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On the one-year anniversary of the October 7 attack on Israel, former U.S. 
President Donald Trump made a symbolic visit to the gravesite of Rabbi 
Menachem Mendel Schneerson, known as the Rebbe, in Queens, New York. 
Schneerson, the late leader of the Chabad-Lubavitch movement, is viewed by 
many of his followers as a potential Messiah. This visit, coming at a moment of 
heightened tension in the Middle East, highlights Trump’s continued engagement 
with Orthodox Jewish communities and his strategic use of religious imagery in 
the political arena. By aligning himself with a revered spiritual figure, Trump taps 
into deep religious and emotional currents, reinforcing his ties to a key voter 
base. This gesture, while not an official campaign stop, evokes questions about 
the intersection of faith and politics and the use of messianic symbolism to garner 
support. The visit resonates with both Jewish and Christian communities, shaping 
perceptions of Trump as a leader with spiritual and political significance. 
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1. Introduction 

Context of the Visit 

On the one-year anniversary of the October 7 attack on Israel, former U.S. 
President Donald Trump made a highly symbolic visit to the gravesite of Rabbi 
Menachem Mendel Schneerson, known as the Rebbe, in Queens, New York. The 
gravesite, called the Ohel, is a pilgrimage site for followers of the Chabad-
Lubavitch movement, who regard the Rebbe as a transformative spiritual leader. 
This visit took place during a time of heightened emotions surrounding Israel's 
ongoing conflict with Hamas, adding a layer of political and spiritual meaning to 
the occasion. 

Trump’s visit was not an official campaign stop, but it attracted significant 
attention due to its timing and the high-profile figures who accompanied him. 
Among his entourage were prominent supporters, a Holocaust survivor, and the 
family of a hostage held by Hamas in Gaza. The former president did not make a 
public speech at the Ohel, but the presence of heavy security and the restricted 
access to a typically open gravesite indicated the significance of the visit. Trump 
has long enjoyed support from Orthodox Jewish communities, especially Chabad, 
due to his policies favorable to Israel during his presidency, and this visit was seen 
as reinforcing that bond. 

Initial Symbolism 

The Rebbe is a revered figure in the Chabad movement and beyond, and for many 
of his followers, he was seen as a potential Messiah, a concept rooted in Jewish 
eschatology. The Jewish Messiah is expected to be a leader who will bring 
redemption to the Jewish people, gathering them in the Land of Israel, rebuilding 
the Holy Temple, and ushering in an era of global peace. While Rabbi Schneerson 
never publicly claimed to be the Messiah, some of his followers believe that he 
was, and continue to venerate him as such, even after his death in 1994. 

The Rebbe’s messianic legacy is tied to the belief that he could be the Moshiach 
(the Messiah) who would lead the Jewish people to their ultimate redemption. 
Although Schneerson passed away without fulfilling the messianic prophecies, 
many followers hold that he will return to complete the task. The Ohel, where he 
is buried, has since become a sacred site of prayer and reflection, attracting 



hundreds of thousands of visitors each year who believe the Rebbe’s influence 
transcends his physical death. 

Headline Interpretation 

The headline, “Trump Visits Grave of Dead 'Messiah’”, encapsulates the layered 
symbolism of the event. On the surface, it suggests a simple political gesture by 
Trump to strengthen ties with the Orthodox Jewish community. However, the 
provocative choice of words—referring to Rabbi Schneerson as a “dead 
Messiah”—hints at the deeper religious and psychological implications of the 
visit. The phrase "dead Messiah" reflects the belief held by some of the Rebbe’s 
followers that, despite his passing, his messianic role remains unfulfilled, and he 
will return to complete it. 

By visiting the Rebbe’s gravesite, Trump is tapping into this charged religious and 
spiritual narrative, creating a powerful visual alignment with a figure some regard 
as central to Jewish redemption. The timing of the visit, on the anniversary of a 
devastating attack on Israel, only heightens the emotional resonance of the event. 
From a psychological perspective, Trump’s visit can be seen as a deliberate move 
to evoke strong religious and political associations among his supporters, subtly 
positioning himself as a figure aligned with divine purpose or at least with a 
prophetic vision for Israel. 

In sum, the headline frames Trump’s visit as more than a symbolic gesture—it 
suggests a calculated move laden with messianic, spiritual, and political 
undertones that could resonate deeply with certain constituencies. Through this 
provocative framing, the article will explore how Trump's actions intersect with 
the enduring influence of Rabbi Schneerson and the religious-political landscape 
of Orthodox Judaism, particularly in the context of Chabad’s messianic fervor. 

 

2. The Rebbe: Messiah for Some 

Background on Rabbi Schneerson 

Rabbi Menachem Mendel Schneerson, widely known as the Rebbe, was born in 
1902 in Nikolaev, Ukraine, and went on to become one of the most influential 
Jewish leaders of the 20th century. He was the seventh leader of the Chabad-



Lubavitch movement, a Hasidic sect that originated in the 18th century and 
emphasizes the importance of outreach, spirituality, and deep study of Jewish 
mysticism (Kabbalah) alongside traditional Jewish law (Halacha). 

Schneerson assumed leadership of Chabad-Lubavitch in 1950, after the death of 
his father-in-law, Rabbi Yosef Yitzchak Schneersohn. Under his leadership, the 
Chabad movement grew from a small, relatively insular Hasidic sect into a global 
network. The Rebbe spearheaded the establishment of Chabad houses around 
the world, sending emissaries (shluchim) to Jewish communities in every corner 
of the globe, from New York to remote regions where Jews had little organized 
religious presence. This network has become a critical resource for Jewish 
travelers and unaffiliated Jews seeking connection to their faith. 

The Rebbe’s teachings and leadership were a blend of traditional Hasidic 
mysticism and a modern, outreach-focused approach to Judaism. His ability to 
connect religious concepts with contemporary life made him a compelling figure 
for Jews across a broad spectrum of religious observance. Through his many 
public talks, personal interactions, and a massive correspondence network, Rabbi 
Schneerson became known for his intellectual depth, spiritual leadership, and 
charismatic personality. Many saw him not only as a brilliant scholar and devoted 
leader but as a figure with an extraordinary connection to the divine. 

Messianic Beliefs 

The Rebbe’s messianic potential became a central aspect of his legacy, 
particularly in the later years of his life. In Jewish tradition, the concept of the 
Messiah (Moshiach) refers to a future Jewish leader, descended from the line of 
King David, who will bring redemption to the Jewish people. The Messiah is 
expected to accomplish several key tasks: gather the exiles back to the Land of 
Israel, restore Jewish sovereignty, rebuild the Holy Temple in Jerusalem, and 
usher in an era of global peace and divine recognition. 

Rabbi Schneerson's teachings on the coming of the Messiah were prominent 
throughout his leadership, but his messages about the imminence of redemption 
grew more intense in the late 1980s and early 1990s. He frequently spoke of the 
need for Jews to be prepared for the arrival of the Messiah and to increase their 
observance of mitzvot (commandments) to hasten this event. The Rebbe 
repeatedly stressed that the world was on the brink of messianic redemption, and 



he often called upon Jews to engage in acts of kindness and Torah study to bring 
the redemption closer. 

Many of Schneerson’s followers believed, and some still believe, that he himself 
was the Messiah. This belief was based on a combination of his intense focus on 
messianic themes, his extraordinary spiritual charisma, and his ability to inspire a 
global Jewish revival. His followers pointed to his global influence, his perceived 
ability to work miracles, and his visionary leadership as evidence that he could be 
the Moshiach. They saw him as the leader who would unite all Jews, restore 
Israel’s spiritual stature, and bring peace to the world. 

However, in 1994, the Rebbe passed away without having publicly declared 
himself the Messiah or fulfilling the expected messianic prophecies. For some 
followers, this created a theological dilemma, but many continued to believe that 
Schneerson was indeed the Messiah and that his passing was part of a greater 
divine plan. They maintain that the Rebbe will return to complete his messianic 
mission, drawing parallels to the idea of resurrection and return that exists in 
some streams of Jewish thought. This belief persists among certain factions of the 
Chabad movement, who continue to pray for his return and refer to him as the 
living Moshiach. 

The Rebbe’s Legacy 

After Rabbi Schneerson’s passing, the Ohel, his burial site in Queens, New York, 
became a pilgrimage destination for his followers and many others seeking 
spiritual connection. The Ohel is more than a gravesite; it is viewed as a sacred 
place where prayers are believed to reach God more directly through the 
intercession of the Rebbe. Visitors to the Ohel typically leave written notes, 
known as kvitlach, containing personal prayers or requests for divine intervention. 
The atmosphere at the site is often one of deep reflection and reverence, as those 
who come believe they are in the presence of the Rebbe’s enduring spiritual 
power. 

Chabad Hasidim believe that the Rebbe's soul, although no longer in the physical 
world, remains highly connected to their lives, influencing and guiding them. The 
practice of visiting the Ohel is seen as a way to strengthen this connection. In the 
years since the Rebbe’s passing, the Ohel has become one of the most visited 
Jewish pilgrimage sites in the world, attracting hundreds of thousands of visitors 



annually, including Jews from many different backgrounds, not just Chabad 
adherents. 

The spiritual significance of the Ohel extends beyond individual prayer. Many 
Chabad leaders continue to visit the site before making important decisions, 
seeking the Rebbe’s guidance and blessing. Politicians, religious leaders, and 
laypeople alike consider a visit to the Ohel as a moment of deep spiritual 
importance, often seen as a way to receive divine wisdom or protection through 
the Rebbe’s intercession. 

This enduring legacy of the Rebbe’s spiritual leadership is one of the key reasons 
why the Chabad movement remains a powerful force in Jewish life globally. The 
belief in his continued presence, coupled with the belief by some in his messianic 
role, gives the Rebbe a lasting influence that shapes the movement’s activities 
and philosophy. 

The visit by Donald Trump to this site, especially given the context of the 
anniversary of the October 7 attack on Israel, taps into this potent spiritual and 
emotional wellspring. For many Chabad followers and others who revere the 
Rebbe, Trump’s visit can be seen as a gesture of respect toward a spiritual leader 
whose influence extends far beyond his lifetime, while for others, it could signal a 
political maneuver that uses religious symbolism for broader influence. 

 

3. Trump’s Strategic Symbolism 

Political Timing 

Donald Trump's visit to the gravesite of Rabbi Menachem Mendel Schneerson on 
the one-year anniversary of the October 7 attack on Israel carries deep political 
and symbolic significance. This visit came at a moment when tensions in the 
Middle East, particularly between Israel and Hamas, were at a high point, making 
the trip both a gesture of solidarity and a politically calculated move. Given 
Trump’s longstanding support for Israel during his presidency, including his 
decision to recognize Jerusalem as Israel’s capital, move the U.S. embassy there, 
and endorse the Abraham Accords, his presence at the Rebbe’s gravesite 
underscores his commitment to both Israel and its supporters. 



The timing of the visit on the anniversary of an attack that shook Israel 
emotionally and politically serves to reinforce Trump’s image as a staunch 
defender of the Jewish state. The October 7 attack was a traumatic event for 
Israel, reigniting fears of terrorism and ongoing conflict with Hamas. By making 
this visit at such a critical moment, Trump signals his continued alignment with 
Israel’s security and well-being, a message that will resonate with pro-Israel 
voters, especially those in the U.S. who see Israel’s safety as a top priority. 

Politically, the visit can also be seen as a way for Trump to keep himself relevant 
in conversations about foreign policy and Middle Eastern geopolitics. Despite not 
being in office, his presence at such a significant site, especially one imbued with 
deep religious importance, allows him to remain visible as a leader who 
champions the causes of Israel and Judaism. By doing so, he positions himself not 
just as a former president, but as a figure still engaged in global issues, 
particularly those concerning Jewish communities and the State of Israel. 

Orthodox Jewish Support 

Trump has long enjoyed significant support from Orthodox Jews, particularly due 
to his strong pro-Israel policies during his administration. Orthodox Jewish 
communities, especially those aligned with Chabad, have been some of Trump’s 
most vocal supporters. His visit to the Rebbe’s grave further cements this 
relationship, as it demonstrates respect for one of the most revered figures in 
contemporary Jewish history and an acknowledgment of the spiritual and cultural 
significance the Rebbe holds for these communities. 

Orthodox Jews, who often prioritize issues related to Israel’s security, religious 
freedom, and traditional values, were among the most loyal segments of the 
Jewish electorate during Trump’s presidency. In the 2020 election, Trump 
received a substantial portion of the Orthodox Jewish vote, especially in 
communities such as Borough Park and Crown Heights in New York, where 
Chabad influence is strong. This visit can be interpreted as a calculated gesture to 
maintain and potentially expand that base of support, particularly as Trump 
continues his political activities leading up to future elections. 

Chabad-Lubavitch is known for its outreach efforts to all Jews, but the movement 
holds particular sway in Orthodox Jewish circles. Visiting the Ohel, a sacred site 
for Chabad, Trump reaffirms his alignment with this influential religious group. 



For many in the Orthodox community, the Rebbe is not only a religious leader but 
a symbol of Jewish survival, strength, and spiritual guidance. Trump’s recognition 
of the Rebbe’s importance through this visit sends a clear message that he 
respects and supports the values and concerns of Orthodox Jews. 

Additionally, Trump’s visit was attended by key figures in the Jewish community, 
including a Holocaust survivor and the family of a hostage held by Hamas. These 
carefully chosen attendees highlight the personal and communal traumas that 
resonate deeply within Orthodox Jewish communities, emphasizing Trump’s 
connection to their emotional and political concerns. By surrounding himself with 
these symbolic figures, Trump taps into the narrative of Jewish suffering, 
resilience, and the ongoing fight for safety, which are central themes for 
Orthodox Jews. 

Ritual and Emotion 

The ritualistic nature of Trump’s visit to the Rebbe’s resting place carries 
significant emotional weight. The Ohel is not just a gravesite; it is considered a 
sacred space where the Rebbe’s spiritual presence remains palpable. Followers of 
Rabbi Schneerson believe that visiting the Ohel allows for a direct spiritual 
connection, where prayers and personal requests are heard through the Rebbe’s 
intercession. The act of leaving written notes, or kvitlach, with prayers and hopes 
is a long-standing tradition at the Ohel, emphasizing the belief that the Rebbe 
continues to have influence even after his death. 

Trump’s participation in this ritual, although not fully detailed in public, likely 
involved many of the same practices that ordinary visitors engage in when visiting 
the Ohel. The symbolism of a former U.S. president coming to this sacred place 
underscores the deep emotional and spiritual significance the Rebbe holds for 
many Jews. The visit taps into the reverence and devotion followers feel for the 
Rebbe, making it an emotionally charged gesture. For Chabad followers, it’s not 
just a political visit, but an acknowledgment of the Rebbe’s continued spiritual 
importance. 

Moreover, the ritual itself creates a moment of shared emotion and meaning. 
Those present at the gravesite, as well as the broader community who learned of 
Trump’s visit, would see it as a powerful acknowledgment of the spiritual and 
emotional bond they have with the Rebbe. The Rebbe’s legacy is one of hope, 



strength, and Jewish unity, and Trump’s decision to visit this sacred space taps 
into these themes, evoking strong feelings of connection, loyalty, and shared 
purpose. 

In many ways, the visit becomes more than just a political move; it is a 
participation in a religious ritual that holds deep personal significance for many 
Jews, especially Chabad adherents. The emotional resonance of this act is 
amplified by the ongoing trauma Israel faces, particularly in light of the recent 
conflicts with Hamas. For Trump’s supporters, the visit is not just a respectful 
homage to a religious leader, but a statement of solidarity with the Jewish people 
and their spiritual and emotional struggles. 

Conclusion of Strategic Symbolism 

Through careful timing, strong political messaging, and an engagement with deep 
religious symbolism, Trump’s visit to the Rebbe’s grave becomes a strategic act 
that taps into the emotions, beliefs, and loyalties of his Orthodox Jewish 
supporters. By aligning himself with a revered religious figure like the Rebbe, 
Trump not only reinforces his political base but also participates in a ritual that 
resonates on a spiritual and emotional level. This fusion of politics, religion, and 
ritualistic practice highlights how the visit was designed to evoke loyalty and 
strengthen ties with an influential constituency. 

 

4. The Messianic Theme in Politics 

Messianic Rhetoric 

Throughout history, political leaders have frequently been cast in messianic or 
quasi-messianic roles, particularly during times of crisis or when a leader is seen 
as embodying hope for redemption, salvation, or renewal. This pattern emerges 
across different cultures and religions, where rulers or politicians are often 
elevated beyond their political function to assume a divine or prophetic stature. 
These figures are sometimes seen as agents of fate, destined to bring about 
significant change or deliver their people from turmoil. Such rhetoric not only 
elevates the individual leader but also strengthens their support base by invoking 
powerful religious and emotional themes that resonate deeply with a 
population’s spiritual and historical consciousness. 



In Jewish tradition, the concept of the Messiah (Moshiach) carries profound 
significance. The Messiah is envisioned as a future Jewish leader from the line of 
King David who will restore the Jewish people to their homeland, rebuild the 
Temple in Jerusalem, and usher in an era of universal peace. While this concept is 
traditionally theological, certain political figures, especially those who play a 
significant role in advancing Jewish causes or supporting Israel, can find 
themselves imbued with messianic-like qualities in the eyes of their followers. 

Trump’s visit to the gravesite of Rabbi Menachem Mendel Schneerson, who many 
of his followers believed to be the Messiah, can be viewed within the context of 
this larger tradition of messianic rhetoric in politics. Although Trump himself has 
not claimed to be a messianic figure, the alignment of his political actions with 
messianic symbolism taps into a powerful current of religious belief. For some, 
the act of visiting the Rebbe’s grave—an individual seen as a potential Messiah—
might evoke associations between Trump and the redemptive hopes traditionally 
associated with the Rebbe. 

Moreover, Trump’s presidency has long been framed by his most ardent 
supporters as a divine intervention. In both Jewish and evangelical Christian 
circles, his decisions regarding Israel—especially the recognition of Jerusalem as 
Israel’s capital and the moving of the U.S. embassy there—were seen as fulfilling 
biblical prophecies related to the End Times. Many evangelical Christians, in 
particular, believe that Trump was chosen by God to play a crucial role in 
advancing the prophetic timeline, aligning him with messianic expectations in a 
broader Christian context. 

The act of visiting a figure who is seen by some as a messianic figure further aligns 
Trump with this larger tradition of casting political leaders in quasi-messianic 
roles. The symbolism of standing at the Rebbe’s gravesite, particularly at a time of 
crisis for Israel, reinforces the notion that Trump remains a pivotal figure in the 
unfolding of both political and religious events. 

Trump and Divine Leadership 

Over the course of Trump’s political career, certain groups, particularly in religious 
circles, have portrayed him as a "divinely chosen" leader. This belief is rooted in 
the perception that Trump’s rise to power and his presidency were not simply 
political phenomena but were guided by divine intervention. His policies, 



particularly those related to Israel and religious freedom, have been seen by 
many evangelical Christians and Orthodox Jews as evidence that Trump is part of 
a larger divine plan. 

For evangelical Christians, Trump’s presidency is often viewed through the lens of 
biblical prophecy. Many believe that by supporting Israel, Trump played a key role 
in advancing God’s will, particularly in the context of End Times prophecy. His 
decisions, such as moving the U.S. embassy to Jerusalem, were seen as a 
fulfillment of biblical predictions that place Jerusalem at the center of divine 
history. This narrative casts Trump not as an ordinary politician, but as an 
instrument of God’s plan for humanity, chosen to fulfill a unique and holy 
purpose. 

Similarly, within the Jewish community, Trump’s strong support for Israel and his 
administration’s policies in the Middle East have earned him admiration among 
Orthodox Jews, particularly Chabad followers. His visit to the Rebbe’s grave aligns 
with the belief held by some in Chabad that the Rebbe, despite his death, remains 
an active spiritual force in the world. For those who believe in the Rebbe’s 
messianic potential, Trump’s visit could be seen as a gesture of profound spiritual 
significance, as if he were seeking divine guidance or blessing from the Rebbe’s 
legacy. 

The notion of Trump as a divinely chosen figure has also been reinforced by 
certain media outlets and religious leaders who have embraced and promoted 
this narrative. Figures in the evangelical Christian world, such as pastors and 
televangelists, have consistently spoken of Trump in terms of divine destiny, 
portraying him as a protector of Christian values and a defender of Israel’s biblical 
mandate. These portrayals deepen the association between Trump and divine 
leadership, creating a narrative that elevates his political actions into the realm of 
religious fulfillment. 

Trump’s visit to the Rebbe’s grave subtly reinforces this narrative of divine 
leadership. By paying homage to a figure who is viewed by many as a possible 
Messiah, Trump aligns himself with a tradition of leaders who are seen as playing 
a role in divine plans. The ritual of visiting a sacred site, especially one associated 
with a figure of such spiritual importance, amplifies the sense that Trump’s 
actions transcend mere politics and enter the domain of the sacred. 



For many of Trump’s supporters, this visit will not just be seen as a political 
gesture, but as a moment of spiritual significance, where Trump’s actions are 
imbued with religious meaning. The alignment between Trump and messianic 
symbolism enhances his status as a leader who, in the eyes of his followers, is 
carrying out a divinely ordained mission. In this sense, the visit reinforces Trump’s 
portrayal as a figure who is not only fighting political battles but is engaged in a 
much larger, cosmic struggle, one that has deep religious and spiritual 
implications. 

Conclusion of Messianic Theme in Politics 

The visit to Rabbi Schneerson’s grave, particularly against the backdrop of current 
geopolitical tensions and Trump’s enduring political ambitions, is more than just a 
symbolic gesture. It taps into a long-standing tradition of casting political figures 
in messianic or quasi-messianic roles, a tradition that resonates deeply within 
both Jewish and evangelical Christian communities. By aligning himself with the 
spiritual legacy of the Rebbe—who for many remains a figure of messianic hope—
Trump reinforces the narrative of his own divine leadership. This calculated use of 
religious symbolism ensures that Trump remains a powerful figure in the religious 
imaginations of his supporters, positioning him not just as a political leader but as 
someone whose actions are part of a much larger, divinely guided mission. 

 

5. The PSYOP Angle: A Psychological Operation? 

Crafting the Symbolism 

From a psychological operation (PSYOP) perspective, Donald Trump's visit to the 
grave of Rabbi Menachem Mendel Schneerson, a revered and potentially 
messianic figure for many, can be seen as a carefully crafted move to generate 
specific emotional and psychological responses. The central aim of any PSYOP is 
to influence the attitudes and behaviors of a target audience, and in this case, the 
audience includes Orthodox Jews, evangelical Christians, and even broader 
political constituencies. 

The visit occurred on the one-year anniversary of a devastating attack on Israel, a 
time when emotions were already running high, and collective memory was 
strongly tied to notions of vulnerability, resilience, and divine intervention. By 



visiting the Rebbe’s gravesite on such a charged date, Trump inserted himself into 
a narrative that blends religious devotion with political loyalty. The combination 
of these elements evokes strong emotional responses, deepens existing loyalties, 
and positions Trump as a figure aligned with both the spiritual and the political 
concerns of his supporters. 

In PSYOP terms, this visit can be seen as an attempt to exploit existing religious 
and cultural symbols—specifically, the Rebbe as a messianic figure and Israel as a 
focal point of Jewish and Christian eschatology. The timing, location, and 
participants (including Holocaust survivors and the family of a hostage held by 
Hamas) all contribute to creating an environment ripe for psychological influence. 
The emotional and spiritual weight of the Rebbe's legacy, coupled with the 
ongoing trauma of the conflict in Israel, amplifies the impact of Trump's gesture, 
allowing it to resonate deeply with those who already view him in quasi-divine or 
messianic terms. 

Manipulation of Religious Imagery 

Religious imagery and symbolism have long been used in politics to evoke loyalty, 
create a sense of higher purpose, and inspire action. The use of messianic figures, 
sacred spaces, and emotionally charged dates are powerful tools in this context. 
Trump’s visit to the Ohel, where Rabbi Schneerson is buried, taps into these 
dynamics by linking him with a figure who, for many Chabad followers, represents 
spiritual authority, divine intervention, and even the potential for messianic 
redemption. 

The manipulation of religious imagery in this context is subtle but highly effective. 
Trump did not need to explicitly invoke the Rebbe’s messianic potential; the mere 
act of visiting the gravesite carries the weight of that belief. The association with a 
revered figure like the Rebbe, who is seen as a spiritual intercessor for Jews 
around the world, allows Trump to position himself within a narrative of divine 
blessing and leadership. This is particularly significant for Orthodox Jews, who 
may see the visit as a sign of Trump’s respect for Jewish traditions and a 
recognition of their spiritual heritage. 

For evangelical Christians, who already see Trump’s support for Israel as part of a 
biblical prophecy, the imagery of Trump visiting a sacred Jewish figure associated 
with messianic hopes can reinforce their belief in Trump’s divine mission. In 



Christian eschatology, Israel plays a central role in the End Times, and Trump’s 
previous actions, such as recognizing Jerusalem as Israel’s capital, have already 
been interpreted as fulfilling biblical prophecy. By aligning himself with a 
messianic Jewish figure, Trump adds another layer to this religious imagery, 
deepening his connection to evangelical Christians who view his leadership as 
divinely sanctioned. 

The timing of the visit also manipulates emotions by aligning it with the 
anniversary of a traumatic attack on Israel. This anniversary evokes collective 
grief, fear, and a desire for redemption, making the visit more impactful. It’s a 
potent use of emotional and spiritual imagery to cement loyalty and deepen 
connections to Trump as a leader who not only understands political realities but 
also aligns himself with religious significance. 

Strategic Ambiguity 

One of the key elements of this visit, from a psychological operation standpoint, is 
its use of strategic ambiguity. Trump did not make any overt statements about 
the Rebbe’s messianic potential, nor did he directly address the religious 
significance of the visit. This ambiguity allows different constituencies—Orthodox 
Jews, evangelicals, political conservatives—to project their own meanings onto 
the event, thereby maximizing its psychological impact across diverse groups. 

For Orthodox Jews, the visit could be interpreted as a gesture of profound respect 
for the Rebbe’s spiritual leadership and an acknowledgment of his continued 
influence in Jewish life. Some might see the visit as a recognition of the Rebbe’s 
messianic potential, while others may view it as a politically motivated gesture 
meant to appeal to their community’s values. In either case, the ambiguity 
surrounding Trump’s intentions allows each interpretation to coexist, ensuring 
that the visit resonates with a wide audience. 

For evangelical Christians, the visit taps into their belief that Trump is part of a 
larger divine plan related to Israel’s role in biblical prophecy. They may see the 
visit to the Rebbe’s grave as another sign that Trump is aligned with God’s will, 
particularly because of the Rebbe’s messianic associations. However, because the 
visit is not framed explicitly in Christian terms, it avoids alienating Jewish 
audiences who may be wary of overt Christian symbolism. 



Political conservatives, who may not be as concerned with the religious aspects of 
the visit, could interpret the event as a reaffirmation of Trump’s strong pro-Israel 
stance. His presence at a site that holds deep meaning for Orthodox Jews, 
combined with the timing of the visit on the anniversary of the attack on Israel, 
signals his ongoing support for Israel’s security and sovereignty. The visit serves as 
a reminder of his foreign policy achievements, particularly regarding Israel, 
without needing to delve into religious symbolism. 

This strategic ambiguity is a powerful tool in psychological operations because it 
allows Trump to maintain broad appeal without alienating any particular group. 
By leaving his visit open to multiple interpretations, he ensures that different 
constituencies can find personal and ideological resonance in the event. This 
approach maximizes the psychological impact of the visit, allowing it to function 
as a unifying gesture that strengthens his ties to a wide range of supporters. 

Conclusion of the PSYOP Angle 

By crafting the symbolism of his visit to Rabbi Schneerson’s grave, Trump 
effectively employs elements of a psychological operation designed to influence a 
broad and diverse audience. The manipulation of religious imagery, combined 
with the emotional weight of the anniversary of the October 7 attack on Israel, 
creates a powerful narrative that aligns Trump with both spiritual authority and 
political loyalty. The strategic ambiguity of the visit allows various 
constituencies—Orthodox Jews, evangelicals, and political conservatives—to 
project their own beliefs and values onto the event, enhancing its psychological 
impact. 

In this sense, the visit functions not only as a political gesture but as a carefully 
orchestrated psychological operation that strengthens Trump’s connection to his 
supporters and reinforces his image as a divinely chosen leader. By tapping into 
religious symbolism and emotionally charged moments, Trump ensures that his 
visit will have a lasting impact on those who view him as more than just a political 
figure but as someone with a profound role in shaping both spiritual and political 
history. 

 

 



6. Religious and Political Repercussions 

Impact on Orthodox Jewish Communities 

Donald Trump’s visit to the gravesite of Rabbi Menachem Mendel Schneerson, 
especially in the context of Orthodox Jewish communities, is likely to have a 
significant impact, particularly in the lead-up to future elections. Orthodox Jews, 
including members of the Chabad-Lubavitch movement, are a growing 
demographic in American politics. As a group, they have historically 
demonstrated strong support for Trump, largely due to his pro-Israel policies and 
his alignment with values that resonate within their religious framework. His 
presidency was marked by key decisions that Orthodox Jews see as beneficial, 
such as the recognition of Jerusalem as Israel's capital and the brokering of the 
Abraham Accords. 

The visit to the Rebbe’s gravesite—one of the most revered figures in the Chabad 
movement and broader Jewish religious life—reinforces Trump’s ongoing 
connection to the Orthodox Jewish community. For many Chabad followers, the 
Rebbe remains a spiritual figure whose teachings continue to guide their lives. 
Trump’s gesture of visiting his resting place can be seen as an acknowledgment of 
the deep respect he has for Jewish tradition and Chabad’s religious legacy. This is 
likely to further solidify his base of support among Orthodox voters, particularly 
those who already view his policies as aligning with Jewish values and Israel’s 
security. 

For Orthodox Jewish voters, Trump’s visit also underscores his awareness of their 
religious and cultural sensitivities. The symbolism of visiting a sacred site, 
especially one tied to messianic hopes, carries great emotional weight. It may 
strengthen their perception of Trump as someone who not only champions their 
political causes but also respects their spiritual heritage. This connection can have 
a mobilizing effect, encouraging Orthodox communities to turn out in greater 
numbers in future elections, seeing Trump as a candidate who supports both their 
religious identity and their political interests. 

Broader Public Perception 

While Trump’s visit is likely to resonate deeply within Orthodox Jewish 
communities, the broader public perception of the event will be more varied. For 



secular audiences, other Jewish groups, and political commentators, the visit may 
be viewed through different lenses, ranging from strategic political maneuvering 
to religious symbolism, to opportunism. 

For many in the secular world, Trump’s visit to a religious figure’s gravesite, 
particularly one who is seen by some followers as a potential Messiah, may come 
across as an attempt to court the religious vote. Secular audiences, who may not 
share the same religious or messianic beliefs, could interpret the visit as a 
calculated political move designed to strengthen Trump’s connection with a 
specific voter base, rather than a gesture of genuine spiritual significance. The 
symbolic nature of the visit might not hold the same emotional power for secular 
voters, who are likely to focus on its political implications rather than its religious 
meaning. 

Other Jewish communities, particularly non-Orthodox groups, may also view the 
visit differently. For many Reform and Conservative Jews, who hold more liberal 
views on politics and religion, the visit could be seen as an attempt to align with a 
more conservative, Orthodox segment of the Jewish electorate. Some may 
interpret it as a political ploy rather than an act of respect for Jewish tradition. 
The fact that Chabad-Lubavitch is a specific Hasidic group, with its own unique 
messianic beliefs, may also contribute to a sense of distance between Trump’s 
gesture and the values of more liberal Jewish groups. 

Political commentators are likely to assess the visit as a strategic move to solidify 
Trump’s support among religious conservatives, including Orthodox Jews and 
evangelicals, without alienating his broader base. For those familiar with the 
power of religious imagery in politics, the visit may be seen as a continuation of 
Trump’s use of symbolism to reinforce his standing as a pro-Israel, pro-religion 
leader. The broader public discussion may focus on whether the visit was a 
sincere gesture or a tactical one aimed at shoring up votes ahead of upcoming 
elections. 

Reactions and Criticism 

Although the visit is likely to be welcomed by many within the Chabad movement 
and Orthodox Jewish communities, it may also provoke backlash or controversy 
from other quarters. Jewish leaders who do not align with Chabad’s messianic 
beliefs, or who view such gestures as political rather than religious, could criticize 



the visit for exploiting religious sentiment. Some may argue that the use of the 
Rebbe’s gravesite for political purposes diminishes its spiritual significance, 
turning what should be a sacred space into a political platform. 

Certain Jewish groups, particularly those from non-Orthodox streams, may 
express concerns that Trump’s visit is a continuation of his courting of religious 
conservative groups, at the expense of broader Jewish representation. This 
criticism could be further fueled by concerns that Chabad, while influential, 
represents a particular segment of the Jewish world and not the entire Jewish 
community. As such, some may view the visit as an attempt to create an 
alignment with a specific religious group rather than engaging with the diversity 
of Jewish life in America. 

Additionally, there could be criticism from Jewish leaders or commentators who 
view the visit through the lens of Chabad’s messianism. The belief that Rabbi 
Schneerson could be the Messiah is a divisive issue within the Jewish community, 
with many leaders outside of Chabad viewing it as problematic or even heretical. 
Trump’s alignment with this belief, even indirectly through his visit to the Ohel, 
may provoke concerns that he is lending legitimacy to messianic ideas that are 
controversial within the broader Jewish community. 

Finally, political opponents of Trump may use the visit to criticize him for what 
they see as pandering to religious groups for political gain. Critics might argue that 
the visit is a continuation of Trump’s strategy to align himself with religious 
conservatives, both Jewish and Christian, in a way that could deepen divisions 
within the electorate. They may question the sincerity of his actions and argue 
that the visit is more about securing votes than engaging with genuine religious or 
cultural dialogue. 

Conclusion of Religious and Political Repercussions 

In conclusion, Trump’s visit to the Rebbe’s gravesite is likely to have significant 
religious and political repercussions. For Orthodox Jews, particularly those aligned 
with Chabad, the visit reinforces Trump’s connection to their spiritual and political 
concerns, potentially strengthening his support among this key voting bloc. For 
the broader public, the visit may be seen as a calculated political gesture, with 
reactions ranging from appreciation to skepticism, depending on religious and 
political perspectives. 



While many will view the visit as a gesture of respect toward a revered Jewish 
leader, others may see it as an attempt to manipulate religious sentiment for 
political gain, raising questions about the appropriateness of using religious 
symbols in the political arena. Ultimately, the visit underscores the complex 
interplay between religion and politics, particularly in the context of Trump’s 
ongoing efforts to maintain support among key religious constituencies in 
America. 

 

7. Conclusion: What Does It All Mean? 

Summing Up the Visit’s Significance 

Donald Trump’s visit to the gravesite of Rabbi Menachem Mendel Schneerson, 
known as the Rebbe, on the anniversary of a devastating attack on Israel, 
represents a potent blend of religion, politics, and psychological influence. The 
visit was not merely a political gesture, but a symbolic act deeply intertwined with 
the spiritual and emotional fabric of a significant portion of the Jewish 
community, particularly among Orthodox Jews. This intersection of religious 
devotion, messianic belief, and political maneuvering highlights the power of 
symbolic gestures in modern politics, where actions at sacred sites can evoke 
deep emotional resonance and loyalty from religious constituencies. 

By paying homage at the Rebbe’s resting place, Trump aligned himself with a 
figure whose spiritual influence continues to reverberate through Jewish 
communities worldwide. The Rebbe's potential messianic status, for many within 
Chabad, casts this visit in a more profound light, suggesting that Trump 
understands or seeks to align himself with the religious and messianic aspirations 
of his supporters. This carefully crafted act taps into religious symbolism that 
extends beyond Judaism, touching on broader evangelical Christian beliefs about 
Israel and the End Times, thus broadening its psychological and political impact. 

The emotional weight of the visit is amplified by its timing, occurring on a 
significant anniversary for Israel, making it not only a show of solidarity but a 
moment that could shape perceptions of Trump as a leader attuned to spiritual 
and national concerns. The combination of religious devotion, the emotional 
depth of the anniversary, and Trump’s political motives demonstrates the 



intricate way political figures can employ religious and psychological cues to 
strengthen their standing with key constituencies. 

Final Thoughts on Messianism in Politics 

The use of religious symbols and messianic expectations in politics is not a new 
phenomenon. Political leaders throughout history have been cast in messianic or 
quasi-messianic roles, especially during times of crisis or national upheaval. These 
leaders are often portrayed as "saviors" who will restore peace, justice, or order, 
and they are frequently surrounded by rhetoric that elevates them above mere 
politics to something approaching divinely ordained leadership. Trump’s visit to 
the Rebbe’s grave fits into this broader pattern, as he continues to position 
himself as a figure uniquely aligned with the religious and spiritual aspirations of 
his supporters. 

The association with messianism in contemporary politics carries both 
opportunities and risks. On one hand, it can inspire deep loyalty and belief among 
religious voters, who see the leader as more than a politician—someone with a 
divine or prophetic role. On the other hand, invoking or aligning with messianic 
themes can alienate other segments of the population who are wary of mixing 
religion with politics or who do not share the same religious framework. 

In Trump’s case, this alignment with religious and messianic symbolism could 
further solidify his standing among Orthodox Jews, evangelical Christians, and 
other religious conservatives who view him as a figure chosen to protect Israel, 
uphold traditional values, or even fulfill a divine mission. However, it also risks 
deepening divisions with secular voters and more liberal segments of the 
population who may view such symbolism as manipulative or inappropriate in a 
pluralistic society. 

More broadly, Trump’s use of messianic imagery reflects the growing trend in 
global politics where leaders use religious symbols to craft their political 
identities. This trend taps into deep emotional and psychological currents, 
creating a narrative that elevates the leader’s role in shaping national or even 
cosmic destiny. In the modern world, where political and religious boundaries are 
increasingly blurred, this approach can be highly effective in building and 
maintaining support, but it also raises concerns about the manipulation of faith 
for political gain. 



Future Implications 

Looking ahead, Trump’s visit to the Rebbe’s grave may have several lasting 
implications for his political trajectory and the broader use of religious symbolism 
in his future campaigns. 

For Trump’s relationship with Orthodox Jews, particularly Chabad followers, the 
visit strengthens an already solid connection. His actions demonstrate a 
continued commitment to Jewish concerns, particularly regarding Israel’s security 
and religious values. By aligning himself with a revered spiritual figure like the 
Rebbe, Trump enhances his credibility and appeal among religious Jewish voters. 
This could translate into increased turnout and support from Orthodox 
communities in future elections, as they may see Trump as a protector of their 
religious and political interests. 

However, the visit also has implications beyond the Jewish community. 
Evangelical Christians, who are deeply invested in Israel’s biblical significance, 
may interpret Trump’s visit as further evidence of his divine mission. His 
alignment with a messianic figure in Judaism can be seen as consistent with their 
belief that Trump plays a pivotal role in fulfilling biblical prophecy, particularly 
regarding Israel. This could galvanize support among evangelicals, reinforcing the 
perception that Trump is a leader uniquely aligned with their religious worldview. 

On a broader political level, the visit underscores Trump’s ongoing use of religious 
symbolism as a tool to build loyalty and deepen emotional connections with his 
supporters. As he looks ahead to future political campaigns, this strategy may 
become even more pronounced. Trump’s ability to blend religious imagery with 
political rhetoric creates a powerful narrative that appeals to deeply held beliefs, 
and we can expect him to continue leveraging such symbols to rally his base. 

However, the reliance on religious symbolism could also become a point of 
criticism. Opponents may accuse Trump of exploiting faith for political purposes, 
particularly if his use of religious sites and figures appears calculated rather than 
sincere. This could lead to further polarization, with religious voters becoming 
more fervent in their support, while secular or liberal voters become increasingly 
alienated. The potential for backlash, particularly from more liberal Jewish groups 
or secular commentators, is a risk that Trump may face as he continues to blend 
religious and political messaging. 



Ultimately, Trump’s visit to the Rebbe’s grave serves as a powerful example of 
how religious symbolism, particularly in a messianic context, can shape political 
perceptions and strengthen support among key constituencies. As the lines 
between politics and religion continue to blur in the modern world, this visit 
represents a strategic move that has far-reaching implications for Trump’s 
political future and for the use of faith as a tool in contemporary political 
discourse. Whether seen as a sincere gesture or a calculated PSYOP, the visit 
marks an important moment in the ongoing interplay between religion, politics, 
and psychological influence in Trump’s evolving legacy. 
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