with the occupation of the seven mountains than with the radical, boundary-crossing love of
the neighbor that once characterized the faith’s global witness. This globalized dominionism
poses a significant challenge to both democratic pluralism and the traditional Christian mission
in a post-2025 world.
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12. Conclusion: The Future of Faith and Democracy in a Post-Pluralist America

As the United States moves further into 2026, the Seven Mountain Mandate has successfully
transitioned from a fringe theological framework into the dominant operating system for
American governance. The evidence gathered across the spheres of government, military,
media, and education suggests that this is not a temporary political alighment but a profound
re-engineering of the American social contract. By prioritizing the strategic occupation of these
mountains, the movement has effectively replaced the democratic ideal of a marketplace of
ideas with a theological hierarchy of institutional control. The vision of a pluralistic society,
where diverse faiths and worldviews negotiate a common good through compromise, has been
discarded in favor of a post-pluralist state where authority is derived from an apostolic anointing
rather than a secular consensus.

The Final Tally: Dominion versus Devotion

The central argument of this paper has been that the pursuit of the Seven Mountain Mandate
represents a fundamental subversion of the ethics found in the Sermon on the Mount.
Throughout 2025 and 2026, we have witnessed a version of Christianity that has gained the
world at the cost of its original witness. The Beatitudes, which offer a roadmap for living in the
margins through humility and mercy, have been trampled by a praxis that views the margins as
territory to be abandoned and the center as a summit to be conquered. When the church views
itself as a governing council intended to rule the seven mountains, it inevitably adopts the
methods of the empire it once sought to transform. This has resulted in a faith that relies on the
coercive power of the state, the exclusionary tactics of the legislative process, and the lethal
authority of the military mountain to enforce its vision of righteousness.

The theological cost of this victory is a loss of the radical, counter-cultural identity that defined
the early church. By identifying the kingdom of God with the success of a specific political
administration and its leaders—namely Donald J. Trump, Mike Johnson, and Pete Hegseth—the
movement has anchored the eternal truths of the faith to the shifting sands of political fortune.
In doing so, it has created a religion of the sword and the throne, where the cross is no longer a
symbol of sacrificial love but a banner for cultural crusade. The redirection of the youth
vanguard under Erika Kirk ensures that this transformation will have a lasting generational
impact, as the next generation of believers is trained to see their faith not as a call to service,
but as a mandate for supremacy.

The Crisis of Democracy in a Post-Pluralist State

The political implications of the 7MM’s success are equally dire for the future of American
democracy. A system built on the separation of powers and the protection of minority rights
cannot easily survive a governing philosophy that views political opposition as a spiritual
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stronghold to be demolished. As the mountain of government continues to dictate terms to the
mountains of education and family, the institutional safeguards intended to prevent the tyranny
of the majority are being systematically eroded. The use of federal power to fund religious
education and the sacralization of executive authority have created a landscape where dissent is
framed as a rebellion against God rather than a healthy component of a democratic republic.

In this post-pluralist America, the future of faith and democracy is one of increasing polarization
and institutional fragmentation. As the Seven Mountain Mandate moves to secure its grip on
the remaining mountains, those who do not share this dominionist vision find themselves
essentially disenfranchised within their own nation. The movement’s focus on the transfer of
wealth and the occupation of the media mountain ensures that it possesses the resources to
maintain this hegemony for the foreseeable future. However, the stability of this new order is
predicated on the continued success of its "vessels" and the suppression of competing
narratives. If the history of such movements is any indication, the reliance on top-down power
often leads to a hollowed-out faith and a fragile state that eventually collapses under the weight
of its own exclusionary demands.

The Theological Remnant: A Return to the Mount?

The only check on this trajectory may come from a theological remnant that refuses to trade
the Sermon on the Mount for the Seven Mountain Mandate. Even within the height of the
current dominionist surge in 2026, there are voices calling for a return to the "way of the Lamb"
rather than the "way of the lion." These voices argue that the true power of the church is found
not in its occupation of the heights, but in its presence in the valleys—serving the poor,
mourning with the broken, and working for a peace that is not secured through the sword of
Secretary Hegseth or the gavel of Speaker Johnson. Whether this remnant can regain its voice in
an era of institutionalized Christian nationalism remains the most significant question for the
future of the faith.

In conclusion, the Seven Mountain Mandate has successfully rewritten the rules of American
engagement, but in doing so, it has created a profound ethical crisis. By trampling the Sermon
on the Mount in the name of God, the movement has achieved a form of power that Jesus of
Nazareth specifically rejected in his own temptations in the wilderness. As we look toward the
250th anniversary of the United States and the subsequent election cycles, the nation stands at
a crossroads. It must decide whether it wishes to remain a pluralistic republic or become a
kingdom of the seven mountains. For the Christian community, the choice is even more stark: to
follow a path of dominion that leads to the throne, or to return to the path of the mount that
leads to the cross. The future of both faith and democracy in America depends on which
mountain we ultimately choose to climb.
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